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In 1964 Pope Paul VI desng-
nated the Second Sunday after
Easter of each year as a World

. Day_of Prayer for Vocations. .

The choice -of that particular—. . .

day was based upon the Gospel
of the day, the parable of the
Good Shepherd. All Christians
are asked to join in a world-

~wide crusade of prayer for

more vocations to the clerical
and religious life.

" "We shoild regard this call'of

_ Paul VI _not_just as _a _“nice”
" thing to do but as the solemn
~ duty of. all.

-imoo—————VNatican Council II in its de-

cree on priestly training said,
“The duty of fostering voca-
tions belongs to the entire
Christian community.” And, as
Bishep-Sheen has peinted out to
us, Jesus Christ designated only
one method of obtaining more
vocations — “PRAY the Lords

-of the harvest to send laborers

into His harvest.”

mhaf«—thewﬂo——s’catemem-s—“—saysw‘

amount to is that the Christian
community must care whether
or not there are vocations to
the priestly and religious life.
God is not a corporation presi-
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 This artlcle is by Father Louis J. Hohman, diocesan director
of vocations. He wrote it to aid readers in observance of this—

Sheen on ‘the- subject will be read at Masses and published in

next week’s Courier.

dent who will send out sales
men to “hard-sell” his product,
to impose it on the people.

*Rather he is the loving Father
who will render hlS gifts of -

love when they_ are appreciated ing sheep but rather as a soar- .
‘ ing eagle, dommatmg all that

and desired.

One of the problems with vo-
cations today — we have cer-
tainly heard enough about the
acute shortage in most parts of
the world — Is that many, many
people don’t really care wheth-
er we have nuns and priests or
not. They fail to see any real
necessity for God’s message or
his gifts. Man has accomplish-

-ed so much seemingly without

“

' ‘sheep, but now vyou have been

brought back to the shepherd
and guardian of your souls.” I
Peter 2: 25. Modern man does
" not think of himself as a stray-

-_-he_sees.. - - — -

This is not a new pheno-

" menon in the world’s history.

Many centuries ago the Psalm-
ist wrote,

“Help us, O Lord, for no man
keeps faith,
loyalty has vanished from
among mankind:

e C TR YT DR e

dwn Bllndness‘

v

our own blindness, ignorant. of
our ignorance.

If we cannot sce that tech
no nearer by themselves to our
true humanness, then we are in
a very sad state. Our prosper-

jty—and -health <and-power=may- -

- “By our tongues,
@A T E-heTORS;

they say,

make us think of ourselves as
“heroes”. With the Psalmist we

yflogy-and- setence-fave-Jed us = ==

our lips are our own, who is
our master?”

“Because the poor are op-
& pressed

—-and-the- needy*ere sighmg,

Now I arise,” says the Lord, .
“I will give salvation to him
who longs for it.” Psalm

1 C

It- seems to be a constantly

- “ment that man's ingenyity and

repeated Tact of history that

- when things are going well for

men (at least Targe numbers of
them) they tend to forget God
and depend on their owm re-
sources alone. There were no.
atheists in foxholes because
there was no place else to look
for help, but the opposite is
also true — when all is well
who needs God?

Perhaps the best place to
look—for-a-reason-for-the—short-

the “help “of God, that pride
takes over and the communlty
n—effeet,—“We—don’
ly need you.”

The world today can’t see

very much sense in the words
of Peter, “You were astray like

Evéryone Iiés, each man to his
‘neighbor,

age is among the people of God

€ speaks with smooth Tip$
and a double heart.

May the Lord cut off all the
lips that flatter,
the tongues that boast:

themselves—who _have -forgotten-
that they need Good Shepherds,
because for all their apparent
self sufficiency they are still
straying sheep. We are most {0
be pitled if we are blind to

8

WWWWT,WYAUMWQLIQELOW of the Mass the priest pours wine
A into the chalice ~— wnthﬂhe realization that wine is ™

B
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must learn to see that the Lord
will-give salvation from--injus-
tice and war and hunger to
those who long for it.

T do not question for one mo-

“know how” are important to

‘building a “whole world”, but

even more so must God’s re-
demptive power be brought to
bear upon it. And that is the
functlon of God's representa-
-tiwves-in-the priestly and_religi-
ous life.

WA Rendezvous with- Revelution” ———-

~“What thismounts1ﬂrthat‘“*“‘

a Yack of vocations can be trac-

- ed—directly to- the attitude of

people about religion and re-
demption —  whether or mnot
they feel a real need for it.

I quote our holy Father, Paul
VI: “The problem of recruiting
and training a sufficient num-
ber of priests and religious

-strielly-eoneerns—all-the—faith
ful. not only because on it de-

-pends the religious fature of

Chrigtian society, but also be-
cause the way in which it is

‘solved gives a precise and in-

disputable index to the vitality

_of _the faith and love in parishes ]

and dioceses, as well as a testi-
mony of the moral health of
Catholic families.

““Where vocations to the

priesthood and religious life
are abundant, there the people

live_generously .in accoxrd -with.

the Gospel. There, too, you find
good and fervent parents who

made by the-pressing of many grapes, an apt symbol
of how the life of Jesus was “pressed” out of Hlm as
the price of our redemptlon. His sacrificial life, cli-
maxed on the Cross, is remewed at every Mass —
and it is the task and privilege of every priest to be
the minister of God and the people in this sacramen-

tal rite.

a
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- For Vocations

Following is the text of a Prayer for the Faithful
for this Sunday's World Day of Prayer for Vocations.
Father Louis J. Hohman, diocesan vocation dir€ctor,
- ——said the prayer l.uldapted from a prayer recently com-
posed by Pope Paul

In the article to the right of this column,” Father
Hohman writes about the present religious vocation
situation, one that obviously indicates the need for pray-
ers such as the following:

Let us pray: United on this day with Pope Paul and
the universal Church we pray for the following mten
tions:

That the Church may continue to hear and answer
God’'s call to be a community of faith and love in the&”
~Wworld, we pray to the Lord.

That young Christians may be guided by faith and
love:jin their choice of a vocation in life, we pray to the
Lord.

That the meaningvand value of the priestly and re-
ligious vocations may become more widely known in the
Church, we pray to the Lord.

That the laity of the Church may continue to grow
in fulfilling their call and mission to the world, we pray
to the Lord.

O Lord Jesus, always living to make intercession
for us, extend our horizons to the entire world where so
. many brethren. make-silent-supplication .for the light of
truth and the warmth of love, so that answering Your
call, many young men and women may prolong here
Your mission, edify Your Church, and become the salt
of the earth and the light of the world. Amen.
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Papal Pmnacy. A Case
Of Loving Servnce

Vatican City — (NC) — Love is the keynote in the
primacy of "Peter and his successors in the guidance
and service of the Christian people, Pope Paul, told
mwm‘thousandwssembleé-m-sw%tem—dwmg-a—gmc
audience, March 29.

Taking his theme from the day's Gospel in which
Christ asks Peter, “Do you love Me more than these
do?” the Pope stressed the significance of the ques-
tion.

“He was asking the Apostle, the first confessor of
~ faith in the divine Messianic mission of Christ, for that
" complementing characteristic which makes faith live
e and work, that is love, charity.” .

The Pope continued: “The primacy of Peter in the
guidance and service of the Christian people was to
be a pastoral primacy, a primacy of love . . . O pray,
beloved sons, that all may understand this prodigious
divine design.”

S T R KA TR AR R AR RN N RRRIUARRRRRNACRRLS

The Catholic
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“pigm, i oan appeal for The in- -

Boston — (RNS) — ‘A Bel-
gian cardinal cited Karl Marx
for sceing clearly by the “light
of the Gospel” and a U.S. Prince
of the Church urged Roman
Catholics to recognize their
“rendezvous with revolution™ at
the fourth national conference
of the Catholic Inter-American
Cooperation Program here.

Cardinal Cushing of Boston
joined Leo-Josef Cardinal Sue-
nens, Archbishop. of Malines.
Brussels and Primate of Bel-

tegration of cultural, economic
and religious forces to promote
the “revolutionary” develop-
ment of Latin American nations.

Both cardinals addressed a
“grand assembly”’ of the three-
day CICOP conference. Some
2,500 persons participated in
the conference's eight general
assemblies and 40 workshops.

—e—— . Committee for Latin America,

The major speeches of both
cardinals focused on the con-
ference theme: “The Integra-
tion of Man and Society in
Latin America: A Christian
View."

Cardinal Suenens literally un-
settled the international audi-
ence with the assertlion that
Karl Marx saw clearer the
“light of the Gospel” than did
the Christians of his times.

“We carry the torch of the
Gospel,” the cardinal declared,
“yet somelimes others sec bet-
ler its light.”

Recalling that “in the midst
of the soclal Injustice of the
last century, Marx .in 1848 pub-
tished his manifesto denouncing .
the exploitation of the masses,”
Cardinal Suenens noted that it
was nearly 50 years before the
Church denounced the same
evils and proposed a means of
remedy In Rerum Novarum (an
encyclical of Pope Leo XIII).”

The Belgian Primate stressed
that the problems of the CICOP
Conference were a challenge

) f({f the entire Church.

ac
ies of pilgFimage, an

“Fach member of the Church
is obliged to spcak and make
his personal witness and irre-
vocable stand as a Christian,”
he said.

Cardinal Suenens urged dele-
gales to “enter deeply into the
spirit of the Council, wash our-
selves clean of the dust we have

‘ ted through 20 centur-

find onc
again a true appreciation of
poverty and “social dimensions
of what the Gospel requires of
us.”

He described the economic
gap between the rich and the
poor as “the No. 1 social prob
lem of our time.”

Noting that two-thirds of "the

ra*_______lmm family, our family, live
in conditions which are sub-

human,” Cardinal Sucnens de-
claved that *“this gigantic dis-

his “Markings",
-the future. of others thhout
belnrz suffacate

ent”

face of humanity’ is the most
urgent problem facing the
world today.”

In a dramatic plea for the for-
mation of a social conscience
that won a warm response from
the audience, Cardinal Suenens
declared:

“We have to give men bread
and the sacred host; we have
to teach them the alphabet and
the doctrine of Christ; we have
to offer them social security
and the Providence of God; we
have to save men, not only
souls.”

Cardinal Cushing, who Is
chairman of the U.S. Bishops’

described the people as “march-
ing from a land of darkness into
a land of light . . . advancing
from a static, traditional way

of life, in which change was the
exception, into a dynamic way

of Ilfe in which change is the
rule.”

-

Letters to the Editor

Ecumenical Journal

After reading in the Roches

ter Democrat and Chronicle of
the idea of an Ecumenlcal jour-
nal, I intended writing you with
a word of encouragement for
su~h an undertaking.

The idea is ney, novel, in-

trieuing and perhaps even in...
spired by the Holy Spirit and
anvthing I can do to be of as-
sistance is most enthusiastically
offered.

There secems to be a lot of

“pand-wagonism"’ in people and
they like to be in on something
if it seems to have an aura of
success ahout it. but the pio-
neers in any new exploration,
of physical,

- osophical or religious bent must
plod on ahead of the majority.
a task which has always taken,
it seems, much dedication, per- __
severance and “unalterable and
deep faith in the ultimate and
inherent goodness in “the peo-
ple of God."

intellectual, phil-

Dag Hammarsjkoeld said in
", ¢ .. to exist for

Another man whose words ap-

ply more and more to the events
moving in the world today is
Pierre Teilhard de Chardin and
in his
speaks
“something”
people wha share a profound de-
sire for the growth of mutial
mderstanding—and—respeet—~be———throughout—the-world
tween people,

“Future of Man' e
of that unmeasurable
which exists in

. You have only to take

“However dlsturbmg and dis-
concerting it may be,” he warn-
ed, the current phase of de-
velopment in Latin America
“makes it clear destiny is call-
ing us to rendezvous with
revolution.”

He suggested two steps to
help meet the challenge of this
revolution:

1. Formation of an interna-
tional academy for peace, as a
supplementary unit of the

United Nations, to train “young _

lawyers, politicians, scientists,
priests, engineers, teachers,
trade unionists” for Latin Amer-
ican leadership.

lic opinion through a col-
loquium of international ex-
perts at a major university with
widespread television coverage.

Cardinal Cushing urged that
development ‘must be viewed in
its entirety’’ and that various re-

of the future. They will gravi-
tate Instinctively towards one
another in the crowd; they will
know one another.”

If such a venture as an ecu-
menical journal does “get off

the “ground** be assured of the—

prayers of many “ordinary”
people who share this same
spirit described by Father de
Chardin.-
where He wills.” Hadn't we bet-
ter keep the sails hoisted on
the baraue of Peter? It is a
most challenging and fascinat-
ing time to be aboard and I'd
like to help with the rowing!

— Mrs. H. F. Curry,
*Seneca Falls

—~ A Voice-for Laynren

I feel that the current struc-
ture of the Catholic Church

2. A mobilization of US. pub-

- ——which- -He— -would--build-- -His

“The -Soirit—breathes———

forms “must be carried out, not
in isolation omne from another
but as divergent aspects of one
process-of development.”

Earlier in the conference,
Maurice Cardinal Roy, Arch
bishop of Quebec, warned that
“Christians can no longer ex-
cuse themselves if they bury
their heads in the sand and do
not consider the problems” of
Latin Americans,

Declaring- that the problems

.___and . potential - development of

the-Latin American nationis rep-
present a challenge for the US.
and Canadian people, Cardinal
Roy added:

“It is in carrying forth the

to see our brothers in all men.
It is in accepting all the de
mands of justice and love that
the Church will show itself
truly Catholic . . . universally
concerned for all the human
family.”

the royal rule of the ‘“Hier

archy.”

What does the real Church
consist of? It is made up of
farmers, executives, seminar-
fans, nuns, parish assistants.
college professors, ete. "

I believe that Our Lord told
Peter that he was the rock uvon

Church and that whatever was
bound on earth would also be
bound in Heaven. However, |
don’t recgll any quotations by
Christ stating that the entire
ruting bodv of this world-wide
church should, for generations,
consist of clergy who represent
only one percent of its member-
shio. In a sense, the church,
both conservative and liberal,
lav and cleric, Italian. German,
Oriental, African and American

——light-of faith -that-we-are--able— — yojces-t

——istpatOH—psyehologls

are-not-afraid;—but-rather-happy.

and honored to give their chil-
dren to the Church. There. also,
you find zealous and faithful
priests, for whom the continuity
of their priesthood is their first
and most important concern in
the pastoral ministry. .

““And, above all, there you
find generous, pure, and cour
ageous boys and girls. who. fed
by the Eucharistic life and re
sponsive to the voice of Christ,
are able to grow in their de

sire to serve the Church by giv-

ing themselves totally to the
care of souls and to reproduc-
ing in themselves the features
of the Good Shepherd whom
they foliow.

““Let us, then all raise ‘our
milies, . par-

Sonye
-Rede:

Catholic

Cleveland — Catholic boycot-
ting of movie theaters, much!

ishes, religious communities,
the sick in hospitals, the inno-
cent children, that vocations
may be increased and that
many more of our youths may
conform to the desires of the
Sacred Heart of Jesus.”
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parish on Sumnday only. How-
ever, one-third of the grade
school age Catholic children in
that parish go to the public
schools because the existing
parochial school structure is not

i+ vlarge epough. to accommodate
v them. . " yefron ant

‘What ls the solution? Cur-
rently, the parish priest is re-

Guired'tv be a combimatiom ac— T

countant, janitor, school admin.
t—social—di

rector, spiritual leader, and

.. bingo-supervisor.-The layman-is. -

not blameless either. He gives
to the second collection on Sun-
day and meets the boys to play
cards at the Holy Name Meet-
ing on Monday nights. In some
of the more progressive par-
ishes, he may belong to a Board
of Trustees that in many cases
_simply gives lip service to a pas«

should be represented in Rome—¢4*s decisions.

As it stands now. the only vote
a layman has is his contribu-

tion in the colléction basket. "

However, the “Church” is said
to be working on this.

Why don’t we allow the priest

to do the- job he was-trained—-

for? If he attended only to the
spiritual needs of the parish we
wouldn't need three priests per

T 7T Tverse Bulletin,” drew 4 strong,|

in the news 10 and 20 years
ago, has become a major_topic
of debate here — touched off,
ironically, when an “art” thea-
ter booked “A Man For All
Seasons,” the prize-winning
film on St. Thomas More.

Immediately, the Cleveland's
diocese’s Parent-Teacher
League, through its Committee
on Motion Pictures, announced
- that because of the Heights Art
Theatre’s “policy” of scheduling
condemned films, “we are un-
able to recommend to our mem-
bers” that they go to see it at

that theater. IR
'nt(s"dectslon “buﬂll%lh’éd by
the committee chairman in

the Ietters-to-the-editor column
of the diocesan “Catholic Uni-

lengthy rebuke from the execu.
iveboard-of-the D

iocesanEng-|
lish Teachers Association, and
- other letter-writers have both
attacked and applauded the
boycott.

At issue is not only the mean-
ing and interpretation of the
sentence in the annual film of-
fice “pledge” which reads, “I
promise not to cooperate by my
patronage with theaters which

_....xegularly show objectionable
films,” but also a difference of
opinion as to-the most effective]
;vuagu to discourage harmful

does Tot fairly represent-the
layman and should be changed
to equally represent all mem-
bers of the Church.

It is somewhat disturbing to
hear the *“Church” referred to
m curbstone conversation as if

e_a_dark, distant conclave

Some parishes have introduc
ed the tithe. an alleged biblical
device which allows the layman
to give more, in one lump sum
without knowing where the
money is going or how it is
spent. Yet, we are assured it is
spent wisely.

of medieval-appearing Roman
Clerics. The term “Hierarchy of

“the Chifeh™ is equally disturb-

ing. The initial thought that
this phrase brings to mind is
one of a princely, rather pom-
pous procession of richly-robed
clergy who either directly or
indirectly, exercise a profound
influence on the lives and des
tinies of millions of Catholics

thousand; we could get along
nicely on one. The sermons
might improve also.

What I am proposing is this:
A democratically elected board
of control on the parish level
on which the priest would have
one vote; a dernocratically elect

Un the national levet mitlions——ed—school - board where the

of dollars were spent on the
“Shrine of the Immaculate Con:
ception” in Washington, D.C.
I am sure Bishop Sheen would
have appreciated a gift of that
sum for the Propagation of the
Faith, an organiration which
attempts to improve the spir
itual and material lot of starv-
ing millions.

The laity then, in this view-
point, are treated as the 'great
unwashed,” a mass of poor, ig-

Several letter-writers, Tal|
though admitting that “A Man
For All Seasons” could be
viewed at other theaters in the
Cleveland area, argued that it
was “shori-sighted and spiteful”
to boycott the Heights Art
Theatre while *“Seasons” - was

priest has one vote, a demo-
cratically elected diocesan board
where a parish, based on popu-
lation representation will have
an equal voice in diocesan de-
cisions and finally a democratic-
ally clected Vatican Lay Coun-
cil, ,where the diocese and/or
arcﬂdlocese may be heard.
These bodies should serve as
the grassroots woice of the for-

amples at the parish level. One
parlsh recently pluneed heavily
into debt for a Church, used of

Weé can also see similar—ex

gotten members of fhe Mystical
Body of Christ, the laymen.

— Robert Kretchimer,

parity, this ‘insult, in the two men, in any gathering, en-

Pope's words, ‘flung into the dowed with a mysterious sense norant plodding peasants under dourse by the majority of the Greece
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PuTSli?Opi ion Saves a Catholic Newspaper

By GARY MacEOIN

Rome — “The future of Italy, L'Av-
venire d' Italia” is the name of the paper
and the future of "L’Avvenire” is current.
ly very much in doubt. But its proximate
demise is not nearly as certain today
as it seemed a few weeks .ago, and this
is "2 reflectioon of the new power of
public opinion in the Church and of the
grewing wave of renewal here in Italy.

For, in spite of the solid front of con.
formity which the age-hardened sr uctures
continue to provide, the aggiornamento is
a living reality in Italy. The conflict is

noi—between-—the —north—and—south—of

Council was doing and where it was going.

Not everyone, howevei', liked its open-
ness during the Council or in subsequent
years. Many Italian bishops have recently
been revealing their .displeasure with its
poltical views, because it does not auto-

While not necessarily @ldentlfymg them-

selves with all the newspaper’s policies,
they felt that the Church would be the
poorer if only one element was accorded
full opportunity for the expression of its
viewpaints,

matically support the position of the  Cardinal Urbani’s attitude is particu-

so-called Catholic Party, the moderate
faction of the Christian Democrats. Its
comments on religious matters are always
careful, as befits an official organ, but
many of the conservative elements in the
Church feel that-it identifies excessively
with the reform movements.

Even while the anniversary was being

larly significant, since he Is president of
the Bishops’ Conference. He was never-
theless voted down. The newspaper had
to go because it was losing money and
the bishops were no longer willing to
pay the deticit. Of course, if the criterion
of making or losing money was applied

ized by an article of Jacques Nobecourt,
Italian correspondent -of “Le Monde” of
Paris, a newspaper which made a con-
tribution to the success of the Council
similar to that of L'Avvenire itself,

The outcome was a double take by the

bishops- - The -administrative committee

of the newspaper had a further meeting
in the middle of March, at which it was
decided to posipone a final decision for
at least some weeks. The general feeling
now is that L’'Avvenire wwill not only sur
vive but that the present staff will be

_ retained and allowed to continue their

to all activities or even to all publications,

it 'would have some logic. In fact; it is

established policies.
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Flurope. Neither -is it between the center

and the periphery. It is deep inside the-

Church in each country, including Italy.

Early in February, four cardinals and
many civil and religious notables from
all over Italy met in Bologna to eclebrate
the 70th anniversary of the founding of
L'Avvenipe, a Catholic daily newspaper
which has played a major part In thé
history of Italian Catholicism since the
beginning of the century. Thanks to the
excellent sources available to Raniero
La Valle, its editor, and.to his straight.
torwar,d reporting, lt acquired an inter-
national reputation during the second

~ ‘Vatican~Couneil:-Bishops- as--well- -as—-jour-

nalists read it in order to kiow what the

[l
1

cetebr o —axr
open secrel that the upcoming meeting

of the executive committee of the Italian-

Bishops' Conference was going to clip

- L'Avvenire's wings. And in fact, when the

enghteen members met on February 24,
they agreed to close it down immediately
by incorporating it in another Catholic
newspaper, “L'Italia” of Milan.

It was not an unanimous decision. Car-
dinal Lercaro of Bologna is known to
have fought it resolutely, to the point of
still’ contihuing his opposition after it
became clear that the motion wounld be
overwhelmingly carried. Other impoiiant
opponents of the motion were the Patri-
arch- .of . Venice, _Cardinal Urbani,
Archbishop Michael Pellegrino ,of Turin.

invoked when an excuse is needed.

AS§ recently as ten yeax/*s ago, this would
have been.the'end..of. the/story. But thi
are changlng, and that is the message. I'd
like 'to get across to the growing number
of Catholics who are frustrated by the
slowness of reaction, those who admire
the Charles Davis solution even if cul-
tural or social conditioning restrains
them from adopting it.

Thanks to the progress of exchange of
information through the media of mass
communications, the decision became pub-

lic before it was implem"emed?“lt*'prm

duced an immediate and vigorous re-

and._..__action of public opinion both in Italy and

in neighboring countries. This was polar--

———committee—of—'Avvenire—still-refnains-in—————

“The precise relationship beiween the
executive_comnitice of the Italian Bish-
ops' Conference and the administrative

the dark, but it is clear that they are
working together, Although he is arch-
bishop of Bologra, Cardinal Lercaro does

. not control the newspaper. Apparently,

shares are held in part by him, in part
ons“ln—part—by—t

4

%

by Catholic ©Organizati
Bishops® Conference.

What has emerged is that various forces
have developed in Italy to create a dy-
namic tension, and that the balance of
power in this wse rests ot with the
shareholders but with public opinion. 1f
this is correct, Cntholicnsm in Italy has

“progréssed STgnifieantly: -

el

he—

Spring Te
Spring Tea ln honor of Set

L~ “on Sunday, % from 3
] lng Chaplain ather John I

§ - and-Mrs. Robert Howe: -
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