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|  Caution- Characterizes Protes

E 3 Berlin — “ (ANS)—~Four hun-jing pre N e That in fa
. __died and.-fifty Four- hun-ing pressures and_by_normal.ai- the East. That in fact repre-
' ‘(i)itob":i? %ﬁrg ARy this trition e e Tsents AN Overwhelming - namer-
. v in Luther initiated lical majority of the entire East
5 . b e Protestant l}eformation. Yet German population which is
J ecause 'L\.xthers town of Wit- 17.8 million
tenberg is.in East Germany, the S
commemoration of that signifi-
tant event will hardly have the
international or churchh charac-
ter commensurate with its his-
torical importance.
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tants in East Germany

state schools allow religious in-
strisction—only—twice-a—week=for|
those between the ages of 12-14.
The regime is willing to place
conscientious objectors in labor
colonies. Those who protest this
policy are jailed.

The Prtestant community in
East Germany lives off history,
tradition and basic faith, offi-
cials in the West say. It can
apparently afford to lose skirm-

the physical survival of the {hospitals or religious youth hos-|
} 4] areh- m- th-ttels— T e

many. determination and destiny,

Only one out of ten Protes-
tant bishops 1s reported to co-
operate openly with- the -Com-
munist regime. On the other
hand, Dr. von Ritzberg admit-
ted that the church leadership
in _East Germany “accepts the
regime there to a great degree.”

There is help from the West.
Some Protestant leaders de-
clined to talk about it, but
othex responsible sources said
that money does reach a bank
in East Germany where the
hard currency is converted by
the government into the local
‘soft money' and passed on to
the Protestant churches for
their local needs.
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In the West, people pay di-
rect church taxes — bet'ween
seven and ten per cent of their
income — from which the Bomn
government then pays the salar-
ies of the "clergy, maimtains
church buildings and semainar-
les and supports other church
functions, Nevertheless, the
West German government lis
absolutely no control ovewxr the
Church, either Protestant or
Catholie.. .. .. ... ...

_In East Germany, the church.
lives from charity. The Com-
munist government pays salar~
ies of the pastors and pr-iests,
but they are one third to oe
fourth of those earned by their

“Both we and the Communists
know it,” said Dr. von Ritzberg.
“We derive strength from it.”

Dr. von Ritzberg frankly ack-
nowledged the fact that of this
number only about five or ten
per cent are “firm and steady
believers.”

As a result, she added, “when
‘our Protestant bretliren in the
East remain silent on a ticklish
political issue, we in the West
also__tone _our comment. You
can therefore say that our ac-
tion in West Germany .is often
heavily influenced by the reper-
cussions we fear our ‘normal’
behavior or course would in-
voke with the Communist au-
thorities.”

The bishops rebelled when
the Communists started fo in-
terfere with the Ten Command-
ments. The church must, how-
ever, stand in_silence when the
state fights for the allegiance
of the youth.

This is one of the =
- taliations- the Commirxxxl:il"?ty ig
gime of Walter Ulbricht can in-
voke without actually being ac-
. cused of “suppressing” the Prot.
estant Church in East Germany.

‘The Protestant bishops in
West Germany took a crnance
and apparently lost when ear-
ller this year they agreed that
despite the existing difficulties

This money is the result of a
voluntary one per cent cut
from the salaries of all Protes-
tant pastors in West Germany.
The total amount of the contri-
bution was not disclosed but of-
ficials said it was ‘“modest” in
terms of the actual needs of the
East German churches.
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Thgre are many reasons and
practical considerations for a
lcareful approach to this prob-
em.

YOUR FAMILY YOUR FRIENDS

with the authorities in the So-
viet zc::ile of Germany, the Luth-
ér anniversary should be cel

brated in Wittenbery, e

'l‘hqy proposed 450 names rep-
resenting the Protestant com-
munity in Germany and in the
Frqe World. The East German
regime hand-picked only 80 of

Protestants, 15 million live in

Of the 35 million German

There are other considera-

tions, including the question of

Western counterparts. There is

no government money

for
church repairs, denominational

Such “brotherly help” is
quietly tolerated by the Com-
munists who badly need the
hard currency. They also can
always use the publicity of be-
ing *“tolerant” to religion.

The Ulbricht regime is ab-
solutely opposed to the exiist-
ing concept of ‘“‘ome German
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ysis Dept., Lincoln Roch-
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Rochester. Director, Red
Wing Ball Club. Past Pres-
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- Commenting-on-the invitation
extended by the Lutheran Ref
ormation anniversary committec
to Catholics and ssking them
to take part in the commemora
tion, Bishop John J. Carberry
of Columbus, Ohio, said:

" “Qur committee re spon d‘s
most prayerfully and. sincerel}
= to the very_cordial.and praver

ful invitation of the representa

Latin Mass
Unit Formed

' New York —(RNS)-— Groups
N | of Roman Catholic laymer
throughout the United States
have begun the formation of an
organization to preserve and
promote the continued use of
Latin and Gregorian chant in

the litnpov
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Michael, a migsionary nun,
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Man of the Year by Cru-
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