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A Humble ChUrch .
Is Like lts Lord
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because her children are not to priests, the Religious, mis-
sionaries and Ch,rist(i)an married .

couples?

Following is a translation of word sign in our doctrine is a
an address given in Italian by key word and is polyvalent. exemplary and do not live. as
Pope Paul VI at a general audi- " N ” -, true Christians.

. ence in St. Peter’s Basilica Oct. You know how the sacramen- However, we can be content ‘
TTTT1919880) e - e ~—{al-doctrine-is-based--on-it;-the . with-making-twopoints:..first, .. What-a~responsibility-this—is;———~Fherefore 4l "6f "\~ afe in< "~ -

Jll_“iz_eg by everyone (cf. Matt. 13,
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(Following-is a translation of
the Italian talk on *‘the humble 3
Church” given by Pope Paul VI
’ of Aug. 10, 1966.)

limitatiens, its own failings, its
own need of God’s mercy and
the forgiveness of men.

Yés, this " is also ¥ pemni
Church, one which preaches and
practices penitence; one which
does not hide its own failings

Wrut deplores them; one which
willingry identifies itsélf with a
sinning humanity in order that
from a consciousness of a com-
mon misery the Church might
draw a deeper sorrow for sin, a
more urgent plea for divine
mercy and a more humblestrust
in tnhe_salvation for which men

Beloved ~sons and daughters,
seeing® ourselves surrounded ‘as
at: this moment--by—-many un-
known faces, thinking that many
6f-the persons present meet us
for the first.time and know of "
this central See of the Church
only.. the pieture of .this audi-
ence, and recalling how easy it~
is for a transient visitor, & hur-.
ried tourist or a hasty observer hope,
to judge by curious and often R :
insignificun%hdctails the enlire The Church is humble not
ecclesiastical world, jts mission, 01’_]3;‘)"-‘“" rank and file of the,,
its morality and its religion, a fait fu‘f,. bui also dnd above.all

T "7 “doubl arises in our heart as to —itthe-highest-ranks of the-hier——
- the good, edifying and happy archy, wh1ch~1n the rgallzgt?on
nature of the impression which and exercise. of its life-giving
this meeting will leave in the ‘}‘1‘;?{ (‘:}Ogira;::‘;lg)lg’ggers on be-
h»ear't_.s of our ylsltors. . that it must use them for the

WHAT IMAGE, what concept edification and service of souls.
of the Church and of the Pope This is true at the hghest level,
will they remember about this that of Peter, who defines him-

moment? self ‘as the "“Servant of God"” and
who feels more than anyone
else the disproportion between
the mission he has received
from Christ and his-own weak-
ness and unworthiness, always
recalling the exclamation of the
Apostle fisherman: “Exi a me,
quia homo peccator sum,
Domine” (Depart from me,
Lord, for I am a sinner) (Luke,
5, 8).

_And here we have a singular
and stupendous fact, the fact of ~
the holiness and indefectibility
of the Church and of Christ's
representation in i{, even when
churchmen are personally defi-
cient. e Church of Peter en-
joys an assistance from Christ
and a presence of the Holy
Spirit which makes it impos-
- sible for the powers of evil to
~ prevail (cf. Matt. 186, 18). Indeed
the Church in its entirety does
not cease to be loved by Christ
even in the most perilous mo-
ments of its human fragility,
nor does it lose at those times
its instrumental holiness in the
exercise of its pastoral func
tions, but remains always cap-
able of producing sanctity and
salvation “for the building up
of the Body of Christ’ '(Eph. 4,
12).

What judgment, what atti-
tude, spiritual or practical, will
they have regarding Catholic
Rome?

If afterward we think that the
historical visage, the human -
aspect and the external face of
the Roman Church. show evi- .

" dence of many defects, incon-
sistencies and weaknesses, we
then ask ourselves: Will esteem
and empathy toward the Church
itself have increased or, on the
contrarv, lessened in these per-
sons? Will their faith have been
strengthened or, on the con-

trary:~sha P

And ¥ we think of the many
criticisms, suspicions and preju-
dices which the modern menta]- .
ity — not excluding, often, that
of the good and the wise — ha§-
in regard Lo our apostolic office
and to the Church, we ask our-
selves if the welcome, so simple
and brief, which' we extend to

_ those who come here may not be
more apt tg arouse in them feel-
ings of disfavor and of weari-
ness than feeling of empathy
and assent.

True, beloved children, that
the acclamations and signs of
affectionr and devation with
which you greet us assure us of
the goodness of your intentions
and of the faithfulness of your
hearts.

.God’s-action in His Church: 2
thorizes us to make t(')u)%ou. be-
loved sons and daughters, a two-

Nevertheless, we do not want fold recommcndatio,g:
to omit discussing for a mo- ol
ment the supposition that your
impression of this audience and,
generally, of the experience- -
which you may-have of the-life -
of the Church might be nega-
tive, Could it not -happen to
éveryone to have unhappy im-
pressions of the Church?

Endeavor, ﬁ;w the Church
well.-te know it better. This is
~“the first recommendation.
Do not be satisfied with
superficiat 3§, do_
judge the Church only by its
human face and the external
garments it wears. Come to

What, therefore, shall we say know it in the variety, richness

'

Pope Paul and Anglican Archbishop of C

(Following is a translation
of an addréss in Italian by
Pope Paul VI on Oct. 22, 1966,
to the national congress of the
Society of Charity of St. Vin-
cent de Paul in Rome, in which

he said that the history of the. .

Church is summed up .in—the
exercise of Christi charity.)
Beloved daughters, your pres-

affords . us deep

This observatien, which weould € here
take us to the delicate studMsolauon and we are very

grateful to you for.it We
also thank you for your fitial,
delicate thought in wanting the
work of the third congress of
your well-deserving and always
beloved Society of Charity of
St. Vincent de Paul to include
in its program this visit with
the Common.Father, to_recejve

prompted you and which is to
animate all of your congress—
to follow the teachings of the
Second Vatican Ecumenical
Council, to examine carefully
the urgency and the univer-
sality of charitable activity.

This is the subject which
moves your convention, and we
want at once to express to you
sur pleasure for your signifi-
cant choice.

£l

In fact, ho problem of greater ‘

necessity and wurgency could

have been proposed in the im- -

passioned deéinand which today
stirs all Catholic organfzations
to think back to their own
origins, to review their own
pians, to renew aims for gen-

from him a word of encourage- __ €0uS action;drawing the motive .

ment an € blessing in the
name itself of Christ.

It is our duty to grant to
you this word and blessing,

or-it—from-the—updatin

for by the council and stress-
ing once more the obligation
deriving from the grave tasks
entrusted by the council to all

: their gigantic

anterbury pray together in precedent-setting
rite in-Rome———— -

Charity, Test of True Faith

(John 3, 16) for the salvation
of the world. This charity, ap-
peared in the Grotto of Bethle-
hem and which blazed on the
Cross, has since then flared
high and mightily, and has
changed the world.

The history .of the Church
is suimmed up in this word;
furthermore, the anxiety which

work of study
and applicatien was none other
than charity: a lofty, selfless,
shining love, ifivineible aver and
above all misunderstandings
and distrusts, filled _with
warmth and empathy for man-
kind: in special manner for
those who suffer, for the poor,

the unemployed, the aged, the -

exiled, immigrants, the sick and

0s€ wHho -
out the entire gamut which
today displays the sorrowful
picture of a humanity that lies

A ——

Beloved sons and daughters,
are you acquainted with the fol-
lowing exclamation —' “How
lovely is thy dwelling, O Lord
0 1”—in Psalm § Does

sacrament is in fact not only
“a sign of a sacred thing,” but
holds a particular sanctifying
power (St. Thomas III, 60, 1
and 2). But you also know how

s teFm of sign and sacramen

50 uls___app&—to i

and does it not rise to our lips
at this -moment—and—in—this

hold some impression of the

“beauty of hoty— 2

We are nof speaking at this
point of the monumental and
artistic beauty of this great and
magnificent church; neither do
we refer to the spectacular view
of ‘this. audience, though from

-this view could come the stimu-

lation to think about and to
discover the beauty of the holy
Catholic Church.

HOW DOES this thought arise
in our mind? From the visibility
of the Church.

- rue-Church found

the Lord is visible not only be-

cause it is composed of visible

elements — the faithful, -its
structure, and the life of the-
Christian community, which go

to make up its material aspect

—but above all because it pos- _
sesses an essential visibility of

spiritual treasures which Christ

gave to His Church.

“The Church is visible pre-
cisely as its historical Founder
and principal Head, the Man-
God, was visible” ~(Sé¢heeben,
the Mysteries of Christ, p. 58).

This visibility of what the
Church hides and at the same
time reveals is one of the most .
ineresting, delicate, and sur-
prising aspects of Catholi¢ reli-/
gious life, because the interior
and’ essential visibiuty of the
Church is none other than an
effusion—of its spirituality. -

" The visibility and spirituality
of the Church are two related
quaiities which must not be
separated in the study of the
Church itself, just as they must
not be separated in the life of
Christian people (cf. Journet,
‘L’Eglise 11, 10 ss.).

This mutual response, this
relationship of theirs, is shown
to us ordinarily in two ways:
one, which we may call intui-

tive, shows us the spirituality

of the—inner treasure of the
Church when the exterior, visi-
ble and sensitive covering be-
comes transparent and lets us
perceive and ehjoy something
of the ineffable beauty of the

“. .. the image of the invisible
God” (Col. 1, 15); and now,

T S yasilicaT Do you not perhaps especially. after the council, is

-attributed to the Church.

The council says *“. . .-the
Chiirch is a kind of sacrament
or sign of intimate union with
God, and of the unity of all
mankind. She is also an instru-
ment for the achievement of
such union and unity” (Dog-
matic Constitution on the
Church, 1).

The Church is the sacred sign
which expresses to us and con-
fers on us Christ Himself. Look-
ing at the Church we must see
Christ in it. The material and
temporal visibility of the

e us —

a, spiritual and non-temporal
vision of the Lord. The Church
is not .an opaque screen hut a
transparent membrane” through
which it-is easy for us to put
ourselves in contact with Christ.

__ This penetration of our splrit

by means of the Church be-
comes normal for those who
know and love the Church, for
those¢ who truly belong to the
Church and who participate in
the transcendental _and total
communion that she offers, We
have, easily and happily, some
emotional and spiritual experi-
ence of this path which leads
us to Christ when the Church

shows us some sensibly repre-

sented “mark” of her own: here
is how an assembly such as
this, which gives us some indi-
cation of the un and Catho-
licity of the Church, makes us

= ~——throb—with—singutar —jubitation——

as though we not only knew,
but felt, that Jesus is here, This
occurs at times when we see
the Church in action, particular-
ly during the liturgical celebra-
tion or in the fervent exercise
of charity: here is Jesus.

But-how is it that this trans-
.parency rarely becomes appar-
ent? Rather, how is it that
many péeople regard the Church
as an obstacle, almost an im-
pediment, not to say, an out-
right deformation of Christ?

- It is well known how much
the adversaries of the Church
have written on this topic; also
how many individuals find ‘it
difficult to discover in the con-

the Church appears obscure
and not unlike merely human
things to- those who look at her
only from the outside, to those
who do not know her, to those
Who do not wish to recognize
in her a transcendent secret of
her own.

what great guilt is sometimes
incurred by. those children . of
the Church who do not reflect
the Ghurch’s spirituality and
sanctity and who are not “signs”
of Christ! ’

Do you know that the council

R applied the designation of.
Second, the Church in some “sign” to all the people of God,

moments and in.some aspects
of hers is not beautiful, is not
a splendid thing, does not make
herself significant and audible

to all the faithful? And that all
have the obligation of “witness.
ing"” to Christ? That the coun-
cil applied such a designation
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vited to recognize and extol

, in the Church the sign and

beauty of Christ; all of us are
bound to share with our au-
hen h : p_in-giving
to the Church a more vital and
operative capacity to radiate

the saving and sanctifying splen-

dor of Christ————__ "
This" exhortation is also for
you, beloved children; we wish

to aid you -toward-such_a. voca
tion with our. apostolic blessing.

Popé Paul with African priests, nuns, lay people.
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An Appeal for World Peate :

(Continued from Page 1A)

and love have not been further
ed sufficiently; even yet there
are differences and conflicts
threatening the stability of life
in cormmon in civil society.

To obtain this stability tem-
poral interests are.an inadequate
driving force; so is human wis-

ﬁiysew‘of‘ﬁghtmdﬂrwﬁch——rmmfmm—whieh%heehuwh*——domﬂrmyom are needed

is proper to the Mystical Body
of Christ. And it is-through this
means that art, when it pos-
sesses the genius of the sacred,
and when it is truly art, when,
in other words, it offers its

presents herself, some consol-
ing and shining Christian radia-
tion.

We read a witnessing of our '

times: it is a soul still not bap-
tized that tells its aversion to

magic—mimstry —expressive of " {pe Chureh~ . the shabbi-
s :

which is sensible, places itself
in regal service to the faith.
This is why Catholicism has

h—is—spirituatinm—t .

t——Tessor thedevourpractices-ha " one waits in hope that
the musty smell of poorly aired . But meanwhile the world's both sides may-extend the trice

places. And then, the external

that transcend this world—those .

of religiort, indeed of the Chris
tian religion, indeed of the
TChristian religion which alone
has the supreme strength that
can overcome the shortcomings
of mankind. )

attention, and ours too,-is con-
centrated on the state of war

catastrophe would be set at rest.
the honor of the contending par-
ties would be safe, hope and
peace would flourish once again
in the world and mankind’s ap-
preciation of its great duty of
universal brotherhood would
have taken a happy step for-
ward. -

The truce that both sides have
generously and spontaneously
announced for this coming
Christmas has filled the weorld
with admiration and joy. We
ourselves want to express once
again our satisfaction and our
praise.

and that from the suspension of
hostilities it may be possible to

And with these aspirations
for peace, which we would wish
to be promises of further and
greater progress in the forma-
tion of an awareness of brother-
hood among men, we send our
Christmas goecd wishes to the

“'people of Vietnam, and then to

all the peoples of the earth, and
to all international organizations

- for the promotion of concord

and progress among nations.

Very special best wishes we

“address to young persons, who

are so dear to us, that they may
search for and find the right
paths that will lead them to the
real values of life, and that they
dy learn to give these values
a place of honor in the new
generation.

- to you? Imr some previous audi- because you deserve it for dif- the children of the Church. in need. been_a i And next we greet you, our

and profundity of its many
aspects, in the human-divine

ences we reviewed the glorious
———————-names—that——characterize— -the—-
Church: the Kingdom of God and in the holiness and neces
and the City of God, the House sity of its mission of salvatien.
of God, Fold and Flock of Christ, : <
Spouse of Christ, and so forth. And, in the second place,
though vou may even come
across deficiences and evils in
el the -Church, do not allowthem

of the Church is presented: a ., P o
praying Church, a muissionary ;{q extinguish, but rather to en

e

We likewise named some of the
_ .. _aspects under which the activity

‘ferent reasons: for your chari-

and the program of your life;
for the solicitude that spurs you
not to be content with the com-
mon Christian " profession and
to donate your time and means,
in_fact, all of yourselves, to
the care of the poor:

- table fervor which represents . This, therefore, is-a-necessary
-the emblem of your institution

and urgent subject, but also
equally beautiful and encouraf-

~ ing .and perhaps more suitib

‘than any other to make under-
stood the anxiety that today
stirs the Church in bringing the
answer of truth and the aid of
love to mankind.

——and militant-Ghurch-a-poor-an indle your love for the Church You-deserve—it—furthermore,——lt—is—a—movement—that—de-

suffering Church, and so forth. even more.
. We will now say to you that
there is another aspect of the
Church in this world, that of
the humble Church, of the
Church that knows its human

2A

We will repeat the words of
Jgsus: “Blessed is he who is not
scandalized in me” (Matt. 11,
6), but who instcad gives ever
greater fidelity, testimony and
T service to the Church the great-
COURIER-JOURNAL er are the needs which it mani-
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for the time-honored faithful-
ness to the directives of .the
Church which characterizes
your society and which; in so
doing, gives recognition to one
of the genuine characgeristics

of the spirituality of St. Vin- -

cent and of -his religious family.
Such faithfulness takes its
character -today froin the de-
clared intention —- which has

a®

:

scends to man, but one that
draws its origin from the im-
pulse given by God Himself
when, in Christ Man and God,
He bent toward humanity, to
unite it "to Himself " and’ to
restore to it its lost dignity.
Charity! Everything in the
Chiirch is charity: because “God
so loved the world that He
gave "His only Dbegotten Son”

point this out in that shining
assembly, a3 though 160 offer
the symbolic and conclusive
image o e Council work,
when we said:

Y

“We wish rather to note how '

the religion of our Countil has
chiefly been that of echarity;

“nio-one could accuse—it- -of -ir-

religiousness or of lack of faith
in the Gospel because of such
principal orientation, when we

.recall that it 'was Christ Him- .

self who taught us that the
distinctive character of His dis-
ciples is love of fellowmen (cf.
John 13, 35), and when we let
resound ifn our souls the apos-

- (Continued on Page 4A)

devotions to the saints. . .. A
few weeks prior to my Baptism
I still found. it quite painful .

The second way, which. we

- Sponse

might call indicative and intel-
lectual, recalls to us, in re-
to a divine intention,
how all of creation spedks to
us of the Creator (Rom, 1, 20),

_and how in the ecomomy of the
Incarnation ﬁ?_use of an alpha-
to

bet is grante Catholic reli-

-..gious.life, in other words, a

means of expressing itself and
of making itself understood, a
means which is extremely ele-
mentary and identifiable with
common experience, making use
of sensible and familiar things
to iniroduce us into the mysteri-
ous realm of spiritual reality.

q e
~ ThiS is the i

Guardini, The Holy Signs). The

to join such a heterogeneous
collectivity, which carries grave
responsibilities in the course
of history. . . . I knew many
contemptible, amorphous Cath-

- olics, indifferent to the “injus-

tices committed undetr their

very eyes, etc.” (cf. La vie spir.

November, 1965, p. 602).

war that is revealed as typical,
tragic and threatening: for it is
a once an ideological, civil and
military war; the balance be-
tweer thie people involved turns
on it; in it surprise tactics, the
means of warfare used and the

_be—the——Grarient— the ———thatstill- exists—inVietnam, a . __4..nce to nego

At thw friend and promoter of the arts.

Dec. 7 of 1965, we wanted to ‘

faith, the only way of reaching
peace in freedom and justice.
This once again makes plain

_ where the true point of strategy

lies in this sorrowful. paradoxi-
cal situation: in men’s hearts.
Good will holds the key to

damage inflicted are steadily on peace. The difficulty is that the

the-inerease;—and—-it isfof
supreme importance to the

larger nations. )
"It seems to reveal yet another .

How many such denunciatio%ﬁtmuame
could be quoted! as, eve the in-

How Is it then that the
Church does not show her vir-

tue as a sign, her beauty, her -

prerogative of the presence of
Christ? Oh, the answer to this

uld—take a long time! .Even.
the Lord Himself was not recog-

evitable chain of causes “that
brought it on, a causal depend-
ence (as in so0 many other war
histories) on man’s free will: it
would suffice for them to ex-
press their wish, simultaneous- *
ly, on both sides, and the war
would be ended, fear of greater

responsible “authorities of the
twb sides must make use of this

key at the same time. That they =

-should do so with sincere and
concrete actions; should be the

__wondrous event of this Christ-

mas!

Wé would like to think that
this miracle of good will is still
possible; so, respectfully and

fervently, we appeal to both
contending parties and to all
who lend support to either side.

brothers
priests and Religious, and all
the faithful of the People of

» God: - - - -

And to all Chrisﬁanv families,
to all charitable institutions, to
all churches and parishes of the
world, to our-Christian brothers
still separated ‘from us, we ex-

--tend--our hest wishes-for-a-happy—— —

Christmas, in Christ our Saviour
and Lord, in whose most holy
‘name we inipart to all who are
listening to us, and indeed today
to all men, our apostolic bene-
diction. o

Friday, Jan. 27, 1967
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“the cpiscopacy; ————
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