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= ~give~to thelr childrenand it

33 Years ¢

Millis, Mass. — (RNS) — Father Georges Dominic
Moreau, O.P., who for 33 years was a missionary
im the Congo and escaped a massacre of his co-
j workers there, celebrated his 50th afiniverxsary-as
————g-priest-at-a ]

ican Sisters of Bethany, Millis;, Mass,, where h¢ now
serves as chaplain. A native of Belgium,
Moreau was ordained in 1917 by

- f,_msephiamwmm%___ﬁs missiomary
. riest solicited funds in the

career the Dominican

US. for the construction

Seminary in Nicaragua The seminary’s almmni in.
clude Bishop James Bali of Buta and some 40 other

Congolese priests.
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THE CHURCH: Sign Aof; the Times

 religions_are_holy? By nos means.
Why, then, this position? Re|vate preserve

By REV. ALEERT SHAMON |
St. Patrick’s, Victox

(Twelfth in a Series)

1t is significant that th-e Coun-
cil Fathers put the-chagpter on
religious after the chapter on
the call to holiness. Why? Did
they intend this to mean only

call that the-holiness of the
Church involves two thimgs: sep-
aration from the world of the
profane and transferral to the
world of the holy, namely, God’s
world. Recall, too tlmat the
Church is to be the sign of
God's presence in this world —
the sign that, like God, she is
other-worldly. - -

Celibacy Decree

Missionery

jortrrrg

¢ convent of the Domin-

ather
the famed Desire

|document reaffirming the tra

Vatican City—(NC)—Without
affirming or denying that a
papal document on cel3bacy is
in preparation, competent Vat
ican sources said it was “un-
likely”’ that any such document
would be published in the near
future.

The statement refexred to
"Bublished rumors that “a major

ditional prohibition in the dis-
cipline of the Western Church
against married clergy was
“imminent.”
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T he religious state is objec
tively greater than the lay state,
but mt because it is a holier
state. Holiness is not the pri|

of-religious-Sonre
of the Church’s greatest saints
were lay persons. St. Thomas
probably never
hawve become a saint in the re
ligious state. In fact he delib
erately avoidled this state be
cauase he felt he could be a good
lay person whereas he had seri
ous. misgivings about being a
good religious. “Better to be a
goaad lay person,” mused Thom:
“than a bad religious.” ~

Religious life is possible with.
out hecoming a religious. For
. - . C*hi'i;!it{n”rgve C_@@_,.er_lpfrgzn@,t_e
t f:’m it—ts-humman, transforming

No*/l,m—mlnen the siraw of human activity,
Rummpelstiltskinlike, .
gold that purchases kingdom
corme. A cup of cold water given
in Christ’s name shall have its
— regardless whether
the giver isa religious or a lay
perxson

Nor is the religious a loftier
state bedause it is the more dif-
ifi(:mlt state. A1l that is difficult
]
duffer finds golf more diff icult|
than the professiognal; yet the
“pro" plays the better game.

not necessarily

WNor

into

virtue,

is the religious state
superior because it makes omne

the

The

eschatological

b rates
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~ ~The Religio Fate

- The Religious_Stdte
~ The Refigious_State

HEOW CAN - she show fhis
eschatllogical characteristic in
the daly lives of her members.
The mswer is by the religious

state—the life of a priest, monk,
brother or nun,

It is because the
state.better signifies. the nature]
of-the Church. The Church is
thee sign of God's presence in
thke world; -yet her destiny is
beyond this world. She is by na-
ture eschatologicat, and hence
essentially a pilg‘Yim Church.
The lay state cannot fully sig-
nify this. For the laity is inex-
tricably involved in the world.
A1l the lay staté can signify is
thaat the supernatural is not un-
natural, that grace is compati-
ble with living in the world: ItTligious state by giving its mem-
shaows God so loves the world
tlaat one does not-hawe to leave
it_to serve Him,

of St. Albert the Great

Priests for Tomorrow . _
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The sources said-the Congre-

petent curial body in matters
of clerical discipline, had as
of that date *“received no or-
ders” to prepare such a docu-
ment.

Y

gation of the Council, the com-ja

50

is

rgnouncement

freer to serve God. Vows are
like death
Death is not a surrender of life
thit one can work better
death is the night in which no
man can work. Christian dcath
a sarrender of life so that

1 commend my
“Lord, remember

into

me

v

when thou comest into thy king-
dom.” So too the vows: they are
ara emptying, a surrendering ofi
daily life to- God, 'so that He
might save - They point to the
coméng saving action of Christ.

THEN WHY is the religious
state greater than the lay?

But how can the true nature
of the Church be shown? Its
nature? That it
is a Church waiting for the sec-
'oxid coming of Christ? That it
is not of this world? That we
have not here a lasting city but
look for one that is to come?
She shows this side of hersetk|
by her sacramental
tism proclaims.that_divine. life
comes from God, not nien “who
w7ere born not of blood . . . but
of God.” The Eucharist cele-
the death of the Lord
“antil he comes.”

life.

But how can the Church show
wrhat she truly is outside the
maoments of N
fuiictionis? How can she show
h er eschatological nature in the
daily life of her members? Only
by some of her members leav-
ing the world and entering a
stable way of living for a life
b-eyond this world. The lay state
is truly Christian,
though the layman may be liv-
img for -God, his daily life does
not necessarily show this. Only

But

o e e o

religious

Bap-

even

when the layman steps out into
the sacramental life of the
Church does the super-natural
aspect- of- his activity become

Christian. The religious state is
a public proclamation that daily
life is being lived for a life be-
yond this life.

It is this rstgnlﬁcafion that
gives the religious state its
superiority.

Thus the Vatican Council Fa-
thers wrote: *“This consecration
gains in perfection since by vir-
tue of firmer and steadier bonds
it serves as a beiter symbol of
the unbreakable link between

visible. The religious state, on|.
dthe contrary, is manifestly|

blessing children (the Teaching
Orders), doing good to all, and
always obeying the will of the
Father who sent Him™ (#46).

Because of the nature of the
'religious life, because it is a re-
nouncement of marriage (the
vow of chastily), of property
(the vow of poverty), and of
self-determination (the vow of
obedience), and a withdrawal
from the world, two attacks
have been léveled " against the
religious state. Some charge that
it. stunts personality growth,
Othéfs claim that it estranges
men from their brothers in the
world. So credible do these al.
legations appear that the Coun.
cil.Fathers_felt it necessary to

,g_' '
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ple, it passes you by, no matter
‘how 1
waiting for it. When man is fill-
ed up with himself, he has no

of the religious vows is to
empty one of self and thus open
him up to others = especially
t0’God. L

-0

‘No one could tell me' where
my Soul might be. I searched
for God, but God eluded me. I
sought my Brother out, and
found all three.” (Crosby, “The
Search’) -

time .for anyone-else.. The-spirit’

ong you may_ have beem - - -
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Christ “and His spouse, the
Church . . . . The profession of
the -evangelical counsels, then,
appears as a sign which can
and ought to attract all the
members of the Church to an
effective and prompt fulfillment
of the duties of their Christian
vocation. The People of God has
no lasting city here below, but
looks forward to one which is
to come, This being so, the re-

bers great e r freelom from

earthly cares mo ately|
manifests to all bélievers the

ready possessed here below . ..
It foretells the resurrected
state and the glory of the
heavenly kingdom” (#44),

The religious state is a sign
in the Church.

It is a sign that the world can-
not be transformed and offer-
ed to -God without the spirit ol

preserice of -heavenly goods al-|

answer them.

Religious life does not stunt
personality growth. For a per
'son is one who can relate to
others. A man's greatness is
measured by his capacity for
communion with others. God is
a community of Persons, and He
has c¢réated man to his~image.
Religious life is community life;
hence a series of relationships.
“Only “the saint is the totally
fufilled man for, set free from
the bondage of self, he is able
to welcome into his life both
his God and his brother”
(Michiel-Quoist, The Meaning_of
Success, p. 26).

When a bus is filled with peo-

Nor does religious life estrange
men from their brothers in the
world. Religious life unites to
others ra}lher than separates.
For religious life is geared to
enkindle the flame of divine
love in the heart of the religi-

not a blotter that sops up. Love
is dynamic, energetic, outgoing

to work for the world and to

ous. And love is not idle. It is

— where it exists it does great
things, It fires the religious

pray for it. “Those who pray do

Apostolate, p. 36).

more for the world than those
who fight; and if the world goes
from bad to worse, it is because
there -are -meore battles than
prayer.” (Chautard, Soul of the

Ry

the beatitades  (#371) ="~

It is a sign that the Holy
Spirit is at work. For religious
life is a life of community love
and where there is love, there
God abides.

—Ft-is-a-sign-of-Christ. "Through
them,* wrote the C oumncil,
“Christ should be_ shown con-

(the Contemplative Orders), an-
nouncing God's kingdom to the
multitude (the Missionary Or-
ders), healing the sick and the

turning sinners to wholesome
fruit (the Orders dedicated to
giving missions and retreats),

bishop Celestine J. Damiano,
bishop of Camden, has put the

of their own assignmaents as

Just as parents of every age trying to form in youth a ma-
(tare Christlam consclence, Con-

lem of how much freedom to

what relative stage of their de-
velopment, so the seminaries
must niake the same decisions
relative to aspirants- to the
priesthood. Recently seminaries
have given substantially more
freedom to students than fr the
pajt. A \ ¢

Ass a result many people -have
become very disturbed and won-
der what will become of semin-
ary training as well as of the
young mert theniselVes T —dife’
were to make judgment on the
basis of “headlines which pro-
claim the irrational behavior of
some “free” young people, the
disturbance is easy to under
stamd. But what about all those
who have used their freedom
wisely?

The advantages of freedom at
the earliest possible stage of
Iite are fairly obvious, Feedom
to make rational choices is the
prinncipal mark of humammess.
We are human precisely iiz pro-
portion as we choose the right
cozrses of action. It follows that
the earlier this is possible fora
human heing the better. Then
too, each individual has a cer-
taim potential, greater or— less,
for initiatlve and creativity.
Without freedem these cannot
dewelop, and as a matter of fact,
ternd to atrophy.

En the past, personal fice-
doms have been restricted dras-
tically in seminaries for sewveral
reasons. The first is the obvi-
ous one that if a person is re-
stricted the chances of his
doing wrong or going wrong are
drastically reduced. It is only a
guess, but I suspect that a fol-
low-up on: this was the supposi-
tion that <if a person did the
right thing-for-a—long -emough
period of time, even though he
was not choosing with freedom,
that once he was made free he
would remain good.

The second reason wasa much
more valid one. All human
beings labor under the effects
of originzal ‘sin, and restriction
of freedom was a way to curb
seffwill -and submerge xebel-
lious animal instincts. Certain
1y there was some_substantial
validity to this position. But the
question immediately comes to
mind — would not the advan-
tagzes of such restriction be out-
weighed by the advantages of a
carefully cultivated freedom?

Today we think the answer
very definitely is “Yes”

The proper exercise of free
dom, the freedom of the sons of
~ God, is the cholce of God’s will,
freely made, out of love-for him
{there is no true love without
true freedom), There are three
requirements for the proper ex-
ercise; an informed. conscience,
a disciplined nature, and moti- |
vation, : .

o

-~ —home;-school-an

“For the CHFistian; the—tatter;
must be supplied by faith, aliv-
ing dynamite faith'jn Jesus
Christ. From him comes Jnin’s
hope for a full life with the
vision of immortality, In him is
lowe which Paul says we must
make the root and foundation
of our lives.

“The informed conscience can
come only from years of learn-
ing from many sources, experi-
ence included, so that one

By FATHER LOULS ). HOHMAN
Diocesan Director of Vocations

sidering the anultituade of doubts

t hese days, it is positivly
frightening. But without a ma-
ture conscierace there Is no tie
Freedom, sa the acquisition is
wrorth the prrice,
,The third prerequisite foxr
fyeedom isa disciplined nature.
Where the passions and appe-
tites are not unader contro},
thers is only slivery to animal
rrature. Only a person capable
of rising abowe the instincts, the
Sdven sources of sin, can tuly
make his owm choices.

what state in this threefold
training process can freedom be
reasonably given? “To wait unt®l
the younb mean has reached his
midiwenties we think to be no
solution at all. Ratherit is some-
what like oux present efforts to
reach the moon Our knowlelge
of the moora and how to pet
there is carefully explored in a
series of trials which accoma-
pany the tBeoret¥cal research
and supplemaent it. From tine
to time we anust test the rcla-
tive strengta of our progrims
and findings, so that when the
final effort @s made we will be
as certain as possible of success.

We think that the same ap-
proach may be used validly in
the training of future priests.
Instruction and gaidance in the

daily basis, €hrough the Liturgy

groups and personaal. The sime
means are used to develop am=a-
ture Christian corascience, with

struction. In the meantirne, seri-
aus daily meditstion Is rarged in
season and out of season. Self-
control is inmculcated especilly

'through the warefad performancet

of daily duty, both academic annd
Spiritaal. i

in a spirit of self-forgetfulness.

Tacle.

In the mmeantime,

The studenats are, of course

ever a sense of

proving their right to freedo
by 2 mature use of it.

eventually comes to make rela-
tiwely objective practical judg-
ments as to what is and is not
- the will of God. Educators in

thelr work cut ouf for them in

d--Church__have § That _in itse

‘caston the objective moral lgvw | ETaternal “priestly = cooperation

The problem then arises — at}

£aith is given intensely on a
Chomily) and conferences, hothi

more emphasis ora personal in-}

This is foxtifled by a constamt
urging of genecrous service to
others in the community aad
warious apostolic works, alvays

Most important of all in the
over-all picture is the daily con-
tact with thae Eocharist Christ,
in communion ind in the tsher-

a lirge
measure of freedom is given to
the students. Ther-e are no bells,
L few house rrules, and wide free-
<dom of mowement in free time-

being obserwed in their attitudes
and use of freedom, and when-
responsibility
seems lacking, the indiwvidual is
instructed and admonished. On
1 daily basis the students are

We hacé found that the st\i-
dents, with few exceptions (amd
- these—are-not-long-for—the semm-{-

well—as—pastora

Camden, N.J.—(NC)y— Arch-f

issue squarely up to his priestsg.
—seeking their frank opinionsf§~

° L o God mighg save “Father,
Priests Decide |y e 1
Own Places

Everyone

Is Welcome . . . Legion of Mary Acies

templating on the mduntainj

maimed (the Nursing Orders),{|

too, to honor
mothers-in-law

FI!lfhﬂlllllllﬂ"llllllm“i“m?( o

i

choice,

For devotional
for mother, there is no finer place than Trant's.

The beautiful month of May is
s fitting time for dedication to
Mary our heavenly mother .. .
"and & time of renewing, as the
world 4s renewed, of devofions

$o ask her guidance through life. An ideal time

our mothers, grandmothers and
on Mother's Day, May 4.

needs for Mary and gift ideas

A religious arficle expresiss your [6ve and af-
fection. Stop in saon, our friendly perionne! will
_be glad to- amisst- you -in_making tha right

-

—for

diocese.

To the mwore than 300 dioc
esan clergy, the archbishop sent
a questionnaire seeking the in-
formation. He told the priests
their replies would be held in
confidence, and asked for can-
did answers and the '=spirit of

and coordination.”

“Out of the project, 2he arch
bishop siid, he hopes: to estab
Hsh & diccesan-personeael bogrd
and varous assignmaents
Ppriests. o

of
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- All huxliiary Member -
Are the Honored Guests
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ST. MARY'S CHURCH

Elmira, VN_o'v_v‘ 'Ygrk_v

Sunday, April 30, 4 P.M.

REV. ALBERT J. SHAMON . __ __

— Gua Spasker i
Refreshments and Social Will Follow _

MADONNA STATUARY

TA wonderful selection of statues of Mary
devotional
wood, ceramics In & price range that I

‘mspiration. Alabaster,

.THE PRAYER

cording to the
= | . _from_scriptural
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BOOK you've asked for: _

3373

“PRAYERS for the People of God"
A new, complete PRAYER BOOK ac-

norms of Vatican |f—
and liturgical sources.

96 CLINTON AVE. N.
115 FRANKLIN ST,

] Thund‘iy Ty PM
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