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(By Religious News Service) 

What is religion doing with 
_cadin and television? What arp. 
radio and television dolilfTff 
religion? The two interlocked 
questions,-cover, - a - field—that 
ranges widely, from the weekly 
broadcast of hundreds of ser
mons to large-scale, interna
tional coverage of such spectac
ular events as Pope Paul's visit 
to Fatima. 

The interaction of the media 
with religion takes place on 
many levels. Religion is not only 
a subject of broadcasts and a 
producer of programs but also 
a consumer and often a severe 
critic. Radio and TV carry the 
Gospel message, not m e r e l y 
"from the housetops" but in 
vibrations that bounce off the 
ionosphere far above the house
tops. They carry and inspire 
controversy, but they have more 
often proved an apt vehicle for 
ecumenical dialogue. 

Criticisms against the religi
ous content of various radio-TV 
broadcasts range a c r o s s the 
whole spectrum from sensa
tionalism to dullness. 

More important-but less no
ticed are the long-range effects 
of the electronic media on the 
churches. These are only begin
ning to emerge and "only par-
tiatly perceptible so far, but 
two e f f e c t s are particu
larly noteworthy. 

The electronic media seem 

to have accelerated t h e trend 
of ecumenical exposure and 
discussion which is one of t h e .«..< 
most, notahle_religioB's^-de¥el«p.tr-0 
ments~of our time. 

-^Th^_^e_em.-^so_.lo_Jie..j£aru 
forcing a new fluidity of.struc, 
tures in some churches. 

Both effects parallel, in t h e 
religious field, some of the 
trends which the brilliant bu t 
often baffling analyst of media, 
Marshall McLuhan, has observ
ed in the more general field of 
cultural relations. 

Contrasting the cultural ef
fects of electronic communica
tion with the print culture tha t 
preceded it, Dr. McLuhan has 
projected that electronics will 
eventually make the world one 
large village — a cultural uni t 
transcending political bound, 
aries and held together by in-
s t a n t a n e o u s communi
cations, common interests a n d 
shared perceptions. 

He" also has projected a break
down of the stratified, o n e 
thing-at-a-time way of function
ing which is characteristic of 
print culture. This approach is 
exemplified in things a s diverse 
as the layout of a book, the as
sembly-line mode of production, 
e l a b o r a t i o n of hierarchy 
ical chains of command—and 
specialized- committees" witliTn 
organizations — even, perhaps 
the ordered rows of pews facing 
a pulpit in a traditional church 
It contrasts with the electronic 

processing modes by having "a 
place for everything and every
thing in its place" while elec-

TMPS can pu t a voir-p, a mnv-

ing image and the "new idea? 
which things convey in many 
places simultaneously.- • •-, 

Some of the every where-av 
onceness of an electronic age 
and the variety of disparate in
terests and activities which can 
be blended into one unit by the 
intrusion of electronics were in
dicated recently in a statement 
by the Rev. John Rydgren, a 
Minneapolis Lutheran minister 
sometimes called "the swinging 
shepherd" because of the rock 
'n' roll program he broadcasts 
in 14 cities. . 

The program includes inter
views with teenagers which 
originate from what Mr. Ryd
gren c a l l s the "Silhouette 
Shack." Here is the description 
of it: 

"The shack is not a specific 
place. We move around like a 
floating crap game. The kids 
get together to listen to big 
beat music and. to dance. I play 
the drums, and then we talk 
about such things as music, 
school, sex, Christ and faith." 

This image, bewildering to 
most-people- of an older gener
ation who think of a church as 
alrighly-specialized place-where. 
people sit in orderly rows for 
about one hour a week, may be 
a precursor of the church of 
the electronic age — every

where at once, in activity, in 
topics of discussion and even, 
to some extent, in its physical 
location. 

An aspect of electronic im
pact -more-readiiy. grasped by 
the -pre-Bealles generation ean-
be expressed in terms of com
petition — ihe plight of the or
dinary priest who for years has 
been haunted by the thought 
that his parish is unconscious
ly comparing him with Bishop 
Sheen or the minister who has 
had to contend with the pulpit 
image (everywhere at once) of 
Norman Vincent Peale or Billy 
Graham. 

This problem has been recog
nized to some extent by the 
Roman Catholic Church, which 
allows radio and.TV to broad
cast religious ^erVices~(-testricU 
ing the technicians to a role 
that does not distort or inter
fere with the rite) but does not 
allow Catholics to fulfill their 
Mass attendance obligations via 
radio or TV. It is reflected also 
in the strict prohibition against 
use of film or recorded music 
or sermons during Catholic re
ligious services. 

Another form of recognition 
came recently at the annual 
meeting of the Southern Bap
tist Convention, in a report by 
Paul- M. Stevens,, executive -di-
fector of the denomination's 
Radio - Television Commission. 
In the "transistor" age, Mr. 
Stevens warned, "the name, 

voice and personality of the 
local pastor will tend to carry 
less and less weight TB- commun
ity- 1 eadership^since—there—will 
Be no community as we know i t 
now." 

"Thfr future minister of- the 
Gospel will undoubtedly be 
forced to rely on electronic am
plification of his voice and 
face," said Mr. Stevens. 

"When radio or television 
changes, we have to change. We 
are irrevocably interlocked with 
the total media-communication 
concept. When new methods are 
found to sell cars or aspirin, we 
must adapt them to telling men 
of Christ." 

On another occasion, earlier 
this year, Mr. Stevens pointed 
out the ecumenical dimension 
of—religious-hroadeastingr-T-he 
occasion was the showing of 
"The Vine," a televised life of 
Christ filmed in the Holy Land 
and widely praised by critics. 
Irfr. Stevens, who directed it, 
noted that the film (along with 
two others produced by the 
Baptists) was written by a Cath
olic, Philip Scharper, and that 
there had been some criticism 
of using a Catholic writer for 
Baptist scripts. 

Among the crew which made 
the picture, Mr._.Stevens saidV 
nobody, —asked - about _ anyone 
else's denomination. 

to consensus and avoiding con
t roversy— a policy which is, to 
be sure, not always successful. 
Such—a—policy-aroses-JiaturaUy; 
from the diversity of the" audi
ences reached by the networks 
and <% most large independent 
stations. " 

This diversity was cited in a 
recent statement by Walter A. 
Schultz, executive secretary of 
the Division of Public Relations 
of the Lutheran Council in Can
ada. In using mass media, said 
Mr. Schultz, "we hope to reach 
the committed Christian, the 
lukewarm Christian and also the 
unchurched." 

"The Bible-thumping, hell-
fire and brimstone preacher 
might gain a considerable fql 
lowing among the 'committed 
but very rarely seems to reach 
the unchurched," he remarked 

Pope Meets 

fiurchmerr 

Vatican City — (RNS) — Dr. Eugene Carson Blake, general secretary of the 
World Council of Churches, and Pope Paul VI are shown with members of 
the joint working party made up of WCC and Catholic theologians who 
called for "more dynamic collaboration" between the WnrlrLjCounciLanj" 

^neHiatftoflFl^tcl&^fioJo^ 
session. 

We don't serve a Baptist 
God," he said. "We serve a liv
ing God. I do not consider my 
self simply a Baptist minister 
but a minister of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ." 

Incidents of ecumenical—a 
operation in television particu
larly, are too numerous to cata
logue. In fac t ,even a lis$__ of 
ecumelically oriented programs 
which have been awarded prizes 
in the last few months would 
fill several column inches of 
small type. < 

One explanation of the ease 
with which television has adapt 
ed to ecumenism may be the 
fact that it is a team effort, in 
volving closely timed and or
ganized coordination among 
men of highly varied skills, in
terests and backgrounds. The 
writing of a book or a maga
zine article has been tradition
ally a solitary occupation and 
its processing has then gone 
t h r o u g h a one-stepat-a-t-ime 
series from writer to editor to 
printer, binder and distributor. 
In a television studio, by con-
trast, everything i§ happening 
at once — and what is more, 
via a million receivers, it is hap
pening everywhere at once. 

Religious programming, still 
in its early stages, has a strong 
ecumenical emphasis, unlike the 
first century of religious pub-
ŝbMig=====4B====oolonial===AmerieaT 
The latter was devoted almost 

astiavJaew-y^a^ic^P*esidlln^of S^dayFJu! 
the Center for the Study of 
Democratic Institutions, a t a 
meeting of the World Associa
tion for Christian Broadcasting. 

Mr. Ferry called the mass 
media "the sedate vehicle of 
the middle class" and suggested 
t ha t "the muscle of the~churcH" 
might b e used to put more vigor 
into programming, 

His^ieTT^wTi^cTu^Tenge'd" hy 
Miss Pamela Ilott, director of 
religious programming for CBS, 
who said that television was 
largely responsible for the pres 
ent ferment over the Vietnam 
war and public interest in civil 
rights. 

At the same meeting, Episco
pal Bishop James A. Pike, also 
of the Center's staff, noted that 
interest in religion is increas
ing while interest in the church 
as an institution declines. 

"People are not interested in 
our sectarianism, and we are 
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A generally positive approach 
and one which stresses things 
that unite has i ts dangers, of 
course. The danger of bland-

being forced to be ecumenical?" 

The electronic media, which 
have certainly reflected these 
trends, also have decelerated 
them. 
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Farm Safety Week 

Set For inly 23-29 
Farmers and their employees 

were urged by the American 
Red Cross today to "plant seeds 
of caution and reap crops of 
safety." 

The advice came on the eve 
of National Farm Safety Week, 
proclaimed by President John
son t o begin Sunday (July 23). 

"Next to mining and quarry
ing, and the building trades, 
farming is the most hazardous 
of occupations in numbers of 
accidents and deaths and in
juries resulting from them," de
clared Al Justus, local director 
of Red Cross Safety Services. 
"In one year, 8,200 farm resi
dents were killed and 740,000 
others suffered disabling in
juries in accidents." 

"Every farm worker should 
know first aid," Justus saidT 
"They work far from medical 
facilities, and first aid knowl
edge could save their lives in 
case of an accident. According 
to the Naional Safety Council, 
nine out of every ten persons 
injured fatally in tractor Occi
dents died before medical help 
could reach them. Some of these 
deaths could have been pre
vented by immediate first aid 
care." 

hw to Fill Vacuum 
Bridgeport — (RNS — Allj "The end of economic and| At the same time, he added, 

churches, Roman Catholic and; social monarchy in our town the federal government has 
Protestant, must "provide a has left a vacuum," he said 
sence of union to offset the 
disunion in urban commun
ities," Jesuit educator told the 
New York Conference of The 
Methodist Church here. 

Father William C. Mclnnes, 
president of Fairfield (Conn.) 
University, said a study at his 
school showed that clergy of all 
faiths within the Bridgeport 
area recognized they had lost 
the position of community lead
ership. 

HT..U .u „ „ J „* . . ,„ i used its financial resources in 
With the end of a stable econo-, 

mic society and the dwindling1 t h e P ° w e r vacuum, sapping 
of patronage, the urban com- local community participation munity has no central authority 
from which it can seek direc
tion." 

Father Mclnnes contended 
that abandonment of the cities 
by the traditional, industrial 
and intellectual authorities has 
opened the way to the disparate 
leadership of various minority 
groups. 

exclusively to bitter controversy 
—among men whose theological 
views seem7~fnnn—the—perspetr 
tive of today, nearly identical. 

Besides programs which are 
prepared by ecumenical staffs 
or which have an explicitly ecu
menical objective, the elect-
tronic media promote ecumen
ism simply by exposing the 
varieties of religion, familiariz
ing viewers and listers with the 
beliefs and customs of their 
near or distant neighbors. 

and initiative. One of the con 
sequences has been a rising, 
militancy among the several Relevant to the ecumenical 
groups within the community impact of these media also is 

I their usual policy of speaking 
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PLAN N O W for YOUR 

BUSINESS FUTURE * 

R.B.I. OFFERS 10 COMPLETE COURSES 

IN THE FALL TERM Beginning SEPT. 6th 
•APPLICATIONS STILL BEING ACCEPTED 

O BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
& DATA PROCESSING 

O EXECUTIVE BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION A ACCOUNTING 

• STANDARD BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION 

• BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
WITH MARKETING 
ADVERTISING and SALES 

D MODERN OFFICE PRACTICE 

D STANDARD SECRETARIAL 

D EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAL 

SUCCESS 
There's no «a»y formula for suc
cess, but R.B.I.'s famous Bus-
in»si Aptitude Test can point 
you In the right direction. 
B.A.T. hat helped thousands of 
young people to channel efforts 
In right courses of study. Set 
the> facts on B.A.T. today. 

Call, Visit or Write 
ADMISSIONS OFFICE 

1 3 LEGALlECRETARIAL 

D MEDICAL SECRETARIAL 

D ADVANCED SECRETARIALk 

ROCHESTER BUSINESS 
^ INSTITUTE 

172 CLINTON AVE. S. -
Rochester, N.Y. 14604 Phone 1716) 325-7290 

Congenial Person . . 
A Lover Of All 
Things Good. Now 
Is The Time To 
Take Advantage Of 

Qh&Aamt Soach dfobdlA 

Delicious Foods 
Expertly Prepared 
And Impeccably 
Served. Enjoy 
Leisurely Dining At 
Western New York's 
Finest Restaurant. 
Be Discerning. 
Call 663-5775 

For Reservations Today. 
Serving Dajly From 11:30 
A.M. For Lunch, Dinner and 
Banquets. The "PIANO 
PASHA" Trio Playing 
Nightly, Plus The 
DIXIELAND RAMBLERS 
Friday And Saturday 

/our Hosts "THE BARRYS" Gloria & Joe 

^aa 
Lymie Hecht — 

driie a sporty car 
when 

she saves every dollar 
she earns?„ 

Smart girl, Lynnc. She knows it's a lot less expensive to borrow your own 
money. So she borrows against her savings at Rochester Savings Batik 
with an Insured Personal Savings Loan. That way, she gets a special 
low interest rate. 

You can borrow any amount from $ 100 up to the full amount of your 
savings account. You simply pay back the loan in convenient monthly 
installments (sec Schedule of Loan Repayment below). The cost for a 
3-year loan is $3.24 discount per year per $100 borrowed. This includes 
life insurance up \o $6000. 
Slightly* higher discount on 
one and two-year loans. 

Your savings continue 
to earn Rochester Sav
ings' high dividend raic 
while you have the cash 

equivalent to spend. Much easier than withdrawing 
your savings and then trying to re-build the account. 

JLyou arc not a Rochester Savings Bank de-
positor, open an account now. You'll be surprised 
at how quickly savings grow when your money 
earns the top dividend rate. Then, whenever you 
need cash in a hurry, for any purpose, make a quick 
and simple Insured Personal Savings Loan. Save 
on what you borrow by borrowing on what you've 
saved! Right, Lynne? 
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Caih 
to You 

$ 100 

300 
500 

1000 

1500 

2000 

; 2500 

Monthly Piymantt Covarinf Prlneipil, 
Internt and Lift Intunnci 

12 Months 24 Month* 36 Months 

$ 864 $ 147 $ 3.08 

25.92 13.39 9.22 

43.19 22.31 15.36 

86.37 44.62 30.71 

129.56 66.93 46.06 

172 75 89.24 61.41 

215.93 111.55 76.77 

To open a Savings Account, or for more information about Personal Savings Loans, use this convenient coupon. 

M A I L T H I S C O U P O N N O W 

R O C H E S T E R S A V I N G S B A N K 40 Franklin Street. Rochester. N.Y. 14604 

f'j Please send folder giving more in-
" formation about Personal Savings Name 

Loans. 

G Enclosed is a check for $ Street Address 
to open a Savings Account in my 
name. Please mail me-my bank
book. c'<y 

(PLE/VSE PRINT) 

State Zip Code. 

• \v . \ 


