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| This is the text of a talk given by Pope Paul VI
in Italian to a group of some 40 editors of Italian dioce-
. san Catholic weeklies. re;ceived in audience Noy. 26,

1966.
-Your nmsm:si tells.us of a

ation of the Diocesan Catholic
Weekliegs

We greet with lively satisfac-
tion this organ of the Catholic
press. The diocesan Catholic
weeklies have for some time
been the object of interest on
the part—of -the central organi
zations of Italian Catholic Ac-
tion and of promoters of the
Catholic press.

We are happy now to note
how sucn _an -inlerest takes or-
ganjzational form, with aims
tending to union, setvice, the
wider circulation of these local
weekly papers so that their
voice may be more concordant,
their contents richer, their style

more modern, their bereficent

influence more widespread.

It is unnecessary for us _to

speak lo you, who are already

completely convinced, of the
importance of this kind of Cath-

“olic press.

] .

If anything, we would wish
that our renewed acknowledge-
ment of its merit and proper
function might stengthen. 1n
you the assurance- wnat you
serve a cause well worthy of
your etfons and aifection, and
that it might cxhoru all those
who read and support the Cath-
olic weekly to mantain pride
and faith in it. Also, that it
-mught persuade those who are
deeply 1nerested 1n the cause
of tne Catholic press, to proper-
1y evaluate the quality and ef-
fectiveness of such a journalis-
tic formula.

It is not in conflict with the
more complete and important
formula or the Catholic daily.
It paves the way for and inte

grates it; it supplements it |

areas which the daily does not

— ——yeach; it nourishes, not so much

in news but in ideas, a larger
network of readers at the pre-
ferred level of the diocesan,

parochial and family commun—

ity.

It is a formula that deserves
every support, not only for the
diffusion of current Catholic
thought, but also because of
the popular character that ordi-
narily and wisely qualifies it
And again, because of the pos-
sibility of closer administration,
with which it is content and in

enc

cial communications, explained
so very well concerning ‘the
dioceSan weekly in present-day
reality,” in Ais opening lecture-
at the national convention of
editors ot diocesan weeklies~in
Verona last May, we would’

,havg: nqthmg to add except our
; ity _and

praise in noting the cla an
authority o’ 1deas, whether the-
oretical or -practical, which di-
rect your nascent federation;
we iy need to approve and to
rage. .

Should it please you to Fnd

stimulation also from a word
from us so as to continue well
in yaqur activity, we will urge
you to give importance .and erf-

'fectiveness to your federation.

Union, which does not deprive
each paper of its freedom, its
autonomy and its features, may

. turn oul to be very useful for
» knowfng onec another and for

measuring one another, in other
words to be stimulated so as to
give to your respective weekly
its best form and content.
Union spurs all to go high-
er; the best one sets the ex-

~ ample;~even the weaker lets

drop the shabby expressions
and, though it must remain at
a modest level either editorial-.
ly or typographically, preserves
to its words the digmity which
is proper to an organ of the
Catholic press.

Union is instructive. Further-
more, union members spur to
make available mutual services
of better quality.

As far as we know, there is
already in operation a central
service to fornish articles, in
formation, news to the entire
network of our weeklies.

Such a service, without de-
priving any weekly of its local
character and without dispen-
ing the individual editorial
staff from glving its own paper
some vivid tone of its own each
week, together with abundant
and well-presented information
regarding the matters of its dio-
cese, such a service, we were
saying, may be very useful in
a w(ofold aspect.

A first aspect is that of the
content which, furnished by a
well-equipped and authoritative
center, gives at omnte to the
paper.the prestige of a voice
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tolic words: ‘Religion pure and
undefiled before God the Father
is this: to give aid to orphans
and widows in their tribulation
and to keep oneself unspotted
from this world. (James 1, 27).

~—xnd farthermore: "

_

how can he who does not love
his brother, whom he sees, love
God, whom he does mot see”
(1 John 4, 20)," (Teachings of
‘Paul VI,.3, p. 728/8). ¢

_It might seem .1 paradox that
-the- Couneil, -us--the—supreme
assembly of bishopstunited with

Peter, gathered together in
prayer amd sludy, and ecven

physically separated from the

.capable Of makt T
next, that of the efficacy résult-
ing from a united agreement,

nearness to their sulfering
brethren. But it is not a para-
dox—it is indeed the truth, and
everyone has understood and
been affected and moved by 1t.
Those who read the Council's
documents bearing this in mind
cannot but realize the yearnings
of charity which moved the

ToforT © ~Council Fathers and wiich they

communicated to the Churen
and to all of mankind in order

that the charity of Christ may
. pe truly and ultimately the
human’.

unseen mover of all
activities: not only in reference
to the urgent needs of individ-
ual persons, but also in refer-
ence to society, to international
organizations and peoptes.

Words which are quite grave

- rest of The world, should "have

shown such unmistakable evi-

dence of charity which invelves— -

contact and dialogue with and
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‘

—that developed the strong im-
pressions_of the ancient Fathers
of the Church==resounded in
the Council to recall to all of
mankind, but first of all  to

. Christians, -the duty of love.

From the theological founda-
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. Pope Paul met Soviet Andrei Gromyko at UN.

in other words, a national con-
sonance of the weeklies, which
simultaneously and harmonious-
ly sprea%n: given thought, a
given comiment, a given line of
judgment and of action. ~
Union becomes a true cur
rent of public opinion; it be-
comes an instrument of social
education; in the Catholic field
it becomes a communion of
souls and of purposes, which
we cquld not esteem enough.

ate to its merits and needs. It
lives and struggles with inade-
quate tools, which often humili-

ate it rather than exalt it. But

is not this in the designs of the ~
Gospel?

If the divine relation of cause
and effect (causality) which
the Gospel message carries in
itself is to reveal itself as that
marvel which gives proof of
its divine inner virtue, a mod-

We cannot think of a dioce-
san weekly without recalling
the Gospel parables of the
seed that grows to the point of
taking on the size and func-
tion of a plant and of the fer-
ment let into the dough which
gives it development and a new
taste.

The kingdom of heaven often
lacks the ‘great means the king-
dom of this earth has at its dis-
posal. We mean that our Cath-

nthe effort — glingshof, rather_than to- the

to ,t-onfirm' and extend it, usuak
1y lacks the means proportion-

tions which spring from the
very heart of God and from the
mystery of the Incarnation, the
Council went on to practical
applications, without disdaining
even the minutest details.

At this time you will make
them the object of your careful

__consideration,—-and-

it is not necessary to recall the
Jwords in questiofl; we wished,
“howevér, to recall to you that
a.greater and holier persuasion

‘might animate your hearts and'

give you encouragement toward
the path undertaken.

As a sociéty of Charity—thus
in the name itself that indicates
the spirit and aims' of your
action—you stand at this regal
level, you present to the worid
the primary and highest law of
the Gospel of Christ. You con-
tinue the charitable work of
the early Christian community
and “fulfill faithfully the ex-
pectations of the present-day
Church.

esty of temporal means i§ more
profitable than damaging.

We say this-to encourage all —
to trust and not to yield to lazi- .
ness. We will always try to give
to the good cause — in whose
service we are militants — all
the best equipment and all of
the most effectivé collaboration,
even temporal. But we shall not
lose either the pride or the
courage of our humble and dar-
ing struggle, should .we have
to take recourse to David's
formidable arms of worldly
powers.

Let this suffice to say what
is the place of the society in
the varied and elected ranks of
the lay apostolate organizations;
also with what affection and
hope the Pope looks upon it;
and what inner fire, enthusiasm
and effort should stimulate its
tqembers. to ;ender their activi-

creasifigly more effeétive and to

- purify them of any dross of
human imperfection which may °

~_impede and weaken such action _..
“in”ils supernatural motives, or
in -communicating it to others,
particularly the youth, who are
receptive above all to the force
of example and of generosity.

_For the Vincentian ac tivity to
avoid any trace of bureaucracy,
any suspicion of paternalism,
any hestitation dictated by fear,

any precenceived—meolds—will——

today as always, depend solely

on the following: that you fol- =
' low the ‘genuine teachings of

Christianity and of the teaching

Our trust, in the present in-
stance, rests sincerely om the
effectiveness of your weekly
and diocesan press; however,
happy experience already tells
us what fruitful results its ac-
tion-~has produced among our
people.

Go forth, therefore, with wis:
dom and courage. Let the net
work of the weekly Catholic
papers increase; let ‘their make-
up ind the core-of-their-word
be perfected; -let the Catholic

voice in its diocesan interpreta-

tion be spread in every diocese,
in every parish, in every asseci-

ation, in every family; let the-

federation of your well-deserv-
ing weekly papers be a close
bond; let the tone of Catholic
life be strengthened throughout
the nation by the merit of these
papers!

We extend our apostolic bless-

ing to those who promote, those
___who direct, lhose who write, .

spread, read and aid these
valued weeklies.

the world H'e' gave His Son’

authority (of the Church) as
participants and aware of its
charitable. concern for all man-
kind and as willing instruments,
capable of making its irradia-
tion more and more active and
vast in the world.

We feel certain that these

L. ——words—will—find- in you a pro-
=l and thoughtful echo, W&

are touched by the thought of
all you do and will still do in
complete compliance with gén-
érosity and Tove.

May our prayer and our
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_apostolic blessing be of encour:

agement to you in this. We
[impart it to you from our heart,
including in a single throb of
paternal benevolence all mem-
bers of the Society of Charity
who are active in Italy and all
-those who find in them a sen-
sibility of words and works, an
_earnest  solicitude and the ex-
ample of a fdifh lived and im-
pelling. )




