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School Boards Are Mushrooming 
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By MONICA REEVES 

The growing number of school 
boards in the Rochester diocese 
is an example of Catholic par­
ents trying to make fact out of 
the theory that parents are the 
primary educators of their chil­
dren. 

Two years ago, there wasn't 
one school board of parents and 
admTrustfafofs in Ttie"entire dio­
cese. As the youngsters head 
back for the classroom this fall, 
however, there will be an esti­
mated 50 school boards work­
ing—for—a—better -education-for-— 
them. 

The reasons for such boards 
are important. First and fore­
most is the idea of parents as 
the primary educators. Next is 
the financial angle. Long range 
planning for education requires 
careful thought if Rochester 
parochial schools are to repre­
sent the best combination pos­
sible of quality and quantity 
Such a goal necessitates a busi­
ness sense which every cleric 
possesses. 

Father Daniel Brent, associate 
superintendent of the Roches­

ter diocese sums it up this way: 
"The school board amounts to a 
method of letting parents de­
cide how much Catholic educa­
tion they want to afford." 

According to Father Brent, 
school boards of the diocese 
take on a similar pattern al­
though certain practices vary. 
Some parishes divide up into 
districts for voting purposes; 
other "parishes elect schoor board 
members as a whole. Number 
of board members varies from 
eight to eighteen. Generally 
speaking, both pastor and prin-

-eipal are- given a place .un-the.-
board — sometimes with, some­
times without the voting privi­
lege. 

Constitutions are then writ­
ten after many long hours of de­
bate and discussion. The Dioce­
san School Office does make 
available model constitutions 
but encourages each parish to 
draw one up which is tailored 
to its own unique needs. 

Committees form the work­
ing basis for the school boards 
Most parishes have committees 
concerned with finances, cur-
riulum, personnel, student wel­

fare, facilities and public rela­
tions. 

Perhaps the two most criti­
cal areas of t h e school board 
system are finances and parish 
interest and involvement. There 
must be a sustained, long-range 
concern on the part of parishion­
e r s if a school board is to sur­
vive. There is also t h e ever 
sensitive question of where to 
draw the line 'between' adminis­
tration and policy making. 

Two particular points of con­
cern for some school boards are 
the CCD classes and t h e adult 
education classes. The responsi­

bility for these programs is 
being assumed by some boards. 

For the future, Father Brent 
said that the diocese is envision­

ing t h e development of a three-
tiered arrangement There will 
be the parish school board, an 
overseeing area board such as 
now exists with the Chemung 
and Cayuga county boards and 
then a diocesan board to as­
sume the responsibility of gen­
eral coordinating factor. 
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Finding His Capacity 
INDIVIDUAL PROJECTS, often associated with 
hobbies, give our youngsters today more freedom to 
pursue their fullest development. (NC Photos) 

An integral part of "Back to School" for children 

is in learning to live . . . to become involved with the 

people of the world in which they live. 

For over 40 years, in the Rochester Diocese, our 

school children have been involved, in heart and spirit, 

through prayers and sacrifice . . . in aiding children 

throughout the vast mission fields through the Associa­

tion of the Holy Childhood. 

We Salute The Children 

of The Diocese of Rochester 

for their Outstanding Aid 

In Supporting the Works of 

Home and Foreign Missions 

Our Humble Thanks For 

Their Past Generosity 

And A Sincere Appeal 

For Their Continued Support 

The Pontifical Association of the 

HOLY CHILDHOOD 
50 CHESTNUT ST. ROCHESTER 14604 

Rt,£ev,Msgxv JohiLE, Duffy • DiocesannDirector: 
Phone 454-2926 
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UNia&T±D! 
Come to McCurdy's for school fashions. 

A. KATE GREENAWAY takes cotton twill, 
tailors it into something simply devastating for 
school girls. Norfolk pleated front, lowered belt 
line, all touched up with white stitching. In 

-tawny-copper 
Sizes 3 to 6x 8.00 Sizes 7 to 12 9.00 

B. PLAID TENT DRESS, also by Kate Green-
away. Easy-care combination of 50% poly­
ester and 5 0 % cotton in brown or green plaid. 
With % sleeves, white collar and cuffs banded 
in plaid. 

Sizes 3 to 6x 6.00 Sizes 7 to 14 8.00 

C. FEIN ORIGINAL fetching plaid float of 
6 5 % dacron polyester, 35% cotton. Gold/-
red/navy. Sizes 7 to 14 10.00 

D. SHIRTWAIST, also Fein Original. Pleated 
front. Gold in sizes 7- to-14. 10,00 

E. POLLY FLINDERS, done so demurely, in 
floral print cotton with Jiand-smocked yoke, 
leg-of-mutton sleeves, matching panties. Green 
with persimmon in sizes 3 to ox 8 .00 

F. BONDED KNIT of DuPont orlon acrylic by 
RAR. Diagonal stripes in aqua or red combina­
tions. Button-down collar and plaquet front. 
Sizes 7.to 14. 12.00 

FISHNET TIGHTS with everything. White or 
string, small, medium, medium large or large 
sizes. 2 .69 

Mail and phone orders filled. Call 232-1000 

McCURDY'S GIRLS' AND CHILDREN'S SHOPS, THIRD FLOOR, MIDTOWN; also at NORTHGATE and GENEVA 
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Shot) all-three McCurdy stores Monday through Friday 9:3U ma. Saturdays Mldtown and Geneva open 'til 5:45, Northqate m 


