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Techny, Ill — (RNS) — Two Protestant monks from the Taize community
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in France 'hold a Holy Communion service in the: chapel of the Divine
‘Word Seminary, Techny, I11. Thae service, by Brother Jacques and Brother
Christopher, ended a day-long retreat they led for 29 Christian elergy in
the Chicago area. The Taize Bxothers, dedicated to. Christian unity, have

ciscan priests,

God's World

e mmﬁ——fermeﬂ:an;—,mter:ellglous commumtya—m -Chicgo v whieMneJu«des two Fran-

Taize Monks
In Chicago

By DENNIS J. GEANLEY, 0S.A. .

For several years 1 had heard
about the Brothers of Taize. It
is a unique ecumenical com-
munity of men of many Chris-
tion denominations, who give
withness by their way of life to
both, the hope and the reality

¥

controlled experimen
tation, wariation, and some
options. INow we see that the
service should appeal to the
total human person who is an
emotional as well as a thinking
person. ¥n our zest to make

lows for

e

. meet three

of \;Iunuuu uuu_y

had the privilege of visiting
with them in their first Ameri-
can house in the heart of a
Negro gh-tto in Chidigo. They,
are celibates who sHare all their
possessions and accept the au-
thority of the local Prior. They
times a day for
prayer. They support them-
selves through work in slores,
offices, or factories. _

The occasion for my visit was
-an invitation to the locat clergy

perience,  will we increasingly
reject iy setvice that does-not
give us an -emotional charge?)
The-- broitkher was réeminding us
that in prayer we must give
priority to the act of faith that
is involve~d, rather than the felt
“expericnce.”

Somevhiere in the discussion,
apriestasked the brother aboul
the Taiie view of celibacy. The
hrother gave the kind of at

sage. He sgw the human condi-
tion as one of isolatjon and
estrangement from one's fellow
man. Each of us, to hecome
human apd Christian must over-
come this isolation and hecome
at one with each of our fellow
human heings jn this race of
men,

Marriage is an attempt to
overcome this 1solallon hut for
the minister of the Word in
his pastoral work, it can be a
new form of isolation. Marriage
makes it more difficult for the
clergyman to be at one with
his fellow man in a pastoral
relationship.

A larger message was getting
to me. The brother was saying
to the Catholic clergy in the
room: “Im your zeal to have

F—regentiseeichs aotEon o~ meamimfut—erTruthentic—and— meareingfiF-—o]

peridnces at prayer, be careful
that you do not lgse somethingz
precious that you have” The
married clergyman was saying
“Take it casy In your reexann
nation of -the celibacy bit. You
have more going for you than
you realize.”

We  joined the brothers at
prayer. We began with what
seemed live five or ten minutes
of silence. At another point,

swer ane would oypeet {fomcaplafler g lenethy  seripturs soad-bin.

““afternoon and cvening of con-

priests, Celibacy is a way of
H-ove—-The-cebi

“versation, common prayer mditife—ant ite- who
a meal. It was an opportunityyis motivited by a Christian com-
for the brothers to explain and|mitment i9 liberated lo -love

interpret their way of life.to
us, Although -the brother who
was the discussion lcader was
German born, Taize is a town
in- France from which this com-
munity has sprung.

brother was our quick response,
both to thelr Invitation to jolm
them and owur cagerness and
openness in discussing Chris-
tian unity. He attributed it to
our Americar pragmatic genlus
to find ways and means of
achleving unlly in our clvic
communily as well as in reli-
glously orientated relationships
This seemed obvious to us
glven our melting pot tradition
and the greenlight given us by
Pope John, Vatican II, and the
encouragementi of American
bishops. -

two points that stru(k me dur
ing our freewheeling _inter-
change. At one juncture the

toimpresy thet

cach~person with the totality of
his perssrahood. Marriage is also
a vocalioma to love, but celibacy
is a uniqgue road to a universal
love of God and ‘man. All of us
hod heard this many times. Il
wis _the e nthusiasm and convie

= o= e onIa Ity 10r APy (U FEG I Telreat TEEASr - o[ 1HE, LHett was —anotier petiod|

of silence. Silence, as a condi

L tion for prayer, was part of our

Catholic tradition.
few years,
a
with the importance of silencc
in prayer. We have been busy
pushing pecople to find God,
“where (he action is.” These
Protestant brothers were plead
ing with us Catholic priests

In the past
I cannot remember
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talk or an article that-dealt

e T T

A e AR K et

Priests for Toniorrow

P e e )

,

As with so many other things,

has been called into
question in recent years. We
are speaking of the minor sem-
inary asa high school seminary,
even though in most dioceses it
is still a six year school — four
years high school and two years
college.

The questioning of the minor
seminary revolves around two
questions; Can a young man at
age fourteen make a serious and
vilid commitment to the priest
hood? If a boy attends a minor
seminary, is he not deprived of
basic life- experiences, and
therefore becomes “out of tou
of touch” with life as it is? Un-
fortunately these questions can-
not be answered with a. simple
“Yes* or “INo." The particular
structure of the minor seminary
will maodify the answers consid-
erably

Let's grapple thh 1 _the_first,

-~yguestton-At -wiat "age 1s a boy

able to make a valid vocational
~hoice? ‘

Father Eugene Kennedy in
his book, ‘“The Genius of the
Apostolate,”” cites a research
nrogram of Columbia University
which came to the conclusion
that at age fourteen. some bovs
were quite capable of making a
firm vocational choice, and fur
ther, it would be a mistake for
them to have that choice de-
layed.

The probTem with this is the
word ‘““some.”” Which ones would
they be? Can we predetermine
those capable of the choice or
must we simply wait until ordi.
nation and point them out with
hindsight? Would thev comprise
a very small minority of«boys
who enter the minor seminary
or a significant percentage?

know they .made 2 solid com.
milment ¢cven In “thelr minor
seminary davs. These men usual-
1y defend the existence of the
minor semfnary with gre=xt
vigor. But how many are there?
I suspect relatively few, .in
which case we would be right
back where we started from.

Now however, let's suppose

which is not tooking for a firm

commitment tg the pnesthood
adoder

§ fMtirior scminary exi§ts
fundamentally as a te sting
ground, a ptace of discovery. It
would be something like. trying
to raise a rare plant outside its
ordinary habitat. (I do not use
the expression ‘“natural habi-
tat" because if this new environ
ment wars against iis very na-
ture it will not survive at all.)
A seminary is by nature a seed
bed. This minor seminary of

tiom~ with  which he spoke his
picce thit lifted up the celibates
in the room who are being
pressured  into a re considera
tion of their commitment to a
celibate Life.

After €he bhrother
the colibacy Issue, another
clergymiea responded. He begn
by sayinz that he was the only
“hlologieal father" in the rogom.
As a married man, he proceed
el to extoll celibacy for the
minister of the Christian mes

spoke (o
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Throigh [ReiT silenee 10 prayer
to hold of to this precious as
pect of our heritage.

Right now, the Catholi
Church is going through a ref-
ormation. The Protestants have
gone through one and they
know from sad experience that
reformers in  their  zeal, too
often throw out the baby with
the dirly water. If we talk
honestly with out Protestant
brethren, they may help us
save ourselves from ourselves

2y

saying thot He was very ‘much

-surprised at Jﬂm" often—we-tsed
the word “‘cxperience.” We
were using the word ina Prot-
estant conlext and a part of

" their heritage about which they
arc not happy. He said that
Protestants have too long looked

for a good feeling to come from
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a service which they called an
“experience.’”” For many, the
absence of this warm inner
glow was the absence of an
encounter with God- This, he

- said, puls one's praver life on

a pretty shaky emotional basis.
When our feclings take prec-
edence over our convictions, we
are in trouble. We would be
inclined to deprecate our at-
tempts at prayer when we are
not emationally in high gear.

The: Talg,e brother's comment
gives us pause as the Church is
shifting from the rigid liturgical
forms which were frozen in
their molds in the 16th century
to our present thaw which al

Caﬁhusmns
in Vermont

Benningtom-—(NC)—The first
Carthusian mmonastery in the
United States will be built some
20 miles north of here. The
7,000-acre property, known as
Mount Equinox, is the estate of
Dr. J. G. Da¥idson, retired vice
president of Union Carbide.

">+ The Carthusians, established
in Europe 900 yeats ago, took
up residence in a temporary
monastery in the United States
in 1850. At present two Fathers
and two Brothers serving here
receive American applicants
into the order. Candidates are
sent to Europe for novitiate and
training.

* There are now 16 Americans
in Charterhouses in France,
England, Switzerland, Italy and
Spain. Upon completion of the
Vermont Charterhouse, the

Americans will return to form|
the nucleus of the new com-|"

munity.
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Bank by Mail at
Community in Rochester
and you’ll-earn. -~
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which-we-speak-would-give-very|
special care to the spiritual de-
velopment of the boy, “fertilize”
his potential for loving service
to mankind, and give him spe
cial exoosure to the sunshine of
the Holy Spirit's inspirations.
At the same time, all the other
aspects of his education would
be developed (o fullest possible
potential. e may or may not
eventually opt in favor of the
priesthood. Whether he did or
not, nothing would be lost.

In the past, ex-seminarians

The Minor
Seminary - -

By FATHElt LOUXS J. HOHMAN
Diocesan Director of Vocations

the value of a minor seminary
serious

the minor seminary become top-]
|._There-are—ptiests—today who|notchers,

have in many cases become not
just good laymen but excep-
tiomally loyal and cooperative
ones. I personally think that
this concept of the minor sem-
inary as a ground of careful
nurturing and testing would be
entirely valid and useful.

Some might object that fail-
ure in this program could be a
traumatic experience for some
boys and leave scars in later
life. In the first ‘place, our so-
ciety is too prone to protect
children from failure, which
they should learn is part and
parcel of human living. Second-
ly, in view of the stated nature
of the program, withdrawal
from the program would not
constitute failure at all, but
merely a branching off ifto a
more congenial way for this,
hoy.

Now to the second obJectlon
Does not a hoy in the minor
| seminary-—-get ot o T tOlch™]
with life and miss some very
important experience? R

- r

If we were dealing with some
minor seminaries, “&specially in
Europe, but some also in this
country, the answer, would. have
to be “yes”” These seminaries
operate on a monastic base and
have as a principal goal the pro-
tection of the seminarian from
the world.

Maybe at some time in the
past this sort of systern was
workable, but I certainlv think
it is not in our time and place.
In fact, after twelve years ex-
perience in a minor seminary.
[ think that the idea of bovs
boarding there. living away from
home, is entirely impractical.
True. there are rare individuals
for whom this has no- harmful
effects. As a matter of fact,
these boys who have boarded-at|,

while the vast major-
itv of boarders drop out some-
where along the way. usually be-
~ause they become painfully con-
scious, rightlv of.. wrongly, of
having missed something.

The minor semimarv of our
time must, I think, be quite

(ol A O 2y TR R P

3

«

Farmers

to organize unions.

Ceésar Chavez, natlonal direc
tor of the Umted Farm Work-
ers Organizing Committee
whose local No. 2 in Rio Grande
City has been on strike since
last June, said, “I think this
is terrific.”

“For those farm workers try-
ing to«form their own unions,
it will give them the necessary:
spiritual strength to continue
the fight regardless of the ob-
stacles,” he said.

Chavez called the statement
“an answer to the prayers of
thousands and thousands of
farm workers in the Southwest
asking that their Church and
the Church leaders stand with
them in their struggle to secure
social justice as enunciated by
the Popes in the many encycli-
2als.”

He said that he believed that
the statement will have a ‘‘tre-
mendous effect not enly in the
Rio Grande Valley, but all over
the country.”

In their statement, the.Cath-

Union

Recommended

San Antonio—(RNS)—Labor leaders in Texas have
enthusiastically endorsed the statement issued by the
Istate’s-Roman.Catholic bishops urging the farm workers

the farm workers that “among
the basie rights of the -human
person is the right of freely
founding associations or unions
for working people.”

They said the farm workers
should have the right “of free-
ly taking part in the activities
of these unions without risk of
reprisal.”

The statement urged farmers,
“especially family farmers,” to
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cooperate with each other and -

form associations so that they
can obtain “a just share of th'e
£ross national product of this
country.”’

Urging national legislation to
protect the rights. of the farm
workers, the bishops’ statement

ealled on all citizens to be con-

cerned with this problem so
that . “those who:. produce the
food and fiber of our country,
whether workers or growers,
not be asked to accept less than
an equitable share of the mate-
rial prospenty of the natwnal
community.”

Spokesmen for the grpwers
were also in sympathetic agree-
ment with the statement. How-
ever, they refused to make ex-
tended comments until they had
time to study the bishops’ docu-
ment,

FOOTPRINTS
INA

DARKENED
FOREST

by

e

..olic_hishops.representing.the-10
Jioceses in the state reminded

going to have a life equivalent
Immediately arises—if they are
going to have a lief equivalent
to that eof any high school boy,
why have a minor seminary at
all? The answer lies in the con-
viction that the intense and spe-
clalized spiritual training, gear-
ed toward the fullness of the
Christian vocation and a sense
of service, cou'd lead to a blos-
soming of more priestly voca-
tions than we could otherwise
get.

I must grant that this convic-
tion is argucable and finances
would have to be taken into
consideration. But it is worth a
good try- and could be most
fruitful.

In the elimination of a board-

- “stbop Fulton] Sbeen

ORDER YOUR COPY NOW!

Drawn from Bishop Sheen's hew television series, the
material found in this book is a long awaited answer to
the searchings of modern man in “the darkened forest™
of today's world. Among topics discussed are modern
existentialist attitudes, the new theory of evolution ex-
pounded by Teihard de Chardin, and even the "*God is
controversy. Separate chapters take up the corf?
comitants of these new attitudes: loneliness, uncaring
and a sceming lack of meaning to life. its immediacy,
depth and spirituality assure that it will be a joy and
continuing comfort to every readed, regardless of his
faith. Be among the first to receive a copy of this in-
,Spiring new book upon publication by ordering now
from any Scrantorn’s store except Midtown Plaza. $4.95

dead””

ing section o iner-semin
ary, we leave large numbers of
potential candidates who live
more than commuting distance
from the minor seminary out of
consideration. For these there
should- be what some dioceses
call a preseminary program,
wherein they go to their local,
high schools but receive special

open, and leave the bovs a life
perfectly normal for Christlan
young people. Including dating

spiritual guidance and training

from a priest-counsellor in the
area. I will discuss this kind of]

thal we hive a minor seminarv|as long as it does not involve program at a future date.
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English Canon
By Advent

Atlanta —(RNSy— Archb
Paul J. Hallinan of At
has described the Vaticar
cree allowing the Canon o
Mass to be read aloud in
lish as an answer to the “1
of a truly  revitalized i
for our American parishes

Archbishop Hallinan saic
vernacular Canon would
ably be ready for the first
day of Advent this’ year,
3, 1967,

In his statement, the
bishop mentioned the woi
the International Committe
English in the Liturgy, ter
it “one of the most far-rea

movements.”” The comm
which represents the epis
conferences of 10 En

speakmg countries, was au
ized in 1963 to prepare an
‘lish text for international
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