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Fifty years ago, in (ctober
1917, the Bolsheviks setmed to
be the only one of the more ag-
gressive revolutionary groups
in a Russian political scene
that was moving towand com-
plete chaos, - v

A Mberal, parliamentiry gov-
ernment under Alexandr Feo-
dorovich Kerensky was in deep
trouble — assailed by German

—grmies-in—-the-West—unere of
the loyalty of its own military Nofie-o—the-folloving.stories

leaders, plotted against by in-
transigent royalists amd by
radical groups of every shade.

At this point, the Bolsheviks,
who had the keys to the real
power despite Kerensky's post-
tion of prominence, dedded to
take full control. The process
by which they achieved this

Religion S

years, vhile there are still re-
ports of pesecution (usually
in more sibtle forms than
those uxd in the past) a new
kind of religious news has be
gun to deselp on the relations
between religion and commu-
nism.

A SAMIPLENG of recent
events, vimile it gives only part
of the more complex over-all
pictre, Enderlines the point.

Such incidents do not add up

" to a complete change of policy

by any of the parties to the
long-standing dispute between
religion amd communism, but
they certainly indicate a wide-

spread change of basic attitudes.

The change is by no means
complete. There are still many
churchmen who see commup-
ism as their chief enemy and
view dialogue with communism
as a betrayal of ideals. In the

evoked mwach surprise as they
appearel in todlay's news con-
texts. Al of them would have
been consEdered amazing as re-
cently & ten years ago.

¢ In East Germany, com-
memoratimg the 4i0th anniver-
sary of Protitamtism, the Com-
munist govenment published

Communist world, Usually;  op=""""anti- Vit WaT uctivity —seer——
_ position o religion as a matter
of principle still’ has firm' ex-

ponents. Even when they do
not take absolutist positions,
churchmen and Communists are
often inclined to look on one
another with suspicion. And
even when hostile action is rela-

tively_infrequent, a rhetoric of

goal took only a few weeks,
-though several-more yeas were
required before they held se
cure and uncontested rule in
all of Russia.

Today, in Moscow ind In
other capitals oriented toward
Moscow, the anniversar of the
October Revolution is provid-

extravagant celebratioms in the
history of communism Else-
where, the anniversary is pro-
viding an occasion for observ-
ers to take a long lookat what
bas happened in the fateful
half-century.

Opinions and interprtations
vary widely when the subject
is communism, but a tuamber
of facts are beyond dispute.
The basic fact is thit fifty
years have brought einxrmous
change. The borders o Com-
munist rule have extenled far
beyond the Soviet Uniin, new
social ‘and economic conditions
have developed, and mw gen-
erations to whom the revolu-
tion is a second-hand report
have taken control.

In no area has the hailf-cen-
tury brought greater thanges
than In the relations hetween
Communist governmenis and
organized religion. Athtisan re-
mains a -basic assumplion of
Communist thought md ad-
ministration, but observirs find
significant changes in i forms
of expression.

Systematic efforts to cxterm-
inate religion began in Russia
in 1917, while the rewlution
was not yet securely establish-
ed, and continued for (ecades
with slowly lessening wigor.
Similar patterns were fillowed
in the East European coumtries
occupied by Russia at the end
of World War II. But inrecen!

a generilly favorable biography
of Martin E_ather, although West
Germnany described it as one
written from a materialistic and
Marxist porint of view.

o In Bulgria, an Orthodox
monastery which had been
had ben tansformed into a
museum five years ago was re-

o Atthee Vatican, Pope Paul
spoke biiefly to 5000 pilgrims
fromx “Comemunist Yugoslavia.

¢ In Mlarenbad, Crechoslo-
vakia, the Crech Nitional Acad-
emy of Scintists sponsored a
five-day imnternational program
of dialipme between Christians
and Maxists One of the par-
ticipants conme nted that“a line
dividing comerwative from pro-
gresii ve views cuts right
through b-oth thee Christian and
Marxist i edogies. Marxists and
Christims who hold ‘humanis-
tic wiews c<n therefore agre
on many issies.” ‘

"The Wor ld Council of
Churches amouinced plans to
sponsor its first dialogue with
comrnunisam in  1968.

s A ppalencyclical critizing
laissez - faire <capltalism was
praised bsr Comamunist spokes-
men in tFae Sowiet Union and
throvaghout Europe. Red China
and Alhmia mounted a propa-
ganda ampigrx branding the
Pope, the US. and the Soviet

Union u -alles ina campaign

against thee people of Vietnam.

¢ In Mosow, the Commun-
ist youth paper, Komsomolskaya
Pravads, published a long let-
ter praisicag religion and critiz
fng- athesem. It alse published a
reply, but the €terms in which
atheism wwa defitnded were

philesopiiecal arad not abusive®

hostility often continues.

Changes of attitude develop
slowly, cautiously and usually
without specific statements to
the public. They can often be
detected only by observing pat-
terns over a long period. Thug,
the number of reported anti-
Communi st statements by

while a growing proportion of
their attention is devoted to
such problems as peace, pover-
ty and race relations. On the
Communist side, too, militant
campalgns of atheism diminish
in some (though not all) areas,
while tiié and energy are de-
voted to more positive concerns.

It would be unrealistic to ex-
pect a Communist government
to announce that it was revers-
ing a former policy of religious
suppression, since such an an-
nouncement would imply a con-
fession of former wrongdoing.

Although general trends can
be noted, the treatment of vari-
ous religions by various Com-
munist governments is far from

“ uniform in Russia, for example,

available information indicates
that Baptists are being subject-
ed to oppression and that a sys-
tematic effort is being made to
eliminate Judaism as a religion.
Other religious groups have not
recently reported large-scale
persecution efforts, but in some
cases this may simply reflect
the fact that relatively little
church structure is left to be
persecuted.

Two major religious bodies of
het Soviet Umnion, the Russian
Orthodox Church and the Ar-
menian Apostolic Church, have
had practically_no publicly ob-
servable difficulty with the gov-
ernment in recent years. It

urvives Communism 50 Years

mrest be sleied that the spiritual
lesders of g€hese Churches have
mule no public statements or
gestures opposed to Soviet gov-
ernment policless,

When ome ppeaks of an im-
proving clibmate for religion be-
hind the Iron Cuartaln, it is with
a continuirag assumption that no
Communist country would toler-
ate significant gestures of re-
ligigms oppositiom. A Russian or
Polish equiwalent of the kind of

in many Americaan Churches r

‘mains untkeinkible. _—

In Communist countries, of
course, opprosition to the Viet-
nam fighlimg is a highly accept-
able positiom, imnd statements on
this subject are the religious
news items most frequently re-

——ceived~frorm beshind the Iron

Curtain. Opposition to Israel's

victory ovex the Arabs in June

is a seconelaty but prominent
public conceern of religious lead-
ers in thesee countries. Although
they obviorasly harmonize with
the foreigm plicy of Commu-
nist countr-ies, these positions
are shared by mmany Christian

————--—{ng—the-occasion-for -the_most . __operxed.is 1 monistery. ___  ohurehmen—continues-to-shrink, —__leaders in_the Wesl

One reson {oxr improving re-
lations heEweerm religion and
government in Communist coun.
tries is unquesionably the grow-
ing reallatdon by political lead-
ers that {lwey sometimes share
interests-amdl cbJectives with re-
ligious leaders and that the
moral inflx-ence of the Churches
can reinforce government attl-
tudes on soame issues.

Other sigznificant factors are

" related to the «lesire of many

Communist governments to im-
prove their “inage” among na-
tions. Although they do not say
so expliclily, it is easy to read
between the limes of govemn-
ment statements the implica-
tion that a desice for trade and
tourists Is xelateed to policies on
religion. This phaenomenon may
not be restrictecd to Communist
nations. More than one obser-
ver has smxid that similar mo-
tives are armong the reasons for
the passage of a religious free-
dom law im Spaain earlier this
year.

While the overall attitude
toward roldgion in Communist
countries seens to be moving
toward greater tolerance, a fair-
ly large nuamber of speclal cases
and eitceptiom xemain.

In Hungary, all religious
leaders muast take an oath of
allegiance to tthe government
and the comtinzing presence of
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Religion stands in the hackground in Communist Russia as this ancient cathedral looms
in the shadows behind a Leningrad skating rink. ’

the nation’s Roman Catholic pri-
mate, Josef Cardinal Mindszen
ty, is a source of difficulty. Car-
dinal Mindszenty has been liv-
ing in asylum at the American
legation in Budapest for more
than ten years.

In Poland, Stefan Cardimil
Wyszynski remains a focus ‘of
opposition to the government
and church-state difficulties
have risen over the control of
non-pastoral subject-matter In
seminaries. Even in conditions
of friction, however, Poland
provides an index of how things
have improved. Cardinal Wys
zynski, who spent years gs a

~ e

prisoner of the government is

nov apparently free to travel
and speak as he wishes within
Polan@. His latest difficulty
with the government has been
over an exit visa to attend the
Synod of Bishops in Rome.

In East Germany, unlike most
othe ¥ Communist countries,
Protestants continue to have as
much difficulty with the gov-
ernmemnt as Catholics. The chief
source of trouble is the di
wvision of the country, which
East Germany wishes to have
recogreized as permanent while
West Germany hopes for even.
tual reunin. '

In contrast to the spotty but
improving sittaation in Ewurope,
communism im China and Al-
bania remains as virulently and
uncompromisingly anti-religious
as Europein communism was at
an earlier stage. Reports that a
Christian was recently cruci-
fied by Red Guards in Shang-
hai remain unxconfirmed, but in
Macao Commuenist youth groups
have been waging a bitter cam-
paign against Catholic schools.
Albania began a thorough anti-
religious campaign earlier this

year. Very little information on
this has been received, but the
silence is ominous.
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Focus of- Episcopalian Convention on. Canterbury Prelate, Pope’s Friend

(Following is a (athollc
priest’s eyewitness accumt of
the 62nd General Convention of
the Protestant Episcopal Chhurch
in Seattle from Sept. 1] to 2.
The outhor was an offichl Cath-
olic observer at the sesshmns).

By FATHER EDMOND BLIVEN

Seattle—(NC)—The spotlight
during the 62nd Genenl| Con-
vention of the Protestant Epis
copal Church focused full upon
an aging, white haired, genlal
and accommodating man—Arch-
bishop Michael Ramsey of Can-
terbury, Primate of the Chhurch
of England.

Shortly after his arrivnl here
Archbishop Ramsey hell center
of the stage at one of the larg-
est press conferences evr held
in Seattle. In an addres to the
convention, the arch bis hop
spoke at length of churxth unity.

And at a showcase religious
feature of the conveniom—in
interfaith ecumenical srwice—
the top Roman Cathollc prel
ste of the area, Archbishop
Thomas A. Connolly of §eattle,
was_one of 10 digmitries of
Christian churches who partici-

pated.

There were four offichkl Cath-
olic observers at the comnention
sessions — George Jeameost, of
Jesuit- operated Seattle Univer
sity's theology faculty; Father
William Treacy of the Seattle
archdiocese; Father Albert Bau-
man, 0.S.B., of the Benelictiney
Mount Angel (Ore.) Abley and
Father Edmond Bliven of the
Portland, Ore., archdiocse.

The convention heard lts pro-
siding bishop call for a nassive
effort to heip thé urbat poor,
particularly Negroes; pariicipat.
ed In a new provisional liturgy
of the Lord's Supper; wted to
allow women to participate as
members in the House o Depu-
ties (the convention i com-
posed of the House of Bishops
‘to which all active biships be-
long and the House of Deputics
composed of elected clergy and
laity); and passed resmutions
ranging from church uion (o
sexuality.

At the press conference, Arch-
bishop Ramsey withshod a
heavy barrage of questns —
all the way from church unit
to his opinion on Americn word’-

an. The questions were prov!

pounded by more than 10 news-
men,—radio and TV reorters,
while flashlights flashed, spot-
lights shone and cameras
clicked.

The accommodating archibish-
op’s voice was strong, his accent
decidedly British and his words,
at times, carefully chosen.
Among the views he expresse
were: . .

® On Vietnam: "I understand

" United States jnotives and 1

respect those who have given
their lives for something they

‘believe in, byt I fear the more .

this war esalates; the more
impossible it wikl be to achieve
any good'™

¢ On tihe Anglican role In
promxoting church unity: “The
Anglican chuircha tiles to be a
bridge, meast touuch both sides.
It maust €owch the Protestant
world md& the Catholic world.
At the simetime it must main-
tain &ts ow = unity and stability.”

¢ OnAamuoican women:; “Lots
of Eraglish wimen do their job
magnaificematly. I£€ [ got to know
more woemel in the United
States, | would be able to com-
ment scleratifically.”

® Onwrhohexr he expects to
meet athedsly im heaven as he
was guolecd by thae London Daily
Mail as laving said in 1961: I
belleve tmat I  was somewkhat
loosely quaold. My wisien of
heaven i 1 place where all
people wiEl know and worship
God. Now Icam conceive that
theres are  peopEe i this tife,
who throegh no fiult of their
own, perthzaps through the fault
of Chrisizans, have not knuwn
God, I mmm sire that God will
welcome then in heaven.”

Asked w hether- this made him
a uni versallist (ome who bhelieves
that evayDoly will be saved),
he said: “‘By o means. Al
people are free. If a man delib-
erately regects the love of God
and cuts minself off from God
and dog; ot repent, he makes
heil €or ii-amelf. -Hell is 2 state
~a pewsoh Exmukes for himself if
he resists Gid. I don’t know
how many peopke ire there or
what it's |Eke"

Coxmmen-ting om the bhooks of
controveskal B isho p James
Pike, the archbiishop sald that
the wwrithms of ‘€wo other Epis-
copaldan axatiors, the Rev. John
Knox and thy Rev. John Mar-
quarr-ie ire “Jusl as readable
and Far de-eper.’”

Later in the day Archbishop
Ramsey id drssed the House of
Bishops, thae llouse of Deputies
and the trimnial meeting of
the womera of the church. He
told his fellbw Anglicans that
the most irmprtant event {n the
ecumeninE movement was the
Secorad Vatian Council.

Acknovlediing the existence
of some “‘vory stubborn mat-
ters"—notably miixed marriages
and the place, of the pop= in
the collige o bishops~—~he re-
ported § rovimg posktive atil-
tude tward the reunion of
Christians.

He aln spke of his visit to
Pope Pul VI imx 1966. He said
he had triedto “lave my Eng
Iish accengt ot lmome and serve
as a repressentatEve of the entire
Anglican Conmumnion.”” He sald
the Pope reelved himm as the
spokesmix.  of - a great commu-
nlly of Chxislam pople.

Then, issuning a confidential
tone, he sail: “*I'll tell you a
little serest. When ofar conver-
satioms wrer concluded, we

issued a joint statement, saying
that future conversations be-
tween our churches should be
based on the Gospel and our
ancient common tradition. The
Holy Father put those words
in, not 1. That is language we
Anglicans can understand.”

He urged his listeners to read
the documents of the Second
Vatican Council, particularly
those om dlvine rvelation and
the Church. The archbishop said

attached” for the presiding
bishop's ur-ban crisls program.

The new provisional liturgy
of the LordA's Sxpper (Holy Eu-
charist or Holzy Communion)
was celebraeted officially for the
first time in thhe Seattle Coli-
seurn. The ©ccisdon was the pre-
sentation of the united thank
offering to the presiding bishop
by the represemtatives of the
churchwom«en.

The pre=siding bishop was

This has been accomplished by
putting the prayers of interces-
sion  (corresponding to the
prayer of the faithful in the
Roman Mass) before the offer

tory."

2. The language of the serv-
ice has been considerably mod-
ernized, though not completely
recast. “The world has movid
swiftly,. Even since the last
prayer baok revision in 1928,
many words have lost thelr

participants in the new eucharis-
tic litmrgy was favorable, and
its optional use for three years,
with the permission of the local
bishop, was authorized by the
converation.

Amid cheering and clapping,
the House of Bishops unanj-
mously voted their concurrence
with the House of Deputies
action to amend the constitution
of the Episcopal church so as
to allow women fo serve as

Episcopal Bishop John IE. Hines leads opening hymn at Convention of U.S. Episcopal
Church in Seattle. Left of hizn in photo is controversial prelate Bishop James A. Pike.
Rochester's Bishop George W. Barrett is at Bishop Hines' right im photo.

that the language of the council
was Biblical and not scholastic.

He also spoke of Anglican
conversations with other church-
es and said they need not fear
that sach a dialogue would
hinder better relations with
Rome. ;

“Rome is speaking with them,
also,” he said. - : -

In his opening address to
the convention, Bishop John E.
Hines, presiding bishop, had
called upon the Episcopal
church to donate $1 million a
year to be administered by the
poor themselves to help solve
the problem ¢f yrban poverty.

In response delegates to the
triennial meeting @f Episcopal
churchwomen, meggipg concur-
rently with the general conven-
tion, voted $2,265,917.47 as “free
money, now, with no strings

chief celebxant. Concelebrating
with him w-ere Bishops Stephen
Fielding Bayne, director of the
overseas <lepartment; Daniel
Corrigan, &irector of the home
department, and Ivol Ira Curtis
of Olympia, Wash., host bishop
to the conwention. To the 6,000
Episcopaliams peresent, the serv-
fce/ was somethaing. new, even
radical for a foww. ‘

The Rev_ Missey H. Sheperd
Jr., professcor of liturgics at the
Church Diwinityy Scheol of the
Pacific, Bexkeley, Calif., and a
member of the committee which

revised thee service, outlined
major aspeects in which the
new liturgy differs from the
Holy Commauniom in the Book of
Common Prayer:

1. TFhe st.ruct:._xre of the serv-
ice is alterexd. "Once at the Holy
table, theree is mo interruption.

edge and meaning. We have
made mamny minor changes in
the wording, and 2dded new in-
tercessions related to our life
and the contemporary world"

3. There is an attempt in the
treatment of penitenial sections
to bring a better balance of
devotion into the service. “It
is important to prepare our-
selves for the privilege and
grace of the Eucharist by sin-
cere repentance, but we should
come to the holy table in joy
and hope and thanksgiving.” (In
the Episcopal Church private
confession of sins and absolu-
tion is optional. For many Epis-
copalians, the confession, cor-
responding to -the Confiteor, in
the communion service, followed
by absolution pronounced by the
celebrant, takes the place of
private. confession.)

The general impression of the

members of the House of Dep.
uties. -

This opemns the way for a
second reading and vote by the
neft convention three years
from mnow to change the consti-
tution finakly, Thus the first
womeri to be seated in the
House of Deputies will be any
who may he elected to the 1973
convention,

The convention also author
ized Episcopalian representa-
tives to proceed with the work
of the Consullation on Church
Union (COCU), a plan for
eventuaal union of the Episcopal,
Methodist, Uniled- Presbyterian,
United Church of Christ and
Disciples of Chriist churches,
The mext step in -the plan is
the actual drufting of a plan
for swch union, '

When the COCU proposal
came before the House of Bish-
ops, there was some opposition

)

from bishops who feared that

- such negotiations might stand

in the way of conversations with
the Catholic, Eastern Orthodox
and Lutheran churches. The op-

- position secured the insertion

of a resolutior stressing the fact
that the church union commis-
sion is authorized ““to represent
this chur<h not only with the
consultation, but also with the
Roman Cathollic, Lutheran and
Orthodox comamunions and all
other separated Christian bodies
not yet represented on the con-
sultation.”

Concurzing in the action
taken eaxller by the House of
Deputies, the House of Bishops
passed on to £ts second reading
a change in the preamble to
the constitution of the church
which will allow the name
“Episcopal Chaurch’ to be used
as an officlal, legal, alternative
to “The Protestant Episcopal
Church in the U.SA™ This

- change is- now final and will

go into effect on Jan. 1, 1968.

The House of Bishops ap-
proved a resolution calling for
support of abortion law reform
along lines recommended by the

American Law Iostitute. Speak- = |

ing in favor of the bill was re-
tired Bishop James Pike, who
was allowed to address the
House of Bishops, but not per-
mitted to vote. Suffragan Bish-
op Hal R. Gross of Oregon spoke
against the wesolution, saying
that “it ignoxes the rights of
the unbori.” (Bishop Gross was
a practicing 1awyer before he
entered the ministry.)

Although the resolution was
passed, the following restrictive
statement was inserted: ‘We
condemn gabortions of conven-
ience requested for the follow-
ing reasons: because birth of
child would be inconvenient or
socially difficult, because the
child is conceived out of wed-
lock; beciuse the mother is
under 15 years of age; because
the pregmincy tiight be diffi-
cult, and because the family
cannot afford a baby.”

Both houses of the conven-
tion adopted a resolution pro-
posed by their committee on
Christian social relations dealing
with the matter of human sexu-
ality. The resolution begins with
the assertitiom that “man, hav-
ing been created a sexual being,
sexuality is of the very nature
of life and is good.” J

The statement says that, atti-

tudes about sexuality *should _

be focused less on specific sex-
ual acts and more upon the
development of human person-
ality and relationships in the
context of social responsibility.”

\On the matter of civil hws
which govern soclal -conduct, the
convention declared that it be-
lieves that “a distinction should
be made between those laws
which are mecossary for the’
protection of sotiety and those
which attempt to regulute pri-
vate forml choice.” ‘

|
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