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CHURCH BOUND PARENTS, Mr. and

. Mrs. Philip
Ondocin, bring their preschoolers, Philip, Jr. and

Pre-School Religion
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Religiou§ education, ‘now
breaking through in Catholic
circles on the adult, “post-

" 'schiool” 'level, is also opening in
the other direction—the pre-

across the street in the parish
school. Ten lay volunteers staff
the program, directed by Mrs.
James Cleary.

school world.

St. Margaret Mary’s Church
in Irondequoit is typical of sev-
eral area Catholic parishes
which are finding a warm re-
sponse to programs geared to
four and five year olds.

Some 115 little tots are cur-
rently enrolled for the St. Mar-
garet Mary's class, which takes
place during the 11 o’clock Sun-
day morning Mass. While their
parents - are assisting at Mass,
the children are busily engaged

—

WetRachthe-fundamentals
of the Faith to these little ones
in a way they can understand,”
Mrs. Cleary stated.

Het volunteer teachers follow
the Pre-School Religion Pro-
gram guides first developed by
§t. Frances Cabrini parish in
Allen Park, Michigan. Lesson
plans follow the liturgical year,
and incorporate games, stories
and simple art projects. “‘Five
year olds begin to understand
the Mass vestments by cotoring
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sary by making‘ their own,”
Mrs.: Cleary cqontinued.

The pr(_)gram,airﬁs to develop
sound attitudes toward God and

Classes Grow -

-
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Cleary noted. They are encour-
aged to devel-op a spirit of shar-
ing in some simple way, such as
“it would be nice to save one
of your cookies for daddy’s

ITeligion at—af early age, With
a variety of modern techniques,
it aims for integration of the
pre-schoolers’ daily life realities
and religious experience,

A small mission effort was
initiated, for example, with the
children being encouraged o
send pennies they'd earned to
the China Besch Orphanage at
Da Nang, Vietnam.

“Even little children can put
off a present good to achieve

tfem, and learn about the Ro-

something for the future,” Mrs.

lunch.”

In only nime years, the Pre-
Schoo! Relizion Program. has
grown to incEude children in all
50 stites amd many foreign
countries,

The heart ©f the program, ac-
cording to Mrs. Cleary is to
help the four and five year
olds develop their personal

Christ, “to know and imitate
Him during their impressionible
years.”

knowledge and friendship for.

Jeanmarie, to door of classroom where they are
greeted by Mrs. Robert Cleary.
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PAPER PLATE OVERLAY'is wmsed by this bud-
ding artist to learn from an original drawing.
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MARIAN SRINE takes shape in simple fashion as children bring flowers
to enhance statue of Our Lady.
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COLORING CUT-OUT' DOILIES glves\youngsters a chance to develop
their artistic bent, aided by Mrs. Robert Graves at right.

ILLUSTRATIONS and a skilled teicher, in this case, Miss Alice Bothm,

capture attention of these tiny tots.

THEY WON'T LET US STOP!
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COLORFUL PICTURES convey tiewage even to
four and five year. olds. Teacher is Mrs. Robert
Cleary. ‘ »
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Open Weekdays 5 POM,

BY POPULAR DEMAND
WE MUST REPEAT
OUR

ANNUAL CLAMBAKE
FRIDAY, SATURDAY, SUNDAY
SEPT. 29-30—OCT. 1

Please Moake Reservations — Call 1-346-5815
In Rochester 442-3260
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(lam Broth Wharf’s Clam Chowder
Steamed Clams Baked Blue Fish
Y2 Native Broiled (Chicken
Parsley Boiled Potatoes

Tossed Garden Fresh Salad
Mint Sherbet Coffee

$ 9 Per
- 5 Porvon
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FISHERMAN'S WHARF
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