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" Catholic Faith
... Stitled in Ceylon |

- Colombo—(NC)~The Church| of individual principals. These
in Ceylon is facing one of the| classes are usually held _elth r
greatest crises ever, in its 450-| during the first period in the

. year-old history inthe coumntry:| morning, when all the students
the tangible danger of Catholics] may not yet have arrived, or
losing their faith.

For nearly a hundred years,| s¢ydent concentration is low.
__from._ 1869 _until 1980, the] S oent concentra )
Church was free to mn its| In a pastoral letter, Bishop
schools without any obstruction.{ Leo Nanyakkara, 0.S.B., of

In 1960, the socialist govern- | gious bodies must have the

during the last period at the
end of a day or session, when

Kandy has insisted that reli-

ment qf Premier Sirimavo Baf| right to organize “adequate Te-
daranaike took over almost all| )jeious instruction and observ-)
the government-assisted privale| ance” for their-ehildren attend-
schools, about 700 of whicth jng state schools in the country.

were Catholic, ™~

At present, out of a total ofl ¢hoyugh in the future the Catho-
9434 schools on the island, the{yjc atmosphere in education
Church- has omly 36 scholsichoyld come mostly from the
that it can-call s own Bull home and parish, “a certain re-{| -
these are among the biggest in ligious atmosphere” must be
the country, with an Werag ymaintained . even in state
attendance of more than 1,000| geppols. '
students. A few of them even .
have as many as 3,000, -Bishop Nanayakkara also said

- The rest are subje¢t toO 2| ipn the Church in Ceylon have
degree of state comtrol tht| prouoked an “identity crisis”
makes it difficult to oganie| gor the country’s Catholics.’
the teaching of Catholicism to
Catholic s tud e nts “attending The _ external signs on which

many of them.

some Catholic

s o guitt—-have--distppeated—or-are
Because of this difficully,| a5y disappearing, the bishop
_ chitdren take| gaid. As examples, he cited
Buddhism as a subject for their| Catholic acquicsence in the gov-
public examination, for whith| erpment’s decision abolishing
religion has recently been made| Sypday as a public holiday and
a cornpulsory subject. The Sill-| ¢he non-insistence on a written
aon sometines realis o e antes rom the nn Caloie
. g partner in a mixed marriage.
ing Buddhism.

In January, 1966, the presenll National Catechetical Commis-
government abolished -Sumdiy| gion is waging its struggle to
as the weekly holiday and re:| conserve the faith of Catholic
placed It with the days colnr|giydents. Under the directorship
ciling with the four phises of) of Father W. Don Sylvester, the
the moon as being of grealrl Colombo Catechetical Center,
significance to Buddhists, Thest| with the aid of volunteers, is

are called Poya days. seeking to creale efficient, per-

This makes the fulfillment of
the Sunday Mass obligation dif-
ficult for school children, espe
clally for those attending state
schools. Private schools either
have Mass during school hours
or start school late onx Sundays It has already orgﬂnized cor-
to enable the students lo PAr| respondence courses in Cathol-

dpﬁchML their own|icism for the public school ex-
parishes. Students In ‘many Tl amination and made available

The —bishop satd—that—al-

that the postconciliar changes

Catholic identity was largely

It is in this context that the

manent, outside-of-school struc-
tures to insure the religious
formation of all children and
also to establish similar struc-
tures for adult religious educa-
tion.

It is im the light of swuch

movement has become of great
: _ significance in Ceylon.

Catechetical e ndeavor s in

For more than four-filhs of
the Catholic student population,

tions, where priests or Religgious
are still the principals, Catholic
i -schools that have been taken
over by the state provide litile
or no facilitles whatever for the
teaching of Catholicism.

The insuffictency of Catholic
teachers to teach Catlolicism
in government schools places a
grave handicap on Cathlic

- areas where there are no eve|textbooks and teachers’ hand-
ning Masses often miss their{ books.
Sunday obligation. several diploma courses in cate-

chelics for nuns and lay teach-

rs (700 have qualified so far)
nd seminars for priests and

Religious. Some field work has

been done by trained catechists.

It has also conducted

difficulties that the catechetical :

Some catechetical work has
Ceylon are based on the i been done in the ather dioceses
ceptance of one reality the] a5 well,
position of the Catholic schrools . .

e 5 m T “ = !@—‘l‘mm’ oM sim =110 es—m—e

e e e e . {tablish. a national_center soon.|

e - - —In’ the past, the Church xased} This is for the specific purpose
"r the schools as the primary me-| of publishing catechism {ext-
dium of giving religious in| books at a low cost, and produc-

struction to children. Much im-| ing audio-visual”aids for teach-

portance was laid“on the cren|ing religion. The national cen-

tion of a Catholic atmrvosplier-e inf ter is- also expected to recruit]

schools. adult catechisls and conduct a
: parent-educator program.

In the present context, it is
the schools can no longer be| widely felt thal the catechetical
considered as the cenler for}! movemenl has a vital
gaining a sound knowlelge of| play in saving Catholicism in
Catholicism. With some excep-| Ceylon.

role to
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NOW, AS-IN ancient times, a Hebrew dressed

in the traditional ‘‘kapota’ goes thr@uggh the
streets of Jerusalem on Friday sounding the
shofar to announce the arrival of the *‘queen

By REV. C.J. McNASPY, §.J.

One of the most poignant fealures of the
Holy City is, of -course, its deep division.
Though most of the ancient shrines are on
the Jordan side, no pilgrim will want to miss
those in Israel. :

Before leaving the-0ld City, you will want

nown as the ‘iWailing Wall.” Since the di-
vision of Jerusalem into Arab and Israel sec-
tions, Jews may no longer come here to la-
ment the destroyed temple.

You cross at Mandelbaum Gate — not a
gate at all, but a hideous reminder of the
state of war between the two countries, now

held in unéasy abéyance by a truce and the

kind offices of the United Nations. You leave
the Jordan side, walk several hundred lonely
feet through No Man's Land, surrounded by
barbed wire and destruction. Then you enter
the Israel zone, where suddenly you seem in
a Western land. Customs officials are courte-

. ous_and understanding, snd they eagerly wel-

ern city, almost forgétful of antiquity.

to visit the remaining. bit of the fabled wall

had just been copied. This is one of the miost
striking monuments in the world.

__Hebrew. It will be thrilling to hear the ‘Lo

of the Sabbath.'’ At left is the Shrine of the
Book-which- houses-the Dead Sea Scrolls. -}

Small bits of scrolls are first seen, con-
taining passages from the Old Testament.

The large circular room contains at its cen-

ter the principal complete pages of Jeremiah

and other sacred books. They are carefully

preserved, with precise atmospheric pressure

and controlled moisture, and if your Hebrew

is fresh, you may read them as though they

In addition to the university, several gov-
ernment buildings, and other recent monu-
ments, you will want to visit the new syna-
gogue at Hadassah Medical center. There,

the illustrious painter_Chagall - has -created-
"a set of the most exciting stained glass win-
dows to be found anywhere: Twelve windows,

each full of symbols of the Tribés of Israel.

ALTHOUGH MOST of the population of
Jerusalem (on the Israeli side) is Jewish,
there is a small but interesting Christian com-
munity too, At Notre-Dame-de-France, for ex.

le;-and:—other Catholic . chapels,. you will
have thé rare privilegeof atrending Masy

_NEVERTHELESS, in _ Jerusalem - Israel

chiildren.

In some of

ground-that- re - noxre. ur-
gently needed for other sub-
jects.

In state schools, frequent

transfers of teachers make it
difficult to plan a catechetical
program in advance.

Where teachers of Catholi-
cismn are not avallable, priests
and nuns have vluntecred to
go to these schools to teach
Catholicism. Thelr offers, how-
ever, have not heen accepled,
because, it is said, they might
“complications.””
It is feared, for instance, that
the admission of such wolun-
teers would lead to - similar re-|
quests from some other reli-
gions and that the stuation . .
would then become unmanage- -

lead to other

able.
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which includés fmany of Minne- ol e
sota’s-Summer -resorts and ski| DePL. Box 162, Old Chelsea
iareas, said here he is personal-
y sympathetic to the move to
permit Catholics to fulfill their| P- Pattern Number.
weekly Mass obligation op ei-| 1967 Needlecraft Catalog—200
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these schools,
there are no Catlolic (cachers
who could underake to teach
religion to Cathollc students. In
others, even though there are
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50, prineipals of these schools
e oe—flo._ mot release them om the|
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PILGRIMS walk through Ein Kerem, which tradition says is the birthplace
of St. Jéhn the Baptist. Mary journeyed here from Nazareth to visit her
cousin Elizabeth.

THIS IS THE SIXTH in o serims on"‘]hn Crescent of Christianity” written by the Rev.
(. ). McNaspy, $.J., associate edifor of AMIRICA. Photos below by the Rev. Eimo L.

Romagosa of the CLARION. (opywight, Fab, 1967, CLARION Herald.

JERUSALEM, like Berlin, is a divided city. An ugly wall and w
Avabic, and English remind visitors that Jerusalem is really now t
side and Israel on the other. At left is the reclining statue of the Virgin Mary in the crypt
of the Church of the Dormition, thought to be the spot where Mary fell asleep in the
Lord. At right is the Wailing Wall, all that remains of the Temple of Herod. Before the
division of Jerusalem devout Jews visited the site to bewail the Temple's destruction.

YHave Mercy” chanted to the ancient sacred |

} - are several other-mest-precins--Christian.and.

Jewish shrines. On Mount Slon you wvisit the
traditional Tomb of King David. Very near
this is the Church of the Dormition, a mod-
err, handsome structure -cared- for by Bene-
dictine monks (most of the other shrines are
served by Franciscans). Inside. all is peace
and tranquillity, and in the crypt is a tradi-
tional spot where Our Lady is said to have
died. (Another, probably more substantial
tradition, places her death in Ephesus.)

Here is a reclining statue of Mary, rep-
resented as in death awaiting her Assump-
tion. Dormition means '‘falling asleep,” and
this is the term used by Orthodox and Eastern
Catholics. Here, as elsewhrere throughout the
Holy Land, you will certainly want to recite
the appropriate mysteries of the Rosary —
Bethlehem. Nazareth, several places in Jeru-
salem.

Within easy walking distance is the tradi-
tional site of the Cenacle, where the Last Sup-
per was eaten and where the great mystery
of Pentecost took place. The present room
seems to go back to the 12th century, but the
general area is probably correct. You are
just across the boundary from the Church of
St. Peter in Gallicantu, though  the trip here
has been a long way around, through Mandel-
baum Gate.

wi Herusatem —you—will9:3) — not far from_Lod, Israel's great air- |

~want to visit several interesting new build-

ings. Noteworthy is the recently completed

“Shriné of the Book, a most imiprassive mod-

ern structure built to house the Dead Sea
Scrolls. From the outside, it may remind you
of a flying saucer or other space-age crea-
tions. You enter by a long, low corridor sug-

. gestive of the caves where the gcrolls were—

found.
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arning signs in Hebrew, .
wo cities, Jordan on one

words— “Adonai- rahem;—ha-Mashiah—rahejm” |

—and to hear Epistles and Gospels and hdéimily
announced in the prayer language used by
Our Lord Himself.

Indeed, one of the greatest surprises to
the pilgrim on his first visit to Israel is to

discover that this ancient tongue of the Oid
Testament is now fully aliye. Hebrew (not

Yiddish, which is a Germanic dialect written
imn Hebrew characters) has been completely
revived and is used in government, business,

ordinary conversation, newspapers, and

wherever living language is used. One senses
a wonderful continuity with the very first

pages of divine revelation.

Before you leave the Jerusalem area to
travel north toward Galisee. it will surely be
worth your while to pay & visit to Ein Kerem,
a picturesque village near the Holy City. This
is the traditional birthplace of John the Bap-
tist, and, accordingly, the spot of the Visita-
tion. Several churches dot the area, long
sacred in Christian tradition.

TURNING NORTH toward Galilee, you
pass within a few miles of the probable spot
of Emmaus (where Christ walked with the
disconsolate disciples, late on that first Easter
evening); past the home of Samson;~ near ‘the
spot where St. Peter curéd Aeneas_ (Acts

port; ‘up the famed Plain of Sharon, fertile
again as it was when David was a shepherd;
up past forbidding ~ Armageddon (described
as the spot of the final battle between the
forces of good and evil), into the Plain of
Esdraeion.

" Now you are in Galilee, where Qur Lord
spent most of His lifé on earth. But that is an-
other chapter in our pilgrimage. .

Pope Paul will be in
~Saturdav, May 13, to
spot where three s
saw a series of appa
Mary in 1917. First :

Only survivor of thie 1917
paritions is Sister Lucy,
a Carmelite nun. Other

‘thildren dled in an epid

soon after end of World




