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"Life will never be comfort 
able for very long. We will 
never 'have it made" as long 

jas we are real Christians," Fa
ther P. David Finks stated last 
Sunday evening to a capacity 
crowd at Si Cecilia's Church 
Hall, Elmira. 

Father Finks, recently ap
pointed Vicar for Urban Min
istry in the Diocese, was the 
final speaker in the current lec
tureL^ries^BpnsorM_ljyiatlt 
ef Leo McMannus, pastor of St. 
Cecilia's. 

The biblical idea of judgment, 
and the historical evidence that 

.civilizations bring judgments on 
themselves, were both cited by 
Father Finks in emphasizing 
pur social sin as a white, mid
dle class church with no real 
theology of poverty. 

"The Christian church must be 
the church of the poor," he said, 
and pointed out that we have 
not faced the fact that the "new 
poor" are not supported by our 
church, with its agencies estab
lished in the past for dealing 
with the poor immigrant groups. 
"What do you do with Catholic 
Charities when the new poor . 

-eathottcsT'-he chal-l"? 
lenged. 

Reminding the audience that 
the national mood has cooled 
toward civil rights, and that 
the upper and middle classes 
have always resented the dis
turbing of the status quo (be
cause their needs are satisfied), 
he quoted the British economist 
Barbara Ward from her book 
Rich Nations and Poor Nations: 
"The affluent are ready to re
sist change with all the force 
at their command . . ." 

We must live up to the spirit 
we profess, Father Finks re
peated. Poverty in the midst of 
affluence is a moral wrong, and 
we must heed Pope Paul's warn
ing in his latest encyclical 
stressing the obligation of the 
nations that "have" to the 
•have nots.*r 

In the past we have met lm 
mediate needs of the poor-with
out changing their situation. 
Bat this "angels of mercy" role 
fs-no longer sofficlentrwe^need 

^«n^awakeninff=of==soclil==justlce^ 

and the Church must support 
organizations for social change. 

This means listenintg to &od"s 
voice in the signs of the times, 
even when it i s disturbing. It 
means accepting the idea of 
conflict as a part o»f any de
veloping community of men. 
Tensions are necessaary for cre
ative growth; Father ^inks said. 
The challenge is to prrovide cre
ative outlets for these tensions, 
or destructive outlets will be 
found-and-then-violeraceiviH he 
inevitable. 

Father Finks described the 
role of FIGHT, the grass-roots 
organization of Negroes in 
Rochester founded by Saul Alin-
sky two years ago a t the re
quest of the National Council of 
Churches. FIGHT provides the 
Negro ghetto with leaders and 
bargaining power, bo-th vital in 
the struggle for eqtaal oppor
tunity. This community organi
zation of the poor attracted lit
tle attention from the white 
citizens when it was working 
for better garbage collection or 
better treatment by -slum land
lords within the ghetto, he 
pointed out, but as soon as it 
extended into the area of job 

'earing—in private industries, 
opposition became vo«al. 

"We say we want tfae Negroes 
to 'pull themselves *ip by the 
bootstraps*—but we -mean only 
one at a time," he stated. We 
say~tlKrtrthey nteedtcrliBTPaotl-
vated; FIGHT leadens promise 
to do this, if the companies will 
provide the job training for the 
hard core unemployed, but 
doors are being closesd in their 
faces. 

WHAT CAN WE do? Father 
Finks suggested soiute positive 
points which should r*e followed 
in a true Christian spirit: 

• Integrate the Church into 
the poor community, not the 
poor community into the 
Church; the poor have heard 
proselytizing, but ne-ed to see 
.tha_GospfiL "lived." 

-•-lActively-support -any viable 
community effort for social 
change. "There is no» place for 
neutrals, anymore," tte said. 

glisten-to-the ne=w leaders, 

cause of the way they dress or 
speak. The harsh word has of
ten been the word of God. It's 
trie process of social change 
that is important, and that is 
their message 

• Stop trembling at the words 
"Black Power" as a symbol of 
violence* HereHbŷ way—of—ifc-
lixstration, Father quoted Min
ister Franklin D. B. Florence, 
president of FIGHT, who Ht 
marked that the Negroes in 
Araeriea-are^U-for-the^Knlti 
States as a melting pot,-but 
"You haven't let us in the pot 
yet" 

• Carefully study the Pope's 
latest encyclical 'The Develop
ment of Peoples," in which he 
urges speed in remedying the 
imbalance between the world's 
rich and poor. ' 

• Support private industry in 
developing a social conscience. 
Father Finks here' praised 
Xerox officials Joseph Wilson 
and Sol Linowitz as pioneers 
in this regard. 

• Read basic literature to be-
c o m e more knowledgeable; 
"Crisis in Black and White" by 
Si1hftrman,-^Autobiography of 
WEalcolm X", "New Creation as 
Metropolis" by Winter and 
"Rich Nations and Poor Na
tions" by Barbara Ward. 

In the question Deriod fol-
lorwJtog_J^JtecJtore^JEMier_ 
veloped further the need of 
educating our Catholic priests, 
religious and lay people to sup
port social change: "So far the 
support has been largely nega
tive," he said. 

He also mentioned Bishop 
Sheen's directive not to dupli
cate anything already b e i n g 
done by another group, but to 
work ecumenically whenever 
possible. 

"What is it going to cost?" 
"Where is Christ?" These are 
questions we must answer for 
ourselves, Father Finks referred 
tor St. Paul's Epistle to thePhifip-
plans; "For you have been 
given the favor on Christ's be
half — not only "To believe in 
him but also to suffer for him, 
while engaged in the same 
struggle-in whieh you-have seen 

heard-of met" ibd^entas îî ttTfî arufcjojfejbiayR 

Bishop Sheen's letter read in 
parish churches last week on 
the present shortage of religious 
vocations awakened Catholics of 
the Rochester. Diocese to a prob
lem that is growing more acute 
each year. 

, Reaction to his letter' was, 
in the quick check we were able 
to make, a conviction that 

"something needs to be done" 
and all agreed that consistent 
prayer is a major step to a 
remedy. 

Very Rev. Joseph P. Brennan, 
rector of St. Bernard's Semin
ary, gave the sermon at Sacred 
H e a r t Cathedral, explaining 
from his first-hand experience 
with the vocation problem. 

"Our Lord has watched oyer 
the Church in the pa|t as a 
shepherd," F a t h e r Brennan 
said, "and He continues to ful
fill this shepherd role at pres
ent through the Gospels and 
the Eucharist. 

"Every generation faces new 
p r o b l e m s , new challenges. 

"This is why we need in the 
Church priests wh 
wTtiTlay people, understand lay 
people and share with lay peo
ple 

"Our priests must be men of 
faith," Father Brennan con
tinued, "men.to whom God is 
a reality, in whose lives God is 
present, living — men whxrcan 
live without security, without 
parents, without a wife, but not 
without God. 

'The Word of My 
Six folk singing Mercy Sisters from Elmira schools are shown rehearsing 
lor "The -Word-of-My City/'a-productioi-r^ep4cting-the^row4h of-Americ«-
in music and drama. The 130-member cast of Sisters will be seen tonight 
(April 14) in Mercy High School auditorium at 8:30 p.m. Performances are 
also scheduled for April 15 at 8:30 p.m. and April 16 at 3 p^nt All seats are 

--reserved, call 482-5442. 

Priests ..must help the faithful 
find answers to today's prob
lems. These are the problems 
of change, even bewilderment 
The Church is not in a vacuum, 
sealed off from the world. Every 
generation has to hear the Gos
pel in a relevant way—through 
priests who understand change, 
priests who are not resentful 
but who understand what is 
good in the old, good in the 
new." 

Father Brennan told the 
Cathedral congregation, "Our 
(St. Bernard's) Seminary points 
to a pattern in the priesthood 
of great variety, to be moved 
by the Holy Spirit, to bring the 
Gospel to people where they 
are, Mere buildings are not the 
church. You are the Church! 
Each has a share. The Church 
is everything the Holy Spirit 
inspires you to do as Chris
tians. 

_^SfeJain_Qur_JE5ishop_in_ 
day's prayer that the Good 
Shepherd will raise up in this 
Diocese men who will know 
and love the flock, His Church," 
Father Brennan concluded. 

Father John S. Hayes, Cathe
dral rector, said he has inau-

Cathedral of inviting priests to 
preach there on special occa: 

sions who are specially associ
ated with the topic of the ser
mon. 

WofiierTTT 
Convention 
In May 

Affiliations of the Rochester 
Diocesan Council, N a t i o n a l 
Council of Catholic Women, 
have received letters this week, 
calling their members to meet 
in convention Monday, May 22, 
and-Tuesdayf May 23,,at Yince's 
50 Acres, 7500 West Henrietta 
Road. 

Chairman of the two-day con
vention is Mrs. Theodore Stroh-
meyer, and honorary chairman 
is Mrs. Ronald Gledhill, presi
dent of the Rochester Diocesan 
Council of Catholic Women. 

Theme of the convention_is-
"The Challenge of Change in 
Women's Widening World." 
Convention committeesT under 
the direction of Mrs. Stroh-
meyer and Mrs. Gledhill, are 
planning workshops on family 

™5ffHfer«eflmTttrnity^etionriind--per---
sonal formation in the new at
mosphere of "ecumenism and 
Vatican II." 

Tickets for the convention 
are available through affiliated 
organizations of the Council of 
Catholic-Womcn -̂T4ekets are $4 
for the 8 p.m. supper meeting 
Monday, May 22, and $3 for the 
workshop program and lunch
eon Tuesday, May 23. Reserva-

to=Uion-and-tie-ketchaipian is-MrSr-
Martin Conheady, 470 Genesee 
Park Boulevard. 

Forty Hours 
Devotions of the Forty Hours 

in Diocese of Rochester:. 

Sunday, April IS — Our Lady 
of Mt. Carmel, St. Hart,, 
R o c h e s t e r ; St. Gregory, 
Marion. 

WANTED I 

ADVERTISING 
SALESMAN 

for this Newspaper 

Newspaper Experience Helpful But Not 
Necessary. We Will Train Right Man. 
Attractive Earning Potential. Paid Hos
pitalization and Vacation. 

For Appointment Call— 

ANTHONY J,TXJSTHID, AdV. Dlrocfof 
454-7050 

TtflfcOlft 
For April 23 

"Talk-put '87",. a series of 
--group - discussions—for^-hlgh 

school juniors and seniors will 
be held at Aquinas Institute, 
Sunday afternoon, April 23, 
1967. 

The program which features 
a number of prominent clergy] 
and layman speakers will begin 
at 2 p.m. 

The afternoon program will 
be divided into three confetti 
ences-discussion periods lasting 
from forty-five minutes to one 
hour in length. A folk Mass 
in the Aquinas Auditorium will 
climax the afternoon, 

Speakers moderating some of 
the 17 discussions include: Fa-

_ UIOJOi.Uua.USl Oi u k t l t ^tt-.trfr-SOili'lO^- 'iWJii V.m Ift". JI 

ther David Finks, Vicar of the 
Inner City; Father David Con
nor of the Cornell University 
Newman Center; Sergeant J. 
Burkett, a Viet Nam veteran 
and Father W. J. O'Malley, S J., 
of McQuaid Jesuit High School. 

All high school juniors and 
seniors wishing to attend should 
contact the respective heads of 
ajeIr~sodaIity of youth group. 
Tickets must be secured before
hand for admittance. 

Siit^HWj^iwsJ^ 
"The out-of-town tour is 

rugged, but it's a lot of fun, 
too, and the people in all of 
those towns and cities seem 
very pleased that we make the 
extra effort to come that far." 

This is the consensus of the 
107 Sisters of St. Joseph who 
are singers in their Commu
nity's annual concert. "This year, 

th&-flut îfetoygn performances 
precede the Rochester ones, 
with a 4 p.m. appearance in 
Ithaca on Saturday, April 15 
and an 8 p.m. one in Elmira 
that same day. Sunday, April 
15 will see them in Geneva at 
4 p.m. and in Auburn at 8 p.m. 

The Rochester performances 
of this choral concert will take 

place on Apr41-42-and-33--at-
St. Agnes High School, with a 
children's performance at 2 p.m. 
on Saturday, and regular per
formances at 8:15 p.m. on Satur
day and 3 and 8:15 p.m. on 
Sunday. AH seats for the Roch
ester performances are reserved 
and may be obtained by calling 
473-2728. 

A Star for a Postor 
The Italian Government recently honored Fathter Jo
seph P. Beatini, pastor of St. Francis Xavier Cfesnrch, 
Rochester, making him a Knight of the Order o f the 
Star of Italian Solidarity. This honor was in arecog-
nition of Father Beatini's work among the Italian-
Americans and especially for his assistance to new 
Italian immigrants over the years. The hpjo>r was 
conferred by the Consul General, Vittorio Monteze-
mojo, at the Italian General Consulate in New York 
City. 

Report Dinner 
Set by Scouts 

Twentieth annual report dinner of Uiel^jth^cXow 
mittee on Scouting will take place Thursday, April 27 
at Vince's 50 Acres, 7500 West Henrietta Rd. at 6:30 p.m. 

Sister Mary Andrew Hartman, 
Ph.D., of the Grey Sisters of 
the Immaculate Conception will 
be the principal speaker. Sis
ter is a weihknown teacher, 
lecturer and author in thfr 
fields of psychology and coun
selling. 

Sister Mary Andrew's public 
speaking activities started with 
talks to Scouting groups. A 
great believer that the mutual 
^breaking.of bread" and sing
ing help- develop-Seouts—and 
Scouters, psychologically, she 
has attended over 45 Scout Con
ferences and has participated 
in more Wood Badge reunions 
than virtually any scouter. 

Father James M. Moynihan, 
Chancellor of the Rochester 
Diocese, will present the St, 
George Award, the highest 
award to Catholic Scouters 
recognized for their outstand 
ing contribution to youth in the 
community. 

Chairmen of the event are: 
Victor Gessner, Steuben Area 
Council; Robert J. Randall, 
Cayuga Council; and Berl L 
Thaine, Otetiana Council. 

I 'tffe 

SISTER MARY ANDREW 

UIOJOi.Uua.USl

