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" with God, and of the unity of

all mankinds ™ _ .

o

——She defined tire-Church-as- a|
sign. Again -a biblical term —
-“A great sign a ppeared in
heaven” (Apoc. 12:1)~ Now a
sign is something we can_see
that tells us about something
we canndt sce — thus smoke is

a sign of fire. And what is._the}

" Church the sign of? It is the
sign of the presence of God in

the world ‘todoy.

In what does this sign consist
that makes the presence of God
vsible to the world? The answer

- is — the people- called by the
Son of God and made one with
God the Father—and-with each
.other-through-the Jove poured
into thewr hearts by God the
Holy Spirit. “The Church shines
forth as ‘a people made one
with thé unity »f thé "Father,

_the Son, and'the Holy Spirit'.”

them as His Father had in the
shekinah among the Israel of
old. So on the night before He
died Hé gave them the sign of
His presence — the Eucharist.
On that~same night, He prom-
ised to give them even more!
For this- reason, He passed
through the “red sea” of His
death -and, having. hroken the
{imitations of His humanity, He
acted in the fullness of His
divinity, as™ fFue Sy~ of "God;,
and sent” the Holy Spint to
-Gwell-not-only—in-this-eomnmiun-
ity of the Church hut “within
each person of the community.
He did this privately on the
first Easter when He breathed
upon them; and He did it pub-

Spirit? To unify God's people
by giving them divine life in
baptism, and to make visible
this iriner unity by giving them
rdivine -love: for—God—and—each]
other, a divine Tove nourished
'by the Holy Eucharist. As 2
body with all its variouds parts
géte .unity- through the life
the soul pours into it, so this
“body”, this many people who
tonstitute the Church, beeomes
one body, “a communion of

And why did He send the A

4

-
cil was.to shift the focus from

the activities of the Church to
the Person who “acts in the

_The Sacrament of Mankind's Unity

: .-
Thus by -calling the Church a
“kind of a sacramen{ or a
sign” and not the Mystical
Bady of Christ, the Council has
caused the biblical notion of

“the-Ghurch-as -Body. .of  Christ/

16 einergemore “clearly. Body
can be viewed dynamically or
ontologically. Dynamically, as
the instrument of the activities
of a person; ontologically, as
the sign _of the presence of the

used the word “body” in this

baptism. As a body is the sign
of the presence of a person, s
this “body"” becornes the visible
sign of God's presence on earth
through the love that welds all

liely on Pentecost Sunday ‘when

upon them. . . _

He rained down tongues of fire its members into a ‘commrunity]
- ave.

| pen

Isaints,.through the lifc poured Yatter—sense: “‘Should a _body|
info it by the Holy Spirit—m emert o body*~— should “some-

body meet somebody, a person
another person. The function of
the'body is not just“to be ‘the
instrument of the actions of a

4

person who acts. Robert BUIMS]

person, bul first to make the to do. To get¥men, who cannot
sorr—irimseH—“present—Fhe—even—agree—on—polities—united
_great—aehigvememmhé_Counion_tthe..;mos,f’ difficult thing in

[Church, from what -the CHifch]
does to whal the Church is —
the body that makes Christ
present in the contemporary
world. . ... .. - ... )

This was the sign thét drew
men. to the Church_in the first

| “What i tiemendous oblifa-

the ‘world — religion; to get
men loving each other, even
when there are not ties of.fam-

are xﬁy disciples.” No wonder
St. Paul thundered, “If I-haye
faith strong.enough to, move

ily, maAtinalify, or race:_then
there is somethifig mor2 hére
than rmeels thé eye—truly God
i$ here! ° s )

tion this throws on all of us:
the function of the Church is

centuries. It was not the liturgy.
The liturgy .was a closed .door
to all but Catholics (arcama dis-
ciplina). Pagans could know the
Church only through her peo-
ple — the people of God. When
[they saw, as St. Luke tells us,
“how they were togeher, were
of one heart and.scul, had all]
things in common” (Acls 2:44;

[ished by “the Sacrament of|

primaxily-to—be-—-a—sign—to-the-
world — a sign of God's pres-
ence in the world, a “light of
revelation to the Gentiles.” And
the signis to be the people of
God themselvgs: you and I —
to be thelightdf the world and
the salt of the earth by the
love that unités Us, leve nour-|

4:32), they exclaimed: “See,
how these Christians love one
another.” They rightly conclud-
ed, this is not the human thing

Lave, —the-BEucharist——
"No woder Christ spoke so
vehemently of’love. No-wonder
He gave His followers only one
law —- the law of love: “By this!
shall all men. know that you

Thakes ‘God'spresence -less—visi-

|does not 'prevail, -it is because

I fienisin the Council-gave as-one

mountains and have not love,
it profits me nothing.” No won-
der the Apostles and the Fath-
ers of the Church abhorred

heresy, unkindness, hatred, edis-| "

cord, dissension—anything that
disunites! For disunity in the
Church tears down the sign,

ble to the world and thus im-
pedes the spread. of the king
dom of Ged. “If men of good
will are the overwhelming ma-
jority in the world,” said Pope
Pius XII, “and that good will

3

creature.” Rightly has. disunity

P
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been called *“the sixth wound of

Christ: == L

The Council, therefdre, utter- -
ed no condermpation, no mathe.
mas, for judgmeni and con-

demnation do not befit the -as-
sembly -of-love~A.womap can-

not hate, especially a mother.
What is true .of. the 'mother
must be true of the child. The

child cannot hate. It does mot -

befit any member of {he as
sembly of love to let ewn the
shred of an unkind thought or

power is dissipated through dis-
unity.” In its decree on Ecu-

of the basic motives for unity
the fact that “discord .. .. pro-
vides a .stumbling block to the
world, and inflicts damage on
the most hely eause of proclaim-
ing the : goed news to every

judgment ox ‘woxrd IIif acToss

mind _or lips. Hatred is the

roomr—the—wéman--stan

whereas love is the sun that
adorns her, making the sign of
God's presence -shine--more

brightly over the face of the -

Church and drawing all men to
her. P

T
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_ .And so, the sign of His pres

- —w—--———with this people; for He had

. to the Gentiles.”

This is the visible sign of God's
presence in the world: a peo-
ple of God,.a people called by
-~ God, a people united to God, a
‘people united by God to each
other-For-afier-all-God-isTove]
and God's life is a community
of life'— a community of thiree
Persons united by divine love.

ence must needs. he a commun-
ity like that of the . Trinity.
Hencé a community of love.
Hence the great sign that ap-
peared in heaven is likened to
a woman, for wornan is not only
*earth's loveliest ereature;. -but

<d with'love,

Thys when God firs} wanted
to make His presence visible on
earth, He called -together a peo-
ple — the chosen people. - The
very word ‘“church” means
“those called together.” (If we
trace the. word back by way of
the Roman ce languages,
“church” comes from cglise,
chiesa, which comes from the
Latin ecclesia, which
comes from the Greek ekklesia,
which is derived from two
Greek “words meaning “to call
together.” Thus the people of
God in the-0ld Testament are
also called ‘“‘the church of God"
of Qahal.) He made a covenant

chosen them, not for privilege,
~-but-for_mission. He gave them

a job to do: they were lo be|

witnesses of God’s presence to
the nations; in the words of
Simeon, "a light of revelation

They were not. So God sent
His Son. The Son “called to-
gether” Israel first of all out
of deference for her hallowed
past. But -Israel would -ngt
hearken to Illis voice. Jesus}
Himself comphined ‘that it was
like trying to put new wine-into

- old wineskins. So He

3
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- Father Naab

- being built in Auburn would

started|-
from scratch: not from Jewish
officialdom; -but--from a tiny
remnant, the God-fearing lowly

{le—creatureon—earth—most£ill: |
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ones—the anawim. From thesel

He gathered together a smuall
group of disciples. Frem theso
disciples He chose the Twelye
—unlettered men.- These would
be the woman’s crown — "A
woman . . . with twelve stars
on her head for a crown He
chose twelve of them, to show
that this tiny community was
going to constitute the New Is.
rael; the true Israel, the new

people of God, the true peopley

of God.

After He had instructed them
He promised to dwell among

Dies in Florida

Father Leonard Naab, a priest
of the Diocese of Newark, who
helped out in this diocese in the
19205 died Tuesday in Holly-
wood, Fla., relatives lhere leam-
ed this week.

Father Naab, 78, was born in
Germany and studied in Italy
‘and - was conversant in seven
languages.

He was pastor of St. Anthony's
Church here for a time and
later of St. Anthony’s, Elmira
from July 1925 to 1927.

Funeral services were held in
Florida.

O~

25 Years Ago

. (From Catholic Courier -
tiles, Jan. 15, 1942)

- Need f&mne\vxhospnal beds in
Rochester, alrcady acute, would
unquestionably increase as the

years go on, Dr. Leo F. Simp-|
- .. -s0n, 8{, Marys Hospital Medical

Staff president, told _campaign-
ers in-the $275,000 drive for a
new hogpital.

New Holy Family rectory
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Father Louis Baumann,
CSSR.,, a nalive of Rochester
and veteran missionary, et
again for his mission post in
Ponta Grosso, Brazil.
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Services in scores
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this week for relig
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this Sunday. Paris
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Prayer for Christiar
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