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- BIShOP Sheen Establi‘

A new program of discipline
is to be inaugurated at St
Bermard’s Major Seminary.

—_ where the students of the Dio-

their theological studies.for the
pxiesthood.” = - )

The change has béen prorh‘;‘jt;‘

el -by the ordination ceremony,
in which the Bishop turns to
the congregation and asks if
the people know of any reason
why the candidates should not
be advanced to the priesthood.
Thus the laity are recognized
as judges of the worthiness of
thaeir future priests.

comnplete— -

But it is almost too late to
ask the laity at the moment of
ordination; they should be able
to make such a judgment at any

- moment as they follow the stu-

dents through their careers.

_Since the priests are the serv-
ants of the laity, and not the
laity the servants of the priests,
the people of God should have
some choice obout their serv-
ants. In the business world, it
is the customer who is to be
pleased; in the Church, it is
the people of God.

It will then not be solely

1

the prerogative of the Seminary
facuity to determine the worth
of the candidates. It would
never do in business if a manu-
facturer were to decide alone
the quality of his product; the
buyers also have rights and the
power to decide if the product
is as advertised. So the people
of God in the pews will have
some say over the Seminay
product who stands in the pul-
pit on the other side of the
~ communion rail.

The Review Board of the
Laity will be composed of both ~
men and women not exceeding

? eight in number. They will fill
up the missing link in Seminary
discipline which, up to this
point,
demic and professional.
new dimension to be added, will
be conformity to the high ideals -
of the priesthood as understood
by the laity.

N

Such an acknowledgment of
authority in these days is essen-
tial. The priests, in this period
of transition, are no longer pro-
fessional figures who are re-
spected because of their status;
they are the servants and the
ministers of the people of God

‘has been largely aca-
The

will

and the socially disinherited,
and are respected only in pro-
portion to their worth, their
holiness and dedicated service.

Not . the least of the advan-
tages of this Review Board will
be that it will improve Sem-
inary-teaching; for-it-will.insist.
not just on theological training, =+
but also on pastoral care. In.
the past, the parish accepted
the priest who was sent to them
by the Bishop; now the laity
determine the type of
priest who can be sent. The
laity are already in most of
the areas where the priest later

and the daily

- to the Church,

tom reminds us

on, is to work: in°the slums,
industry, education, professions
grind. Now the
laity shall have & voice in that
area in choosing the kind of
priest who is to be the servant
- in-the-reconciling of the world

This new order of things is™~
a return to the practice of the
early Church (Acts 1/15 apd
Acts 6/5). As St. Cyprian said:
“The laity know for certain that,
the men elected to the priest-
hood are of the whole people
the most eminent.” St. Chrysos-
that Moses,

v

shes a‘Léity Review Board for St. Bernard's

who had talked with God, conm,

sulted with Jethro, wtho recom.
mended people of God with
whom he might consmlt. A pro-
found spiritual advimce in the
quality of the pristhood will
take place when the Bishop is
not - the .sole Judge of the
worthiness of the canclidate, but

g

“rather the people of God, who
invariably demarad omye quality
‘in a priest which the all holy
God demands—holinesss,
+ FULTON /. SHEEN
Bishop of Rochester
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Conscience Probed at ‘Summit’ of Moral Experts .

He added that fox thex “fore-
seeable future there is fax great-
er risk before God im nt taking
a stand than in takiag vhxat may
later prove to have beer: a fool-
ish one.”

. Boston — (RNS) — A noted

sociologist told a gathering of

religious leaders here that the
continued life of the major re-
ligions is threatered by a “cul-
tural crisis.”

Dr. Philip Rieff, sociology pro-
fessor at the University of
Pennsylvanta, made this remark
at the first Natignal Conference
on the Role of-Conscience under

in his audience as an “obstacle
and a limit to the developmerit
of conscience.

' ““What I heard this morning

was very much preaching by the
converted to the converted. It
had very little analytic or trans-
formative power,”” he charged.

The professor further told the
religion leaders ‘‘your attitude

sult is a “distinct cultural dis
continuity.” To illustrate his

point he cited early Christian- .

_ity which “appeared subversive

to the Roman power structurq."

Adding that *“cultures func
tion everywhere and always-to
put limits on what can be done
and will be done,” Dr. Rieff
asserted that “they must deny
certain affirmations . . . out of

terms of a dialectic of reaction.
The life of Christ is all posi-
tive and contains no reaction.”

Rabbi Borowitz in his rebuttal
pointed out that religious man
and secular man “are not speak-
ing to each other” because of
.what he -termed “secular tri-
umphalism.” Secular man, he
said, “comes as the high priest
of the church of secularism —

: Father Haring spoke
lack of . “humibity,

of the
repeentance

’ and reparation” in the amodern
meaning of conscierace amd said
is the *“mission of beilesvers to
communicate this m-essigze more

prist of

Father James Russell of
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o _Laymen and clergy participated in Bishop Sheen’s

Mass for catechetical graduatés at Sacred Heart

IClthedral Sunday- afternoon.

Are They ‘Beat’ or Merely Off-beat?

By GARY MacEOIN

Milan—Everywhete one goes.in Europe, .

one encounters not only monuments of

] i ¢ present.
Of such signs of the times, the most ubi-
quitous is the Green Wave, the provos of
France, the capelloni of Italy, the “beats”
of every land and language.

/
In London or Paris, even in Heidelburg;, -

they are not so hard to take. One shrugs

them off as a superficial expression of .

the natural imitativeness of the young, a
symptom of America's impact on teen-age
dress and behavior patterns.

But when the long i\alred, unshaven,
unwashed young men and the slattern,
angular, grotesquefaced girls sprout on
the streets of Dublin, Rome and tradition-
so:::(ed Madrid, it is time to stop and take
notice.

Three leaders of the beat movement—
the beat movement, no less—here in
Milan. have. just. provided some valuable
data for an understanding of what it is
all about. Their contribution was intended

as an interview for a high school (“liteo”)
magazine. The school authorities for their
own ineffable reasons supressed the inter-

they believe that our society tries to
impose them without itself valuing them.
It is the hypocrisy of the twentieth cen-

view, ‘ensuring it national exposure in  tury that they abhor.

Through the cult of dirt and ugliness,
there shine two positive and encouraging
signs of the times. The more basic is one
emphasized by Vatican II in the constitu-
tion on tthe Church in the Modern World
and other documents, It is the stress dn
the dignity and rights of the individual,
of every human simply because he is
human.

“Our ‘position is not %ne of simple

. rejection,” to quote Andrea Valcarenghi.

“We oppose the tendencies to massifica-
tion, to alienation and to incorporation in
a system, tendencies characteristic of
today's society. We oppose them because
‘we seek to retain our individuality as
people capable of thinking for ourselves
and unwilling to let others speak for us.”

The second and more complex element

is' the rejection of the values of our -~

society, not so much because they con-
sider these values valuless, but because

I attended a press conference in Rome
the other day given by Barbara Ward
(Lady Jackson) during the meeting of
the papal commission Justitia et Pax for
world development, of which she is. a
member. Our attitude to the world's poor,
she asserted, is as hyprocritical as that
of the Victorian ladies who a century
ago. upbraided their servants for im-
providence in producing big families they
could not afford. 4

Miss Ward has the sophistication to

" distinguish the hypocrisy of the society

from the objective validity of at least
some of the principles it professes. My
scattered contacts with .members of the
Green Wave here in Europe make me
suspect that some of them know how to
make the same distinction. .

WIith the” enihusiasm of the young,
however, they prefer to adept or at least
proclaim extreme positions. It has ever

a

heen so. It is instructive, for -example, .
to reread what Saint Bernard of Clair-

vaux had (o say as a young mmn about
“some of lls fellow monks,

!rﬂ"iﬁﬁg—raﬁ“ﬁ‘t‘he;yd;ihg is more

open and more violent tham wis normal
in previous generations, that reflects on
the one hand the accelersted rhaythm of
contemporary living caused hy- techni-

logical progress, and on thke other the =~

greater freedom to express ones thoughts

" which results from the ecoraomicc emanci-

pation produced by the samme technology.

People no longer have to be hygocritical
if they don’t want to.

The beats are thus a refRection of the

" rmaterial success of our society, Here in

Milan, Italy’s industrial capitl_ for ex-
ample, their number is estimatesd at ten.
thousand. With a snap of the fingers,
their leaders can assmble a thmusand to
demonstrate in the main sqguare.

‘They are also, however, & refEection of _

- the'moral inadéqiacy of the sim=e society.'

Our reaction should be nesither~ outrage
nor repression but a humble examination
of conscience.. S
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