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Solemn Funeral Mass for Monsignor William Byrne 
fas-o*fer»cr*raayr.^ 
J. Sheen in Immaculate Conception Church, Ithaca. 

Monsignor Byrne died unexpectedly in St. Ann's 
Home, Rochester, on Jan. 4, 1967. He was 84. _ _ 

Born in Victor on August 3, 
1882, the son of William Byrne 
and A n n a Dunn, Monsignor 
Byrne was oratffiiettToTKeTMy 
Priesthood on June 8S 1907. 

— H e a t t e n d e d Victor High 
School arid St. Andrew's Serais 
ary and made his theological 
studies at St. Bernard's Semin 
ary. 

His first assignment was to 
the faculty of St. Bernard's 
Seminary on June 19, 1907. He 
was named assistant pastor of 
St. Felix Church, Clifton Springs 

maculate Conception Church. 
iHe was appointed bean of Tomp
kins and T i o g a Counties on 
April 6, 1954 by Bishop Kear-
-nejiu— 

Steady progress marked Mon
signor Byrne's long pastorate in 
the historic century-old Ithaca 
parish. ' " 

In J)is_early years as pastor 
he undertook and carried, out 
plans for the .improvement and 
expansion of the parish's Cal
vary Cemetery. 

-plete redecoration of the inter
ior of the church and erection 
of new Stations of the Cross 
were completed in 1944. 

Following a fire in 1914 which 
destroyed the original.p a r is h 
-school -whig, Monsignor Byrne 
launched a fund drive which 
raised $161,150 for the erection 
of a new 10-rpom school. The 

lern—-SGhoot-was—oj 
1949. 

In an unique venture to bring 
the Faith to the isolated groups 
living in the far-flung areas of 
Tompkins C o u n t y, Monsignor 
Byrne in 1951 began what he 
c a l L e d an "apostolate on 
wheels." Under the program, 
missionary Sisters (The Mission 
Helpers of the Sacred Heart) 
brought to the parish by Mon
signor Byrne, travelled in a sta
tion wagon to the rural sections 
of Tompkins County. 

Monsiguor Byrne and the Sis
ters established mission centers, 
mostly in private homes, fqr 
catechetical instruction in six 
rural villages of the parish. At 
the same time Mass was offer-

Nuns Rehearse for April Concerts X 

_ kotos show mins at feh&arsalo Sister Vincent 
4 S t ^ f ^ r ^ ^ n ! m ^ r a 1 n Ul" J o s e p h anwualjoinniin^ . The choral who will beilrumReJLsQlQisl; two nuns Who arB_sister.!L 
T n ^ e ^ h u T c h ^ ^ TWSisteTS whrrteach, nurse, dr —Sister Agnes James of St.Joseph's Villa and Sister 

do other works in and around Rochester. Directed by ~~ . . . - . - . • 
Sister Claudia, head of the Music ̂ Department at St. 
Agnes High School, the Sisters scored a great success 
last spring-irrtheiP first public performances. 

aa3ii^lti!aca-4oJts-^)ut=«f4^ 

Terance of the Motherhouse, and, at the piano. Sister 
Agnes Louise of Nazareth Academy. : -* 

The Concert will once again tour the Diocese,' 

fornxahce dates are_^s.follQws: April 15r 4^nwlthaca 
College, Ithaca; 8 p.m., Notre Dame High School, El: 

mira; April 16, 4 p.m., De Sales High, Geneva; 8 p.m., 
East High, Auburn; April 22, 2 p.m. and 8:15 p.m., St. 
"Agnes High, Rochester; April 23, 3 p.m. and 8 p.m., 
also at St. Agnes High School. ^ 

A Letter to a Lady 
"SS^lSay^Dmrt-Be Bitter' 

This lettpr is addressed t o the 
lay catechist from Hilton who 
has been labeled a "heretic". 
With "that in mind I am writing 
my feelngs and those of other 
persons who will sigh this letter. 

My dear Catechist — first of 
all, thank you for being inter
ested enough in Christ and his 
message to take the timefo in
struct the young ones. I do not 
know you, but I bet you " have 
many children, an excellent 
n e i g h b o r and someone • the 
Church can depend on for cakes, 
time and good representation. 
Because I loo am a catechist, I 
realize just how inadequate one 
does feel to assume this great 

sft-fnr-fhp-ffrgi-ttnm- iiy <hpj^a-re^n^Uity~ofadeliverin£LJhe 
villages. *" •_ message of the Church. How

ever, we realize, don't we, thrit 
when we enter a classroom, we 
are not alone — thafthe Holy 
Spirit is there to guide us and 
help us fulfill our Christian vo-
caton, 

on, Sept. 12, 1908; assistant pas
tor of Immaculate Conception 
-Church, Ithaca, July 10, 1909 

-and" of Corpus Christi, Hach£& 
ter in November 1914. 

First Pastorate for Monsignor 
Byrne was that of St Mary of 
the.>Lake,,,QntarJLoJ andj.ghurfih 
of the Ephipnany, Sodus, ap
pointment effective Sept. 27, 
1917. 

In 1925 he resigned to be
come president of Aquinas In
stitute, C a t h o l i c boys' high 

Tchoohof-the-d4oeeser41e-was-ap=. 
pointed pastor of Immaculate 
Conception Church, Ithaca on 
Jan. 7, 1928. 

Pope Pius XIL elevated him 
to the rank of domestic prelate 
with the title Right Reverend 
Monsignor in June of 1952. 

Monsignor Byrne was signal
ly honored by Bishops, priests, 
parishioners and children oh 
his polden Jubilee in June, 
1957. 

• More than 28 years of the 50 
were in Ithaca as pastor of Im-

To meet the growing need for 
expansion of parish facilities, 
Monsignor Byrne opened a cam
paign in 1955 for funds to pro
vide a paf?s"h school addition, 
renovation of the church sanc
tuary and appointments, and the 
expansion of the Mission Help
ers convent. In this- Campaign 
the goal of $200,000 was over
subscribed by $35,000. 

^Auxiliary -Bishop Lawrence B. 
C a s e y attended Monsignor 
Byrne's Golden Jubilee Mass 
Sunday, June 2-. 1957. In his ser
mon Bishop Casey highly com
mended the Ithaca pastor and 
read a letter from Bishop Kear
ney which said: "These have 
been years of unselfish conse
cration to a great ideal and of 
tireless labors for the welfare 
of souls.*" 

esttfes'a -spiritual bouquet 
given by the children of Im
maculate Conception S c h o o l , 
taonsignoT Byrne was also hon
ored by the approximately 350 
Catholic public school children 
in the area. These children re
ceived Holy Communiorf as a 
special tribute to him and dur
ing the Mass recited prayers in 
unison and sang hymns. 

Monsignor Byrne because of 
failing health was appointed pas
tor emeritus in January 1960 
and" took up residence in St. 
Ann's Home. 

And it begins before you enter 

So deaf friend, what do you 
do now? Please don't be bitter 
don't ever let any one individual 
destroy what was' given to you 
at baptism — your Christian vo
cation to be "another Christ" 
today in-your town. We all know 
you must be crushed and hurt 

*A£2S iCoULD (JRoSS NCW BREED 
WITH TUG 

THouGHTKHi 

allow-

Wasn't life much simpler in the old days? 

?SL _ L _ 
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Dr. Lalonde 
Off to Africa, 
Trip No. 12 

Dr. Paul S. Lalonde, Roches
ter nentist, left Tuesday, Jan. 
10,. for his twelfth annual crii 
sade a g a t n-s t 
in Africa., 

toothaches in 

Holding to the twelve theme 
that "it's cheaper by the dozen" 
he preceded his departure by 
shipping twelve x-ray units and 
twelve sterilizers plus close to 
9 tons of medical andT dental 
supplies to mission clinics in 
central Africa. 

He plans to aid ;nuns of the 
Medical Missionaries of Mary in' 
iheir works of mercy in Nigeria, 
Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda. 

He said at the Courier that 
"the scope and size" of the de
velopment of the nuns' healing 
apostolate is "simply unbeliev
able." 

"Thank God, yve haven't any 
major p r o b l e m s - ^ - except 
money," he saidT out cbntribu-

but we are not the only ones 
who have thought of you and 

the classroom — as you prepare prayed for you over this past 
your lesson—what to teach, how weekend. And from past experi-
to reach this age group— how| ence we do know that you are | l o n s t o t h e n u r t s n a v e stea<iily 
to make Christ a living daily in this predicament because j n c r e a s e c i over the past several 
Friend — not just a "Sunday- God wants you to be — you are y e a r s Donations may still be 
fill - up - one - hour- God." To-, still doing His will — and he m a d p h e explained, through the 
day this is more ^difficult -than didn't -say it was going -to- be socrety for the Propagation of 
ever because there are differ! easy, did He? We will keep you t n e p a i m . 
ent correct opinions on varJoustiPLQur_Pxayer§ 
subjects. But —I—wonder, 

Beaux Arts Boll 
A dinner dance sponsored bv the Nazareth College Alumnae Association 
will be held at Oak Hill Country Club Saturday, Jan. 21, to benefit the Col
lege's new Art? Center. A "strolling gallery" will be on display during the 
ball featuring artistry of the College's Fine Arts Department. Getting a 
preview are Mrs. J. Mallctfv LOOS, Colleen Kurt?., Mrs. ttobert E, Parker and 
Mrs. Warren G, Urlaiib. Tickets are available from Mrs. John J.' O'Sulltvan 
and Mrs. Donald E. Burke. 

,T ^were. 
yoii given the opportunity to 
give a quiet total explanation of 
whatever it is you said. Or like 
another incident in the 16th 
centu«y were you condemned 
for what you said and no one 
bothered to ask you what you 
MEANT when you said thus . . . 

Is condemnation what we can 
expect if we present another 
point of view (which incidental
ly I am sure you received from 
your CCD course,, extensive 
reading by leading theologians 
in the Catholic Church, Catholic 
magazines and probably one or 
two discussion groups). Please 
note I did not refer to sme 
place where one would logical
ly expect to receive this infor
mation because it is factual that 
it is not being done where it 
should be done first. 

Arid-inclosing-, -thank-ynuJox)! 
your courageous attitude. It 
must be difficult for you but 
please know wc appreciate your 
ability to look at this Church as 
a mother looks at her child, and 
says "1 love you, you are not 
perfect, I love'you." 

—Mrs, Alfred Relnhardt 
Catechist, Spencerport 

—Mrs. Thomas McGarry 
Wife of a Catechist, 

Spencerport 
—Mrs. Walter Shafer 

Mother of a child taking 
CCD. courses in the 
parish; Spencerport 

—Mrs. Donald Andrews 
Catechist, Spencerport 

—Mrs. Donald Stuart 
Catechist, Spencerport 

A Slice for Everyone 
"Will the* desire of religious 
communities to readjust their 
goals in the light of modern 
urban problems' hurt the -future 
of the Catholic schools? 

Many-religi&us women today 
see a change in their vocation 
as teachersrMany feel that they 
are being too circumscribed by 
spending t h e i r professional 
lives in a classroom.- Thojse who 
have.. moved out of the class
room into the' inner cities, into 
the social agencies or onto the 
college campuses, feel a thrill
ing new sense of Christian mis
sion. , " v -

It is not essential to the 
philosophy W Catholic educa
tion to have a nun in each class
room. It is not essential that all 

This is. the third and final portion of highlights of a 
talk given by Monsignor William 1VL Roche, diocesan 
superintendent of schools, this past August.' The en
tire talk is scheduled to be published in America 
magazine. This present summary has been prepared 
for the Courier by members of the Catholic Educa
tional Congress. 

principals of -schools, all per
sons in authority, be religious. 

Cathqlic education will come 
of age when ample opportun
ities are provided for compeFHn 
tent laymen to move, to the very 
top positions. 

The great competition "B"?. 
tween dioceses for the5 services 
of religious teachers has served 
to weaken Catholic education. 
S o m e nuns are assigned to 

classrooms before they hijve 
had a chance to mature in the 
religious fife. The Mother Gen
eral should meet regularly with 
the Ordinaries of the dioceses 

. which the community works. 
Out of these discussions should 
come general agreement wh«;h 
will Reduce tr£ejsensel«>scom-
petition^^pfMehtTy"exists iff 
many areas. 

The Diocesan Superintendent 
of Education (not to be confus

ed with Director of Religious 
Education) must have the re
sponsibility, \as well as the au
thority, to see to the quality, of 
Catholic education, across the 
diocese. He must appoint princi
pals, assign teacher.*, and con
trol curriculum. His prime con 
Werathm irrthe-assignment.of 
personnel must be merit, and 
have nothing to do with wheth-

(Contiitucd on Page J2) 

at Kunite. 
A Great Way to Start the Week 

* 

• • % 
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May We Suggest Our Popular Sunday Feature 
Crisp Roasted 

Long Island Duckling ' 
wiHh Cherry Sauce A 

Herb Stuffing Potato and M 
Fresh Chef Salad Rolls and Butter 

Children's Portions Available 

V50 
f «RV6D 
• 1 SUNDAY ' 

ONLY 
- - -

Be ^mong the First 
' to enjoy a Cocktail 

in our newly remodeled 
and beautifully furnished 

COCKTAIL LOUNGE 

For Your Listening and Dancing 
Pleasure 

* JOECADY'S 
7 Piece Orchestra Playing 

Nlitely 9:30 P.M. 'HI 130 A.M. 

ui THE HOUSE OF GOOD FOOD" 

2851 W. HENRIETTA RD. 
CLOSED MONDAY 

473-3891 


