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"By FATHER IVAR S.
McGRATH, S5.C.

L ’ the last 13 years on this Na-
— - < tionalist-held island

! near the Red Chinese mainland
is Franciscan Father - Bernard
M. Druetto, the island’s only
missionary, who Is as. lean, en-
ergetic and tough as ever.

His thin, ascetic face framed

in a halo of white hair and

- flowing white beard, he tire
-lessly covers the roads of the
60-square-mile island, often say-
ing two or three Masses in dif-
ferent places, visiting scattered
Catholics or tending the sick.

“thivig”that has nof changed in

“] have worked on and off
at the dugout ever since, and
now it winds for 130 yards,”

Quemoy ~—(NC)— The only Father Druetto told me yester-
‘day. “INow all my patients can

sheller in not too great dis-

fortress| comfort in case of shelling.

For Fother Druetto has built
a hospital near his church. He
calls it Mercy House and that's
what it is. He takes in the
incurables  and keeps them
there as long as they live or
until he can manage, as hey
sometimes does, a cure. Father
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Druetto pursued medical studies

efore coming to China over 30
years ago. He has combined
medical practice with his mis-

sionary “apostolate; “voth o1 the]”

China mainland, before he was
imprisoned and later expelled
by the communists, and on Que-
moy. There are 16 semi-perma-
nent patients at present in
Mercy House, Which The built
almost without assistance.
Today a second church stands
.on Quemoy. Father Druetto has
built a reinforced concrete

church on a street of Kinmen
city to take the wplace of the
rented rooms he used for years.

He has a dispensary there and!

plans a small hospital. As one
would exxpect, an entrance be-
hind the altar leads toan under-
ground shelter
“There are some 1 000 Catho-
lics amomyg the mxhtary here,
and abowat 400 civilian Catho-
lics,” Father Druetto said. -

-—-Act oure-departure-_fromithis
island, surrounded on three
sides by batteries of Red Chi-
nese gunss, Father Druetto drove
us to the airfield, no longer a
dirt ‘strtp but enlarged and
paved anad capable of serving
jets. The vehicle he used was a
Volkswaggen van he received
last year fromx the U.S, bishops’

Catholic _Relief Services.

Greece Towne Mall, which opened May 1 features
year 'round climate control for the comfort of area
shoppers. Sixteen of the proposed 45 stores in the
complex are now open. Greece Towne Mall, located
omn 30 acres on Ridge Rd. West near Long Pond

Four vxsltmg professors and
speakers for the President’s
Lecture Series were announced
for Colgate Rochéster Divinity
School thls week.

The professors will be Rev.

t INeville Clark who will lecture

in theology, John Priest, Old

e -[Testament—-scripture;—D-a-vid|

Jacobson, psychology of religion,
and Richard Heschke in chuirch
music.

The lecture series, intended
for women interested in deepen-
ing their religious knowledge,
will be held the Mondays of
October at 10 a.m. and include
in order: Haselden,

. The-Catholic——

| Divinity SchoolLists
[Faculty, Lecture Series

What's New in the Religious
World, Harmon R. Holcomb,
Theology and the Contemporary

Novel; “Cynthia Wedel Sex,
F‘amily and Society; Neville
‘[CYark, Theology, urrent or

Traditional; Dr. Gene E. Bart-
lett and Father Joseph Brennan,
Ecumenism, Where Are We.

Reservatlons at $3 may be
made with Mrs. David Allyn at

. |the Divinity School.
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\ He is welcomed everywhere

‘ with a wave and a smile from
civilians, with a salute and a
smile from soldiers,

Quemoy has changed and
progressed almost heyond rec-
———————ognition—during—the—past 13
years, and the operations of the
59-year-old priest from Mar-
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panded along with it.

When ] first visited Quemoy,
or Kinmen as it is called in
stamdard Chinese, in April,
1955, Father Druetto operated
out of a tiny, two-room rented
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fromm Formosa, was at that time
a barren, almost treeless mass
N =—ofrocky soil,-the roads-unpaved
- and the people ‘growing very
little in the rare cultivated
fields.

Of the total 32,000 civilian
population in 1954, about 27,000

- were on rellef,” Father Druetto
said. “Today that " has all
changed. The civillan popula-
tlon has now -passed the 56,000
mark and of .these, only some
— 3,000 need limited relief.”

Today Quemoy is a green is
‘ .- land. A large part of the 40
million trees planted—bamboo
acacia, casuarina, pine—are full
.grown and the more than 200
miles of paved roads that cris
) cross the island are treclined
[~ 77—~ and@ "shaded. Sweet ~potatoes;
corn, sorghum, peanuts, beans,
wheat, barley and vegetables are
extensively grown—the one mil
lion kilograms of wine or spirits
distilled from sorghum annually
is exchanged for rice. The un
derground fortifications and
miles of underground military

" roads that make Quemoy im- @ Disp.of 10
pregnable are hidden by green- Double-Edge

o - ®Disp.of N

Comfortable buses and nu- Injectors
merous taxis serve the people
for transportation. Hog and
-poultry breeding assures an
abundance of cheap meat for
o= e—epiyidiamrand ™ soldlors;and - the
L sea around Quemoy abounds|
in many varieties of fish. The
children are clean and healthy,
with more than 11,000 aitend-
ing 21 grade schools and 1,580
enrolled at 4 secondary schools,

In 1955, Father Druetto
traveled the island in a batlered
jeep, saying Mass in rented
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When I next visited Quemoy Sizes: 127,120,616, $1.10 resentatives of the Cathe
in February, 1058, there stood 620,116,135, 828 Chureh and the Afierican B

near the alrstrip a stone church,
hullt by Faiher Druetto almost
entirely with his own lhands.
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Forge, Pa., executive direc
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the rocky soil near his church,
As I chatted with him then
during a bombardment, he con-
tinued his digging of the wind-
Ing, five and a half feet high
tunnel,
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In the closed session, he
urged the directors to concen-
trate in their discussions on
other issues than birth control,
saying that any change in the
Chuarch’s position on the matter
is reserv,ed to Pope Paul VI. s . e ‘ —
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