Hippies-Right Words, Wrong Tune

14

COURIER-JOURNAL J
Friday. Sept. 29, 19S7 j

COIJRIERJOURNA
Friday, S e p t . 2 9 , 19<

New Reformation in Offing

ed programs, if only for the
reason of the hippies' mistrust
chromosomal
damage
caused
by|
(By Religious News Service,
LSD. Other observers noti» with of—institutional ways.—*
alarm that the drug scene in
' ' T h e huge church of St. IgAnd any resulting dialogue,
Dr. Novak said there is an
San Francisco is being infil
New York — (RNS) — The he said, "that, so few American
natius, loomed over us, and I
trated
with
heroin
and
metheif
the
observers
are
accurate,
increasing
amount of dissension
main task of a new Reforma- Christians recognize the sovercould n o t help but think that
drine, both habit-forming and is likely to be as" beneficial to
eignity of God above our nation in America, particularly with
Christ was hip enough to be
tion
in
the
United
States
today
physically dangerous.
perhaps more comfortable at
the church as, it is to the hip- would b e to "nail up a set of that inany will be unable to regards to t h e Vietnamese war
the pad off Haight Street than
theses condemning the dilution comprehend the p r o t e s t of and the Black Revolution. Many
Again, there are exceptions pies.
in this tomblike building that
of Christianity into 'the Amer- Christianity against America. of the young.people in the counamong hippydom, notably Dr.j
seemed more to dominate the
Timothy Leary, who has hat i One of the specific lessons ican way of life,'" a lay Cath"Did not Cardinal Spellman try "have come to recognize
neighborhood than to serve it."
little hesitation .in claiminggi, t„he hippies might have for the olic theologian has declared.
recently reduce Christian mor- that, despite ourselves, we live
church, and for society at large,
proper
use
of
LSE>
is—a
SaciaThus wrote Father William
x
N was suggested by the Rev. Larry
Dr. Michael Novak, "profes-! ality to nationalism by saying, in a racist country. They see
ment —a, religious term.
Ross in the Oklahoma Courier
Mamiya, minister to y o u n g sor of philosophy and theology 'My country, right or wrong?" that, despite ourselves, we are
of his trip to San Francisco's
Hippy religion tends to be adults at CJlide Memorial Meth-j at Stanford University, specumilitarists."
hippy headquarters, the Haightr a t h e r anti-institutional. "I odist church in the Haight-As-I lated on what a 1967 Reforma- "Do not the coins of our nations
have
stamped
upon
them.
Asbury district. Father Ross is
don't believe in churches," ex- bury district.
The New Reformation, acI tion would be like in an article
at the University of Oklahom/i's
plained one hippy. "I just beappearing in nine Protestant 'In God We Trust?
cording to Dr. Novak, "will b e
Catholic Student Center.
In Youth magazine, a publi- magazines.
lieve in Christ. I see him as a
"The belts of German SS a judgment upon 'the Ameriman, just like me, trying to live cation of the United Church of
troopers
had stamped upon! can way of life,' for that is not
A number of Christian comThe
author-lecturer
predicted
Christ, for use by that denomwithout hate."
them
something
quite similar:! now a Christian way of life,
mentators have noted a similination, the Episcopal Church. that "within a decade or two"
-aat-nuf-uns-J.God
with us)." ' nor will it ever b e .
arity between the early ChrisThe—religion—of— the—hippies The 7\7TglTcarr Church of Can- a great—eieavage-WTrhrppeav'trr
tian community and the presin general takes a number of ada, and the Church of the U.S. Christianity. "The cleavage
ent tide of hippies who have
forms. One observer describee, Brethren, Mr. Mamiya noted will surely increase as more
established communities
in
it as a mixture of "very primi- that cybernation (computerized Christians discover the need for
CALL DICK STRAUB
every major city in t h e country.
Choose Your Mover
tive Christianity and Western- use of machines for production' a__new Reformation," he claim-Those-—writers—and—speakers
ed,
"while
others
remain
conized Buddhism."
and
technology)
will
soon
bring
have seen, within the hippy way
a new crisis for the American tent — like 16th Century CathBy Reputation and
of life, a lesson to the church
On the implications of the culture.
olics — to go on pretty much
,
in how t o love people.
hippy religion, Dr. Hitchcock
as before."
Association in the
commented, "Hippies have di"In the face of such a farBut with a few exceptions,
The article was written for
rectly and seriously injected reaching and disruptive crisis
most of those observers have
metaphysical questions into our insofar as the traditional Prot- the magazines in connection
Community!
agreed that the hippy move«fe^*
culture."
estant work ethic is to be un- with the 450th anniversary of
ment lacks relevance to the
dercut," he wrote, "the sons the Protestant Reformation.
Agtnt for
contemporary scene because of
Writing in the Christian Cen- and daughters in the Haight| NORTH AMERICAN
the hippies' apparent refusal
Dr. Novak quoted another
tury, the assistant professor of Ashbury must be considered
VAN LINKS
to participate in established
y o u n g Catholic theologian
history at St. Louis University prophets of hope.
channels of social change.
(James Finnegan) in claiming
observed: "The hippies are
deeply concerned about such
"For in the emerging life- that "the heresies that corrupt
The bearded, sandaled, ununfashionable issues a s the style, work is meaningless when Christianity nowadays are not
washed ''hippies^ PL.Jtoherfc
meaning of life, the nature of it can be done by machines. expressed in theological languMcAfee Brown, professor of rehuman personality, the attain- Members of the new geneia- age; they are expressed in the
8 Circle Street
473-3120
ligion a t Stanford University.
ment of the Absolute and the tion are pioneering the way to- slogans of white Christian cul
has said, "represent something
possibility of other modes of wards creative uses of leisure ture."
a good deal closer t o the early
existence besides" Those follow- time, leaving the ulcer-curfuTe
"America began as a spiritual
Christian movement than the
ed in daily life."
behind."
ideal,"
he said. "Today, the
churches."
common measure of loyalty is
Dr. Hitchcock also commentnot allegiance to those ideals
.As Dr. Brown understands
ed that "while avant-garde
but rather support of the status
them, t h e hippies are not conCatholics question a formalized
quo. T h e Christian
church,
A child of a New York City hippy — no traditions
cerned with politics, or with
liturgy employing a dead lanLuther
felt,
had
fallen
in exthe social structure, but "want
to hem her in.
guage, the hippies gather in
actly that way."
to live and enjoy the world
public to recite Sanskrit praywithout regimentation, believe*! class dictum that politics stink, family can give — and ends in I prs for hours. While earnest
Trier — (NC) — The office' "America was to have been
in love in its 'agape' sense, and you can't beat city hall, so you t ragedy."
clerical reformers insist that for the preservation of monu-' 'the new world.'" he continued.
are against anv structured form' might as well forget about il "
"Why then, today, does it look
•
•
The Rev. Al Carmines, head nuns and priests must cast off ments of that state of Rhii.e-! so much like the old world?
of life."
I
their
habits
and
wear
ordinary
land-Pallatinate
has
forbidden'
Some hippies, known as the of the arts program run by New
Once, British soldiers on this
Paulist Father John R Sheer Diggers, have taken it upon York's Judson Memorial church clothing, the hippies parade in the removal of an anti-Semiiirj continent and on every contincolorful
symbolic
raiment."
stone
relief
in
a
C
a
t
h
o
l
i
c
,
(Baptist
United
Church
of
in. editor of the Catholic World themselves to provide free food,
ent maintained a 'benevolent
church at nearby Oberwesel, a empire.' Now it is American
agreed in a syndicated column clothing, and lodging — to any- 'Christ), disagreed. "The hipCan
the
churches
minister
to
spokesman for Bishop Rernhard' soldiers who stand on every
pies, at least the sharper hipthat the hippies indeed are body who needs it
LIQUOR
STORE
pies," he said, "are disillusion- those members of the love gen- Stein of Trier said.
preaching that "love is the
continent of the world, enemies
eration
who
don't
care
for
the
The existence of leaders in a ed with the (politically orientremedy of our ills."
The Jewish Council of Get-, of native revolutions. . ."
society which "m.ik"s a fetish ed) alternatives already tried institution?
many
has protested the relref. Dr. Novak rapped Americans
of
having
no
leaders^
observed
But if the hippies have the
for social change.
An unidentified group of hip- and Bishop Stein has been conwho worship the "cross and
right words, he noted, "they Norman Ciottwald in the Chris-!
pies came to the morning servdon't seem to have the rl«h* linn Century, an ecumenical, "They take the alternative of' ices of the First Congregational sidering its removal for some flag" rather than "genuine'
time, the spokesman said.
I Christianity. "The danger is,'
tune . . . The Love generation weekly, is another danger of a very personal involement^
Is on the right track. The trou- the hippy disaffection toward, which is just as viable an al-1 church in Detroit on a Sunday
ternaiive as the kid in the New' in June.. Dr. Erwin A. Britton
ble is that they are sitting down power structures
GET TOP NAME BRANDS
«
I,eft who completely rejects any minister of the congregation
on the track Instead of moving
noted
thai
there
were
a
num"They may be easily mobiliz- personal kind of hope for the
forward."
AT BIG SAVINGS . . .
«
ed by an unscrupulous leader! world and who concentrates on ber of aghast looks by the con"The phenomenon of people who claims to be the commun-i class, economic and political gregation at the hippies.
withdrawing from one society ity's voice," he noted, and factors.
"In Your Own Backyard"
•
In the church newsletter, he
into another more idealistic "leave themselves open to he-1
chided
his
congregation
for
one is nothing new." the Ari- coining playthings or victims of| "I think it (the hippy way)
"snubbing" the hippies. "I am
zona (Catholic) Register said the society."
I is a relevant alternative. The sure we convinced them," he
in an editorial "The hermits
hippies,
at
this
point,
have
to
So the majority of Christian 1 rebel against the acquisitive- wrote, "that we arc hopelessly
who retired into the desert in
opinion
seems to he that the' ness of American society. I bogged down somewhere midthe early days of Christianity,
and the great Religious Orders Flower Power people have, think that's partly why we are way in the 19th Century , . . 1
•
New York State Cii QQ
that' flourished in later centur- something to say lo the church j so threatened. We don't know precisely wanted the congregaies, were nil motivated by a and world about love, even lf| how to deal with people who tion to know that the church is
open to all."
the llving-out of that message aren't 'making it.'"
similar idealism."
leaves something to he desired
If the doors of the church reBut the hippies' idealism has in terms of relevance.
On drugs, particularly the
_ • - * • EXTRA SPECIALS • * * '
"gone awry," the paper declarpotent ones, there is unanimous main open to them, will the
There are, of course, dissen- agreement among the Christian hippies enter? The Rev. AJ
ed. "The antidote to the spirit
*
PHILADELPHIA Gold Club
of materialism whirh they (the ters from this view. A Syrian commentators. Those who are Carmines, whose church Is in
hippies) deplore, is not to be Orthodox priest, Father Greg- close to the actual hippy com- Greenwich Village, sahjfhlpples
•
_
WHITE HORSE Scotch
found in trying lo escape from ory Oflesh, (who has a parish in! munities note that not all hip- do turn to the church* fn times
of
tragedy,
death
and
fear.
it, washing their hands of it so San Francisco's hippy district) pies use dniRs (some won't
# #
said the hippies' "bugging-owt even drink coffee), but they
to speak . . ."
But the church shouldn't
0
of life is the fault of the par-| agree that using drugs of the
New Uniforms were not the only innovation that
^Lawrence Swaim, writing in enls. "The hippy is the victim."j potency of I„SD does constitute take advantage of them at those
times, he warned "The hippies
St. Augustine parishioners noted when they parmotive magazine (published for he claims, "of the total lack of a dangerous attempt to escape have their own religious thing
#
ticipated in a "Walk-Thru" Sept. 21 in the school.
love
in
his
h
o
m
e
"
Father
the University Christian Move
realilv.
'
going. And in terms of any proOfiesh's
comment
was
niliroiedi
Changes include the establishment of a Jr. High diment by The Methodist Church)
-giams, tin-- chuiTTTTias lo learn
Even the hippies are warn- from the hippies."
-on—a—^Aheology—of-4ove" nulei^ 1n the ColMnrius Catholic Times
vision, a new library housing 2400 books and the
that the hippies are "bnsieaMy column "The hippies' defiance ing each other of the harmful
addition of Spanish to the curriculum. Shown here
disaffectionate
toward power of conventions." the column physical effects of drugs. The
It seems that any church conwith Sr. Anna Louise modeling their new uniforms
In WESTOVEF PLAZA
^
m
structures . . . Rul significant said, "hegins as an attempt to Kast Village Other, hippy paper tact with the hippies is more
•
numbers of them have hough* get the attention and feeling in New York City, has carried likely to take the form of per
near Calkins Rd.
jfr
^
are Chris Tolbert, John Vertstraten, Kathleen Kalb
completely the lower middle- of togetherness only a happy several articles on possible sonal encounters than organiz
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By DENNIS J. CKANEY.
O.S.A.
One morning at communion
time of Mass 1 heard myself
pray "Lord, make me a Happy
Hippie" Dear leader. I was
as shocked as you mi^ht be It
was like hearing yourself say
"l^ord, help m e kill my aging
grandmother."
You want to know whore the
thought came from and what it
means. I suppose the thing (or
me to d o would he to bring it
u p with my psychiatrist, hut I
find writing a column on it
serves two purposes il relieves
me Of an anxiety and meets a
deadline.

T

f OPEN 9:30 to 10

Don't Just Shrug Off the Hippies
,,. lie or the man in the grey flan"* nel suit Coronaries and ulcers!
arc a part of contemporary re-;
£ ligious life as I hey are of Ihe
jj "world
Self-fulfillment
If I understand the turmoil
that is going on in convents
and monasteries today, it is
over this very point. The young
monks and nuns want self fulfillment. They want to become
themselves.
They
want
to
emerge from the "ticky-tacky"
life that had them answering
bells together, smiling togeth
erer, expressing the s a m e
cliches, trying all day to play
the role of monk or nun as the
holy rule outlined it.
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andfeepyour
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The Family Rosar;
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ning at 7 p.m. by
radio station WSAY,
in Auburn, television
panies Channel 8
Channel 5 in Horn
88.75 mc in Corning,
will lead in recitat
Rosary this week wil
—Fridayr-Sept. -29Roger Baglin.
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will be celebrated)
Gmelin, St. Thomas
parish.
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O u r Lady of Mercy.
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Baglin.
Tuesday, Oct. 3 —
tive of Knights of Et
#10.
Thursday, Oct. I
Butler, St'ftugustim

Father Roger B
e x p l a i n his ap
Spanish speaking
t h e Rochester Dioc
Family Rosary fo
radio program tor
day, S e p t 29, am
Oct 2. Bishop She<
e d Father Baglin
. creaslngly necessa
t a s k this past
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7 p.m. on a five s
work — In Roches
WMBO-FM in Au!
vision cable compa
-nel-8-4n-ElrairaT-GJ
Homell and at 38

Corning.
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Lady of Good C<
Lady of Perpetual
ester; St. Mary, C
St. Mary Our Mol
heads; St. Patricl
ris; St. Mary of th
tarlo; St. Rita, Wc
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Lima. Peru — An elderlv
Raptist lady in a Catholic home
for old folks here is getting onj
Beats were angry and had a, slow down and pay attention
quite well despite the differ I
message which they were able to our relationships with one
ences in the faiths.
j
to articulate. The Heats are a n o t h e r T n c y f o r g c > l that pay
gone and the Hippies have mov- .
"She
has
a
system
all
of
her
to one another
ed in. They will be replaced by] |"S
attention
demands
that we assume re- own," explains Maryknoll Faothers who find society too sponsibility for the society in ther .John .1 rVRricn of Flushdifficult and distasteful and which we live, even at the price ing. N Y .
choose to remain on ihe fringe. of laying down one's life or
"She loves to attend Mass. but:
Every protest group has even suffering a coronary or
'when it come-, time for the ser-|'
something to tell us We must ulcers.
listen.
„
Happy, yes. a m n n - s n r lurns off her heanngl .
For my part
iaid."
j'
The Hippies are telling us to Hippie, no.

The older monks and nuns
resent the implication that
I am well disposed toward
there is something wrong with
the Hippies. The fact that they
the way things were, the systhrow flowers to policemen
tem that automatically producwho harass them is enough for
ed holiness and provided low
me. The policeman's job is bocost employees for the ecclesicoming more difficult by the
a s t i c a 1 establishment. The
day and less appreciated by tinFlower power!
I younger monks and nuns want
community People like myself|
i community life to be a kind
write and talk about It. but we
ncve,r d o anything so touching was the forerunner of the kind'1 "f "be-in" where people relate
as the Hippies in expressing of community religious life we to each other openly and with
• less inhibitions, a kind of
our gratitude to the men who know today.
igape where they eat and
are dedicated to keeping our
cities from blowing up in the The monks of the early mid-' drink, discuss serious subjects
die ages left the villages and work and play in the fellowship
summer.
cities and ehoso to love in rural of the I,ord. They see no place
Protest Croup
areas or reclaim swamp lands in religious life for bachelor
and build ,-; monastery which
| < r spinster nuns Kilhei
I think that...we .<-an„ best nn .would be self sufficient, a kind{ m o n s 0
we relate warmly as brothers
derstand the IIippws if wes<-el ()f r ( ,, | R J n i l s ( . j(v fo) . m . l l ( , s „ and sisters or forget it.
them as a protest group w h o | w ; l s ., w i l h n r j w a l f r o n , „„.
Religious Hippies?
are making their point by with w o r | ( l , f , a n n t h ( l ) . , v p ( . o f W(),.|(,
drawing
from
society.
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The Little Brothers of Jesus
groups have a long history and |ly
model of the kingdom of
historically they have been re- ( i Q ( j
and the I,idle Sisters of .lesus
ligiously motivated. They arc
are the closest form of religious
seeking a more perfect way.
In our times, young rtien and Hippies. They do not run
W h e t h e r or not they conform, women leave their parental schools, agencies or any kind
t o the,gospel norms of the morel home and friends which liny of institutions They exist to
perfecj life, yve must recognize! cull "the world" and enter a "be"
a Christian
presence
the fact that Our Lord did en- novitiate and then are assign- where people need most a
courage- -people " t o SeH what ed to b e heads of the X-ray de- Christian presence. They choose
you have, give to the poor, and partment, dean .of. discipline.! to live' in apartments among
chemist ry teacher, c o l l e g e the poorest of the poor. A few
come follow Me."
. presideni, and hundreds of of them seek employment in
In t h e early centuries Chris] ( ) ( h e r "worldly" tasks.
near-by factories or institutions
tLans withdrew from society and
to support themselves we
They live a highly struclur enough lo "be."
lived in the desert as hermits
locked themselves in rooms as ed life Jhat makes many of
rfrotost groups fascinate me.
•*•—yfrglrts n r l i k e s t - Siman Sty them look alike and talk alike.
lite, lived on the top oFTTJOTtr^Phe- seminary - o r ' convont too A-decade ago 1 paraded-Grant
St." Anthony of the dffsert man often proves to be no refuge Avenue irt San Francisco to see
aged to gatner these "toners from the bexed-in life of the the Beats and the poetry on
;•
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"Watch Our Truckt Go By"
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