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The Archbishop—-of Toronto
must, this evening, be a very
happy man. He has succeeded
in re-uniting in his Church such
a constellation of eminent the-
ologians that Toronto will be,

. for a week, the capital of Chris-

tian thought. At the same time
as we are discovering a new
world created by the genius of
man on the marvellous islands
of the Universal Expo in Mon-
treal, you, here, under the guid-
ance of the Holy Spirit will iry
to examine with prophetic eyes,

the- signs—of-the-times,-You. will- ..

do this so as to grasp more rirm-
ly ‘“the unsearchable riches of
Christ” (Eph. 3:8), and in a
way which will win the admira-
tion of theologians of the future.

His Excellency Monsignor
-Pocock has had the kindness to
introduce me to this distinguish-
_ed audience with words which

therefore remain in constant
touch with Tradition and Scrip-
ture without ever divorcing it-
self from the present, and the
“particular set of circumstances
in which the Church exercises
her mission. It is to witness to
" your attachment to this Magis-

terium, much more than to ask -

me to display a competence
which 1.do not possess in theos

"logical matters, that you have

asked me to inaugurate, in my
capacity as bishop, this interna-
tional Congress of Theology.
.The Magisterium is a guide in
your reflection and a constant
reminder of the ecclesial reality.
It seeks to find, as do you, al-
though in a different manner,
the synthesis between what is
permanent and what changes. It
is its duty to maintain harmony
between that which cannot
change and that which must be
renewed.

have over-whelmed me. There
is nothing more dangerous than
these introductions whose liter-
ary genus often comes too close
to that of fiction ... But I won-
der if, in these matters, it would
be possible to find a more scep-
tical group than one composed
of theologians: whose role is to

discover, under its literary
forms, the authenticity ‘of the
inspired word of God. ... And

that is why, My Lord Archbish-
op of Toronto, while thanking
you with the deepest gratitude
I would ask you to address a
fraternal prayer to the Holy
Spirit that this inaugural lec-
ture may bring to its hearers
the message of the mystery of
Christ which the Apostle Paul
sought to evoke in those to
whom in addressed his words.
(Eph. 3:18)

The subject in which the or-
ganizers of this Congress have

sked-mo—tospeak-this-evening-——-—newal—of the Church,.-and; in.

presents numerous difficulties.
First of all there is the con-
tinual risk of reversing the
terms, and so yield to the temp-
tation of taking the easy way
out and talk about the renewal
of theology.

Well then, why do we make
renewal one of the characteris-
tics .of the life of the Church?
Is there not a great deal of good
seénse in the view the descend-
ant of David put forward so
many years ago: "l the Preach-
er have been king over Israel
in Jerusalem. And I applied my
mind to seek and to search out
by wisdom all that is done un-
der heaven; it is an unhappy
business that God has given lo
the sons of men to be busy

with.” (Eccl, 1:12)

Y

Hipply~ e exegets—wi— Loy the Gospel is lived intime _ _ -

save the theologians once
again! by telling them not to
take at face value this banter
ing malice, the product of the
philosophy of a sceptical mind,
We are faced here with a para-
dox of the Holy Spirit who uses

This is the full text of the talk given by Card-
inal Paul-Emile Leger of Montreal at last
week's Congress on -the Theology of the
Renewal of the Church, a five day meeting

of the world’s top theologians at Toronto.

Reports of other talks given there will be
published in swubsequent issues of the

Courier.

stallized a whole movement in
the renewal of theology in an-
swering to the needs of his cen-
tury. It is this sort of boldness
of which we have need foday.

Is this to say that a mere
translation or even a transposi-
tion of the thought of Aquinas
into the modes of comtemporary

errors of the past have given
the Church and the nations
some hard lessons. At the pres
ent time they are beginning to
achieve a greater mutual re-
spect in the understanding of
the areas of authority, and a
better understanding of free
dom of the individual, especi-
ally where religion is concern-

. ‘T-'diF-inéa_Syn thesis Between What | is Permanenta nc

of her life, as much because of
the normal evolution of all liv-
ing beings as because of the
perpetual relapses caused by
human weakness and stupidity.

The grain of mustard seed de-
velops and grows; the plant to
which it gives birth renews it.

> self without cease until it has

reached perfection, The yeast

in the -dough stretches and ex- -

tends its action until all is leav-
ened. The spouse of Christ put
all her joy into the preparations
for the wedding day in order to

. find Herself before Him ‘'with-

out spot or wrinkle or any such
thing, that she might be holy
and without blemish” (Eph.
5:27). The temple which builds
itself through time, and which
Christ is building constitutes,
according to the word of Paul
VI, “a fundamenta! conception
of the life of the Church.”

To fulfill this task properly,
the Magisterium needs you, and
you need freedom. Your free-
dom is not only of importance,
but is essential for your work.
The fidelity of the theologian
to the Magisterium must not be
interpreted as a passive ohedi-
ence which excludes all- initia-
tive. Rather must it he under-
stood in the light of different
gifts bestowed by the Spirit on
the Church for different (Eph.
4:11) functions and charisms.

The Council recognized that
theologians had “a lawful free-
dom of inquiry and of thought,
and the freedom to express
their minds humbly and cour-
ageously about those matters in
which they enjoy competence.”
Such a freedom well unrderstood,
and accompanied by sincere
self-criticism, will put your ef-
forts at the service of a true re-

collaboration with the Magis
terium, ensure that the Word of
God is heard in a world which
is changing constantly.

In order to clarify the sense
of renewsal in the Church, and
the practice of your essential
freedomn, let us seek toge ther to
find why the Church must re-
new herself. I see three reasons
which have provided me with
three topics. The Church renews
herself because it is:

1) a constant of her history
2) a law of her life

3) a condition of her faith-
fulness.

Always Renewed
1. God has entered into his-

and the Church evolves in a
world of change. Two thousand
years of life is a relatively short
time, but it is long enough to
enable us to sketch an outline
of the lmportant changes which
have happgened in the Church.

thought can beé considered as
the substance of the renewal? A
renewal which the Church must
quickly effect if it is going to
be able to answer to the ques-
tions of our contemporary
world. T do not think so. There
is much more to be done than
this. What must then be said?
The answer will be the result
of your work. For, Just as the
Summa of the Angelic Doctor
is an effort to syntheslze both
the secular and religious knowl-
edge of the Middle A ges, so the

theologian in the final yearxs of.

the twentieth century must seck
to harmonize our knowledge of
the world of satellites and elec-

Smeans-—-to--warn—-us-mever--

to accept the means fof the end,
and that in sum, oir being men
entails we are to accept with
courage the human condition in
which God has placed us. And
this condition demands that we
turn our eyes with confidence

——towards-that-new heaven-whic

____ indeed, indispensible.

t

was promised to us by the seer
of the Apocalypse. (Apoc. 21:1)
No, truthfully, when we ponder
the matter we perceive that
nothing i3 more foreign to the
true vocation of the Church
than stale custorm and the de-
bility of age. Notwithstanding
the fact it has been divinely
established and that from it
springs the promise of eternity,
the. Church can never be satis
fled with its attempt to be ever
more like Christ and to follow
his Gospel given o mankind.
To be truly faithful the Church
must continually renew itsell.
Those who refuse to accept the
renewal because they believe
themselves to be faithful to the
Church cound endanger its real
faithfulness.

Renewal is not ecasy to de-
fine. Not all change is renewal:
a thing can change for better
or for werse; one can even, in
changing, alter the essentials or
damage forms which have an”
abiding usefulness, which are,
The _re-

‘FThe Church has changed its
ways of prayer many times,
without altering the cssentials
of its liturgical and sacramen-
tal life. The Latin Church; for
example, prayed in Greek so
long as Greek was spoken in
Rome; in the Middle Ages she

d 10 Laun; taday her
liturgical languages are as di-
versified as the many Hving
languages required for hher ex-
pansion in the world. These
changes presupposed courige
and self-denial. We have had to
abandon in large measure ways
of expression of undeninble
beauty in order not to smother.
by unnecessary retention, that
which - they sought to oxposc.
We have had, -as Father Congar
‘said, “to be faithful to the prin-
ciple im depth, and so be un-
faithful to the forms which it
has taken on the surface.” This
fs an example ef a healthy
change which was not the result
of following fashion, of fecble-
ness, or of a policy of conces-
sions, all of these strangers to
the Gospel.

Here, however, the bishop
wishes to comment on these
changes. These remarks are

suggested by that charily which
remains the supreme law of the
Church of Christ.

Impatient people do mot un-

newal demands we respect what
is unalterable and that we co-
_operate in the unfolding of the
true tradition. Nonetheless, re
newal is not simply a return to
forms and customs of the past.
It is rather what in French we
call a ressourcement. A return
to the sources in the sense that
the life which gave birth to the
Church must spring up ever
more vigorously without en-
dangering her own proper and
unalterable nature.

The renewal tries to under
stand better God's revelation
given once and for all o the
Church, in order to put it into
terms which are meaningful for
the past and the present. It isa
more faithful listening to the
Word in order that it may be
proclaimed more effectively.

“In his gracious goodness,”
says the Council “God has seen
to it that what he has revealed
for the salvation of all nations
would abide perpetually in its
full integrity and be handed on
to all generations” Renewal
cannot change the Word of God
nor allow any part of what has
been revealed to be lost. Other.

“~wise It could ot be termed re-

newal, and far from revitalizing
the Church, would cut it off
from what is vital to its life.
Renewal, in sum, must not only,
under * the leadership of the
Magisterium, respect Tradition
and Scripture, it must be based

-»upom_themﬁ e

There is, in the Church, more
than in any other- historical
community, a tension between
fidelity to the unalterable and

—the-necessary adaptation-which

life impoges. The Magisterium,
the servant of the Word, must

L4 .

"

ed. This change in mental hab-
its merits the name of renewal
for it applies the Gospel princi-
ples concerning the distinction
of powers and the respect of
conscience.

And here I must make men-
tion of one of the most signifi-
cant events of our time: I mean
the meeting of the Vicar of
Jesus Christ on earth with the
rulers of this world at the
United Nations on October
fourth, 1965. Pius IX resisted
the Kings who sought the ter-
ritory of the Papal States. For
him it was the way at that mo-
ment in history of being faith-
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Church to construct it anew in
each century, but we would be
wrong to helieve that each one
of the stones which have been
put in place throughout the
ages forms an integral part of
its structure. We must have
courage to knock down the mow
superfluous wall and useless
tower., We must take care to
see we do not disturb the
foundations or obliterate the
outlines. Above all, we must un-

derstand that our duty is to
know how to fit our century,
like a living stone, into the
spiritual edifice,

pie,
~enunciated by "the CounclTo—"ho, in the presence of ecumen— — -

of the Spirit, the witness of the
Spirit, aad the unity of the
Spirit.
a) The Truth of the Spirit
Christ has told us two essen-

tial things concerning the Holy
Churen. He will -

Spirit in the
“bring to your remembrance all
that 1 hawe said to you” (John

14:26) angd “he will guide you |

into all the truth. (John 16:13).
In his book “Le Mystere du
Temps,” J€an Moroux has an ad-
mirable echo of these words
when he writes that the help of
the Spirit creates at the same
time in uxe Church both memo-
ry and prophecy. When the
Church takes account only of
the presemt, she does nothing
but change; if she looks only to
the future, she does nothing but
dream; only when she is consci-
ous of beimg the living tradition
of Christ is she truly remewed.

We donot hiave to destroy the——When—she—considers—the--whole— -

of time, past, present and fu-
ture, she gathers strengch from
the revelazion she has received,
she gives it to the present and
so prepares for the tomorrow of
God. Witaout the Holy Spirit,
we may see only what surrounds
us and forget what has gone
before. -

Distrust orignorance of tradi-
tion no dowupt sirs up coniusion
and change, but 1t does not pro-
mote renewal. On the conurary,
it endangers it. Xenewal de-
mands that we shoyld be hum-
ble beforee the times and not
think more highly of ourselves
than we ought.

The truth of the Spirit com-
mands that we submit gurselves
to a contizual and rigorous self-
criticism. t is easy to talk about
necess ary changes in the
Church, to take note, for exam-
of the primciples of renewal

comment £avorably and even to
eulogize thae renewal now gong
on. it is maore difficult to seek
out the ways in which the re-
newal must correct our own
short-comirmgs, disturb our hab—
its and encourage our zeal. Wu_h-
out the Holy Spirit we will
never get beyond words or be-
come deepdy and personally in-
volved. Tize craze for change,
especially in external matters,
may easly become a-first class
excuse for putting off, into a
more or less probable future,
those real changes of the spirit
and heart. If we judge with
severity all meaningless routine
which all too often degenerates

‘into a viim and emply Succes-

sion of mewre sounds, we must
also be catatiows-in the face of
changes which are not brought
abouf in {ke ¢ourse of that umi-
que searckh for real holiness
which is one of the marks of
the Church.

b) The Witness of the Spirit

Change which seeks the path
psistance. is not evan-
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If the ecumenical movement
is to be a leaven of renewal, it
must not encourage .people to
under-estimate the disparity of-
the different Chyistian tradi-
tions in the interests of a sup-
posed common heritage sat_is-
factory to all only so long as its
nature remains vague and im-
precise. Each one must, there-
fore, try to be as faithful as

possible to his.own Church. The -~ -

Churches which renew them-
selves in order to be more truly
themselves in faithfully follow-
ing Christ will certainly one day
be—united,—for—their__renewals
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arise from the same source, and
their faithfulness converges.

Paradoxically unity will not be
achieved unless each one, guid-
ed by the Holy Spirit, endeavors
to be himself in Christ and to
_respect the other as an other.
We do not have to copy each

_other to join together; it is

enough to go to the end of thé
path laid down before us by our
own tradition. Following that
path we will, no doubt, discov-
er that we are not so far from
each other, and at the end Christ
will meet us in that unity which
he has always willed.

Each Church must walk in
unity towards unity. If the di-
viding line between the
Churches is blurred today, it all
too often,” alas, permits the de-
velopment within the different
Churches of dangerous internal
divisions. Enlightened minds
have a tendency to rejoice too
soon in their common victories
against those they view as being
the arriere garde of their own
community. If we must congra-
tulate ourselves for having over-
come prejudices, we must be
careful not to provoke, in the
name of an ill-conceived ecu-
menism, new divisions. Those

ism hesitate for valid reasons
(such as the desire to be faith-
ful to their Church), may in
their hesitation prove to be a
precious help in defining the
objects to be attained. In any
case we will not arrive at unity
by breaking up our own com-
munities.

Ecumenism between our
Churches must rest on ecumen-
fsm within each Church, for the
saying is still true, here more
than elsewhere, that a well-or-
dered charity begins with one-
self. The Church is a people on
the march. All renewal hastens
this process, and we must know
how to creaté the comditions for
a prograssive and unified re-
newal,

Conclusion

We ‘have seen how the Church,
faithful to the truth, to the wit-
ness, and to the unity of the
Holy Spirit, may fearlessly take
the road to remewal which is
a constant of her history and a -
law of her life. It is in this .
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gelical, and cannot claim the
dignity of renewal. Renewal is
never ‘accornplished by laziness,
parrotry, ox complacency. Since
Pentecost the Church has been
placed asa prophet before men.
We must take om ourselves all
that this wocation entails. We

Cardinal Leger in inaugural of Toronto Theology Congress.

-

machines, with the un
universal  salwific

tronte
changeable
will of God.

I have the deepest conviction
that this effort cannot he done
today hy a single man even
though he be a genius. 'i‘heolo-
glans must sooner or Eater work
in groups, and organize labora
torles of rescarch just asdo the
chemists and biologlsts who sub-
mit their hypothesis to the verl
fication of thousands of experi
ments before putting a single
product on the pharmmaceutical
marked.

Take, for example, the ques
tion of the presentation of the
doctrine of original sin. ‘The

theotogian must take account of .

the findings of paleontology.
And what does this new science

_derstund The
seems to be impeding all the
efforts of renewal while the
pusillanimous have theidea that
the least change in detail un-
dermines discipline and is cven
a danger for the faith. Where,
then, are we going to find the
true renewal? In a sincere seek-
ing for the truth. There have al-
ways been explorers in the
Church. Their presence is use-
ful, even essential. Their voca-
tion reminds us of thal ef the
prophets in Israel. But the pro-
phetic action did not, according
te the design of Providence,
supplant the role of the judges,
the administrators and the
priests of the old covenant.

In the Church prudence must
inspire and balance the action
"of the bishaps who have been
chosen by the Holy Spirit him-
self to guide and sanctify the
People of God. Impatiennce as
well 4z inertia may compromise
all real renewal which must,
even If thls involves delay in
its application, receive the ap-
probation of the Magisterium.

The Church has ¢hanged its
ways of expressing the Ch ristian
‘Mystery: through our mmental
categories, After the rabbinical
sort of exegesis of St. Paul and
the early Fathers of the Church,
after countless confrontations
with the Greek and Arb phil-
osophers, St. Thomas Aquinas
wonderfully expressed
.the Christian faith _using the
categories of Aristotle. We for-
get too easily the scandal this
" genius provoked among his con-
tempories. Thomas Aquinas in-
novated, but his boldness mer-

its the “name of remwal bBa ="

cause, without losing a particle
of the revealed truth, he cry-

[}

slowness . which_ .

tet-us? it haspushed-back the
origins of man to the din past
of pre-history. We are forced
to think in terms of millions
rather than of the four thou
sand years of our little cate
chisms. On the other hand, the
theologian must accept with re
speet a dogma which is based
on the authenticity of the Word
of God.

Holding onto these two links
of the chain, he — the theolo
gran — must seek, with an cf
fort which at times will demand
heroism, to formulale the re
vealed truth ina way which will
not-.contradict the findings of
seience. lle may, in a -semse,
evaluate the findings of science,
yet he must also respect them,

because science has its own re

quirements and autonomy; but,
on the other hand, his research
must be in perfedt” harmony
with the affirmations of the
Magisterium. If there wis ever
a case where the theologians
should have recourse to the
findings of the exegete it is
here. But this is only one of a
thousand cases.

The Chur¢h has often chang
ed its ways of dealing with na
tions. The Church of the mnar
tyrs, under Nero, Domitlan or
Trajan, could not suspect that

there would come a day which -~

would sce the Edict of Constan-
tine and the establishment of
Christianity as the reéligion of
the Empire. It would no doubt
have thought it dangerus, as
we toddy think it astonishing,
to see Charlemagne kissing, one

.after another, all the steps of -

St. Peter's, and__then entering

“"the Basilica hand in hand with -

Hadrian the First. "The vicis
situdes of history, and even the

ful to his role as the guardian
of tradition, and in the politi-
cal-sociological conditions of the
time could he have acted other-
wise? It is not up to us to say.
But what a renewal in the atti-
tude of a Church who now
claims nothing else, nothing
more, and nothing less than the
liberty of proclaiming to the
world the message of salvation,
in its own proper role of the
servant of God and the servant
of humanity!

The Church has changed its
behaviour towards those who do
not wholly share its faith. We
arce far from the time of ana-
themas, of the controversy over
icons,_and religious wars. Today

the FEcumenical Movement dis- -

courages intransigence, con-

-demnations and fratrieidal bat- - -

tles and seeks to replace them

by the conversion of each to,

Christ, and by a common wit-
ness to the Gospél in a mutual
love of truth, and a profound
spirit of charity. A renewal such

as this may be called a revolu-- .

tion if we care to remember
the words of Peguy “A revolu-
tion is an appeal to a more per-
fect tradition.” I will return
later to this point of such pri-
mary importance.

The Church has also gradual-
ly changed its attitude towards
secular values, and has now
opened itself Lo sources which
_are not ecclesial in the strict
sense, More and more, as the
Couneil says, the Christian com-
munity “realizes that it is truly
and intimately linked with man-
kind and its history.” The dis-
trust of the world and of pfog-
ress — as well as an unwar-
ranted spiritualized view of all
earthly activities — appears to
us today to be against the spirit
of the Seriptures. From the first
page of Genesis, where man re-
ceives the Universe as his por-
tion, to the end -of the Apoca-
lypse, - where he is promised a
new heaven and a new earth,
man is called on to. complete
the work of the Creation.

We need only a sense of his-
tory to understand that, in the
past, the Church has renewed
herself many times and, in the
present, she is renewing her-
self before our eyes. It is a con-

stant of her history. Why? Be-’

cause it is a law of her life.
*

" The Law o{ Renewal
2. The Biblical images which
evoke the mystery, of the Church
make us see renewal as a law

1

~-moon--waxes-- and

Sin im the Church makes a
perpetual renewal mnecessary.
The Church is a vine some of
whose branches do not always
bear the fruit one expects; it
is a field where the tares grow
with the good grain; it is a net
into which slip both good and
bad fish; it is a gathering where
the foelish virgins jestle the
wise ones. We must, in all pos-
sible ways prune the vine, cul-
tivate the furrows, again and
again put down the néts into
the sea, empty and refill the
lamps which are going out.

Aggiornamento is the natural

have 10 speak T¢ thé wWorld i a
language which it cannot under-
stand without a gift of Ged. If
we dilute the Christian message
to the poimt where it does not
surprise arayone who hears us,
we are no longer prophets. The
renevwal should make us
abandon ewverything which, in
our vocabuilaries, or our atti-
tudes, hurgs our brothers use-
lessly, and impedes their prog-

. ress ‘towards the truth, but the

desire to speak an intelligible
language must not make us for-
get that we speak of things, and
we must speak of things, which
are beyond the bounds of rea-
son. Withowat the Holy Spiritour
testimony before the world is
empty and without weight. We
are always exposed to the dan-
ger of sawing nothing in an
agreeable way, but then we are

spirit that I #SK you {6 begin
the work inscribed on the

_agenda of the present. Congress.

An immense task awaits you of
which your debates and your
studies will be little more than
a beginning. The renewal of the
Church in her doctrine demands
ar effort—of Treflection—which
goes beyond what is possessed
by even the most endowed of
the theologians. Together, how-
ever, under the guidance of the
Holy Spirit and in company with
the whole Church you may hope
to shed some light on the most
pressing problems.

Theology must become more
flexible and diversified, and the
progress in Biblical research
and the study of the Fathers of
the Church have already made
this clear. But, we must soon
go further and deal frankly
with the question of theological
language in the face of a secu-
larized world in order to move
forward effectively with the re-
newal of the Church in her doc-
trine.

Theological language is indis-

as Isaiah says as seers who see____ pensible. It. is the -necessary

state of the Church. The Fath-

ers spoke of the Mysterium
Lunae: the Church reflecting
the light of Christ as the moon
sends us that of the sun. The
wanes. Our
task Is to remew the Churxch
each time its light beconies less
brilliant in the night of the
world. “Christ summons the
Church,”” says the Council, “as
she goes on her pligrim way,

_ to that continual reformation of

which she always has need, in-
sofar as she is an institution of
men here on earth.”

This situation of the Church
which evolves beciuse of the
laws of life, and which must
constantly be re-assessed be-
cause of her weakness, is para-
doxical, since the Church ‘has
been established to continue
for ever as the great sacrament
of salvation given to all men.
The Church is thus at the same
time made and to bé remade;
final and subject to change,; one

“and divided:—holy—and- sinful;

-

universal and limited; apostolic
and faithless. We go against the
truth of Christ if we dare to
say that in our Church nothing
is permanent and everything is
relative, as- if we could con-
tinually rebuild it with new
structures. It is just this para-
dox which makes the renewal
of the Church a- condition of
her faithfulness. “The . Church,””
says Newman, “must renew it-
self in. the preservation of its
type, and the continuity of its
principles, with a power of as-
similation, according to a logi-
.cal sequence, with an anticipa-
tion of its future and a conserv-
ative action upon its past, in

order to maimtain its. chromic -

Vigor."
Tests of Fidelity @

3. For the reform to he_some- ...

thing more than mere change,
and to become authentic re-
newal, we must serve the truth

/

not, and prophets who do not
prophesy (Is. 30:10). A true re-
newal canxot eliminate the folly
of the cross, nor can it replace

personal integrity.

It is by the witmess of his life
that a’ Chxistian best Furthers
thé witness of the Spirit. Even
if the Christian paradox allows
that we can be for others the
unworthy imstruments of a good
which we do not live ourselves,
it remains true as Pius XI said:
“when the zesl of the reformer
has not peersonal integrity, but
is the expression and the ex-
plosion of passion, he has mud-
died rathex than clarified, de-
stroyed rather than built. It
takes more than wishing to be
a reformer? No one can arrogate
to himself the right to renew
the life of the Church. The
Christian who sees himself plac-
ed in circumstinces which tempt
shim to criticize the established
order, and to set up new forms
of thought, or prayer, or of ac-
tion, must first of all try to put
himself in the presence of the
Holy Spirit. If he fails in this
his action even without ill-will
on his part, can become a coun-
ter-witness. And it is thus the
unity of the Christian commun-
ity is impexilled,

¢) Unity of the Spirit

" The ecamenical movement
dominates €he present scene and
animates a great deal of today’s”
renewal. . . . unless it is more
true to my that it is the re-
newal of the Church whieh has
 instituted it and rendered it
more effeckive, The tremendous
effort of rapprochement among.
Christians, which can only come
from the Spirit, carries more-
than one paradox with it. I cite
only two of these. Ecumenism,
no matter bow out-going it may

vehicle through which we un-
derstand and say what we can
about Ged, -Christ, the- Church,
sin and redemption. Faith is not
simply an ineffable response to

the Word-of God, but-it-is social—
~ and must therefore be express-

ed in propositions which do not
falsify it. Yet a constant vigi-
lance must be exercised because.
modes of expression grow old
quickly, and when it is too late
we may find that they are
empty. Father Karl Rahner re-
minds us that to de nothing in

such a case is an indication of

indifference to that very truth
which one wishes to defend. It
betrays a lack of power of ap-
propriation and of practical as-
similation which denotes a sort
of concealed unbelief and which
he does not hesitate to call
heresy, “a heresy in which dead -
orthodoxy is merely the result
and expression of an inner in-
difference towards truth.” We
must nonetheless be wary of an
iconoclasm which unleashes it-
self against every ancient for-
mula and be on our guard
against idolatory which mani-
fests itself in a worship of new
forms.

In an area of such complexity, -

your discussion is the best way
of serving the Magisterium and
the Churc¢h. The golden rule in
all our work will be that dic-
tated by an unfeigned charity
and for a theologian, is it not
true that the highest form of
this charity will be expressed
in a filial love of the Church,
one and holy.

The true reforniers have been -
saints. For them, the Church

wias ‘before everything else a

loving mother to whom they of-
fered an unconditioned service.
Their theological reflections

be, is impossible without-the— -~ Were-accompanied by hymns o

fidelity of each of usto his own
tradition, and the Iove of our
own brethren.

praise in which they glorified
.their holy‘ Mother. The “Sancta

(Continuéd on Page 6)
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Jesuit F
Greets M

Father Merlin A.
S.J. who has served
esuit missions for 34 :
on his third trip hc
past week, and visited
atives in the Rocheste

The veteran missio
served as a parish pri
colony chaplain, teac
construction administr:
ing World War II, he
ed a ‘“parish on the
four years in the !
mountains,

He is a native of
N.Y. and spent mucl
past three months vis
hundreds of relative
abouts. Over the past °
he was at the home of
in( Mrs. William Glas
Carfer St. Occassion
'25th anniversary of th
sion of her vows by the
ter, Sister M. Annu
Sister of Mercy assig
year to- St Louis, -
School, Pittsford.

- "Two months ago, wi
ing another cousin

Rocheste
Names H

Gilbert A. Henner, -
ident and treasurer o
ter Telephone Corpor:
been elected to the ¢
board of directors, ¢

-

Beinetti, Rochester °
president, announced 1

Henner replaces J
Wilson on the board.
son, who was vice |
operations for Roches
phone, died earlier th

Henner joined
Telephone in 1931 as :
the statistical section.
served as staff accoun
statistician, internal
and general actountan
he was named assis
troller and assistant
and in 1960 controller
elected vice ~preside:
in 1962 and yice pres:
tréasurer § year later

Henner, a native of
ter, was graduated frd
dral ‘High School and
the University of Roct
fore graduating from 1
Business Institute in
ing. -

Henner is presiden
Rochester chapter of
tional Association of
tants, vice president,

" -Rochester chapter of 1

cial Executives Instit
president of Genesee
Telephone Pioneers o
ica; a member' of the

|




