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formation of the young men w
~princi atican 1II.

. ‘There are. still some people
who think that training for the|te

——priesthood—consists—in-learning |-
how to say Mass. But at least
since the :Council of Trent in
the sixteefith century the

-~ —-=Church has paid—scrupulous at-
tention to'the education éf men
" for the prfesthood na

In the $days preced{ng the
Protestant Reformation, train-
ing for the priesthood more
~often than tiot wag slipshod and |,
in- cases practically non-existent. in
That the generally low quality| e
of priests in that time was a|y
major contributing cause to the|ge
Refo ne seems| gj
to deny. In fact the Council of th
Trent placeigthe formation of
priests high on its agenda as aj -
means of restoring the Church
counter to the Reformation.

To accomplish this goal, the

seminaries as we have known|—
them. A semindsy. is-a—*seed]
bed” in which the initial desire
of young men for the priesthood|.
was to be fostered and develop-|:
ed to fruition, Previous to that}
time, educatioh toward the|::
prluthood had no really set
- form, — 5
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They lived very close to him
throughout his public iife and|"
he gave them very special at-gé

n!ter, training to priesthood was
u:.,a ve:y—fhdlviduu!—basls; -and
usually carried out by the
blshop himself. Through the
years we have a varicty of
methods employed — close as-
soclation with the bishop and
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by the monks in m‘ométerles; in
the great medieval universities.

But there. were no specific
standards to cover all casesand
the net result wasa wide variety
of outcomes.

“That is why the Counecil-of
became so very-specifie]
about standards and methods. |
The philosophy of Trent (whichi::
for some four hum{

held good -
dred years thereafter) was to
take young boys around the
time of puberty and remove
them from the contaminations
of the world in a more or less
muﬂc‘ environment. During
time they would receive in-
tensive spiritual training as well
as academic. The spiritual train-
ing would make them highly
.disciplined, totally obedient,

God-oriented. They would
tually be in the world but
not of the world, only minimal-
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Iy subject-to-its-wiles-and-con
tamination.. They would, i shortjs
be thoroughly spiritual men. :

There were to be two semin-
aries — the minor embracing
what we know as the four years
of high school and the first two
years of college, and the major|:
seminary covering the last two
years of college and four years|i
of graduate study in theology.l}
(The actual number of years|y
in each section was subject to
minor variitions from place to|;
place). :

No one tan quarrel with the|“
success of this system. It work-{:
ed admirably and was to a large
mxenurs  Tespondibles  for the
rapid recovery of the Church
from the effects of the Refor-|:
omtion. Saintly priests multis
“plied and as a result the Rock
ol Peter—became—more—stablet:
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than ever. On the base of such|;
a priesthood, the Roman Catho-|:
He Church far outdistanced
Protestantism in solidity and
, strength, .

Thé seminary system also
proved to be the bulwark of the

miissidnary ‘Church in America.
A large percentage of the!peo-|:
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ple were transial uropeans |;
and the European type seminary
fitted in very well. It was only
when the American Church be-
gan o stind on its own two feet
that any doubts about the ap-
plicability of the seminary sys-|:
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