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Cetting Jitters

By DENNIS J. GEANEY, o,,,s.A;
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Over Ecumenism.

On the Right ...
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“What” Worries me” said a
priest {friend. from another
country, “is that people like
you with your wishy-washy
stands compromise the Catholic
Church. Christ established the
Catholic Church as the e
true Church. This we must stand
for. People like yourself are tog
anxious for unity and seem to
agree to everything and water
down and destroy the Church
we have known for centuries.”

I replied by picking up the
Council documents and reading
selected passages from the Con-
stitution on the Church. What
-had happened to my friend was
that the Church had ' pased
him by.

It is sad {o see a good and
faithful servant left behind
clinging to his treasures and no
one paying attention to them.
This is happening to bishops,
priests and lay people every-
wherwe,

When 1 get these feelings 1
¢o .0 a lecture, attend a confer-
ence, read a relevant book or
have lunch with a relevant

friend. If] don't I too will be
waving the living vital Church
of our times goodbye and go
into old age with the memory
of the wiy things were. The
Church ison the move. He who
stops or ¢ven hesitates is lost
to its full life,

This is the era of ecumenism

and we _had better be with it.
Ecumenisn seemed to my friend
another word for compromise.
The fear of compromise can be

a healthy as well as a neurotic
fear. )

When iwo parties, husband

“and wife, employer and emn-

ployee, North Viet Nam and
Squth Viet Nam are at odds on
a 1ssue or issues, they fear to
talk it out for {wo reasons: one,
there is the pojsibility of being
over-powered the other and
agreeing to something that goes
ggainst our principles; the other
is the fear of losing our righte-
ousness and seeing our cheér-
ished values and practices go-

ing down the drain. The fear of
compromise is basically the fear
of being open to change,

The' onky ones who fear the
ecurmenical movement are the
ones who have not taken -the
first steps.

The Theological Level

The ecumenical or unity
movement amomng churches is
taking place at two levels: one
theological and the other grass-
roots. At the theological level
we have formal and informal

" commiittees that discuss doc-

trines and practical issues. On
the formal level we have Cath-
olic bishops and theologians
meeting writh their counterparts
of a particular denomination.

Bishops are practical men
who meet to wesolve conflict
and not Permit themselves to
get hung up on theoretic theo-
logical disputes. The Catholic
Church and the Presbyterian
Church kave some common
practical concernas brought about
by mmixed marriages and other
situations where they pray or
worship together. The denomi-
fiatienal heads of both churches
want to make praccical rules
that will smake for happier and
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Let’'s Communicate . . . with Becket Hall

Becket Hall:

What is the difference be-
tween the Christian church and
the Catholic Church?

Dave B,

There is no denomimnation
which has the formal title
“Christian Church,” yet all the
faiths which propose to follow

Christ call themselves Christian
churches. The Catholic Church
sees itsell as distinct from the
other Christian churches in that

it is the Church directly found-

ed by Jesus Christ through the
Apostles; which thus holds the
fullness of sacramental life.
However, the members of the
Catholic Church have much to
learn from the sincerity, devo-
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tion and example of their Chris-
tian bretteren. We all have the
same goal, Jesus Christ, and it
is our hope that sqon we all
may be unified in our search
for Him,

————

Becket Hall:

Recentlsy it seems that there
Has been & de-ermphasis on Con-
fession. I wonder if in the fu-
ture therer will o longer be any
confessioe?

Cynthia S

We do not see that there is
a de-emphasis on Confession in
the Church., Penance is sacra-
ment instituted by Jesus Christ
and thus is an integral part of
the Church. What we have today
is less frequent Confession rath-
er than a de-emphasis.

We should look for reform
within the Church. Christ gave
us the Sacrament, the Church
has given it form, the form may
be outdated. Men may no longer
want to confess in a dark and
mysteriows atmosphere, It may
be more desirable to come face
to face ~with the priest, our
thhe representative of

might be chafged to make the
penitent awaréNof his obligation
to repair the damage caused by
his sin. !

As people of God we must
. approach the Sacrament of Pen-

ance as intelligent men and
wornen. We are fooling no oie
by not being honest with God,
ourselves or the priest If Pen-
ance is seen as an ordeal or,
on the otkher extreme, as merely
a functiom we should examine
our motaves. Aduits, having
problems of adults and not of
children, should come to Con-
fession with a deep understand-
ing of what they are doing, real-
izing tha®t they have come to
better themselves as men and
as Christians through the assist-
ance of thae priest and God.

Address question and answers
to Let's Communicate, Becket
Hall, 75 F airport Rd., East Roch-
ester, NY . 14445.

holier marriages .and true com-
munal worship.

Before reaching agreenent
there must be an understanqling
of each other's theological [osi-
tion. Understanding the o%ther
person's point of view does not
mean accepting it. For bistaops
to negotiate a settlernent Cloes
not mean a compromise any
more than an agreement be
tween husband and wife, Gen-
eral Motors and the UAW,
North and South Viet Nam .

What these Methodist and
Catholic bishops and theolog3ans
do when they lock themse-lves
in hotel rooms for two or tEaree
days does not threaten mee, [
hive no fear that they will
trade infallibility for an agsree-
ment not to proselytize in Feru
or that we will accept imter
communion if they will sacecept
the doctrine of the Assump=tion
of the Blessed Virgin.

The Grass Roots Level

Since I am neither a bishop
or ' theologian, I am not too
concerned with their appredach
to ecumenism. I have mine, and
like a shoemaker, I must sstick
to my last. I work at the gmrass:
roots or community levE of
ecumenism.

Priests and ministers of my
area share the common conecern
of dealing with people who are
threatened by Negro move=-ins.
Racial violence and the thereat
of it has brought us togethe=r in
a working relationship. The
agenda of our meeting <deal
with this continuing commuenity
problem. We do have an mmual
ecumenical prayer service, but
this does not bind us as edoes
the gritty problem that is ®ear
ing the community at itsse=ams.

I remember stopping it the
office of the local Preshyle=rian
minister to agonize over i t<ense
situation in which we both had
become involved. His secre=tary
told me he had left for ltanch
so I went to his home uninv3ted,
where his wife was serving him
a quick sandwich.

We were talking over coffee
when his little daughter tod-dled
over toward him seeking his
attention. The minister «com-
pletely relaxed and forgot a bout
me. He opened up towardss his
daughter, laughed and plaaycd
with her as a warm hummn lov-
ing father. ’

Later on we continued our
conversation, but he ws dif-
ferent. ad Mo

This, I think, is the begnming
of grassroots ecumendism, [ dis-
covered that he was a hueman

. like myself;. other difforg=nces.

were, secondary.

In all of our converstzions,
we arc too preoccupied wika the
task at hand to talk about doc-
trinal differences. The cleosest
we came to discuss church: dif-
ferences was my asking him
about how a minister js fired.
1 explained to him how s Cath-
olic priest can get a “rou®ine”
change at the “normal” timee for
transfers. Job security isa com-
mon concern of both prists and
ministers engaged in the civil
rights struggle,

I feel that in an unslf-con-
scious way, that our inter=faith
clergy group is preparing the
way for a more organic foram of
Christian unity of chur—ches
which might be decades a-'way.

Innuendo in a Ph

In 1947 a vehemently anti
Catholic Paul Blanshard wrote
a series of articles for ‘the
Nation magazine. They were
later published as a book
“American Freedom and Catho-
lic Power,” It was a great hash
of innuendos and disrepresenta-
tions. His technique was devas-
tating. He presented half truths,
and facts out of context, He
suppressed significant facts. He
presented Iéss damaging mis-
statements.

To illustrate: On Confession
he wrote: ‘“Most important of
the devices of priestly controt
is that of the confessional.
Every good Catholic is supposed
to kneel down at least once a
year before the dark scheen in
the church where, in a confes.
sion box, a priest is posted un-
seen to hear him confess his
innermost thoughts. .. .” (Am,
gg‘)eedom and Catholic Power, p.

We note the sinister: 1) ‘De-
vice of priestly control’”; 2) “the
dark screen,” 3) “a priest posted
unseen.,” There was a certain
wry humor to Catholics in this
description. No one expected
Mr. Blanshard to understand the
Sacrament of Penance and a
teaching Church. We Aid smile
that he thought penitents want-
ed eyehall to eyeball contact

Joseph Breig

ofograph

By Father Paul J. Cuddy

with the confessor. Priests noted
the invidious term *“posted” and
grunted as they remembered
themselves parked in “the
box” in reluctant Christian

" resignation as they performed

a duty which superseded their
hearing the Notre Dame-Army
game over the rectory radio.

Twenty years later Mr, Blan-
shard has become kinder to the
Church, more sympathetic and
understanding. Strangely
enough, twenty years later some
of the liberal Catholic Press
seems to have taken his place
—with half iruths, facts and
photographs out of context, con-
stant innuendos slid into ar-
ticles. A sorry example ap-
peared in our own Catholic
Courier October 6. On the front
page was a picture of a smiling
nun addressing a symposium at
McQuaid High School audito-
ruim. On the wall behind her
was a big banner: “‘Planned
Parenthood.” So many of our
parishioners were stunned by
the vague but lively implica-
tions inferred by the picture,
that I wrote: “Dear Sister, What
can I tell our people? They are
mystified. And if this is so of
our area, I do not doubt that
it is true throughout the dio-

cese. I just hope it isn’t making
the national press.”

The Sister made a gracious
reply: “Really,it is very disturb-
ing. 'The affar was a sympo-
sium on population problems,
not on contraception. I was not
a speaker, but was asked to
introduce a visiting Sister who
is a specialit in population
problems. The picture must
have been the photographer’s
idea of hurmmor. Right next to
the pictured banner was and
equal sized baraer which said:
McQuaid Jesuit High School—
but I supposetlme other banner
made a more sensational pic-
ture, Indeed, €he symposium
was mot a disregard for Our
Holy Father, hug rather an aca.
demic exchange of ideas It is
unfortunate theE the picture is
s0 misleading”

A year after the Blanshard
book, Henry Meorton Robinson
published a fiscinating histori-
cal novel entiled “The Cardi-
nal.” In the forwward the author
wrote. “The Carcdinal” is neither
propaganda for -or against the
Church . . . Il s a story to be
read as a narative woven by
a watcher of orar world . . .7

The Press Is a portrayer as
well as “a watcher of the
world." Could wwe ask that -the

Press present thhe world in its
true being?

What Dr. Dooley said abeut Vietnam

Political judgments are not
the province of this column. I
leave such matters to persons
who specialize in that field, just
as I speciilize in religious and
moral questions.

I realize, however, that poli-
tics involves morality, and mor-
als sometimes involve politics.

With that preface, let me say
that 1 have been thoughtfully
considering the objections to the
U.S. presence in  Vielnam
(which means also the Austra-

m——Han Korean, New Zealand .and

Perhaps you will remember
that Dr. Dooley was a Navy
physician when (as he relates
beginning on page 28) the Navy
was undertaking the largest
evacuation operation in its his-
tory.

The task was that of helping
hundreds of thousands of refu-
gees from communist North
Vietnam to reach sanctuary in
South Vietnam.

Dr. Dooley tells of some of
the communist atrocities against
the refugees, especially thosc

be amputiled.) ‘That was one
of the pemlties for the crime
of listeniny 2o evil words. The
evil words were the words of
the Lord's Prayer.™

The rofuggees, Dr. Dooley
wrole, wae people who hud
been so hileously mistreated hy
the communists that they boatd-
ed the Nawy vessels to get
awiy, even though they were
“numb with £right” of the Amuer-
jcans. Commnunist propaganda
had told them that the Ameri-
cans wert maonsters of wicked-
ness who “rwoasted babies allve

“as a complete—hunran—being—— -Thalland presence).

The conclusion to which I
find myself driven is that the
objections grow, far the most
part, out of emotionalisrn and
forgetfulness.

I mean emotionalism about
the fact that war is bloedy, sor-
row(ul, sacrificial, wasteful And
I mean forgetfulness a bout
events — especially events In
and after World War Il

We can dismiss the emotional-
ism out of hand. It Is not a
sound basis for making either
moral or political decisions —
no maiter how many people fall
into that crror.

As to events, 1 have been re-
reading the late Dr. Thomas A.
Dooley's  hook, “Deliver Us
From Evil" (Farrar, Straus,
N.Y., 1956, Library of Congress
No. §6-7810).

“consideration Tor

who “worshipped God. Oul of

presumably for breakfast.”

{he
of readers, 1 will mention only
one of the less revolting.

That one concerned Dr. Doo
ley's chance meeting, at Hicke
ham Field in Hawaii, with a
couple of dozen of South Viet.
nam Air Force cadets.

These, were young men who
had been among the younger
refugees from the north. As
they surrounded Dr. Dooley,
shouting greetings and grasp-
ing_his hands, he saw that *‘each
had a big scar where an rar
should have been.”

Then he remembered. In the
North Vietnam province of Bao
Lao, near the Red Chinese fron-
tier, the people were predomi

nantly Catholic. "“The commu-
nist  Vietminh,” Dr. Dooley
wrote (page 8) often would

*tear an ear partially off with
a pincer.” (So that it had to

feelings _

Turn moy to page 59, “Japin
conquered Vietnam in 1940.
Within thieee months, by using
Victnam's raw materials, air-
fields and seeaports, Japan wis
able to werthrow Cambodia,
l.aos, Fomoesa, Thalland, Bur-
ma, IndonsEa and Malaya. She
hecame 1 tdhreat to Australia
and marche@ to the very gates
of India. s :

“Utilizing such scaports us
Halphong amd Saigen, Japan
shipped wemapons and materials
east which leed to the defeat of
MacArthur's forces and the con-
quest of tke Philippines in
1942."

In the lizht of Dr. Dooley's
book, it isnmt difficult to under-
stand why Seouth Vietnam Is re-
sisling commnunist conquest, or
why the US.. and other nations
are helping.
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Comments from Readers from CCD Classes to California Peace March

Priestly Ideal

I read the article in the Oct.
13 Courier Journal by Father
Paul Cuddy, where he learned
from a lady enrolled in one of
the Diocesan Adult Education
courses, that an instructer of
one of the couses said, ‘‘Priests
have been using the pulpit to
talk about money, building, and
the like, taking away from the
time that should be used for
the Word of God.”

I am enrolled in this course
and I want to state that 1have
never heard such wonderful Qis-
sertations as I have heard from
this instructor. He is teaching
us to be mature Christians,
viewing the Church with realis-
tic lenses rather than the anti-
quated lenses of “Father knows
best' He is teaching us to
grow in love and toyalty where
it is deserved and not where it
is demanded. ’

Now, this instructor did not
state that talking from the pul-
pit about money, building and
the like should be completely
elerninated but that it should
not absorb the entire time of
the homily.

It is no secret that today
there are priests who look upon
their vocation as a job—when
they tire of it, they quit. They
are "in the same category as
married couples ‘who get a di-
vorce when their marriage be-
comes boring .or does not meet
up with the ideas of fulfilment
that they imagined. Many priests
today, ‘should never have been
priests. They were pushed
through the seminaries because
of the shortage of priests. The

to have one good priest than-
10 bad ones who are a cause of
scandal.

Well meaning lay people say,
“Well, they are only human—
it is their weakness—they are
sick." If a man is sick, he seeks
help—if he cannot be helped,

'
¢ '

]

[

.

then he stays in an institution
until he can be helped. This
woul apply to a priest. Far
better to relieve a priest from
his priestly duties than have
him be the cause ‘of scandal
Our Protestant brethren would
never stnd for this. We can
learn from them.

For the benefit of Father
Cuddy’s enlightenment, there
were priests and are priests in
our class. I wish that all priests
could have heard last week's
lecture — what a priest should
be.

" Anne Christoff
Rochester

Open-mindedness
Editor—

As a senior who, after four
years, has become guite proud
of his school, I am naturally
upset when it is charged that
McQuaid has done a “‘dis-
service” to our community. 1
am referring, of course, to the
letter wriitten by Mr. and Mrs.
James Likoudis of Watkins
Glen, New York, published in
the Courler Journal of October
13. These two “open-minded”
Catholics referred to the Sym-
posium as *‘shocking,” “disgust-
ing,” and a “miserable spec-
tacle.”” The panel of eight speak-
ers were ‘“supposedly Catholic,”
a “melancholy parade of lay and
religiou$ sophists,” and’“psuedo-
intellectuals.” Having atteraded
most of the Symposium myself,
I would like to make a number
of observations on this article.

First, the tone of Mr- and
Mrs. Likoudis’ article implies

that they themselves did not.
R {171+ ltn‘é’“’le"é’i'iﬁ"""é’,ﬁ'fé‘”s‘:”'r‘

submit that they would bhe
much bheiter qualified to bring
such serious charges (and they
are. serious) 'if they had wit-
nessed the - “atrocities” first
hand. Instead, they first accuse
the Courier of *“bizarre sensa-
‘tiontionalism in religious jour-

-

- __Finally,

nakism,” and then use this jour-
nalism For a scathing attack
upon the unwittnessed event.

This, to say the least, seems
rather irrconsistent.
Second, Mr. and Mrs. Likou-

dis tend to cast character asper-
sions with reck less abandon. For
example, the eight “pseudo-
intellecttaals” who spoke at Mc-
Quaid have an educational back-
ground spanning twenty-seven
universities in the United States,
England, Japan, Australia, Bel-
guim, Fxrance, and Canada, in-
cluding Harv ard, Princeton,
Yale, L™ Instituat de Paris, the
Sorbonne, Oxford, and Louvain.
The ovexrriding requiste for in-
tellectua 3ism these days seem to
be agreement with Pope Paul
VI, which | consider, cuphemis-
tically, mot necessarily true.

Third, the Symposium was at-
tacked on the grounds that it
demonstxrated “‘shameful capitu-
lation” o the ideology of the

Planned Parenthood League.
Had Mr. or Mrs. Likoudis either
been at McQuaid or seen the

half-houxr TV special, they would
have heard Father Albert Bart-
lett, S.F. rector of McQuaid
and moderator of the Sympo-
sium, thank the speakers *for

_their enlightening presentation

of their opinions on some of
today’s problems, McQuaid, as
far as X know, never adopzed
any posi tion for or. against any
of the sppeakers. McQuaid's func-
tion was purely instrumental—
a’forum to further public com-
munication, Arnd, as even Mr.
and Mrs. Likoudis admit, “dia-
logue with contraceptive
Planned- Parenthooders” - isn't
so awfuEly bad.

conceriing the nature of the
chuirch
cident, Mr. and Mrs. Likoudis
were “Autifully shocked” and
“dutifulky disgusted” that any
Catholic would dare question

. Church tradition. I personally

‘Ij ‘ ER

- nature the church,

just a few.comments.... ...

in relation to this in-

do not consider it mssone's
“duty” to turn himself o: {rom
“the divergen{ opinion_of o-thers.
As Teilhard and so many Others
have said, man, and tias by
are «volu-
tionary forces. The umx of
evolution is change—andcEhange
necessitates open-mindnisss and
communication. Why cse did
Pope John call Vatican [I7 Why
else is the Bishops' Synd now
meeting in Rome!?

1 say this not to justif= any
particular issue, but to suepport
open-mindedness on all isssues.
Once we close our mind io» com-
munication, we precludeiranova-
tion, stagnate evolution, and
stifle cur humanity. Im my
opinion, Populorum Prog ressio
exemnplifies the type o open-
ness vital to a relevant reEigion,
and I thank the McQui-d ad-
ministration for the publi < ser-
vice they are performing

—Thomas E, K=y
Senfor, Mc(uamid
Jesuit High Schhool

God’s Will
Editor —

Up to, and including, the
present time, Pope Pu 1 has
continually stressed jha2 the
norm in the matter o birth
control continucs as stiteed by
the Magisteriium of the CEurch.

It /Is most important thmat ‘all
Catholics keep in mind the= basic
distinction between the iraspira-
tion of the Holy Spirit o-n any
individual or group and tdhe Di-

‘ vine inspiration glven our- Pope
in matters of faith ‘and norals.

killing the rats. we way, stop
having babies.” (India;

Our Mission priest has told
us in Watkins Glen this week
that we should pray that soon
we will know God’'s will in this
matter and that we will have
the courage to accept . We
wish to stress that according
to Catholic doctrine, God's will,
in this, will be made known
through ‘the Pope.

—Mr. and Mrs. Albert D.
Rondinaro, Watkins Glen.

Millions of Souls

Editor —
Having read your October 6
front page article on views

given at the recent planned
parenthood symposium, may 1
offer at least onc explanation
in defense of the Cat holic
Church’s stand on the mutter.

First, we must be willing to
accept  these fundamental be-
fiefs:

(1) With every human con-
ception there is created a soul
that will never dic,

(2) The creation of souls is
pleasing to God,

(3) The immortal direction
of our soul (heaven or hell) de-
pends on our mortal altitude;

(4) In our ecarthly life we
must be willing to accept in-
convenience and suffering as
conditions for eternal happi-

ness,
{

Because the soul transcends
the body in both magnitude of
purpose and longevity, wé must
look heyond our worldly con-

TThe speikersand-thie W at
tendance at the McQuaid Sym-
posium hold one idea o=n the
population prohlem Msgr.
Ligutti (Courier, Oct. § @. 14)
is reported to have an «oppos-
in? view- “ . rals comsme or
spoi! rmanah fond  to-fe-ed 20
million people. But inte=ad of

CETiy Furexample,-a-child-borm -

to a poor family may live only
a few hours, but the soull of that
child is glorified forever!

Or consider a family of ten
children, all of whom may ex-
perience hunger and censider-
able personal strife, Yet, ten

souls are given the opportunity
lo have everlasting life in God's
Kingdom! -

Even millions of families may
suffer from severly limited liv
ing conditions, food crises, and
catastrophes. But think of the
millions of souls who will sur
vive in any event for an infi
nite amount of time!

Planned parenthood s rcally
a method of shortsighted soul
prevention. It sacrifices eternal
living for the sake of a flesh
and-bones existénce that is not
to be inconvenienced. It disre
gards the spiritual future for
a more comfortahle present. -

1 am happy to stand up and
he counted as one¢ who strong
ly defends my Church's posi
tion on planned parenthood and
hirth control.

—Rohert Maurice, Rorhester,

Truly Dedicated
kEditor —

An action taken by a youny
priest and long-time friend of
mine, Father Mark Sullivan of
the Rochester Diocese was the
finest example of Christ-like
love and courage that I have
ever witnessed of a priest. |
refer to Father Sullivan's ac
tive participation in the anti
war and anti-draft demonstru
tions in QOakland, California
Tuesday, October 17,

I accompanied Father Sulii
van to the demonstration. We
arrived about 6:00 a.m. When
the police fell into formation
ucrosg: Clay Streel near the
Army Induction Center prepar

_Ing _for their attack on the
...demonstrators, Father Sullivan

advanced {6 the fromt line -of -
demonstrafors face to face with
the armed policec, He stootd
there in silence hoping, pre
sumably, that his presence
might help to subdue the vio-
lence the tense atmosphere in-
dicated was impending.

Q

When tie police started thelir
atlack, baet ng back the unarm-
ed demaniteators with clubs and
gas, Father Sullivan, shocked
by the nedless brutality, especi-
ally towad women demonstra-
tors, reputeedly shouted to the
advancing poolice: “Can't you
sec what you are doing. In the
name of Geod, stop!” Several
times he wras knocked to the
ground. Hee was finally over-
come when, attempting to throw
his body.beriween police clubs
and a wonan, he way struck in
the stormuch  and knocked to the
ground.

Father Swuallivan®s heroic par-
ticipation ia the demonstration
way a swree of edification to
muny of tie stadent partlei-
pants. Miny _students who seem-
ed surprisedd but impressed to
see a Calho 3ic priest participat-
ing in the demonstrtien, and
who cornierted to l“uther‘SulQ

van that they had all but given i
up thelr falith in the Church us\
an institwleon traly concerned

with promo2ing peace and jus-
tice for ull Enen, were obviously
edified. Maxybe the courageous
witness of Father Sullivan will
help to hatiress the waning
faith of simace of these youth,

I"ather”Sullivun's action dur-
ing Oakling °s “bloody Tuesday™
is an exun ple of the kind of
relevant imvolvemment thu t
should be characteristic of
priests’ workk, Having knowp Fa-
ther Sulliven for some time, J
know thy his conduct during
the. Oaklind demonstrations is
typical of tmis constant interest
in and toeecern for all God's
people whtever the nature of

their probleams, He is truly dedi -

‘caled to e wotk ~of Christ; he.~-— ~
,is not
.sens ¢ off respectability and

rest rained by a false

priestly proepriety. : .
~Francls S. Goodrow,
Bemrkeley, Calif, -
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