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By FATHER ROBERT
F. McNAMARA

Burial of the dead is anact of
great charity, and an act of
great faith as well, when per
formed in a Christian context.
But there is perhops none of

dings, that is subject to so many
abuses 8s the funeral. Probably
because, as St. Augustine wrote
centuries ago, funeral rites are
“rather a solace for the living
than a help to the dead.” It is
the living, not the deceased,
who are prone to engage in ob
Jectionable practices.

In the last century morticians
were less well trained. The role
of funeral director was closely
associated with the role of cabi-
et maker,>for it-was normally
the furniture maker who both
made the coffin and supervised
the entombment.

Older citizens will recall that

even as recently as forty or|return trip.

fifty - years ago, especially in

v

An Auburn Funeral in 1913

out of the conveyances. They,would likewise be punished by
behaved equally hadly on the|appropriate sanctions.

We have no way of knowing

Not a few bishops in the mid-|whether Bishop Timon solemn-

A Look At The Old-Time F uneral

McMullen's funeral in Roches-
ter. The priest in charge was
suspended from his priestly fac-
lulties for three months, a lay
couple was excluded from Holy

i the conclusion that his effort

had been sufficently successful,
so he asked his clergy, gathered
in retreat, whether he should
not perhaps rescind the unpopu-
iar ruling. The clergy, rather to
his surprise, seemed to favor
its retention. He tock occasion
of the same meeting to urge
his priests to outlaw ‘the use
of musical bands at funerals.

It is questionable,. hpwever,
whether in his generation the
first bishop of Buffalo could

- |completely uproot practices so

deeply rooted in emotion.

In 1872, the first bishop of

faced the same problem of fu-
neral abuses. Among other
burial regulations, he ruled that
“twelve carriages and no more
shall be allowed at a funeral.”
It was an implicit admission
that Timon had failed after all
in the “battic of the carriages.”

He and his successors in the
See of Rochester have continued
to legislate against current
abuses in popular burial -prac-
tices, but the question of the
rumber of conveyances used
and the decorous behavior of
the mourners are no longer at

| What finally rendered the car-
irrelevant was
the greater prosperity of Cath-
increase in the
number of privately owned car-
riages (and later, automobiles)
which would be brought by the
mourners themselves. Impropri-
elies there often are at funerals
in our own day, but they are

Rochester,-Bermard J. McQuaid,|

and 12¢ o

rather different
nature, even though they still
spting from “solace to the living
rather than from help to the
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Sister AHtends
Conference

Sister Mary Beatrice, S.S.N.D.,
will altend the 13th Educational
Conference of the School Sisters
of Notre Dame the week of
August 14 at the College of
Notre Dame. of 'Maryland.

10

Sister Mary Beatrice is on
the faculty of St. Joseph’s Busi-
ness School.
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PICK A BERRY!

ROYAL'S EXCLUSIVE BLACKBERRY
GELATIN ...so fresh tasting, you'd
think 1t had just been picked. And
only Royal has Vitamin C! Pick some

Those who wish to hire young men for a
minimum of three {3} hours at the minimum
wage of $1.25 per hour are asked to call

CYO.

up...soon!

Need HELP?

GENERAL MAINTENANCE
LAWN CARE
CLEANING efc.

C.Y.0.

JOB PLACEMENT

In cooperation with Inner-City Parishes
the C.Y.O. will act as a clearing house
between young men with working per-
mits and prospective employers. C.Y.O.
is not acting as employer and does not
assume any obligations in employer-
employee maiters,

Phone Col
454'2030 Mon. thru Fri.
Mr. Joseph Judge ';";::"5"
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carriages at funerals

Most Catholics, in the old
days, were accustomed to follow
the body of the deccased on faol
to its place of burial. This was
still easy in America when the
churchyard was close to the
church itself. But here the cem.
etery was more likely to be on
the outskirts of the town. al
some distance from the church
building. Immedate  relatives
and elderly mourners were in

T 1l “Watch Our Trucks Go By”- I |i
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-t his -case M‘[.gnd to-ride-in pd

riages. What happened, how.
“ever, was that apparently mos!
of the mourners at non-Catholie
funerals rode in carriages, and
going by carriage thus hecame

sort  of status.-symbol ‘The
trouble was that the family of
the deceased had to pay  for
the rental of these carmages,
and poor 1mnumprant  famabies
could scarcely afford such  un-
necessary display  (As late  as

1912, the Diocesan  Synod
Kansas City dectared that any
funeral that.cost over 20 per
cent of the annual revenue of a
family was plainly excessive.
The problem must have been
that bad, if not worse, in the
1850's.)

of

To add insult to injury, many
of the people who rode to fu-
ricrals behaved in a most un:
scemly manner. En route, they
talked loud, laughed, and some-

times ¢ven drank. Al The grave | A

yard they did not hother to gel
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The Water Heater for the Growing Family

Active growing families need lots of hot water. There’s many, many, baths,
any, many washings and much, much cleaning to

But many times, as you grow, your old water heater seems to shrink. You find
you're running out of hot water right in the middle of a shower, or the water
isn’t hot enough for the second batch of clothes. If this is the case—now is the
time to switch to the water heater that grows with your family—an A. O. Smith
Permaglas gas water heater. :

Because A. O. Smith is quality constructed throughout, it's able to keep up”
with yout growing demands. The glass lining is built to take the numerous changes
et_( occurs when converting cold water to hot. And the thick blanket of insulation
kdeps the hot water in the tank—where you want it!

So, if your old water heater can’t keep up with your growing family—stop
in and sce us. We'll see that you get an A. O. Smith that grows with you.
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an, Methodist and
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thers’ L.oyola-on-Potom
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Discuss Renew
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be done. And, as the family
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10 Year Guarantee ...

If within the 10-year period your
tank leaks or you have rusty watter
due to a defect in the glass lining,
you will receive a new water heater
free. On any heater purchased after
. |- October 1, 1965 installation will also
be free within 5 years of purchase.

Permaglas Gas Water Heater

$149%

30 Galloh Model
includes Delivery and Normal lnstallation
Budget Terms — As Low a5 §5.00 a Month | -

RGIE

Open Tues. and Thurs. till 9 — Closed Saturdays during July & August

ROCHESTER GAS and ELECTRIC

AN INVESTOR-OWNED COMPANY WITH MORE THAN 25,000 SHAREHOLDERS
. . . R - I -

PHONE
5462700
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automacic dishwasher is added, then a newer and bigger washer—all to keep you,
your family and your home as neat as a pin.
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