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Maybe We Won'
Have a June 29th

- —Father Henry A. Arwell

o,

Father Cooke reviews in this
article a book recently publish-

s ed by Father James Kavanaugh

of Michigan, titled “A Modern

Priest Looks at His Outdated

Church.” Major portions of the’

book were printed in the June
13 issue of L.ook magazine. The
priest, ordained in 1954, last
year wrote an article “I Am a
Priest, I Want to Get Married”
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g I was going to write this week about the new litur-
__gical directives which go into effect June 29th — but

for_the Saturday-Evening-Post....is-at-one-andihe-simme-time the—«—as historical heritage fit our.in- ...

By REV. BERNARD

then Monday's headlines made me wonder if there
-would be a Jume 29th. =~ _ )

And the change in the number of genuflections
paled in significance when the grim prospects of
Armageddon loomed as a very real possibility.

. What can we say here that has not already been
said better by statesmen and prelates and news com-
.mentators aroumnd the world?

I looked for some thought starters in a few books
at hand. Maybe just quoting from them will be a solu-
tion in our editorial dilemma.

“Itis impossible to know with any precision what
the outcome of a nuclear war would be. Some think
that half the population of the world “would survive,.:
some think only a quarter, and some think none. It is
not necessary, in considering policy, to decide among
such possibilities. What is quite certain is that the
world which would emerge from & nuclear war would
not be such as is desired by either Moscow or Wash-
imgton. On the -most favourable hypothesis, it would
consist of destitute populations, maddened by hinger,
debilitated” by>disease, deprived of the support- of mod-
ern industry and means' of transport, incapable of sup-
porting educational institutions, and rapidly sinking to
the level of ignorant savages . . . . It is on this kind of .
ground that the national interests of different nations,
however they may conflict on minor issues, are all
identical on one point: that nuclear war must be pre-
vented .”
: "—Bertrand Russell in Common Sense and

Nuclear Warfare.

“Some people today are .certain that the only way
to insure peace among men is to play up the tremend-
ous horrors of the mext war. . . . But we know that
people do mot entirely abhor carnage and gruesome-
ness, they experience hidden pleasure even as they shud--
der. Anyone who sees movies, watches television, or
listens to radio programs must be convinced of man's
self-intoxication with destruction. . . . So when we read
sCare stories about a possiblée atomic war, about the
unspeakable destruction it will cause, about the count-
less citles that will be turfied intd rubble-about -the- .
millions of casualties that will result, can we be ex-
pected to react by becoming so afraid of war that in
self-defense we will outlaw it? T say no. We are afraid,
true; but as soon as we become afraid we begin inward-
ly to mobilize ourselves for attack. . . . And the cul-
mination of these scares unwittinglv builds up the
primitive lust to fight, with its attraction of herror and
terror lurking im each of us and waiting only to be dis-
charged again.?

—Joost A. M. Meerloo in Breakthrough to Peace.

“In our timnes, thermonuclear war may seem un-
thinkable, immo-ral, insane, hideous. or highly unlikely,

COOKE, S.J.
Marquette University,

Father Kavanaugh’s book.is
a very human document, obvi-
ously rooted in anguish and
written in passion. For that
reason it is difficult to review,
for it seems almost ghoulish to
probe critically into another
man’s sorrow. Yet, because Fa-
ther Kavanaugh has raised is-
sues that extend far beyond his
own experiences and reactions,
because this book could be mis-
leading and disturbing to many
who do not have the background
of understanding and personal

p~experience to evaluatef if,: -be-

cause the book is almost certain-
ly going to be sensationalized, it
does seem important to give
some appraisal of it.

The hook has many good
things. even important things to
say. But it is sad that it prob-
ably will not be listened to care-
fully by those who can do most
about the questions it raised —
and this hecause of the author’s
over-simplified and unbalanced
presentation of the situations he
describes.

By and large the book tends
to throw all the blame for the
human preblems and anguish in
the Catholic Church upon those
in higher positions of authority.
Certainly, the responsibility that

_ the bishops and those closely as-
sociated with them bear for the.
reform of Christian life is very

grave: but neither all the re- _

sponsibility nor all the blame painful experieraces that many sorrows Father Kavanaugh has met in his priestly work. This, though I have fognd it neces-
rests on them. have undergone, or still under- is for those Catholics who find however, is due in large part to sary to disagree with hizm.
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- A Curate’s Comments

It is hard to be critical of Fa-
ther Kavanaugh’s hook, because
it quite clearly is wrritten by a
man_who has_a (eep priestly
longing to _have- the Church he
loves be all that it is meant to
be. But he is mot alone in this
longing. Very many of us who
are his fellow Catholics and his
fellow priests would  want to lay
claim to this same desire. This

promise and the pain that has
come with Vatican KI: as never
. before—we—havee—become aware
of the extent to which in our

day Christianity cara._reach out—...

to men with the s3ving Gospel

& of Christ; yet we are staggered
by the immensity of the task
and irritated by the slowness
with which itis advancing.

. To express this longing and
this frustration does serve some
purpose — bhut Father Kavan-
augh’s book is mot adding any-
thing new in this regard; these
topics are discussed in countiess
formal or informal gatherings
of priests throughout the coun-
try. Such discussiorm, however,
is scarcely a beginning. .

Changes in Christianity will
not take place simply because
of criticism and demands for re-
form, but because of hope-filled
and imaginative planning and
effort. And one thing that Fath-
er Kavanaugh seems to miss
from the message of Vatican I1.
is its insistence that much of
the renewing of the Church’s
life must arise out of the grass-
roots initiative of those of us
who do not exercise any author-
ity in’ the struactures of the
Church. :

In the course of his book Fa-
ther Kavanaughh manages to
touch on most ©of the exposed
nerve ‘ends in Catholic life —
ranging from thie problems of
voung assistant priests in par-
ish rectories, i the need for
changes in the life of women
religious, to the "Failure™ of
Catholic schools. He manifests
a deep human sympa thy for the

75% of Expenses
For 2% of Pupils

By FATHER ROGER BAGLIN
St. Bridget's Church, Rochester

The Superintendent of Cath-

- -bat-it s net-imapossible= To-et -intelligentlv—we-must - -
learn as much as we can about the risks. . . . We cannot

,,,,,, wish them away. Nor should we overestimate and as- ch

sume the worst is inevitable. . . . Whether we intend it
.qr _not, we may have obligated ourselves to go to anm~
all-out central war. Attempts at restraint mmay-

to be wunreliable; passion, irrationality, and techrfcal
difficulties of control might cause escalation into all-
out war. . . . For these and other reasons it is possible
that the most objective and careful discussions may
still Influence events in a wrong direction. Indeed, the
final outcorne of decisions that are well meaning, in-
formed, and intelligent can be disastrous.- However,
feww would argue that this is a good reason to be male-
volent, uninformaed, or stupid. Those of us who have
not recelved anwv divine revelation as to the correct

of us does not realize that enly

olfe_Sthoolsinpur-Diocese has — @ Small Iraction of the sisters’,

“ recently, in his monthly news
letter. thrown out a somewhat

ing it difficult understanding
v the “pessiimism shrouding the

—future—of -Catholc-education—in -

the Diocese of Rochester.”

When onc asks a rhetorical
Qquestion, one runs the risk of
having it answered., perhaps in
a way not in accord with expec-
tation.

Our apologies first if this
seems controversial — it s in-
tended to be informative — to
state a position — to set forth
fthe opinion._of a2 certain g

course must 4o the best We can with the knowledge
and intellectual tools we have available. T for one do
not believe that it makes sense to depend any more
than can be helped on blind luck or faith—even though
I concede we will need both if we are to negotiate safe-
ly the treacherous terrain before us.”

—Herman Kahn in Thinking about the
Unthinkable.

“Whatever conclusions may be drawn from these
facts — and facts they are — this is certainly not the
liberated Europe . . ." (and today we could sav this of
the whole world) .. . we fought to build up. Nor is it
the one which contains the essentials of permanent
peace.”

—Winston S. Churchill in The Second World War.

“People live in constant fear lest the storm that
threatens every moment should break upon them with
dreadful violence. . . . There is an immense task in-
cumbent on all men of good will, namely, the task of
restoring the relations of the human family in truth,

in_iustice, in lowe and in freedom. . _ Every believer

in this world of ours must be a spark of light, a center
of love. a lifegiwving leaven amidst his fellow men. And
he will be able to do this all the more vperfectlv, the
more closelv he lives in communion with God in the
intimacv of his own soul. . .. May He banish from the
hearts of men whatever may endanger peace. . . . May
He enkindle the wills of all so that thev may overcome
the barriers that divide, cherish the bonds of mutual
chhari ty. understand others. and pardon those who
have done them wrong. By virtue of His action. may
_ all peoples of the earth become as brothers. and may
the most longed-for peace blossom forth and reign al-

ways among them.
—Pope John XXIII in Pacem in Terris.

~ Time to Speak Up
Or Hopes Will Die

London — (RNS) — The time has come for those
who believe the Vatican Council offers the way to
the Christian future to make thieir voices heard, ac-
cording to Auxiliary Bishop Basil Christopher But-
ler of Westminster. —

He exptessed the view in a long article in the
influential Romaan Catholic weekly review, The Tab--
let, published here, in which he charged that the
field of discussion in the Church now seemed divid-
ed between reactionaries and experimenters. He also

'» asserted that the Church has so far insufficiently
“lived the Coumcil”

- “The very texts of the documents have’, so far,
been only very imperfectly communicated, expound-
ed, understood and assimilated. But there is more,
much more, to the Second Vatican Council than the
letter of the texts subscribed by its members.

“The Couracil substitutes the dynamic for the

: --gtatic- -as the appropriate category for Christian
— thinking and acting. f' its own spirit, it should be™

" leading us on fixst to digest and practice, but then to

~. _outsirip and transcend, the letter of its own enact-

ments. One way to bury the Council would be to
turn its decisions into a fresh chapter of canon law.”

¥
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ment — a privilege sometimes
violently denied to those whose
views are labeled as irresponsi-
ble or impractical,

Flrst. let us say that we who
share this viewpoint refuse to
have our outlook called “pessi-
mism” — this does rather de-
pend on your point of view,
after all — we would much
rather have our outlook classi-
fied as “realism.”

Now straight to the heart of
the issue: The question ag
phrased is completely mislead-
ing and {paccurale — whether
intentionally or not it would
attempt to pull the rug out from
under the feet of the answerer
before he can get a chance to
open  his mouth.

The phrasing refers to the
future of “Catholic education™
when obviously its intent is to

..refer to ‘Catholic schools” or

“Catholic parochial education”
— thus it sets up a prejudiced
identity between the two. This
false concept has to be rooted
out of our thinking, and vio-
lently. Catholic cducation does
not, must not. equal or mean
“Catholic schools."” Fuzzy think-
ing must not be permitted here.

So widespread and so alive
has this misunderstanding be
come that at times "Catholic
schools” has almost been equa-
ted with the entire mission of
the Church to the world. Cer-
tainly it seems cvident that a
state of befuddlement exists,
for example, in our United

- States- where-(to-use—-as-crass—a— ---mustcease-to sprexd -ourselves

yardstick as finances) $72 out
of every $100 income to the
Church is expended on the
privileged few in Catholic
schools — well under 50% of
the 6-21 age category — even
counting only baptized Catho-
lics. (If Catholics make up 25%
of our population, the 621 age
segment would narrow this to
perhaps 5% and the fact we do
not have anywhere necar half
our ‘own’ children in Catholic
schools would narrow it to orob-
ably under 29%). This means
about ¥ of our money, and the
proportion in personnel hours
has to be at least comparable
whén you count all the nuns,
lay teachers and (even) priests
employed full time in Catholic
schools, is spent on less than
2% of the people of the country.

Our mission remember, is to
“Go teach all nations, baptizing
them . . ." ANl nations, not %
of our effort on 2% of the na-
tion. If this is not a confusion
of our mission, what is? But

_we are not yet finished! This
disjointed “situation ~coutd per-
haps be borne and tolerated,
(difficultly), were *“Catholic
schools” engaged exclusively in
bringing the message of Christ
to their students. But, lo, which

-

clorical-question--as -to -find—-

priests” and Tay persomnel”™s time
is given to the explicit teaching
of- Christ’s - -message~ ~Without
minimizing the walue of simple
prescnce at other times, the fact

-- remiins that this—decicationr of

most of their tiMe to #nculcating
reading. writing. 'rithmetic, and
related matters further
decrcases the cffectiveness of
our specifically religious mes-
sage relative 10 the impact of
time, personnel and rmoney.

These are the reisons. 1 say,
that even the en tire Mission of
the Church canat times be dan-

¥

go, becpuse of deficiencies 1n
the structures of the Church.
Certainly, Father Kavanaugh is
very *ight in insisting that

there is a need to face these

questions honestly.

One can not pretend that the
Church meeds no reform; one
canmot pretend that all the
structures that have come down

creased modern awareness that
the dignity and development of
the human person depend upon
his free commitment of himself
to life. The Gospel message is

themselves involved in a tragic
marriage situation, and who be-
cause of the Church’s position
on divorce seem doomed fo a
life of suffering and frustra-
tion. )

Any priest who has done the
least bit of marriage counsel-
ing is more than aware of the
deep human hurt attached to

__these_ situations. And we must

‘Look’s ‘Modern Pfiest'ATéuches ‘Exposed Nerves'

- is inseparable from prieesthood

the fact that such an experience
in the Church, for this priest-
hood is of its very mature a

“ministry of helping people in

the problem situations of their
Lives.

Human life, for a variely of
reasoms, not the least of which
is our human inabllity to face
reality with full matarity, is

do everything possible by study
and reflection to find ways of
alleviating this human sorrow:
But many of us priests encount-
er an allied situation of great

meant {0 bring joy and liber-
atim. And until such joy and
freedom characterizes the life
of the Christian, conditions in
the Chaurch cannot be consider-
ed ideal

Thereis no question but what
in the situations Father Kava-
naugh analyzes there is need for
some change. But it must also
be admitted that change has
happened, and is happening.
Perhaps at ton slow a pace, but
what hsas taken place in the
Catholic Church in the last
quarter century can well be de-
scribed <#serevolutionary. And
with all due credit to Pope John
— to whom all of us look back
with great gratitude—the “new
Pentecost™ is not basicallv his
work but the work of the Spirit.
Even we men. who are so fear-
ful and timid in. the face of
needed change, cannot ultimate-
Iv resist the action of the Spirit
in the life of the Church. For
this reasomn. the present moment

.in the life of the Church should

be one of great optimism despite
the questions and problems we
face.

It is. verv easy to say that
this book presents the situation
in the Catholic Church today
in an oversimplified way; this
could be a subtle way of avoid-
ing the accusations of lethargy
and unconcern contained in its
pages. let me. however, give
one example of what I mean:

Clearly. one of the deepest

3

==-rostef-tis—seem- to- be- stuck———misapprehension-of-those oppos-—— &l

in this rut) a certain number
of personnel — most have not
vet mastered the art of bilocat-
ing — a certaln amount of fi-
nances, and a certain quantity
of energy expendable, and as-
suming as we must that these
will remain relatively constant
if not decrease in face of a vo-
cation g and supposing as we
may a relatively stable effici-
ency quotient including effec-.
tive use of laymen it is com-
pletely Impossible and contra-
digtory “to expect that we shall

-~ -be-1ble to-substantially increase

- course - Catholic schools).

our efforts in these other direc-

~ tions without -decreasing.-them

in some other area (the prime
candidate in our minds being of

This is true for the simple
reasom that Church people who
now hawe 4 full time job in the
Cathelic schools are simply not
capable of giving double or 14
times their present effort to
launch a parallel effort in adult
education or a pilot program in
the form of a parish school of
religion. Who would den- the

gerously confuseed with “Catho- wonderful dedication and the
choots“—tur—quartrot—trow——Smmccre et L0

ever, touches a lessd rastic situ- by so mmany nuns, lay teachers

ation — the tendency to equate and priestss A person who is

“Catholic educati on” and “Cath-
olic schools.””

The task of Catholic educa-
tion must of ne=cessity in our
opinion be quite mene rally limit-
ed to teaching the message of
Christ in itsell, touckhing some-
what on its relation and influ-
ence or certain related disci-
plines, for example, ethics, soci-
ology. medicine, history. But it
should be wvasllw extended. It
should reach—width equal force
and without prejudice — all our
chiklren, witholit consigning the
unfortunate ma jority to the

- widelv used and largelv ineffec-
tive Release Time or Sunday qr
Saturday School appwoaches: it
should with equal force and
without prejudice reach all our
people regardless of age (that
is — adult education should be
pushed vigorously), it should
with equal force ind without
prejudice extenA iiself to our
non-Catholic neigghbors (that is.
it should not be nrrowly sec-
tarian in approach), consequent-
ly it must also embrace more
ardently such-things as vastly
extended and wpgraded CCD
programs, Newmaan Club work,
Information Forums. outreach
type evangelism, hom-e missions,
and so on,

This is not t© say that we
must now spread ourselves dis-
stressingly thin and begin to do
a tiny bit of good to a great
many rather tham a great good
to a few, but rather that we

distressingly thick in certain
areas and to do a questionably
great good (proportionwise) to
a very few.

Now a most crilical and in-
dispensable point , one which op-
ponents to our view scem at
times to be wholly unable to
comprehend: Given (and we age
given by God) a ccttain specific
amount of time (forexample, 24
hours a day; 7daysa week, ete.

/

already giving 100%, or work-
ing at 100% efficiency, cannot
be cxpected to give 200% or
150% —this is a stark impossi-
bility. To expect present per-
sonmnel to add additional pro-
grams without cutting back
thelr present efforts is to imply
that they are only working now
at 0% or 75% of potential,
surely a hard judgment.

Concretely. for example, to
expect <‘Sister Mary Archibald,”
who is now teaching seventh
grade, - -tking -eare- of the-sae-—-
risty anad doing her fair share
in the comvent, to expect her
suddenly to take on a couple of
semirars or discussion groups
with public schoolers, and a
share of the adult religious edu-
cation program, and bear a hand
in the apostolate to the non-
Cathalics, in.addition to her al-
ready strenuous duties is rath-
er fatuous at best, insulting to
her integrity and complete dedi-
cation at worst. Where, for ex-
ample, in her busy day would
one sugygest that she begin to
fit in these other programs.

Very simply put, the stance
of those who opt for keeping
our Catholic schools open and
expanding in these other direc-
tions are patently embracing
the moxe for less (or at least,
more for the same price) type
of philosophy which has in
other fields high-lighted the
gullibility of the American pub-
lic. No less an authority than

" The execuiive secrefary of the -

NCEA has assured us that the
old ideal of a Catholic school in
every parish in the style en-
visioned by the Council of Bal-
timore is “absolutely dead.” In
the context of today’s problems
he sees this as an impossibility.
Why do others refuse to stop
clinging to the corpse of this
perhaps once opt and useful,
but now outmoded, vision?

Now regarding a common

The Cnlholicm
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tragedy and suffering:—the
young people who come from
broken homes — and that is one
reason why we would not wish
to rush into an abandonment of
the Church’s position on divorce.
The disastrous impact on young
people which comes from the
divorce of their parents is one
of the great evils in our society
at the present time. The psycho-
logical harm, the disillusionment
with respect to human affec-
tion the rejection that has come
because of the fractured home,
are things that deeply bother
those of us who deal day in and
‘day out with wonderful young
men and women whose lives will
never be what they really should
be because of parents who did
not maturely accept the respon-
sibility of their relationship to
one another. -

I am perfectly aware that the

o .

effect on children does not-give - -

a totally justifying basis for
ruling out all divorce: aware -
also that the mere existence of
laws about divorce does not ade-
quately solve the manifold
human factors in these cases.
However, T think it is neces-
sary to remember tlie yast com-
plexity of the question when
‘one looks at society as a whole;
and it seems to me that Father
Kavanaugh's book does not do
this.

It is quite clear that Father
Kavanaugh is deeply troubled
by the human grief that he has

cd to our attitude.

What we suggest is not “giv-
ing up Catholic schools” much
tess *‘getting out of Catholic
education.” We do not propose
a drawing back, a retrenchment
or abdication or a “getting out™
of anything.

What we propose is an ex-
change of something good for
something better. We would
never reccommend or consider

. _the closing of a Catholic school _

iF this were {o mean.simply the.
ceasing of a certain amount of
effort, talent and expense in a

- givew parish  or Tocatiof. WHit

we envision Is that the same
amount of time, personnel,
i

“money amd energy wi :
to be poured into the apostolate '

in this parish or area, but that
it will now be betier directed
and distributed.

Concretely. not to close “St.
Polycarp's” grammar school and
lose the 10 nuns and 8 lay
teachers, but to close the school
and hurl these nuns and lay
people (or others more so in-
clined) inte a parish and fam-
iIv - centered apostolic elfo
which will include but not stop
at religious education. It stag-
g:rs the imagination to think
of the good which could be ef-
fected in a parish by 10 full
time sisters and 8 full time lay
apostles, as well as the priests,
all working directly with all the
people. This. then, is the vision
we have, this is the attitude we
take. Again we call it not pessi-
mism but realism, and better
yet, realistic, forward and out-
ward looking optimism.

.~ —...¥We have now_come to the end.

of our discussion! Let us, how-
ever, add one last thought (by
way of a reflection) which, al-
though seemingly very remote.
is none the less at least vaguely
possible. Almost at random one
can cite current incidents of
closings of schools, limiting of
enrollment, closing of grades,
moratoriums on school construc-
tion, even in our diocese, as the
great structure of Catholic
schools begins little by little,
stowly in dribs and fits to crum-
ble and disintegrate. That is to
say, we have already witnessed
the beginning of the decay of
Catholic schools, and they are
exiting with a whimper, not a
bang. Gradually and painlessly
the system erodes.

Now the faint and elusive

- EXiSsTriEht onourdoorstep T

i BT

ations of tragedy. A mman who
exercises an ordaimed priesthood
with openmess to people, who
sympathetically

evitably feel the min that
comes with identilyimg with
these people he loves.

For a priest to hold himself
aloof from such involvement in
the lives and problems of his
fellow men is to deny one of
the deepest elements of his
priesthood. But~it is orme thing
to say that a priest shouald have
this open affection and sym-
pathy for his fellow men; it is
another thing to sy that he
should be sentimental in his
dealings with them. He is meant
to be a guide, he is meant to

to communicate, as far as he

possibly can, the matuve
strength that men need when
they find themselves in human
situations that admit of no sim-
ple solution.

Mere legalism will, obviously,
-xot- provide- the- kind of human .
guidance ‘that is needed; but
law and order in the deepest
sense are absolutely necded,
for freedom itself cam only
exist if there is order. The
priest must help people with
human warmth and understand-
ing; but to substitute semtiment
for reason would be to deprive
men of the possibility of grow-
ing to maturity.

Perhaps this review will seem
too harsh. I can only hope that
as a brother priest | do deeply
respect the reasons why Father
Kavanaugh has writtenn, even

itself is that Catholic schools
could possibly be rescued by
massive government, preferybly -
state, aid. Terrified by the bug-
bear of “state aid equals state
control” a horribly gratultous
assertion since it s based on
lEttle or no experiential knowl-
edge, professional Catholic edu-
cators rear badk in horror from
the very thought of Big Brother
helping them out. Nonetheless,
an apparently extremely satis-
factory and viable approach

In the provinces of omir good

.neighbor, Canada, througgh legal .

systens of tax application, the
government supports (that is to
say, the people—support)—hoth
public and private schools. This
{s very much in accord with
good Christian theory of educa-
tion, by which the orimary re-
sponsibility for the formation,
religious and secular, of the
children rests with the parents,
not with the Church mor the
State. If such a system can work
im Canada's pluralistic so-ciety, it
is at least an indication that its
possibility should not be sc0rn-

he—fr—————1

our pluralistic society. At least
it deserves some considerattion.

Indeed, were the bishopsof a
s€ate of province to realistical-
Iy farce the decline and prob-
lem of Catholic schouls, take the
bull by the horms, and Iinform
the state government that either
massive state ald must be forth-
coming (such as would allow us
to staff our schools mainmly with
competent lay professionals,
thus freeing the religlous for
their more specifically Christian
tasks) — were such a sugges-
tzon to be presented to the State

-with—the-option—oraltermtive

that otherwise we shall e forc-
ed to rapidly withdnw from
the field of schools by whkiolesale
closing of our institutions —
were this dilemma to be force-
fully presented to the State, it
would seem that this dream or
possibility of massive s&ate aid

- might very rapidly and prag-

matically become a reakity.

Remember, these closimg three
paragraphs do not represent our
main thesis. They are simply
appended as a possible altern-
ative approach, as anothaer way
in which to free our time, per-
sonnel, energy and finances for
cur mission. We are not pushing
for government aid to educa-
tion, only presenting it for what
it could be.

e e e i

 Priests Form Presbytery

Checks on Bishop's Senate

St. Paul — (RNS) — A new type of organization
of Roman Catholic priests was formed here.

The Presbytery of the Archdiocese of St. Paul
and Minneapolis was established when nearly 450
priests voted to ratify the constitution and bylaws

for the organization.

In joining the concept of a ‘‘professional associ
ation” of priests with the role of a Senate establish-
ed by a bishop, the Presbytery was hailed as unique

in the Church.

ment:

As one of the purposes of the Presbytery, the
priests voted 232 o 189 to insert the following state-

“To promote for all the priests of the archdio

cese those fundamental human rights flowing direct
ly from man’s very nature and dignity as a hurnan
person, and which are therefere universal, inviolable

and inalienable.”

Among other stated
are these:

purposes of the Presbytery

® “To develop in the priests of the archdiocese

their unity.

- — -~ -~the-bond of Christian charity-and the consciousness of —

. ® “To study, develop and implement policles and
programs which will help the priests tolive and to
work more effectively in their ministry. ‘

Hiysivéd i numiberliess —shty

miniskers to - -
-— people-in their sorrows,—will-in-- —

ir-mer-of-hope-which-presents ————
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year — including Kath
.Giovannini, Seneca Fall
adjust fo the college
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By WILLIAM W. BUECHEL

8 S soindto-T-boComsi

“You are the only organiz
tion in the entire Church th;
anticipated the Vatican Cou
cil.” With these words Bisho
Sheen greeted the Legion (
Mary Council Officers Meetin
held recently at Rochester
Sheraton Hotel.

The age of the laity, the Bis
op sald, was started long b
fore Vatican Council II by tl
Legion of Mary when it b
came the first organized “‘ou
ministry” emulating Jes
Christ Who also was in

_Sout-ministyytt— ——

The Council Officers meetir
- was sponsored by the New Yo
Regional Senatus, which h
jurisdiction over all of Ne
York state, New Jersey, Rhot
Island, Connecticut and parts (
Massachusetts, and Curia off
cers from all these states we

- -tiveratty represented. This w

the first time such a Counx
Officers meeling was held ol
site New York City.

The theme of the 3-day me
ing was “True Devotion to t
Nation,” and experts on va
ous aspects of this were invit
to speak to the gathered of
cers. TDN is not somethi
new, since it was first prop
ed to the Legion of Mary !
Frank Duff, founder of t
Legion, as many as ten yea
ago, again anticipating the |
volvement of the laity ask
for by Vatican Council II.

TDN seeks to better, in wh
evet Christian way possible, t
secular teity, seeking by gro
action, or individual action
groups to bring Christ to t
political, financial and soc
arenas, and thus bring in
being a better world in Wh'l
all men might live a better li

Edward
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v |
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Legion ¢
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