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By JOHN McLAUGHLIN, SJ.

Special Correspondent

Pacem in Terris (Peace on
Earth) convocation had the ele-
ments of a New England town
meeting and “The Spy Who
Came in From the Cold.”

The international intrigue be-
gan with Harry Ashmore, execu-
tive vice-president of the Center
for .the Study of Democratic
Institutions, sponsor of the con-
vocation, who last January
gy _visited with Ho Chi Minh in
Hanoi in an unsuccessful at-
tempt to gain the presence of
the North Vietnamese.

Luis Quintanilla of Mexico,
as a special emissary of the
Center, traveled to Peking on
the same errand-—and with the
same result.

The Russians did arrive at

. Geneva, but beat a hasty retreat

when Moscow unexpectedly .an-

celled the participation of all
Russian nationals.

When the Russians withdrew,
the East Germans promptly
checked out of their hotels, but
secretly, registered in another.
At this point Polish delegates
apparently made contact with
the East Germans and success- =

~fully prevailed upon one of
“~ °  them to return to the convoca-
tion.

Mr. Ashmore said that to his
knowledge this was the flrst

e that representatives of
West and Eas exmany had
sat down together,

lon of
the sacred rite with prayers for the Pope, the Bishop,
all the holy People ®f God. The Vatican Council taught
us emphaticall y that all who are baptized are members
of our Lords Church, even if there rermain divisions
of belief or practice still waiting to he healed. The

" “drawing above symbdlizes our Lord’s continning action -
of drawing all churches closer to Himsclf, closer to
one anotheer.

The representative of the Sai-
gon government, Tran Van Do,
appeared, but was denied par-
ticipation by the Center because

neither, Hanoi nor the National

sentatives. Tran Van Do appar-
ently had misread the Center's
invitation, which said - thaat- if -
all three did not appear, none
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Like A Rabbi
In The Piazza

To be a Catholic priest in Israel is perhaps some-
thing like being a Jewish rabbi in St. Peter’s plazza—
one has the distinct awareness of being a minority.

The late Father Edward Byfne of St. Bernard’s
""Seminary used to prod usto study our Hicbrew by tell-
ing us he kne'w “little childlren who speak it fluently.”

My own feeling is that Tran-
Van Do ought to have been ad-
mitted in an open firum, any
represenlative ought to be given
a voice. Analogously, the Rus-
sians withdrew, but the US.
was not denied its seat.

Also, the impression was cre-
ated that the Center feared seat-
ing Tron Van Do who, as a
literate and highly civilized per-
son, might create a too strong-
ly favorable impression for the
Ky government.

The groups dynamics at the
convocation’s panels were prem-
ised on the belief that if dis-

- parate tradtions and varying
approaches are brought together
into a publie forum with a
minimum of structure (likke the

In Jerusalem, Isaw such children in hundreds— old New England town meet.
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~_-...and wished | Bail studied 7y Hebrey iz bark i

semnary duy 8. The Ilack of struclure was

painfully evident. Speeches were
frequently disorgankzed in them-
selves and Invarlab:sy the panel-
ists did not address themselves
to points ralsed by other par-
. ticlpants, The discussions were
mostly a succession of running
monoiogues, without order, re-
lation, or prog.ession, with the
exception of those of John Ken-
neth Galbralth of the United
States and Olaf Pa.m, minister
of cdmmunications for Sweden.

The chairmen were overly
permissive, even with Mr. Gal-
braith. The panel on interde-
pendenee didn't mowve together;
the panel on international law
satisfied itself with vague pen-
cralities.

And I came back home realizing thow right the

~ “American bishops are in their recent statement sum-

moning ‘“all Catholics to reappraise the-ir attitude to-
ward and relationship with the Jewish people.”

The bishops’ stalement is an attémpt to translate
a Vatican Council decree into practicee here in the
United States—

“The message of the Council’s staterment is clear.”
the bishons state. “Recalling in moving terms the ‘spir-
itual bond that ties the necovle of the New Covenant
to Abraham's stock.’ the Fathers of the Council remind
us of the special ptace Jews hold in the Christian out-
look, for ‘now as before God holds thems as most dear
for the sake of the patriarchs: He has mol withdrawn
His gifts or calling." The U.S. bishons €hen state that
“the Church in America is faced with a historic oppor-
tunity” for a new ‘‘fraternal encounter with Jews.’

This is not to say, however,
that the delegates were not
moved 1o constructive thoughts
and valuable insights and new
approaches. But, with a little
more preliminary legwork and
advance mectings the “civilized
dialogue” that Dr. Robert M.
Hutehins, president of the Cen-
ter, had hoped for would have
been more fully realized.

i The bishops then outline several practical steps

" in this direction and they make it clear that the advance
should be made “on all levels: clerical and lay, academic
and popular, religious and social.”

‘The same Vatican Council decree which encourages
Catholics to get to know Jewish people anid their beliefs
better similarly calls for contact and understanding of
people of other non- Christian faiths too—Moslems, Bud-
dhists, even atheists.

The first panel discussed the
threats of co-existence; James
Roosevell, former . ambassudor
to the United Nations, presided.
Sen. Fdward W. Brooke (R.-
When one sees first hand the alternative to “frater- Massachusetts) gave a relatively
nal encounter,” the alternative to mutu al resnect and
understandineg—the remnants of once beautiful build-
ings, lines of sad faced refugees, wreckked homes, or-

phaned children—then one realizes hows imperative is

Father MclLaughlin is com-
munications critic for America
magazine, He delivered a_paper

~Pacem1I, a Dwin

Geneva—( RNS)—The- second. —.

firm defense of the U.S. action

in Vietnam. He deplored the
absepce of the Saoviet Union
from the convocation.

Galo Plaza Lasso of Ecuador,
former president of that repub-
lic, took a relatively’hard line
against communism, but was
countered by Roger Garaudy of
the Paris Center for Marxist
Studies, who made his usual
appeal for co-existence, but
pointed out that this can hardly
exist in the middle of an armed
conflict inspired by “U.S. ag-
gression.” ‘

The second panel dealt with
intervention in the case of Viet-
nam and was chaired by Dr.
Hutchins. This was a large
panel and became quite ram-
bling.

Jean Chauvel, French roving
ambassador and diplomatic
counselor, left me with the im-
pression that he thinks China
is calling the shots in Hanoi’s
conduct of the Vietnamese war.
M. F. Desai of India, former
secretary general of the Minis-
try.of Foreign Affairs, rambled
on and said little. Marian Do-
brosielski, dean of the faculty
of philosophy at Warsaw Uni-
Versity, said that today guerilla
wars are being launched in
Thailand by the same forces
that are active in Laos and
Vietnam. , . @

There was much falk at this
convention abou{ the mythology
of the view that communism
is monolithic. Thanat Khoman,

ailand’s foreign minister, ex-
posed the other side of the
coin, however, namely that
equally mythological is the view
that each Communist group is
independent from the other.
Although Communist groups en-

Liberation Fronl had sent repre— — Joy’consid¢rable- autonomy from-

Hanoi, they support cach other
morally and materially and

their-policies. and operations are. .

coordinated. '
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Gerland Gotting, president of
the State Council, represented
East Germany at the panel on
German unification., He was in-

are two states in Germany:
“Two Germanies — this is the
status quo and anyone who
tries to change. it is a war
monger.”

Philip C. Jessup of the U.S.

and Manfred Lachs of Poland, -

both judges of the international
law, lamented the fact that so
few nations bring their cases
to the international Court.

They suggested that some
mechanism be devised to induce
nations to submit their cases to
the ‘world court. They cited the
Gulf of Agaba disput and the
precise interpretation of the
Geneva Accords of 1954 as in-

- stances of legal questions to

which the World Court could
usefully address itself.

The Connally Amendment was
roundly castigated by panelists,
This is a kind of reservation on
the part of the U.S., whereby it
is practically impossible for any
other state to bring the U.S.
before the World Court without
its consent.

Prince Jean de Broglie of
France, member of the National
Assembly and former secretary
of state for foreign affairs, gave
a masterful presentation of the
problem of development and
the world economic situation in
the panel labeled “Beyond Co-
Existence” and chaired by Vla-

-~dirnir-Bakarie-of Yugoslavia— ——pene

Another panelist, Paul Lin
of Canada, professor of history
at McGill -University, launched
into a diatribe against the U.S.
from the point- of view of the
Chinese Communists.- He noted
how much China has. suffered
at the hands of the West, that
is,. through exploitation, indigi-
ties, ostracization, the presence

Have you ever been to this little church on a quiet
village street a few blocks from the heart of town?
This is St. Felix Church, Clifton Springs. Father

John Roach is pastor.
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“on Peace and TIndividual Re-
sponsibility at the second Pacem
in Terris Convocation in Ge-
neva, He has lectured widely in
the United States on moral and
social issues.

our duty asstated by our bishiops and how {ardy has been
our response.

—Father Henry A. Atwell

Cufholic‘s. Once Poor,
Now Mostly Affluent
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The projection is still more pessimistic,

The crisis of the priesthood in Italy,

of the 77t{h Fleet, ete Pr—Lin-

gave the impression of a.well-
educated professor of history
Speaking under instruction like

—flexible-in—asserting—that-there———a—rabble—rouser - — e

Sen. William J. Fulbright,

¢hairman of the Senate Foreign .

Relations Committee, gave his
long-awaited and loudly herald-
ed statement. It turned out to
be a disquisition on the animal

" ~origins of man’s hostility drives,

culled from Lorenz’s studies on

aggression. Its Sunday supple- -

ment character caused general
amusement among the Euro-
peansandembarrassment
among the Americans.

In a press conference, he re-
deemed himself by urging the
Soviet Union to bring the ques-
tion of Vietnam before the U.IN.
Security Council because Russia
holds the cochairmanship with

- Britain of the still extant Ge-
neva Conference on Indo-China.

Silviu Brucan, Romania’s for-
mer ambassador to the United
Nations, delivered one of the
finest papers “of the whole con-
vocation. Although his remarks
dealt more with co-existence
than interdependence, the con-
clusion he drew was that in the
final amalysis it is military
strategy that is the key to
present-day peace.

This is reminiscent of Paul
Tillich’s point at Pacem in
Terris Convocation I, which em-
phasized that whatever peace we
have we owe to the balance of
terror engineered by military
strategists. Nuclear forces have
ir oW precarious
equilibrium which may not be
true peace but it will have to
do until the real thing comes
along. Mr. Brucan also pointed
out quite unforgettably that if a
conventional war gets started
and the-nucltear powers become-
involvéd, nuclear weapons will
unquestionably be called into
play.

The use of nuclear power is
inevitable, he said: he also pre-
dicted quite unforgettably that
if things continue poltically as
they are now, we are heading
ineluctably towards nuclear war.
The question, he said, is not
whether but when. The Brucan
address was all the more dis-
turbing by reason of its juxta-
position with the report of
Linus Pauling, Nobel laureate
for chemistry and for peace,
who was spokesman for scien-
tists at the convocation.

The standard nuclear weapon
today, said Dr. Pauling, the 20
megaton superbomb, has one
thousand times the explosive
energy of the Hiroshima bomb.
- One such bomb has three times
the explosive emergy of all the
bombs used during the whole-
six years of the Second World
War,

<= =program;—He called—upon—the
rich nations to help the poor
nations by more generous eco-
nomic aid and technological in-

N formation .

Given

The prelate is a man of great
__personal charm, with his eyes,
face and gestures alive with
movement. and communication,
He has .a charismatic appeal.
Addressing the television lens,
he showed great dramatic poise
and persuasion.

Episcopal Bishop James A.
Pike delivered a corporate re-
port of the religious figures as
sembled at the convocation. The
report imcluded statements on
the pluralistic world commu.
nity, racism,. political myths, in-
dividual responsibility, natiomal,’
honesty, and pastoral enlighten-
ment. It was the common feel-
ing of all the churchmen that
Bishop Pike had accomplished a
piece of ecumenical and organ-
izational wizardry in assembling
a report from a group of church-
‘men representing such widely
variegated religious and cul
tural backgrounds.

The general effectiveness of
Bishop Pike’s report appeared
to be significantly impressive,
comparing Pacem in Terris II
with its predecessor conference,
Pacem in Terris I. Certain dif-
ferences emerge which flavor
the earlier undertaking.

The first convocation (in New
York) had more notables pres-
ent and probably more impor-
tant statements. It was better
attended (2,300 ws. 320), he
press facilities were superior,
and the program was paced
better.

After attending Pacem II one
is left with a collection of im-
pressions. The papal encyclicals,
Populorum Progressio (On the
Developiénit™ of "Peoplesy  and
Pacem in Terris were widely
cited at the convocation.

The convocation emphasized
throughout the absolute neces-
sity of strengthening the WU.N.
The fact that the Russians with-
drew indicates a hardening of
the Soviet attitude, The finest
papers and superior chairing of
meetings were done by Euro-
peans. The convocation had too
many speeches.

Jastly, there Is precious little
sympathy outside the U.S. for

the Johnson administration’s
handling of the Vietnam situa-
tion.

In his closing comment, Dr.
Hutchins, in an emotionally
charged voice, said to the dele-
gates: ‘“Thank you for the con-
tribution you have made to the
common cause of all mankind.”

Despite any foregoing reser-
~vations about Pacem in Terris

= S = S e - ~these sentim
T Archbihop Helder Tamara of ~  deésetvedly addresisd™ o™ Dr—"

Olinda and Recife made a pas-
sionate and -dramatic appeal for
more development and better
organization of the U.N., aid
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_Sister Mary Jonatha
Sisters of Mercy has be
pointed fo the Newman
olate of Cornell Universi
will assist Father 1
Tormey and Father Dav:
nor, in the guidance
Catholic community on t}
ca campus, At present a -
at Catherine McAuley (
Sister Jonatha has tau
Notre Dame High Schoo]
mira and Our Lady of
High School in Rochests
has also served as princi]
superior at Our Lady of I
in Elmira.

Sister Mary Elizabeth
will begin her career in
Health Nursing, the first
to be employed in ‘this c;
by the Monroe County B¢
Health.

Sister Mary Bonaventu:
named dean of Catherir
Auley College and chairn
the newly appointed comz
education committee. S
Mary Petrus will teach
English department of
mount College for the
1967-68.

Sister. Mary Peter has
named Director of Vo
and community psyche
Sister Mary Esther will
community’s Public Re
Coordinator.

Eight Sisters will be i
time social service work.
Mary Joanne will contir
her role of Co-Director .
Headstart Program of
for a Better Community.
Mary Josepha will assist :
David Finks, Diocesan D

P

After 55 Yea

Giflht

Three women who had
girlhood friends in the
Sicilian village of Aidone
a joyful reunion in Roc
last week.

For two of them, it wi
first meeting in 55 year

Back in 1912, Grace Cal
who was off to America t
her fortune, bade farew
her sister, Lorenzina and
Costanza. The latter two
ﬁ}anm'ng to enter the rel

e.

Grace married Samue
mano two years later i
United States, and now
at 386 North Park St i
nunciation parish in Roct
Her husband died in 194

Hutchins and his staff for an
- extremely difficult, audacious,
eminently important experiment
in intercultural communication.
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English Laity Sluggish

London — (NC) — Only one
Catholic in 10 in England and
Wales takes an active part in
the lay apostolate. Catholics
generally show a good deal of
apathy if not hostility toward
the lay organizations.

These are two of the findings
of a report issued here by the

National Council of the Lay -
Apostolate.
The reporf makes several

other criticisms. Only a minor-
ity of parishes have made any
extensive attempt to publicize
the Second Vatican Council and
to study its findings, it says.
Few Catholics feel that the rea-
sons for the changes in the
Mass are well understood. Many
say the clergy have failed to
give a lead in this.

The report adds that ap-
proaches toward Christian unity
are hampered by confusion over
interpretation of the regulations
in neighboring dioceses and
even neighboring parish es.
There are few indications that
the Vatican Council has result-
ed in many changes in parochial
life.

But the council’s report is not
all negative. It finds that the
laity is anxious to study the
teachings of the Vatican Coun-
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Celibacy Ruling Rootedin Clergy Decline

live up

cil. Changes in the Mass have
been well received by all but a
small minority and most people
would like to see the whole
Mass in English.

It suggests that more oppor-
tunity should be given to the
laity to become involved in the
decision-making of the Church.
The whole structure~of the par-
ish should be overhauled, re-
lieving the priest of non-pas-
toral duties and handing these
over to the laity.

The report’'s findings are
based on a nation wide ques-
tionnsire published early this
year in the Catholic press here.
The replies came mainly from
individual Catholics but a large
number came from local units
of the lay apostolate and others
from parishes and from schools.

Generally the report's find-
ings suggest the need for a
wide-ranging program of educa-
tion of all members of the
Church — clergy and laity —in
the implications of the Vatican
Council.

[ —— [,

There was a general call for
more openness about the affairs
of the Church, its economics
and the various sociological
surveys which it has made.

to the existing obligation of

nationwide study of the implications of the “decid- "
ed shift of Catholics into the middle class™ and out
to the subuxrhs.

In addition, he also asked the hierarchy to “‘pro-
fessionalize’> the Church’s social actiony efforts as it
has its activities in the fields of education and social
work. -

Father Cronin made his remarlkks at a testi-
monial dinner in his honor here. Assistant director
for the past 21 years of the Department of Social Ac-
tion of the Whited States Catholic Conference, he will
resign that post this Summer and retwrn to teaching

Social Ethics and Pastoral Programs at St. Mary's
Seminary inn Baltimore. ‘ '

“Catholics are moving to the suburbs and
building new churches and schools. "They leave be-
hind them inner-ity churches and schools largely
unattended by those who move in,” Father Cronin
said. ‘““This creates serious financial and personnel

. problems for the dioceses concerned. Yet, in most
cases, the Church is the only powerful agency that
can cross polifical boiifidaties and unite the city and
suburbs in a community of service and coneern.¥

Rome — Among first reactions among
theologians here to the papal encyclical
on celibacy, 1 found a repeated insistence
on the direct relationship of the form and
content to the Italian situation. The con-
sultor of the Congregation for the Doc-
trine of the Faith (ex-Holy Office) who
presented the text to the press spoke of
*the international composition of the three
commissions which had worked on it.
What cmerged, however, was the tradi-
tional Nalian theology couched in the
traditional 1talian forms. ‘

The Pope's concern with the situation |

of the Nalian clergy is highly understand-
able. While the population of ltaly has
more than doubled in 85 .years, the num-
ber of diocesan priests hias fallen from
84,000 in 1881 to 42,000 in 1968. The net
result is that statistically there is now one
diocesan priest for over 1200 inhabitants
as compared with one for 270 in 1881,
Even adding the 18000 religious priests
the proportion only reaches one  priest
per thousand inhabitints. )

Many priests are involved in marginal
works or are paslors of dead parishes
(once parish in- ten has fewer than 950
people), so that the true situation is much
worse thap the stdistical one, ‘

¢
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hecause the rate of decline is accelerating
for both diocesan and religious priests.
Jesuit scholastics, for example, fell from
697 in 1935 to 272 in 1966. Meanwhile,
the number of defections from the priest-
hood is growing. Authoritative estimates
range above 7,000, about éleven per cent
of the number cxercising the ministery.

It {s important to understand that the
crisis of the priesthood in Italy is some-
thing quite different from the crisls of
the ministry as it currently affects Cathe-
lic and Protestant clergy alke in the
United States and other technologically
advanced countries of Western culture,
The distinction is important for an under-
standing of -the mew encyclical.

The crisis of the niinistry is primarily
a theological cffort to define the specific
funclion of the priest in a culture in
which he is one professional among many.
The socio-political role he {formerly played
has been atrophied. He is no longer the
doctor, the psychiatrist, the marriage
counsellor, the village judge. He must for
‘his own survival as a_ person find out
what predsely is the difference between
the gcnpr;l"l{" l}l_‘_i(:§t|\09§i of the people of
God and the particular priesthobd of the
ordained minister,

on the contrary, is a belated expression
of a phase which the countries of North-
ern Europe and North America experi-
enced several generations ago. It results
from the evolution from a largely il-
literate, geographically and socially stable,
primarily rural way of life, to the literacy,
social mobility and economic independ-
ence of urban living.

At this stage, the relevancy of -the priest
as such is not in issue, but he is called
upon to adjust rapidly to” the new needs
of his people, and to learn to live without
the protection previously provided by the
conventions of self-contained---traditional -

communities. Neither is celibacy present-
ed in terms of persoital- maturity - and
mutual perfectioning of the partners as
both this and the birth control issue are
increasingly formulated in those other
more evolved countries because the Italian
culture still regards relations betweemn-the

-

- sexes as mechicoanimal rather than hu-

man.

In this pontext, one-can see the point
of the Pope’s allocation of blame to the
seminary authorities for their failure to
judge better the ability of candidales to ‘

1

priestly celibacy. It also throws light on
his insistence that seminarians no longer
be isolated during their training but be
tested to establish their ability to live
celibate lives. .

Probably no aspect of Catholic life in
Italy is in more urgent need of reform
than the seminaries. In addition to in-
numerable houses of studies of religious
orders and congregations, Italy had 63

major seminaries last year with a total .

of 1953 theology students and 684 philos-
ophy students, an average of 31 and 11

- respectively per seminary. There was an

average of one professor of theology for
fou? students and one professor

ev
~1Yfﬂ;.)yhilosophy for each two. For many

professors teaching is a sideline, a fact
reflected in the quality of their teaching.

Recruitment of candidates follows even
less suitable patterms. As the number

rinks, the pressure techniques to get
and hold onto them become more in-
tense. More priests are engaged in *“‘voca-
tion hunting” thanin the pedagogical and
psychological specislties which' the priest
today needs to make his work fruittul.

This, the encyclicil insists, has got to

change.

»
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R Forenzina--enteraa- th

vent, but had to leave af
months due to poor ;
“They thought they were
ing me home to die,” she
nisced last_ week, “bu
health improved and I'r
going strong.”

Paula Costanza enteres
gion, but only after emig
to the Unjted States h

. Now Sister Maria Baptist

has been a nun for 38 ye
presently training catech
Marydale Convent in Si
NY -

The reunion of the thi
came possible when Mis
enzina Calcagno made he
trip to the States last |
One of the first things s
after reaching her sister's
ester home, was to phone
Maria Baptista at Suffer

An understanding supe
Sister's convent gave he
mission to take her vaca’
Rachester, and the thr
friends have been re:
their acquaintance for tt
few days. Sister Maria B
stays at the convent
Mercy sisters at Annun
parish nights, but spen
days at the Romano hon

While Lorenzina was r

orner:
Documengs and n
Jesus Chureh ‘in
Lawrence Gross,
Father Joseph Da
Father Reddingtc
.by Carl Fredericl



