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St. Louis —

——"Don't Try t6 be Sheen'—

[

S =t

o

(RNS) —_ Bishop Sheen of Rochester gives a warm greeting to Msgr.
Edward T. O’Meara of St. Louis who has succeeded him as natlonal direetor of the
Society for the Propagatlon of the Faith. From 1956-60, Msgr. 0’Meara served under
Bishop Sheen as themgency s assistant director in New York. The meetmg between
the two old friends took place. at the St. Loms au'port
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Home from Saigon

He s been shot out of the
sky, he wears the para-

~trooper wings of two

armies, has a chest full of
“honors, has said as many

T as seven Masses onn on€

Sunday —cand now he's

[

. _ St. Louis — (RNS) — Msgr.
Edward T. O'Meara of St. Louis
has been named national direc-
tor of the Society for the Propa-
gation of the Faith, He succeeds
Bishop Fulton J. Sheen of Roch-
estei.” "~ ¢

The appointment was con-
firmed in a letter to Joseph
Cardinal Ritter from Gregory
Cardinal Agagianian, prefect of
.the Sacred Congregation for

be to make up your mlnd not
to try .to be Sheen. He did great

. things during his tenure ‘as na-

tional director, the most im-
. portant being that he put the
missions on~the map.”.

Msgr. O’'Meara had served
four years with Bishop Sheen,
from 1956 to 1960, as_assistant
natidnal director of SPF. He
has been pastor of the St. Louis
Cathedral since March. .

&

Mission Agencys New Chlef

Louis du‘ector of the SPF in
1960, and also ‘supervised the
archdiocesan Papal Volunteers
for Latin America.

He sees his assignment prin-

cipally as one of running the
National office to assure “the

. continuance and development of

the indtitutional Church in the

mission territories.”

“The word ‘mission’ he
said, “is an unhappy designation

___,___._the_Bmpagauon_oLthe Ealth
| Msgr. O'Meara has been di-
rector of the archdiocesan So-
. ciety for the Propagation of the

Falt_h .

“Following Bishop.Sheen will
be- hard,” Msgr. O'Meara told
. the St. Louis Review, archdioce-
san_newspaper, in an interview.
- ‘“The only way to do it would

Bishop Sheen will speak at a
Jéwish temple and at a Baptist
chapel in Rochester—as well as
at Catholic. ¢hurches in the
southern tier of his own Dio-
cese

The Rochester Jewish com-
munity will meet him at Temple
B'rith Kodesh on Elmwood Ave.
Mconday, Jan. 30, at 8:15 p.n.

Heo—is—expected—tosp

ple’s recently completed sanc-
. tuary and then meet informally
i and individually with them in
the Temple’s auditorium.

o 'Unify Week
Draws Throngs

Services in scores df churches
throughout the area of the
Rochester Diocese 'have been
filled with thousands praying
this week for religious unity.

L]

The unify rites drew Catho-
lics and Protestants {o one an-
other’s churches in unprece-
dented numbers to take part

Prayer for Christian Unity.

ing churches are scheduled for
this Sunday. Parish bulletins
should be consulted for time
and place; -

'Too Many'
Unity Rites

London—(RNS)—Ecumenism:
1967 can be evaluated by a note
in a Bristol newspaper.

“We are glad to say that
there are so many activities
being organized in the west
country during the Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity that

it will be quite Jmpossxble to
list them all.”

So reported Contact, an inter-
” denominational journal having
- a circulation of 100,000 in Bris-
tol, considered by many to be

%; - N R

= ' oa . the most ecumenical-minded
o ” . "area of England.

—«i One of the major engage-
= ments of thé "Week” calls for
& John Cardinal Heenan of West-
% minster to 'preach at a united

service of Catholics, Anglicans
and Free Church members in
the historic Free Trade Hall of ™
Mianc ese on Friday;

IF YOU' MOVE . . .
let us know about it so
j we can keep your Courier

coming to you on fime,
— . —Phone or-mail Us notice of
your ' change of address.

Include your old address -

and new address and the
.- name_of your. ponsh

Courier Journal '35 Scio
St., Rochester, N.Y. 14604
Phone 71 6—454-7050

the congregation in the Tem- -

. Mother

in the ‘Jan. 18 to 25 Week of.

Many rites linking nei‘g"hbor-‘

- 99— heacon__light,

R Sifch tho is the Church.— a

Ordainewd in 19486, Msg.

O'Meara first served as assistant -

pastor at St. Louis Cathedral
and then, in 1950, went to Rome
to study at the Angelicum. He
returned to the archdiocese in
1952 and was in parish work
until joining Bishop Sheen's
staff as assistant director in
November, 1956, He became St.

. E’th Kodesh, Colgule—'
- On Bishop's Schedule

R -]

w—-‘g.ishop Sheen is also sched-

uled to take part in and gpeak

at the chapel service at Colgate

Rochester Dlvlnity School

Wednesddy, April 12, at 10:40
a.m.

~ He will make a four day tour
of Catholic churches and insti-
tutions in Elmira, Horseheads
and.Corning, this week Wednes-

and” it will _be changed. It

smacks too much” of religious
colonialism -at-a-time-whenthe—--

principal aim of the Socléty is
to foster a_ native pastoral
clergy.” .

Msgr. O'Meara said .that one-
fourth of all contributjons to
the Socicty goes for this work,
considered important because a
native clergy is “‘obviously the
thing which assures the continu-

ity of the Church in the area-

that is now considered mission
territory.”

“This does not say that the
Church is unconcerned with the

“poor of these lands, with their

happiness and with improving
thelr lot” he said “Obvlously,
the Chureh” 15~ interested
these—things, but it is equally
obvious that the Church cannot
render these services before it
exists.”

day through Saturday, Jan. 25

During this southern tier tour
he will visit St. Joseph's Hos-
pital, the Dominican nuns mdn-
astery in Elmira, the Benedic-

- —-—-tine monks. at Mount Saviour

and the Elmira Reformatory.
He will also attend the Elmira
‘Community Chest dinner at the
Mark Twain Hotel Wednesday
evening.

His schedule of parish visits
includes: Wednesday — Enroute
to Elmira, visit St. Mary Our
Church, Horseheads;
Thursday—Mass at St. John-the
Baptist Church, Elmira, noon;
Mass at St. Mary's Church, 8
p.m.; Friday—Mass at St. Pal-
rick's Church, 8 p.m.; Saturday
~—Mass at St. Vincent de Pall
Church, Corning, 10 a.m.

Vocation Gains

Chicago —(NC)— Serra Club
members in the Philippines are
bent on inspiring a new breed
of seminarians to overcome a
priest shortage and the frustra-
tion which stems from an apa-
thetic laity there, an official. of
the international organization
said here.

m .

acK homeé for at least two
or three years.-

He’s worn -a chaplain’s
uniform since 1947 and
would like to see a sizeable
number of younger priests
don the uniform too.

This is Father Gerard I,
Gefell, a priest of the:-Roches
ter Diocese, who's on the way -
to being a full Colonel,. one of
22 Army chaplains selected out

of 98 ‘candidates for advance
ment from his present Lieuten-
ant Colonel rank.

st before he left Vietnam

in mid-December he was en-
rolled in the Legion of Merit
“for | outstandm excellence m -

(Father Freemeyser, he wears
two collars, iee page seven.)

-

performance of duty wunder’
fire.” An inch long maroon and
white ribbon tops close to a
dozen other ribbons and awards.

He is one of a very few .

priests to wear the paratrooper
y wings of two armies — the

United States and South Viet-

nam.. He gained the first set,
with its pliyer star, for makin
well-aver. 108 Jupsowith U8,
troops on battl!mke mmeuvene
But his second set of wings,
with a gold star, Is for one
jump — and he admits “I was
scared to death” — with Viet-

. namese troops into Viet Cong
territory.

His record ¢redits him with
-over -215-hours in-the aiF dn his
year in Vietnam, a total com-
parable to some combnt pilots.

How did he build up such a
record?

“I'd usually say two Masses
each Sunday -in Saigon for
troops there then get a helicop-
ter Tide down to the délta area
— the area you're reading so
much about these days in the

John A. Donahue of Chicago,
assistant executive director of
the organization of business and
professional men dedicated to
fostering vocations to religious
life, said: “The Philippines
offer a great harvest for a
Christian. revolution based on
implementation of Vatican
Council II decrees.”

swamps only five feet above the
reeds and I'd go to about five
different troop locations and
say Mass at each one, Father
Gefell” explained.

He said it was on one such
flight that VC snlper fire hit
the helicopter and “we were
down for three hours in VC

P
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__Shot Ouiefihe

e e e

Father Gerard Gefell made his chaplain’s rounds In Vietnam in helicopter — and was
shot down by Viet Cong ground fire but a rescue crew pulled-him out of Communist in-
fested area. '

territory R(‘zmo er choppcr
came along and got

He was also under Viet Cong

newspapers. We'd—go_overthe —— ¢4, when e went out to-the

Baton Rouge Victory freighter
sunk by a VC mine in the Long
Tau River near Saigon. Father

. Gefell ind two other chaplaims
went to the scene of the sink-
ing to be on hand for last rites
as victims. were extricated from
the wrecked: ship. -

He siid- chaplains—prefer to

be with—the-troops in combat
arcas rather than behind the
lineg— although in Vietnam

He wribed how he had to
walk abou s mile each
morning from% sidence to
the chapel where aid Mass

in Saigon. “And I di
what minute some sniper w

* open fire or I'd step on u min
There's an average of 17 inci-
dents like that each day in just
that one city."”
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The Church: Sign of the Times

People of God, A ‘People on a Journey

By REV ALBERT SHAMON

The Church is the sign of
God's presence among men.
This sigh consists in a people
of God — a people called to
God by Christ, a people made-
one by the same divine life, a
people manifesting this basic
inner unity by a “love that
reaches up to God and out to
all. ) )

The-Church is-atight of reve-
lation to the world.

The story is told of a heroic
mother who sacrificed her
home and all her possessions
to save her hushband and sons.
They  were fishermen on the
tempestuous North' Sea. One
might father and sons - were
cadgl;t in a fierce storm.

No stars were visible to
guide them to shore. Without a
shipwreck and
drowning were inevitable. The
anxious mcter on shore intui-
tively sensed the ‘need of her
loved ones. Bravely and -desper= -

ately, she set fire to her home
and all her belongings. By its
blazing " light, she drew ﬂ:em
1o the__shores of - safely.. .

brightly blazing beacon becom-
ing all mankind to the harbor

of truth and life. -

However in thinking of the
Church as a sign, we are liable

to reduce her role to.a purely -

passive -one. There. is. possible. -

the danger of likening her to a
signpost that guides the way
for others without taking a step
itsell.

Is the Church of God so inert

- St.

— a sign that is nleant to stand
still and wait till all the nations
ecome to her?

We all know - better.
was Christ’s last command to

uGo "

Father Albert Shamon is pastor. of
Patrick's Church, Victor,
widely known as an author and lec-
turer on theological topics. ,In this
series of articles he e x pla insin
popular terms the documents of the
Vatican Council . -~

and

@

the much less emphatic ‘The

poor.in _spirit are blegsed”:

WHAT HAS THIS to do with
the Church? Much -

hls—ehurchrJ‘go— teach—slt==————"The second - éﬁ'ﬁf&Tf‘n"th_'

tions.” And that *go” was more
than a wish or a mere counsel;
it was a positive command.

The Church is by her very
nature missicnary. For the
sign that is the Church is peo-
ple. The Church is the people
of God and people are alive,
living beings; life denotes ac-
tivity. But before treating of
the activity of the Church, let
us consider first. that happy
title the Council used to desig-

- mte* he‘r “the people of God-" -

To. write effectlvely empha-
sis is all important. To empha- -

size nothing in speaking is the ——ha

technique of dead-pan come-
dians. Lack of emphasis is
equally ludicrous in  writing
One of the best ways to sgcure

_emphasis_ is_by_ posltlon. How

much more forceful * Christ”
made the beatitudes by revers
ing the_ normal
words. He said: ‘Blessed are
the poor in spirit” mstead of

position of

Constitution.on the Chuurch is
the one titled “The People of
God.” In other words, the pco-
ple won second place, got in
before the hierarchy. The order
might have been -— the nature
of the Church (chapter 1); the

__.__hierarchy (chapter 2); and the

people. of God (chapter 3). In
fact that had ‘been the wsual
order in the theology manuals
since’ the Reformation. Even
the first draft of the document
on the Church, rejected by the
" Council Fathers followed “this

1 order.

“structure of the Church. In re-
buttal, the Church had natural-
ly stressed its visible,.structural
nature; and, just as- naturally
~ (as_nearly always happens in

an argument) overstréised this

-‘side of the Church

To alter this order deliber-
ately indicates that the Coun-

©~ méan the samé 1hing, but con-’

cil Fathers wanted (o present-

a concept of the Church more
in keeping with history, with
the Bible, and with its dcumen-
ical aims.

Historically, people dlways
came before the distribution of
offices; they are the quarry
from which .those in offlce are
hewn. . -

Thus Christ's call sounded
first to. the people of Israel
From the remnant that respand-
~ed, He ehose His disciples.
From these, the Tweive. From
the Twielve, He chase the Rock
— Peter, — to be their head.
Later, He made these twelve
apostles, endowed with author-
ity from on high, to be wit-
nesses of His resurrection .to
the ends of the carth. More
over, the functiori of authority

is {o serve — and’ service with. *

out people to be served i
meaningless. So whichever way
we look at office, historically

or functicnally, the people
come first. ‘
Biblically, this expression

“the People of God'" relates the
Church to Israel. In-word usage,
teachers
the denotation and connotation
of words. The denotation of a

distinguish Dbetwzen

Detroit Girds
For Battle
On Poverty

Detroit —(NC)— Archbishop
John F. Dearden of Detroit has
established an  archdlocesan:
community affasirs department
to coordinate and extend exist
ing Catholic drives against pov-
erty and discrlminallon.

Edward J. Roblnxon. 33, an
influstrial  persennel- -specialist
who just completed a term- as
a Michigan state senator, way
named head of the new doparl-
ment.

Included in - the new -depart
ment will be an existing human
relations division tg combat dis.
crimination, —a poverty program
which will be merged into a
new human resgurces division,
and a new housing and urban
development (llvu.mn

According 1o the me'ullw-
director of the new departiment,
ity ohject will be "o represent
the people of the archdiocese
to government, industry, labor,
other religions, minority groups
and the general  public on mal
ters relating -to the general
welfare,

Free in Congo

o~

v .
FATHER GEFELL s
thoroughly convinced that Car-
dinal Spellman was right in
d al U.S. victory -
can bring true peace there.

“Frankly I can’'t understand
why so. many Americans can'(
see the Communist element in
lhlq whole aﬂ'nlr ’l‘he Vlel Cong

Ish lf support from North Viet-
nam would stop. They're a ban-
dit élement out to deprive.the
Soulth Vietnamese people of
eedom and peace.”

Father Gefell insisted, “This
is no civil war, The Viet Cong
aren't like our Civil War Con-
federates at all.”

The new English - language
liturgy wnrks well, he sald, “In
the Army you get used to doing

‘what you're told—so—we've- had

no arguments at all over there.”

He said chaplains have new,
light-weight Mass kits with
aluminum_chalices and camou- .
fiaged chasubles.

One chaplain, he said, named
Father , Francis , Kovacic from
Mobile, Alabama, was saying
Masg§ for troops at a forward
position when, at consecration
time, Viet Cong snipers opened
fire.- The priest, .it was reported; -
in very explicit terms told his

T
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its_strict dictjonary Kinshus

The 16m century Reformers wo
archia definition; whercas the conno-

tation fs its suggestive power.

™Some words mean more than
what they say Iterally. For in-
stance  ‘‘vision” and “sight”

- note a world of diffcrence. A
man rmay call -his ‘wife a” “vis-
jon”. But let him not dare call
. (Continued on Page 2)
l , .
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Pierre Snoeka a Boll,lun and
two Congolese BrotHbrs, all
_members of the Congregation of
the Priests of the Sacred Hcart,
have been liberated by the Con-
golese Natignal Army.

Father
of the Simba rebels since Aug
21; 1966, was freed |fatc
December,

2

Snoeckx, a prisoncr’

-y - ,“_\wﬁm m.e?u I"ﬁbkﬁd’r‘“" — e

Tiitle congregation 10 gel down
low — they had been standing
— and he finished the Mass
kneeling.

One of the Gls later quip-
ped, "It took VC fire to get a
priest on his knees!"” ' 4

Father Gefell now heads for
a desk job for an expected
three years at the office of the
Chief of Chaplains in Washing-
ton. He has a twin brother, also.
a priest, also up for Colonel
rank, who is a chaplain in Ger.

many. The two spent Christmas
together and Father Thomas
lLemhard. who is studying in
Rome, came up to Goeppingen,
near Stuttgart, for the mid-
night Mass for Gls there.

One of Father Gefell's ¢hie ®
chores in Washington will ‘
to fill the_sadly -vacant chap:
lain's spots around the world

ietnam.  gets prlorlty, ‘he
<aid, “but there are vacancies
in American and_overséas mili-
tary bases where we need far
more Catholic prlests lhan ares
presently volimteermg

————

“Ng, you're too old!' he re

plied. ’ }

—-Father Héury A. Atwell
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