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From Marxist Pasolini

Hariford — (NC) — Anyone
who believes the current discus-
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. munist, but I am nostalgic for

. Pasolini “religious film” which|
may be regarded as more sig-
nificant to the movement to-
ward Christian - Marxist

logue.

~ Another ReligiousFilm—

New York — “I am a Com-

Catholicism,” remarks the fam-
ed Italiam film director .Pier
Paolo Pasolini. “Who of us
(Italians) can say that deep in-
side he doesn't feel a little
Catholic, Catholicism is in the
air we breathe. I think it's quite
acceptable, not contradictory at
all, for a Marxist to make a re-
ligious film. After all, both
Catholics and Communists are
full of idealism.”

Pasolini has been frequently
reiterating his defense of his
right to make a religious film
ever since the surprising suc-
cess of his filmed life of Christ,
“The Gospel According to Mat-
thew.” But now going into na-
tional distribution is another}

dia-

Titled “The Hawks and the

Sparrows,” it s a film in which,
Pasolini has flatly admitted, he
is attempting to show the im-
-pact that the Catholic Church
has had on Marxist thought
since the reign of Pope John
XXIII, and, in addition, an at-
tempt to show that mankind can
benefit if both Christians and
Marxists learn to listen to one
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characters, an old man( played

The film features two central

by the late Italian comic, Toto)
and his son, who, while joumeY-

by Pope Paul before the United
Nations — that they must con-
tiiiiie to teach the birds to love
no only their own kind but all
kinds as well,

In a second part to the film,
the old man and the boy visit a
destitute family who are ob-
vious tenants of theirs and de-
mand rent; later they them-
selves are threatened with im-
prisonment unless they pay a
certain debt. Later they witness
the mass funeral of Palmiro
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Toto as a 13th century monk distracted by sellers of religious items while
trying to teach sparrows God’s Iaw of love

- ing on foot down a road toward}

 younger monk spend more than

“task made more “difficult’ ’Wﬁéh‘

" various destinations; are joined|
by a talking crow, who de-
scribes himself as a “leftist in-
tellectual.”

Unable to ascertain from the
two travelers where they are
going or why, the crow tells
them a story set in the time of
St. Francis. The saint tells two
of his monks (played in the
flashback sequence by the same
two actors who play the modern
travelers) that they must teach

the hawks and the sparrows
that they must love as God
loves them.

The elder monk and the
a year searching for hawks who
will listen and learning how to
converse in hawk language. In
a comical scene, the old monk
and a number of hawks talk
back and forth about God, and
finally the hawks understand
that God wanis them to love.

The same problems are met
by the two monks in trying to

SPACPQA

sellers of religious goods set up
noisy shop just whege the old
imonk is trying to communicate
his message.

‘Eventually, the monks get
through to the sparrows, only to
be disheartened when they see
a hawk attack and devour a
sparrow. Reporting back to St
Francis, the two monks are told
by the saint — in words used

rold Charlie Chaplin films — the

seems to suggest that neither
Communism nor Christianity in

Mg
PIER PAOLO PASOLINI

Togliatti, who was head of the
Italian Communist Party until
his death in 1963. All the while,
the crow is keeping up his
questions and commentary,
about the need for Marxist
solutions to current problems.

ions
“scandal” to both Christians and
Marxists: to the Marxists for his
1seemingly unorthodox films,
and to Christians for daring to

undertake religious themes.
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Church since Pope John has
had on his thought.

“For Pasolini, the period of
St. Francis, 1200 A.D., was one
of the most advanced periods
in the Church’s relations with
society,” according to a spokes-

man for Brandon Films, which{

is distributing thé film in the
U S. “The thoughts of Pope
John XXIXII on justice and
equality, according to Pasolini,
are a modern version of this
doctrine.”

The end of the crow, con-
tinues a Brandon Film com-
mentary, “represents man’s
cruel assimilation of ideas of
ideas of the past so that man
can go on to whatever his fu-
ltlm'e may be.” In Pasolini’s case,

e

which he did mot necessarily
share any longer . ind

changed posi-

Pasolini has on several occas-
“apologized” for giving

“But what I'm really looking

forward to doing,” he reports,|
“is
modern dress, with the dialogue
taken from his letters.”

the life of St. Paul in

“invested the crow. withj
many beliefs and characteristics

eed|
the present polit cal left has
abandoned and
tions of the past.”

ion_oan:&tllLs_e_l_ihaclM'E?.

Cellbucy Téplc Dafes WGY B""‘

a Connecticut Catholic news-
paper nearly 140 years ago.

tor—A—M-—Talley-of the

Elmira K
To Host

convxncmg folks at the Cathohc
Transcript archdiocesan news-
papre.

“It is rumored that’ the

among the clergy.” Talley

A researcher going through
the Transcript microfilm files
found a brief comment on the
subject on the editorial page of

Catholic Church will see
falsehood.”

Ca“tholic ‘Press  noted —in that
paper's issue of July 11, 1829:

Pope intends to abolish celibacy

mented that “those who know
anything of the discipline of the
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anphlet Issued

Washington—(NC)—The Pub-|.
lications’ Office of the United
States Catholic Conference has
published a pamphlet edition of
the
Worship, issued by the Sacred
Congregation of Rites on May
25.

Instruction on Eucharistic

Then suddenly, the two
travelers kill the crow and eat
it, and then — in a scene rem-
iniscent of the ending of many

man and the boy continue on
their way down the road.

“This fable of a crow telling
stories to a father and a son

their present form are adequate

po FALSE TEETH

Rock, Slide or Slip? |

FASTEETH, an lmproved powder
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Get FASTEETH at aall drug counters.

ideological answers to life,” con-
cate,” a Protestant magazine,
while the National Catholic Of-

fice-for-Motian= SRRt =
Fprimarily  as aﬁﬁ!ﬁf enter~

tainment (in which) Pasolini
communicates best of all his
optimism in the future of mman.™

But according to Pasolini, the

back to the era of St. Francis
and several direct quotes from
Pope Paul and Pope Johm
(spoken by various characters
in the film) are his way of
stressing the Influence the

Theater

News

Ki

ing John

by BUPHEMIA WYAYT

KING JOHN—He was said to
have been poisoned by a monk.
Actually he ate too greedily of
an eel ple. With apologies to
the animal kingdom one may
safely call John a rat—crafty,
cruel, rapacious. In an old play
published in 1591, '*The Trou-
blesome Reign of King John™
the King Is a much less despica-
ble person, the champion, ac-
cording to Hollinshed, against

o he speaks of Arthur as “this bethumped by words In the Age of Reason, an
both the Pope and the French morsel of dead royaity” 1n Actf ‘ P Archbishop succumbs to the
Shakespeare, six years later,|IV. Since first I called my broth- {flesh. In the Revolution all
followed the construction of the N . l o er's father, Dad. ranks succumb to the guillotinie.
old play with a less Protestant cxt of importance to the N . . tThen presto, straw hats rain
bias:pBﬁth plays completely ig-|Bastard is Constance, Arthur’s fr(;l"::L ..;'{1;:]‘“ jgg]ri‘!.mfs ‘!},‘r‘""’“.‘;g down on the remaining heads.
nore the Magna Carta. That|widowed mother who,  like refined oﬁl lo Daint aolﬁl »| Khakiclad infantry worm their
Shakespeare gives John a much [Queen  Margaret in “Richard Mr. Pa ghas do?wpboth suce ys- way across the stage and while
more dignified death scene than [IIL" is fluent against anUSU(‘(‘r i 1gpth roducti UCCeSS|twentieth century progress is
he deserved is because Shake-|to ler son. Maran Winters| WY is p ction. flashed on a white banner, the
speare was a confirmed believer [plays Constance with splendid Unknown soldier hurries away.
in the sanctity of Kingship but|vocal strength and variety,
was merciless to John in his|{never becoming shrill. When| THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER| Mr. Uustinov has wvariety in

cruelty to Arthur, the rightful
heir to the English thronc.

Arthur was the son of John's
older brother, Geoffrey, and
Constance of Brittany who has
managed to persuade the
French king Philip to press hef
son's claim. Arthur embodics
the action of the tragedy in
which the most famous scene is
Arthur’s agonizing plea to Lord
de Burgh not to burn out his
eyes according to John's hor-
rible command.

Arthur had become John's
prisoner when King Philip post-
poned battling for Arthur to
marry off the Dauphin to John's
niece, Blanche of Spain. This
trafficking in ideals or diplo
macy is bitterly denounced
under the title of “Commodity”
by the young man who takes
pride in his title of Bastard,
one of Shakespeare's most suc-
cessful characters.

'In the very first scene, young
Falconbridge .introduces him-
self to the King and Court as

a man who is happy to forfeit|

his stepfather's estate if his
mother will acknowledge him
as her, natural son by Richard,
the Lion Heart.
has every virtue that John lacks
— courage, wit, loyalty — and
after Arthur, trying to escape,
jumps, to his death and thep lay
‘begins to crumble. It is the Bas-
tard who rallies Kings, Barons
.and‘audience in his defiance of
the French. R

- This England never did nor
ever will

Lie at the proud foot of a

The Bastard|

A prophecy nol yet negated.

Joseph  Papp has directed
“King John" himself in a rous-
ing production of one of the
minor royal plays in  which
“braves”™ must ge to Robert
Burr—once “Hamlet"—for his
Bastard. Vigorous. straightfor
ward and forceful, the center of
comedy in Act I, quizzical still

but a sound compassion when

her invective is aimed at the
Austrian Duke who wears &
lion skin as kidnaper of l.on

Hearted Richard, she bids the
Duke “hang a calf's skin on
those recreant limbs,” a phrase
which so delights the Bastard
that he keeps repeating it
mercilessly.

After he finally finishes off
the Austrian, the Bastard ap-
pears in the lion skin himself—
an improvement on the stage
direction which calls for a head!
Mark Jenkins is an appealing
Arthur presented, not as a
child, but his proper age of
fourteen. Staats Cotsworth a
suave but forcible Papal Legate;
Cavada Humphrey not a very
masterful Eleanor; Albert Quin-
ton, a full throated Burgher of
Angiers who elicits from the
Bastard as comment:

“Zounds, I was never so

AND HIS WIFE—The irrepres-
sible Peter Ustinov has added

ture a charade garnished- with
epigrams which might be called
diluted Shaw.

Opening with a current cere-
mony, the military suddenly
find their boots have changed
to sandals and immediately we
are witnesses to a pagan rite
of Imperial Romie in which the
Priest tries to put over a hoax
about finding two livers in the
pigeon he has sacrificed. Nor is
he slow about chasing the coun-
try girl who loves the young
legionary who prefers flowers
to swords.

Then we are rushed dewn the
centuries to a monk preaching
a Crusade and pardons for all
sinners to the Puritans who rel-
ish wholesale damnation.

rebel pacifist, the genius whose
lethal inventions range from a
crossbow to a machine gun; the
Unknown solder who meekly
dies for an unknown cause; the
wife he leaves behind who is
always with child.

Fortunate in his own experi-
ence and his director, John
Dexter, the Ustinov charade is
neither dull nor static and has
in its cast, Howard Da Silva as
Cleric; Brian Bedford as Gen-
eral; W. B. Brydon as Sefgeant;
Bob Dishy as Inventor; Patricia
C. Murphy as Wife; M'el Dowd
as Woman, and Christopher
Walken as the Unknown Sof-
dier. Facetiously described on
the program as “Two Acts of
War Separated by a Truce for
Refreshments," the title seems
to contain its own comment.

his scenes but an inveriable
formula of a lecherous hier-

to the anti-war dramatic litera-

archy; bargaining diplomats; a
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death of the crow, the flash-| |

girls’ running events,
a 440relay.

Field events and t
trials are scheduled {
with the track finals
foklow at 7 p.m.

‘The donation is $1
50 cents for gramam
children when accorm
an adult and presch
free.

Some 200 athletes
corners._of the statc
peeted to take part.

Comelius L. Sull
Joseph T. Limoncell
chainnen )

The h;ost Elmn'aK {
Club team prepped
State Meet by partic
the Track and Field I
State Meet at Colga t
ity, Saturday, July 1:

Coach Glenn Mallet
a 17-man squad in
warmup before thh
meet,
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