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cut deep and made uncrossable 
from the very beginning. 

But this is not true in the 
forty years period which fol­
lowed 1517, numerous attempts 
were made tCLunifyJlULchurtlL 
While the Augsburg Diet of 
1530 officially rejected the Luth­
eran confessions an influential 
group of laymen and theolo­
gians met unofficially under 
the leadership of John Eck. and 
Philip Melanchthon to seek 
unity. T h e s e conferences 
brought the differences on such 
matters as the eucharist, con­
fession of sin, sins, the episco­
pate, and marriage of the clergy 
to possible resolution, but Luth 
e r rejected them as impossible 
unless "The Pope will simply 
abolish the papacy." 

into-beingrtfaeseTilmrches tend­
e d to develop their own "style 
of life" and to think of all devi­
ance as error. Furthermore with 
the beginning of the 17th cen­
tury conflicts arose Between 
those who wanted a free church 
and the established churches. 

The Divisions Harden 

Movements of religious awak 
ening such as pietism and the 
evangelical revivals of "Wesley 
and Whitfield tended to further 
divide the church for when 
these religious m o v e m e n t s 
seemingly could no t be contain 
ed w i t h i n t h e established 
c h u r c h e s religious socie­
ties grew up whichi in turn tend 
ed to take on chisrchly charac 
teristics. T h i s fragmentation 
process has tended to continue 
and in spite of t h e ecumenical 
movement will in all probabil­
ity in the years ahead give birth 

^Vto religious bodies who have 
|~aiscQKered__̂ ome new or neg 

lected reTigloTIS^trruthIi_orJ^ex 
perience." 

Other occasions for reconcili­
ation came with the imperial 
diets at Hagenau (June 1540),. . 

. JKorms- XJstovember 1 MQ^andl-, - g i % J J l g ^ _ S g | ^ - i ^ ^ U ^ s | Ratisbon (April to July 1541) 
Out of this meeting came the 
Ratisbon Book which contained 
twenty-three articles on -which 
tentative agreement had been 
reached. The Pope on the one 
hand and Luther on the other 
again could not, however, come 
to^lhe- point of-comaHon dtisclis-lnpon American soil. Thus did 
sion. fn°l o n ' y Lutherans come but 

Norwegian, Swedish, Danish 
and a hand-f ul of German varie-Personal animosity.wasb com-

—pounded—fay. the indepenriencafcies-of..Lutherans.—eaeh -to estab-
of the Lutheran princes from 
the emperor. I t was hoped by 
many Protestants and Catholics 
that in the spirit of Ratisbon a 
general council would be called 
to take up the issues of the 
Reformation, but when the coun­
cil finally met at Trent i t was 
strictly a Eoman Catholic "ecu­
menical" council. The result 
was to uphold papal supremacy 
and to pronounce anathemas on 
those who held to Protestant 
doctrine 

The immediate reaction of the 
Protestants to the Council of 
Trent was dbctrThaT and struc­
tural hardening. The fluidity 
with which had existed in early-
decades of the Reformation was 

from Europe to America all of 
the fragments of European 
Christianity were transplanted 
to American soil. The more than 
250 varieties of church "life in 
America can largely be traced 
to immigrants wrio came from 
all over the world t o settle 

union of t̂he Presbyterian arid 
Congregational "parties" and he 
developed a combined Presby­
terian-Congregational polity for 
his Indian congregations. 

Eliot advocated cooperative 
missionary work on the part of 
the churches not only among 
Indians but in "heathen" lands 
and in "professing nations 
where there is darkness." He 
also urged that missionaries 
under cooperative sponsorship 
be sent out to the frontier com­
munities and that in such fron­
tier areas w h e r e churches 
emerge they be brought "into 
the "communions of councils." 
Eliot's union plan provided for 
four orders of such councils: 
district (monthly councils), pro­
vincial (quarterly councils), na­
tional (yearly councils) and at 
the top an "oecumenical coun­
cil." 

Such a council would be lo­
cated in Jerusalem and would 
6e—M-p-us_eii f a t i v e of 
all churches. It~wOuld-makeuse 
| of the Hebrew language^ts-pw-
ticular duties Eliot did not 
sketch oiff but as far as the 
lesser councils were concerned 
they were to deal with those 
matters which create contro­
versy, root out heresy, destroy 
schism, order feasts and fasts 
and promulgate "the great wheel 
of TJubltck prayer." 

• \^* sylvania (Congregation of God in I denominational societies dealing 
the Spirit'' was founded. From|with almost every social issue. 
1742-48 a series of Pennsylvania 
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Synods were held, attended by 
Lutherans, Reformed, Presby­
terians, Episcopalians, Quakers, 

|—Mennonites, -B r e th r en, Sab­
batarians, Inspired Individual 
Separatists. While these meet­
ings were largely for the de 
velopment of personal religious 
life, they also urged practical 
work in mission, the interchange 
of ministers, the publication of 
devotional literature,-antHnter 
comnjunion. The synods as struc­
tural "entities did not last, 
for denominational differences 
came to the fore as members 
met each other and began to 
argue their specific points. But 
the ecumenical spirit not only 
of Zinzendorf but of Edwards, 
Mather and Eliot became im­
planted in American soil and 
took root ft a host of common 
endeavors.$ union, movements 
and councils in the succeeding 
decades. 

The chief manifestations of 
ecumenicity in the first half of 
the 19th century was the estab 
lishment of interdenominational 
societies to meet specific needs 
This largely grew from the Sec-

Still Only Individuals 

"While the societies were very 
important, not only in.the .work] 
which they did but in terms 
of setting firmly into American! 
Protestantism the movement 
which later came to be known 
as Life and Work they had 
their, serious limitations. They 
tended to be composed primar­
ily of individuals and second^ 

lish i ts own church in America 
The" same was true of the" Re­
formed tradition and the Bap­
tists and the Orthodox. 

Yet parallel to the increasing 
proliferation of American Prot­
estantism the ecumenical move­
ment began to grow and de­
velop. This stbod as a judgment 
upon a divided Clirlstendom de­
claring unequivocally that the" 
Church of Christ Is one, that 
that church must find means of 
expressing that unity In the 
world of man. 

The ea r l i e s t "ecumenist' 
among American Protestants 
was John Eliot (1804^90), the|woJ.]£ 

I famed missionary to the In-

The., second important name 
of the ecumenical pioneers of 
[earl v- America -4s-t hat-of-Cotton-
Mather (1663-1728). W h i l e 
Mather -has- been- -tarred and 
feathered for his witch hunting 
activities he was noted for many 
other things and among those 
was his promotion of ecumeni­
cal interests. He strongly com­
mended John Eliot's proposal to 
unite Presbyterians and Con-
gregationalists and he advocat­
ed the formation of inter-de­
nominational and international 
missionary societies to bring 
about "the noble design of 
evangelizing the world." He set 
as his primary aim the union 
of all Christian churches, ex­
cept the Roman church, in 
America and throughout the 

~L^&aM€^ - -

arily of - denominations. While] 
this involved a great many lay­
men in their work they were 
not directly . related to very 
many American denominations 
as such. 

"What they did do was to show 
that Christians and to a limited 
extent denominations could join 
together in common effort in 
proclaiming the Gospel and 
meeting the issues of society. 

A complete account of the 
story of Protestant ecumenicity 
would mean detailing the story 
of the Disciples of Christ, the 
union proposals of S a m u e l 
Schmucker 1799-1873, Phillip 
Schaff 1819-93, John Nevin 1803-

.. . . 86, Thomas Vail 1812-89, Wll-
snd—A-wakening, +he revival |4tam Muhlenberg 1796-1877, 
movement which brought great 

-numbers of peaple__jnto the 
churches and created a strong Ty unity. And each presented! 
desire to share the gospel with 
.others. 

Such organizations as the 
American Board of Commission­
ers for Foreign Missions (1810), 
the American Home Missionary 
Society (1826), the American 
Education Society (1815). the 

S v n i b o j Of _flL SlflUIICh FOIlh £mGriGan-BP>k Socie-ty XlM6)4iJnlty^.Jn...thisj;^u^3£jb^.pj^ 
„ ,. , , . . . . w * ..... , . . , n e American Sunday School 
Religious faith has been, traditionally strong in - Union i 1824) and the American 
America's villages and rural areas. I t is the city 
that is "secular." Symbolic of this is the Methodist 
Church which stands atop t h e hill in Phelps. 

Each in his own way made a 
plea for a deeper, more church-

concrete pro p o s a 1 s for the 
achievement of such unity. 

The most active Episcopalian 
in the cause of Christian unity 
in the 19th Century was Wit 
Ijam R.Huntington (1838-lDtR). 
In 1870 he p u b l i s h e d the 
Church Idea—an Essay, toward 

Tract Society (1825) sought 
through specific m e a n s to 
evangelize America and the 
world. 

emerged as the third of the argued in utilizing 
ereat advocates of ecumenical texts from The Song of Songs, 
Christianity. Edwards a l o n g 
with George-Whitfield, the Eng­
lish evangelist who came to 
America, were great forces in 
the revival movement. In these 
movements the various denomi­
nations united to preach the 
Gospel. 

gone. National churches camedians. He appealed for the re 

In connection with the revival 
Edwards urged the uniting of 
all Christian peoples in common 

Jonathan Edwards (1703-58)'prayer meetings. He further 

the Psalms, and Ephcsians that 
since the church "in all her 
members, however dispersed, Is 
thus one holy society, one city, 
one family, one body", it Is ex­
pedient and desirable "that this 
union should be manifested, and 
become visible." 

"In 1741 the famed pietist; 
Zinzendorf Count Zinzendorf came from 

Germany to Pennsylvania. Un­
der his inspiration "the Penn-

biblical i Not only did the Second 
Awakening result in renewed 
interest in missions but also 
sought to deal with issues of 
American morality. Thus there 
came into being under ecUmen 
ical Protestant auspices the 
American Society for the Pro 
motion of Temperance (1826), 
the "American Peace Society 
(1828) and the American Anti-
Slavery Society (1833). While 
these were the prominent ones 
there were scores of other non-

claimed his own church, the 
P ro t e s t a nt Episcopal, as 
a' "church of reconciliation" and 
he invited all other Christian 
groups to join it to form the 
"Catholic Church of America." 
As a basis of unity he listed 
four points: (1) the Holy Scrip­
tures as the Word of God; (2) 
the primitive creeds as the rule 
of faith: (3) the two sacraments 
as ordained bv Christ himself: 
and (4) The Historic Episcopate 
as the keystone of governmen­
tal unity. 

. In 1898 in a book "A Na­
tional nujrchMluntington sub­
stantially modirlecT~liIs~ciarller 
proposal. He gave up the idea 
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Vice President 
PETER CONSOL has been ap­
pointed a vice president of 
_?epsi -jCola Rochester Bot­
tlers, Inc., according to an 
announcement by Frank G. 
Staropoll, president. Consol 

-has—4>een—with—Pepsi-Col* -
since January, 1956 and has 
been Sales Manager, of the 
company for the past seven 
years. In announcing the ap­
pointment. Staroppli indicat­
ed that Consol would continue 
to administer the sales and 
promotional aspects of the 
company's operations. S a i d 
Staropoll: 'The rapid growth 
of our business in the past 
few years has Increased the 
e x e c u t i v e responsibil­
ities within our organization. 
Mr. Consol's appointment will 
strengthen our management 
team and enable us to build 

-properly-for-the-future^-Con-
sol and his wife Anne reside 
at 106 Bedford Road in Roch­
ester. 
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