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ally eeffective, since they cover{public school authorities to; Thus after thirty-seven years more aware that educatiomal |
almst every contingency, or|have children released a few|of a wrangling which sprang in{laws should take the need of
<an bwe made to do so. minutes early on a certain|very large part from the rigid-{the child as their basic consid-
- Bust-this ingenious paragraph. school day so that -they- might|ity of the New- York Bhine|eration. This had been evidenc-

We present another in the series of articles on Roch-
ester Diocesan History by Father McNamara, whose
hook, The Diocese of Rochester, 1868-1968 is to ap-
pear early next year. ‘

ParishioYiers-of -

There must be few New York y } - oo S attend ~ “religious  instruction.| gmendment; piiblic” scho “afii o s
— SACRD S B TC N e L L ~public” school stu-|ed . in another annext—to-the . ._B. .
f?at:e vt:tai“thzl!‘%l::ge s:t&'{xlxe:g Blaime-was-a Maine-congress-{ This proposal pretended to o i Pt through without| Rochester was_ane_of the first dents, Jewish, Protestant, Or-[New York comstitution of 1938, Church, Scipio |

a poE-itical “compromise. Article|communities in the State to un- thodox or Catholic, could be ex-|Which declared: “Subject to the

: mark theix parish
VII, =se¢, 14 (now VII, sec. 1),|dertake this arrangement. cused, if their parents request-|limits of indebtedness and tax- ;

be merely a spellng out of the
a jubilee Mass, Sur

man in the last years of the
first afnendment, whose words

ment” will be one of the livelier| o ocidency of Ulysses S. Grant.

issues in the November election!yy, "jate 1875, President Grant|it began with. Acually, it was dedazred that public fundsiMount Vernon, New York and constitu- 15,
' - ) _ ’ K |ation, nothing in this , at ¢ p.m.
f:l:sﬁtthetl newly dzvised f:h“te recommended to Congress thelan attempt to impose a detail- ;::tme paid e"ee’:’m religious| White Plains, were two others.ﬁ}‘ ‘,téng,-’f,u:“"mﬁﬂggo: wffw tion shall prevemt the The ami ,
pori (l)&inatm B 8 ol Pasage of an amendment toled extension of this firstamend- | oo instonscteingagf In the carel . .= . a0 4 suit was|Will always be complex, but it|ture from providing for health b held tveM!sa:s
e Shat 13 o ificanion o |the federal constitution which|ment on all the States. It cer- | deverad '1‘ on of orphans and brought against the practice in/need not be silly. and welfare services for all chil- School £mﬁ -
o ;‘8 a ritten i':: D 18 would make it mandatory for tainly was antagenistic to Cath- P peradent and delinquent chil- Mount Vernon alleginz that . |dren, either directly or through M o au um
:ﬁn‘:uow’;‘ v 0ur COMithe States to establish andjolies, at least by implication; en. Released e thereglwgas un.|  Bus tranportation, thanks tosubdivisions of the state, in- ass.
) n in maintain public schools. So far,{it was also antagmistic to de- o Theere was a curlous incon-|constitutional, offending the the Bhine law, gave rise to|cluding s ¢ ho o1 districts.” Celebramnt of the

(Art. VII, sec. 1; now renum- " will be Rev. Dani
who was appointed

Bernard's Church ¢

St. Bermard’s i
the larger parishes

votees of State rights. Blaine provision. The decision even greater legal intricacies.

of the Supreme Court of the| In 1936, the New York Legis-|"ered #¢ N8).

State concurred in the argu-|lature voted unanimously for a| But even the foregoing arti-
ment of the complainant. Itibili allowing public expendi-{cle was impeded in its execu-
agreed that even though the|ture for the bus transportation|tion by the Blaine Amendment.
Released Time cards cost only|of all school children, irrespec-

Citizens have been thronging|S0 800od. But Grant further
to register: some because they|recommended, in terms which
wint to liquidate *Blaine”, implied an anti-Catholic ani-
others because they want to{IUS that the amendment
keep him, even at the expense should also forbid the payment
of rejecting the whole constity: of public funds to any institu-

" sisitmey here. Article VII used
asas mxorm the need of the child.
Ariclle IX ignored the child
an feocused only on the denomi-
mtlomnal background of the per-
son who supervised him. Thus

There was no real reason in
those days to efact such an
amendment. But it was believ-
ed by the Republican Party
that it would serve as a good

tion. tion supported by “any religi- 4 ; ArlicHe VIR permitied i i HERE ARE SOME of the dis ester Diocese — it
" issue in the election of 1876. e pe the pay-|$2.87 to print, which was fur-tive of the school they attend-| .
Catholles have a particular g;l‘:rsc‘;lc‘p“r';‘:) é’r‘t’;"‘”:';gfltzgft'}-l 3‘2 Furthermore, Mr. Blaine ip- { mnt of nuns to teach Catholic|thermore paid by the interfaith|ed. Soon afterward, a Mr. Judd |abilities under which students 250 :anemberslt;—tlj

enhmns at St Mary’s Orphan-
agt, Rochester, while wearing
&helr  religlous habits. Article
XX weas imterpreted as forbid-
. dliy nuns te teach In their
Bubitss in St Rose’s School,
Lim,. il they expected still to

committee, the printing had|brought a case against the|in New York religiously-main-
nevertheless taken place om|school board of Hempstead,|tained schools labor under to-
?ﬁ?gol et:lroperty. So Blaine was|N.Y., to test the constitutional-|day:
nged. ity of such a law, regarding the e A Catholic school cannot
Hopeful that he might use children at Our Lady of Lor-|. ... “; “pyblicschool stadium

this decision as a lever to pre- ::te:dpinichial school in Hemp-| ivhough it seems a profes-
v AR ’ sional athletic team can).

parently sought in it a means
to promote his own bid for the
presidency.

imterest In seeing the amemd.|possible exception of church

ment anmihilated, dissipated,(buildings and graveyards,

Mquidated. For since its enact-[should be subject to taxation.

m:‘&‘;‘:‘fly I:" ‘Mﬂc“‘h‘:‘: Proposals like these were
’ et E32 M hound to arouse controversy.

been imvoked to prevent Cath.

ollc childrer who attended paro-| 1In the early days of 1876,

long and justly p!

The village, not
Auburn, is name(
the other of two fi
generals, -a fathe
the second centur

Blaine was an able and in- »
telligent man, with a good
chance for the Republican nomi-

SENATOR BLAINE

chial schools from participating
in even some of the basic wel-
fare provisions authorized by
the State,

I have thought that it would
be of interest to point out how
the Blaine amendament has had
particular repercussions within
the twelve counties of the Dic
cese of Rochester.

But first let us refresh our
memories, How did this consti-
tutional article acquire the
moniker "Blaine.’”

The mme; comes from Sena-
tor James Gillespie Blaine

Congressman Blaine, who was
likewise a member of the Re
publican Party, brought for-
ward in the House a text for
the proposed amendment. It
read: ‘“No state shall make any
law respecting an establishment
of religion or prohibiting the
free exercise thereof, and no
money raised by taxation in any
state for the support of public
schools or derived from any
fund therefor, nor any public
lands devoted thereto, shall
ever be under the control of
any religious sect, nor shall any
money so raised be divided be
tween religious sects or denom-

(1830-1893).

nation. But there was one skele-
ton in his political cupboard:
his connection with the Catho-
lic Church. In thise days no
Catholic could hope to become
president; and even a notable
friendliness with Citholics low-
ered a candidate's political
stock. There was am explosive
rumor current in the 1870s
that his mother wis a Catholic
and that he himslf was sus-
pect.

Blaine never denled that his
mother was a Catholic. All he
sald was.that he hnd grown up
a Presbyterian, following in the
footsteps of his Prolestant fath-

inations.’

er. He never dared to add that

A New Apostolate

he himself had been baptized
a Catholic, or that his father

had died a Catholic. This would
have meant political death. So
in promoting the “Blaine
Amendment”, which would have
been the Sixteenth Amendment,
he had several reasons, one .of
which was to convince dubious
Protestant voters of his fim
Protestant affiliation. (Actually,
he probably lost the bitter, close
election of 1884 because of this
anti-Catholic stance.)

The amendment was defeal-
ed in the Senate, 50 It was never
even presented to the States for
ratifteation.’ But those who fav.
ored iis policies for one reason
or another, worked diligently
throusghout the remaining years

B¢ pmid by the public board of|vent the practice . throughout
!edllmﬁl)l — local arrange- the State, Mr. Joseph !..ers,
met that had been in effect{0n behalf of the Freethinkers decided, on November 9, 1037,

£for some years.
PolAtical

thing

aburadities
nev r-egulations.

Mr.

a Repeublican, propased, tongue

Arlel-e IX:

Y

= compromise is a
pat «of the game, but in this
case the compromise was any-
but sweetly reasonable.

At least one of the delegates
£o thes constitutional convention

of 1854, got a laugh out of the
involved in these ed Time arrangement was t0o

Owen Cassidy, who hail-
ed freom Schuyler County and
whose= name suggests he was a
CathoAic, even though he was

inche=ek, the addition of the
folbwring to the agreed text of|\whey the third Bishop of Roch-

“Na» local bonrd)of education|gave an address in Auburn in

In the first court, the justice

Society of America, sued to en-
join a similar plan at White
Plains. He carried the case up
through the highest State court,
the Court of Appeals. Fortu-
nately, all the courts showed a
better sense of values. They
ruled that the amount of time
spent in facilitating he Releas-

that bus transportation was a
service to the child not to the
“gid and maintenance” of the
religious institution he attend-
ed. But the complainants car-
ried the case up to the Court
of Appeals; and here the jus-
tices, in a 4-3 decision, reversed
the earlier judgment. With
Bhine in mind, they reasoned,
rather torturously: “Free trans-
portation of pupils induces at-
tendance ;t the sdhool.ﬁ'l‘he ipur-

constitutionality o o |Pose of the transportation is to
:)}:':ctice, 50 ttllxgl;a dtllé noft g?\;e promote the interests of the pri-
their approval to it. Auburn|V3te school or religious institu-
was one community in the Dio- tion that controls and directs

cese which followed this course. it."

Fortunately, the state legis-
lators took another view of the
issues involved. In 1938, the

inconsequential to bother about.

Some communities were still
dubious, nevertheless, about

ester, John Francis O’Hemn,

e Students of Catholic
schools, as such, cannot use pub-
lic school pools or gymnasiums.

o They cannot take remedial
reading or speech therapy given
under public school auspices.

o They cannot avail them-
selves of the services of psy-
chologists who are paid from
public sources. (Thus, for ex-
ample, the Catholic School of
the Holy Childhood, which does
such notable work in Roches
ter for retarded children, must
engage and recompense its own
psychologists. Despite the pub-
lic service that it performs,
Blaine says no to its use of pub-
lic psychiatrists!)

. ® They cannot use public
school buses for tfield trips, al-

The spixitual ba
began at the Scipi
ish church one h
ago.

The Auburn D
er of October 9, 1
ed the event as fo

‘“The mew Ror
church at Scipio
cated next Sund
inst., at 11 o'clock
Reverend William
ministrator of
Some other Reve
men will also assi
red ceremonies. V
Michael Creedon,
this city, will pre
cation sermon.’”” Tl
a part of the di
falo. There was
diocese at the tim

of the century to have the gist
of it enacted in the constitu.
tions of the various States.

One of these States was New
York. In the early 1890's there

though public school children
can.

A New York State Law allow-
ing free secular textbooks teo
all children was declared un-
constitutional according te the
Blaine amendment in August,
1966. Fortunately, a higher
or institution of learning.” :::ﬂm';:m %udo:cl:lo;yw

After the ratification of the|¢lear.
constitution, the Legislature| wmnat s to be done? Are

shl lo hool h-| September, 1930, he adverted to
er ‘I'[;;m g,pi“::: ::y rellt:l.:us the fact that Released Time was
sec, mmor shall apy teacher who|not permitted there. He ex-
s emgployed appear in the garb pressed the hope that the
Of 1 maun, the cassock of a priest,| Board of Education would soon
was 1 new upsurge of antl-|€he cdesebutioned coat of am|reverse its policy, for he feit
Catholicism. spurred on especi|8Egicespsl rector, the white|il Was doing an injustice to the
ally by the American Protective| mecktie of = Methodist minister, Public school children to de-
Soclety (APA.), 8 secret or|thestem countenance of aPres-|Prive them of this opportunity
panization dedicated to oppos|ibylerEan, or the lank figure of|for religious instruction.

ing Catholic schools and. In gen.| m Bipatist, nor in the severe sim-

eral, Catholics in public 1ife. iy of a Shaker, or the drabli o [oaisrure atter consat
However. it was not the A P.A.|xytersal affected by the Soclety 1

constitutional! convention voted
to get around this tortuous in-
terpretation of Blaine by writ-
ing a detour into the constitu-
tion itself. To the Blaine para-
graph, they added the words:
“but the Legislature may pro-
vide for the transportation of
children to and from any school

The land, wh
year old edifice ¢
just 1000 feet v
Route 34 in Scipk
deed states it was
Valson arad Rache

In 1868, Rev.
Cool, puxchased
acre of Band for
church, and in 18
by 45 feet wood

'‘Open Door to Lonesome

Hamburg — (RINS) — From| “Some of the people leave
the outside, "Open Door" in|with a feeling of accomplish-
Hamburg looks like an exhibi:iment, although we may have
tion hall of modexrn art. From|doubt about the courses of their
the inside, it could be a library.|actions. Others expect us to

It is in fact an attempt by patch up their broken marriage

ftual needs of others,” he says
convincingly.

TEISEY

Various other Catholic religi-
ous orders run similar Open
Door offices in Berlin, Frank-
furt, Stuttgart, Essen and Mun-

. ern reception room could have

the Roman Catholic Church
here to listen to people’s prob-
lems and try to solve them.

Open Door is not unique in.
termationally. In fact, it is part
of an all-denominational social
movement which is scheduled
to hold a world conference in
Brussels, September 11 through
13. :

But the approach by the Cath.
olic Church im Germany to -the
Jemesome, umiappy, heipless,
jevelorn and distmurbed s, to
say the least, unuswal.

The "mini-skirted girl who
walked into the spacious mod-

been a drug addict her marri
age might have been on the
rocks, or she might have come
in search of a spiritual goal in
life,

The middle-aged man leafing
through a book looked Like an-
other patlent in a psychiatrist’s
front office, but he may have
committed a murder and come
to uk for free legal aid with-

when we lrp all conscience must
advise them to give up on 1t,”
said Dr. Kauffmann.

The greatest danger to the
threcyearold Open DRoor ex-
periment is the people's atti-
tudes that a cost-free service
may not be worth much. “There
wire, of course many solutions

which we clearly see and recom-
mend, but cannot pay for. Then
we {ry cut-rate arrangements
with professional friends. Some-
times we send such people to
an agency run by the Protestant
Church here,”” he sald.

His goal Is to join forces with
the Protestants, but he implies
that first there is considerable
opposition to negotiate within
the Catholic Church itself.

But Dr. Kauffmann stresses
that his own order has fully ac-
cepted the non-denominational
character of Open Door. He
feels that the Church is like a
furnace — {its purpose is not
keep the fire for its own sake
buat to provide warmth for those
around it

ich. They usually depend for
contributions on the Church and
various non-profit organizations.
Dr. Kauffmann's annuaal budget
is about $25,000, of which a size-
able portion Is spent on rent.
He feels it's worth it because
half of the people who come
to see him now in the super

modern, cheerful surroundings
would probably not venture into

a second-story dingy office inf

an old building on the outskiris
of town.

. The altractive pintings are
on lean from artislis who don't
mind meking a. mle through
Open Door.

Even a back-door entrance
has been thought of. When a
visitor decides to glwe himself
up, Dr. Kauffmam calls the
police and the man leaves with
out anyone else at Open Door
knowing about it and thus fecl
ing discouraged about Dr.
Kauffmann's “connections.”

Dr. Kauffmann hopes that his
organization, and iis counter
parts abroad, will evemntually re

but the National League for the
Protection of American Institu
tions that backed an amend
ment of the Blaine tvoe at the
New York State constitutional
convention of 1884, The N.I.P
convention of 1884, The
N.L.P.A.I. was broader than the
APA. in its membership and
non-secret; but it doubtless com-
prised. in - addition to some
prominent names. a generous
percentage of anti-Catholics and
secularists

The amendment, which was
passed as Article IX, sec. 4,
repd as follows: “Neither the
state nor any subdivision there
of. shall use
credit or any public money, or
maimtenance, other than for ex-
~mination or inspection. of any
schoo! or institgtion of learnine
wholly or in part under the
n*rol or direetion of any re
liglos denomination, or in
whirh anv denominational tenet
or doctrine is taught.”

re-numbered. and is now Artl
cle X1, sec. 3.)

its property or

(This Article of the N.Y. Con-
stitution has since been twice

=mnce, amd

part ©f public school teachers,
scribesd: ‘For male teachers, the

Colneel Billy Wilson's
regimeent im the War for the
©nlon= For female teachers, the
Eatest  bleyele costume imported
L€rom  Parls.””

But
Bliine= amendment were not at
all fumny. It could be invoked
anl farom time to time it was
inwke2d, again and again, to
outliwe public expenditures in
cass which had the most negli
szible connection with denomi-
natormal institutions.

HEIRE ARE A few of the
seoveraml Instances which had a
specle] bearing on the Roches
ter Docesan area.

1917 @n, an increasing number
of In~terfaith groups in com

of Friéends. ‘To avoid all appear- ed legislation effective April

even suspicion of
secar-danism or sanctity on the Time throughout the State, On
the f@ilwing uniform Is pre-| picioner of Education issued

Zou ave dress adopted bY|Tney are still in effect.
noble

the implications of the|in 1948 when the U.S. Supreme

Firmst, Released Time. From

mnunities im New York State,
rexhed an agreement with themethods.

ing the Board of Regents, enact-[ proceeded to make a law au-

thorizing bus transportation for
children in every school 'dis-
trict. The Everson judgment is-
sued .in 1947 by the federal Su-
preme Court served to coumter-
sign the action of the New
York constitutional convention-
ers of 1038, for it approved of
the spending of public funds
for bus transportation as a pub-
lic service to the children

10, 1840, permitting Released

July 1, 1940, the State Com-

ground rules to be observed.

But there remained some
question about whether the
practice was in compliance with
the State .constitution. This

question was raised once agait}! Fven go, a number of local

school boards were unwilling
to undertake this added ex-
?ense. 50 appeals weir:ari volcgd
linois. The redoubtable J0.|ta ponys "ot paroehial  and
seph Lewis raised the Issue Infprivate school children, whose
New York in the same year a8t afition for transportation for
the McCollum decision. But the| iheir little ones had been de-
State Supreme Court overtuledfnsed At least two of these ap-
him, stating that the methods peals came from within the
used in New York State werejpgchester Diocese. In 1960, Gov-
not open to the same objectlons} ornor Rockefeller signed a new
as those used in Champalgn.}izy which made the transporta-
The federal Supreme Court set-lyign of all students mandatory,
tled this definitely in 1052, instead of discretionary, as the
when the justices in the Zor previous law had directed.

ach case, ruled in favor of the
Lawmakers across the nation

Court, in the McCollum Case,
{out]awed a somewhat similar
plan functioning in Champaign,

Catholics and other interested
parties to content themselves
with battling interminably over
minor issues, seeking to by fav-
orable court julgments or new
amendments to “get around”
the wording of the Blaine
amendment? Or should they not
seek to abolish the amendment,
by securing the acceptance of
the State constitution of 18877

It is not a question of destroy-
ing the Anmnerican ideal of
church-state separation. Fed-
eral constitutiomal law will still
protect that American prinel-
ple; and if £ seems at any time
threatened by Catholies or
others, the couris of the nation
can decide .the matter.

It is a question rather of
burying a technically bad plece
of l]aw, the unreasonable inheri-
tance of a less liberal and a re-
grettable era.

It is a question of disposing
of the last curious relic of the
presidential campaign of an
‘aiso-ran” — James Gillespie

New York State Released Time
were clearly showing themselves

Blaine.

ture was begun.
pleted that fall. ¥
resided jxa Union |
time, aud was a
of southhern Ca
even though th
churc hes &
Springs and Auro
new Scipjo churc!

Later on, Fs
bought a lot east
for a rectory, an
of the church fc
from~ the - same
Rachel Smith for
date was "April 1

‘The cemetery
some time, th
1870’s, brut later
quired some 100
the church on a
a larger cemetery
The graves in the
in the redr of tl
blessed «each ye:
the newer cemel

A twvo story
was huilz for the
quarters on lan
east of the wo
church.
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