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COURIEFUJOURNAL 
Friday, Jan . 13. 196?- Bishop Sheen's 14 Questions to Inner-city 

Rarely does o n e j i n d pastors 
so well informed and zealous 
about rthe Inner City as you 4nd 
th,e others engaged in similar 
•work; Since we live in a pas­
toral "age7 initiated by John 
XXIII and implemented by the 
"Vatican Council II, it is upon 
the~pastors as Sirnon of Cyrene 
that the Master rnus.t rely on for 
carrying His Cross. 

1̂  have named Eather P. David 
Finks as m y Episcopal Vicar for 
Urban Ministry, who.will report 
to me concerning your counsel 
and directives on the Inner 
City Apostolate. 

I do not know this problem 
in any way comparable to-your ; 

self, so instead of giving any 
counsel," I will ask a series of 
questions which you can evalu= 
ate and, in their light, suggest 
other solutions. • — 

1. Is' the crosstown adoption 
through financial .aid, a stop-

5 gap solution, or i s it t o be part 
—efran-irvtegHFated-^r-ogr-ajBi — 

this i s t h e t e x t of B i s h o p Sheen ' s l e t t e r to t h e p a s t o r s of 

p a r i s h e s Ln R o c h e s t e r ' s inner-c i ty , a s k i n g t h e m 14 q u e s t i o n s 

abou t t h e prob lems o f pove r ty and p o s s i b l e so lu t ions . 

+ -r-
to serve trie specific needs of 
the Inner City? 

4. Is there value in a Youth 
Canteen where young people of 
the streets are fed and chap-. 
eronedTay a number of volun­
teer laymen? This Youth Cap-
teen would be separate"~frow a 
church-sponsored Canteen, but 
would be the work of all t he 
parishes in the Inner City. 

5: Could volunteer doctors, 
psychiatrists and nurses a few 
hours every, week, .conduct a 
Clinic—Program -for- -the Inner 
City on a-supra-parochial basis? 

6. Must the economic^ politi-
•-cal, social and . psychological 

problems of "the -Inner City be 
continued t o be met on paro* 

Liturgy and Life 

2. What value has t h e meth-. 
od,. adopted in some cities, of 
suburban and "IriheF City con­
gregations exchanging placesrof 
worship? 

3. What value is there in 
appointing a commission to 
unite the already proliferated 
organizations within a ' parish^ 

chial leve.ls, • or must tney Ce 
solved within social and eco-
nomic patrernir i n which t h e 

j e o p l e live? [ __ 
7: Would "volunteer teachers, 

•college students, and priests 
be effective in forming evening 
classes of adult education? 
Should one" of the parochial 
schools of the parish to.u§ed 
for this common enterprise? 

8. Since the expenses "for 
dirties, education and perma­
nent commissions are utilized 
for the common work of t h e 
Church, should not the Diocese 
itself underwrite, \within its 
limitations, the expenses 'of 

-sueh—programs*:— 

9. Without the spiritual rnin-
. istry, the Inner City becomes a 
kind of zoo without "bars. The 
missiop of the Church is hot to 
be a spiritual zoo keeper, bu t 
to realize that every person is 
as precious in the sight of God 
as the soul of a Shakespeare or 
an Einstein. Does this not r en ' 
der imperative a greater union 
between all the denominations 
in the Inner City? Is i t neces-

clusively as a kind of base 
where troops wjere recruited 
and trained for aposolate i n 
the Inner City£ Such a parish 
would draw "volunteers from all 
areas of the city and particu­
larly from colleges^ 

11. Should there be "dialogue 
groups"^ established, alternating 
between Negro and w h i t e " 
homes, the purpose of which 
would b_e_lo break down mis­
understanding and also to dis­
cover new areas of employ-

..menl? 

12. How can the present par­
ishes which concentrated prin­
cipally on worship and educa­
tion, move out into t h e four 
other worlds of "work, leisure, 
housing, and employment"? 

13. Should priests who a re 
engaged in the apostolate of t h e 
Inner. City live with the people 
they serve, and be available for 
them in a non-church office? 

^ary-to-have~Hn~~of the paiistresr-
Protestant, Catholic and eyen 
synagogues^vfajich previously e x -
isted? Would it be well in cer-

1~TaTH—inrna^cer-To-^aTe~^wer" 
- churches but interdenomina­

tional, in the sense that separate 
hours, mutually A agreed Upon, 
would be used for worship? 

10. "Should one of the parishes 
in the Inner City be used ex-

—^T-StauftFthere be orgairized-
ari ecumenical meeting among 
Protestants, Catholics and Jews 
to discuss the theology of t h e 

"geog rapHSafXEr r f fw^^ ind - -
. schools belong to aiTolder social 
order and metropolitan struc­
ture. New ways, of thinking 
must be found to supplant this 
building-centered, apostolate of 
former, times. 

Because you are a pastor of 
the Inner City and.^iave been 
most interested in the problem, 
may I suggest that you begin 
holding regular pastor-curate 
meetings or1 the parishes in­
volved in the Inner City with 
the Episcopal Vicar for Urban 
Ministry. I would suggest that 
one pastor act as chairman at 
the first meeting, and at suc­
cessive meetings that alternate 
pastors Be Tiamed7-ahd a W^~ 
manent secretary also. 

Invite in laymen and reli­
gious; particularly those work­
ing in the " area, such as The 
Sisters of Mercy»-on Joseph Ave­
nue. Also invite men and .wom­
en, who,could assist in solving 

-one-of4he_newest-and most dif­
ficult of Diocesan problems. 

^ ^ m d n ^ ! o a - - a g a i n for th 

~ImreT~€ity apostoMe?r-

These are only a few ques­
tions which come to m e as a 
"minus sapiens." They are sug­
gested only as spurs to your 
own thinking, not as directives. 
What is important is that t h e 

janostolic inspiration you have~ 
given me, and~~wTsnlng you -
every blessing, I remain,' 

Fraternally in Christ, 

* FULTON J . SHEEN 

Bishop of Rochester 

l l l l l l l ' I I H I I I ' I ' l 

"Lord J e s u s - Christ , t h e on ly b e g o t t e n .Son. Lord God, 
L a m b o f i J 5 g 7 S o r r 6 T T r i e ^ ^ 
thes insrof t l re~_world , have m e r c y on us^You, VVho t ake 
away ' t h e s i n s of the- wor ld , rece ive our prayer . You, . 
W h o s i t at t h e r ight hand of t h e . F a t h e r , have m e r c y on 
u s . F o r - y o u a lone a r e , holy. You a lone are •Lord. You 
alone, O J e s u s Chr is t , a r e mos t h igh , w i t h - t h e Holy 
Spirit , i n t h e glory of G o d i h e Fa the r . A m e n . " (The 
ar t i s t r e p r e s e n t s God t h e F a t h e r by t h e hand p r e s e n t i n g 
Christ , XP, f rom—the-^oyal - i ineage j | D a v i d , _the_ s t a r . 
T h e H o l y S p l r i t l s " r e p r e s e n t e d by t h e flames su r round­
i n g the o the r symbols:) &*. 
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'We Must Learn FirsSiand what it Means tol>e Poor' 
^ 

Rochester's 
anging Image 

"Bread for myself is a material question, bread for my' 

neighbor 'n a s\^iimil quest ton."— N-/c/>ola\ Berdyaev. 

W h a t e v e r was Roches te r ' s image across the -nation 
a n d pe rhaps even a r o u n d the world before Bishop Sheen 
c a m e h e r e , i t is ce r t a in ly now s o m e t h i n g else besides. 

George' E a s t m a n is supposed to h a v e r e m a r k e d that-
."it's-a good p l a c e in which to b r ing u p y o u r c h i l d r e n . " 

T h i s "place," cons ide red , t h e r e f o r e , so long by so -
many t o be. v i r t u a l l y an " o t h e r E d e n . . . d e m i - P a r a d l s e " 
is, according t o Bishop S h e e n , in m a n y a r e a s a "zoo with-

- o u t b a r s . " 

Bishop -Sheen ' s d r a m a t i c first a p p o i n t m e n t o f - a — 
c h a p l a i n to t h e city 's s l ums , a pr legt fo r t h e poor of the 
inner -c i ty , ad-ds a d i f ferent no te to t h e familiar boas t 
t h a t " R o c h e s t e r m a d e m e a n s qua l i t y . " ^ 

His mee t ing ' a t t he Chance ry wi th Minis ter Frankl in 
F l o r e n c e at t h e he igh t of t h e Negro c l e rgyman ' s ba t t l e 
w i t h E a s t m a n Kodak C o m p a n y m u s t have raised many 
an eyebrow i n a c o m m u n i t y whose s y m p a t h i e s a r e . in­
evi tably going to be w i t h Kodak r a t h e r than with the 
a b r a s i v e young cler ic . Such s y m p a t h i e s a rc unde r s t and­
a b l e if for n o o t h e r reason than the fact t ha t Itoches-
t e r i a n s have m o r e stock in K o d a k t h a n ' they put in the 
Min i s t e r . T h e r e a r e , of course , obviously o t h e r and bet­
t e r reasons t oo . W h a t e v e r is the u l t ima te "resolution of 
t h e a l t e rca t ion , w e can all of u s h o p e that it wil l be 
soon a n d Satisfactory to both s ides. Conflict has its va lue 
b u t r e so lu t ion of conflict h a s a h i g h e r value. 

T h e appbii i trucnt of F a t h e r David Finks as Bishop 
Sfitccn's new Vicar for t h e poor, however , and the in te r ­
v iew w i t h t h e Minis ter ce r ta in ly p u t a spot l ight o n a 
reali ty t o o m a n y of*us have too long chosen to ignore — 
po-vcrty, grinding p o v e r t y — " d e h u m a n i z n t i o n " was Bish­
op Sheen 's d e s c r i p t i o n of it — not jus t -o f f in India or 
in La t in America but h e r e in t h e " F l o w e r Ci ty ." 

A n d w h a t is t r ue in Roches te r is p robab ly j u s t as 
t r u e i n o ther cities of the Diocese — A u b u r n , E l m i r a , 
TJeTneva - s p r o c k e t s of p o v e r t y I n an o t h e r w i s e a f f luent - . 
a tmosphe re . 

Mil l Hill Fa ther A r t h u r McCormack An his book 
"Wor ld Poverty and t h e C h r i s t i a n " commen t s / q u i t e 
acidly, "The rich have a lways been al lergic t o h e l p i n g 
t h e poor , t h e y have a lways boen ab le to find e x c u s e s for 
n o t do ing so. In t h e last c e n t u r y m a n y Chr is t ians salved 
t h e i r consc iences wi th t h e t hough t , a b l a sphemous twis t 
t o our L o r d ' s words, that t he poor a r e a lways wi th us; 
t h a t t h e y a re a d i f fe ren t k ind of be ing , that they would 
n o t p ro f it by the i r condi t ions be ing improved : that they 
a r e na tu ra l ly lazy or indo len t o r apa the t i c and that" is 
w h y t h e y are poor: tha t somehow or o t h e r t h e y have not 

i g o t the s a m e feelings, the s a m e asp i ra t ions , us t h e i r . 
richer1 b r e t h r e n , s o one nee-d not bo the r with them loo • 
much'. O r , w i t h o u t going as far a s tha t , one -migh t have 
indeed had p i t y a n d compass ion for t h e m but , following 
t h e economic theory of t h e day,- one would have just 
s h r u g g e d o ne ' s , S h o u l d e r s and l a m e n t e d tha t t he r e was 
n o t h i n g one could do abou t it, e x c e p t p e r h a p s a c e r t a i n 
afnoUnt of s o u p - k i t c h e n aid, w h e n p o v e r t y b e c a m e too • 
oppress ive a n d s ta rva t ion was round the co rne r . " 

A l t h o u g h F a t h e r McCormack said such excuses 
w e r e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of t h e las t c e n t u r y they setMn t o be 
s t i l l in vogue today. Most of us, of c o u r s e , pay lip serv­
i c e to p r o p o s e d so lu t ions — t h a t is .unt i l the s o l u t i o n s get 
t o o specific, l ike o p e n - h o u s i n g . 

E l s e w h e r e o n this page are^ two s t a t e m e n t s — one 
b y the Uni t ed States Ca tho l i c b i s h o p s and (he o t h e r , b y 
Bishop Sheen . Both migh t s e r v e - a s mate r ia l for s t u d y 
g roups or p a r i s h o rgan iza t ions to d iscuss and m a y b e 
even s e r v e a s a topic here , o r t h e r e for a s e rmon . 

T h e world 's Cathol ic b i s h o p s a t t he Vatican Coun­
c i l issued a "s ta tement a t t h e b e g i n n i n g of t h e i r sess ions 
i n 1062. T h e y said, " C o m i n g " t o g e t h e r in uni ty f rom 
every n a t i o n under t h e sun , we ca r ry in ou r h e a r t s the 
h a r d s h i p s , t h e bodily and m e n t a l d i s t ress , t h e sor rows , 
l o n g i n g s and hopes of all t h e peop l e s en t rus ted t o us ' 
W e urgenTTyTurn" our t hough t s to all t he anx ie t i e s by, 
v/iricn - m o d e r n m a n is afflicted. H e n c e , let o u r conce rn 
swift ly focus first of all on those who are especial ly 
lowly, poor and w e a k . " 

. T h a t w a s in 1962. S ince t hen w e have bee,n told 
w i t h r e p e a t e d e m p h a s i s t ha t not ju s t t he b i shopsJhu t all 
o f us a r e t h e Church . I t ' s - t ime , the re fore , i sn ' t it, that 

.. we t o o "ca r ry in our h e a r t s " t h e conce rn t hey h a v e to 
. r e m e d y t h e - p l i g h t t o f - p o v e r t y - w h i c h sharrkles t o o - m a n r <~ 
p e o p l e today. 

— father Henry A. Atwell 

T h e pastoral concern of the 
bishops of the United States goes 
to the poor in bur midst, particu­
larly to thoJl who have felt the 
heavy burden of discrimination. 
This means, in our day, racial 
discrimination. These a re turbu­
lent days, marked by severe, 
.social strains and civic clashes. 

We are grateful that rnuch 
progress in civil rights legisla-
Uon rlas been made I n recent 
years. Laws have been passed 
to eliminate discriminationJn_., 

•-otmratlori_and to open^voting 
to all. We urge the vigorous 

"̂  usir of all legal means to assure 
their prompt implementation. 

Comprehensive programs to 
eradicate poverty have been 
begun. We ask for Sirong and 
cominumg suppor for them and 
constant' el torts to improve 
them. However, the great task 
of •changing the hearts of men 
on the subject of equal rights 
for all requires more than laws -
and programs. I t needs above 
all a true .sense of neighborly 
ness, based upon a religiously 
inspired convictfori that all men 
are o'qfjal before (lod and that 
all should be welcomed in our 
midst. 

We nenrwluTsorrowthat civil • 
strife Is an ever-present danger. 
There have been riots in our1 

cities. Kacial antagonism nas 
been fostered and continues to 
be fostered 'under many" emo­
tionally'charged and irrational 
slogans. Mooreover we are'still 
confronted with the depressing 
problems of poverty, jobless-
nesi, and urban a_nd.rural slums. 

* As American citizens wc 'de­
plore the fact that such condi­
tions eiist in a nadon so~ en­
dowed with wealth. As Christian 
leaders, we must repeat the 
constant refrain of recent popes, 
and of Vatican Council II, that 
material goods a re held in ste­
wardship for the welfare of all 
men." Destitution-, "and degrad­
ing, avoidable poverty hurt 

' family life, blight the promise 
of youth, and lead to a bitter 
harvest of sickness, delinquency 
and crime. 

T h e problem of pqve/rty is in 
flicted particularly upon min­
ority groups in our society. The 
Negro, tire Spanish-speaking and 
the Indian suffer .inordinately 

"'•under this burden.'Nearly half 
tin* members of these groups 
liveITTpoverty. Their unemploy­
ment rate is double the national ' 
average. They are poor more 
likely than others to be con­
demned to urban or.rural slums. 

While there a re many causes 
of poverty, most are connected 
with past o r present diserimina^ 

. tion. Hence we affirm once 
again, as we did in oiu; state-

"mtMil of 1958 and our letter of 
1D6I1, and on many occasions in' 
the |>roiu)uriccmonts of Vatican 
Council II, that discrimination 
based on race, language, reli-

This i s the fu l l t e x t of t h e U . S . C a t h o l i c Bishops ' s tate­

ment on race, r e l a t i o n s a n d pover ty i s sued at the i r 

November m e e t i n g in W a s h i n g t o n . T h e i r s t a t e m e n t on 

war a n d p e a c e w a s p u b l i s h e d in last w e e k ' s Cour ier . 

Their s t a t e m e n t s on p e n a n c e a n d a b s t i n e n c e a n d on 

g o v e r n m e n t aTid b i r t h control wi l l b e p u b l i s h e d in 

s u b s e q u e n t i s sues "oF t h e C o u r i e r . 

gion or national origins is con­
trary to right reason and to 
Christian teaching. We- are all 
the children' of God. We share 
the same rrghts before-God and. 
man^ Alij-jnen' of good will 
desire that the doors-of oppor­
tunity be opened equally to all 
who are their' brothers under 
One Eternal Father. 

These statements of princi­
ples are so clear and so widely 
accepted that it is not necessary 
to dwell upon Ubern here. Our 
present concern is to reduce 
principles to action ideals to 
progiams. I n light or these con­
siderations we respectfully pro­
pose the following pastoral sug­
gestions? W^hiic these are gen­
eral in nature, it is our hope 
that they can be translated, in 
our cities and throughout our 
nation, into specific and work­
able social programs. 

"First, in the current discus­
sion of racial tensions slogans 
have at times taken the pla^e 

-of-reasonable-dialogue. We ask-
that dialogue replace _slogans. 
It would be tragic were our 
nation to suffer a deepening 
of the cleavage along racial or. 

» economic lines, with shouted 
epithets of hate replacing rea­
soned discourse. Since the ag­
grieved in our nation are mostly 
the poor and- the members of 

mmoriWgl-oups, it is the clear 
duty of those who have jobs 

_and status^to talk openly and 
freely to those who have been 

„ less Jtortunate. We must learn; 
and learn first-hand, what it 
means to be poor, to be a poor 
Negro, a neglected Spanish-
American or-a disfranchised In­
dian. Open discussion of these 
problems is the beginning of 
their solution. I t is our hope 
that all our Catholic people* will 
join with their Christian and 
Jewish, brothers, and indeed 
with all men of good will, i n . 
common projects which affirm 

<"and realize the dignity of all 
men. 

Second, we ask that a concen­
trated .attaek. upon poverty be 
mounted upon many fronts. 
This is a complex problem and 
its solutions' a r e equaliy^cam-
plex: There is work that cari 
be done by individuals, by re­
ligious groups, and by commu­
nity organizations. Other aspects 
of this problem require strong— 

' governmental intervention _at 
appropriate levels. We wish to 
suggest certain objectives, tfcat 
seem to—as paramount at this 
time and which require adapta­
tion to different places in" their 
application. 

Foremost among these is the 
quality of education given to 

the poor. The poorly educated 
child and the school dropout 
face life, with almost insupera­
ble handicaps in our society. 
Communities should b e con­
cerned about the quality of 
teaeners-, schools,—guidance -prot 
grams', and the supplementary 
aidsvneeded by all our children. 
Adult education is also a great 
necessity. Citizens in every city, 
and in our rural areas, should 
examine critically the type of 
education afforded to t h e poor 
at all age levels, and act decis­
ively to make educational oppor­
tunities equal for all. 

Next we should be concerned 
with t h e type and quality of 
assistance available to poor 
families. Where welfare relief 
is necessary, it should be given 
in a context that favors family 
stability and respects'the human 
dignity of those who cannot 
earn-their living. Such programs 
should help maintain, the, father 

cin the home and be joined," 
where need be, with training 
facilities to enable the unem­
ployed to secure gainful work. 
These programs should offer irf-
centives to part-time or tempo-
rary employment, often .refused 
today because of regulations 
that penalize such efforts. 

, A key concern is job oppor­
tunity. This problem has two 

-main facets: realistic ,training 

cure a fully integrated working 
force. Such open attitudes best 
express the Christian response 
to racial discrimination. 

Finally there is the problem 
of adequate housing. Millions 
of Americans live in overcrowd­
ed, substandard homes. Under 
such conditions, it is difficult to 
promote sound family life, to 
encourage education or to bring 
about stable, peaceful neighbor­
hoods. Our citizens, our civic 
groups^and our churches should 
be eager to use the opportuni­
ties they now have to promote 
low-eost housing for- the -poor, 
or build well planned public-
housing units, and to rehabili­
tate run-down neighborhoodSi-

But this is only part of the 
task. As our nation becomes in­
creasingly suburban, industry 
and service occupations are ex­
panding far more rapidly in 
the suburbs than in our inner 
cities. We cannot hope to solve 
the problem of joblessness in 
our cities if men" and women are 
denied the opportunity of living 
near places where work is 
available. While the issue of 

-faiivhousing-has been the source 

S o l e m n F u n e r a l M a 
Was-Mfe ied -Fr iday r J5 f f : 
J . S h e e n in I m m a c u l a t e 

Mo n s i g n o r B y r n e cl 
H o m e , R o c h e s t e r , on J a i 

Born in Victor on Augus 
1882, the son of William Bj 
and A n n a Dunn, Monsij 
Byrne was ontaTh^aToTlPO 
Priesthood on June 8, 1907. 

He a t r e n d e d Victor T 
School arid St. Andrew's Sei 
ary and made his theoloj 
studies at St. Bernard's Sei 
ary. 

His first assignment wa: 
the faculty of St. Berns 
Seminary on June 19, 1907. 
was named assistant pasto 
St. Felix Church, Clifton Spr 

joined with proper motivation 
and the willingness of employ­
ers to hire and p'rornote with­
out discrimination" Unions l ike­
wise should open their member- • 
ship rolls to all without dis­
crimination. We especially com­
mend those employers and 
unions which have agreed to 
take affirtnative actions to se-

S t a r v i n g c h i l d r e n a re a g r i m p i c t u r e . Thesie y o u n g s t e r s r ece ive food r a t i o n s 

From P r o p a g a t i o n of F a i t h S o c i e t y — b u t n e e d s a r e far g r e a t e r t h a n Socie ty ' s 

r e s o u r c e s . 

of grave tensions in some parts 
of ou r nation, conditions have 
noticeably 'Improved in .certain 
areas. 

We urge support for sound 
programs to assure equal hous­
ing opportunities for all, with­
out discrimination based on 

jrace, creed or color. Here is a 
unique chance foT responsible 
dialogue, ft>r learning from suc­
cesses and from failures, and* 
thus constructing harmonious 
communities in every part of 
our nation. 

:We-ask-these_steps out„ol_ojur_ 
concern for all who are in 
need. In this world, under God's 
Providence, our nation has been 
cast into a position of world 
leadership. This stems in part 
from our economic and military 
power, but it is also- a recogni­
tion of certain unique elements 
in our democracy. More than 
most peoples in recorded his­
tory, we have striven to make 
all men equal under law. 

Today the world watches. u6 
anxiously, as it reads of racial-
struggles and tensions a n d 
learns about poverty in an af­
fluent society. If men elsewhere 
become disillusioned with our 
democracy, they are offered the 
choice ^Tanother powerful sys­
tem which also promises equal­
ity, but at the sacrifice of basic 
freedoms. Ours is a fateful 
choice, one which can decide 
the destiny, not merely of this 
American nation, but possibly 
of the entire world. In this 
instance at least, what is moral­
ly right is a political imperative. 

Prayerfully we commend these 
thoughts to" our Catholic people 
and all our fellow citizens who 
share our hopes. 
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„ Is ThaT-Church Really Necessary? 
by (i/\RV MacEOlN 

I am happy indeed that many American 
bishops a r c giving permission for Mass 
in private homes. It is an excellent way 
to Ki't us to understand why wc go to 
Mass and why the Church celebrates the 
Mass. 

I rccnlj very clearly when I began to 
recofrnlze the truth of the proposition I 

-tinvc Just formulated. I t was In the first 
(lays of lasriVo-\embie.r. '? was in Rome, 
and the Council was taking a sho'il icivss / 
for All Saints and All Souls. 

Some Americans had organized a 3-day-, 
i|iscussion of what would and should 
happen when we all got back home and " 
proceeded* in ottr various ways t<T)try to 
"live "and propagate. 'the new facets of 
Christ's eternal truth presented 4o- us by 
the Council. 

The final day of discussion.had come. 
• A morning session provided a stimulating 
•exchange on the particular agenda item. 
At, noon, .we paused. A cloth" and candles 
were placed on the table' around which 

. .^iJi^J t?Lh9<L!r!!S. ErlestsJoined. in. conl* 
celebrating "The .Eucharist. An official 
Protestant observer a t the Council retfd 
to . us from the Word of God. All of us 

joined in preparing the spiritual banquet 
and in partaking when it was ready. 

After a quick lunch, we returned to the 
same table for a brain-storming session. 
A.s far as I was concerned, one demure, 
previously silent, priest stopped the show 
with what he offered as a modest pro­
posal. "We should close dowit all our 
churches in the United States for a year," 
h « said. "During that time, every priest 
would say at least two Masses daily, always 
in a private home. One, in the evening, 
should be combined ;wlth a family r«-
uinion, a celebration, a party. It would 
revive an awareness pf the~presence of 
Cliftst in the Christian community." " 

" As I see the earnest but often pathetic 
efforts of pastors to 'make the so-called 
new liturgy meaningful for anonymous 
masses of people in cafeteria churches, ThT 
import of. the modest proposal grows 
steadily pn me. Progress is almost impos­
sible unless we start with small groups 
already bound by links of human fellow­
ship. Whatever else one may say about 
the Scholastics, for or against, they were 
£i.gfrt..when they..s.aidjjiat_grace buildsjon_ 
nature. -- < " . ' 

get all our churches closed down, but 
in the meantime, 1 am confident much -
will be accomplished if "we have more 
Masses in private homes. I am glaa that 
the bishops who are giving~th1? permis­
sion insist that all who Jake part know 
what is involved. The regulations made 
by Bishop Michael flyle of Wilmington, 
Delaware, for example, require that those 
attending be briefed in advance, that the 
Mass be a.'. participated ceremony, with 
singing, that there should be an instruc-
lion~ofi t h e need to foster a spirit of 
Christian community, and a homily. • 

My ou?n -observation, confirmed by 
widespread sampling araong my friends, 
is-that many pastors have given little or 
no- explanation of the litUTgical changes. 
I know of some who try to sneak them 
in as though nothing was1 happening, ap­
parently afraid that advance explanation 
would bring protests. 

No doubt if would bring some, but I 
fear that the other way is worse. The 
few who would oppose anyway are being 
joined in seething resentment by the 
many who would accept if they under-

" "StSoaTAnd-the-many others wtor wejeome-
"• >ut iiuite knowing why, are ^ b l e to wit _ ^ _ 

Presumably it will take a little^ time to - / ' . giv«? logical explanation whenTute issue 

arises on the bus, in the saloon or at the', 
bridge game. 

A recent experience in Mexico shows 
how people will respond when they have 
been prepared, and nowhere in the United 
States does tradition hang on Catholicism 
as it does in Mexico. But Bishop Mendez 
Arceo of Cuernavaca has worked patiently 
for years in explaining that the liturgy 
can be meaningful. He even finally got 
agreement to remove the blood-dripping 
statues, the votive lights, the glass coffin, 
from his colonial cathedral. -

This past summer came his great re­
ward. An experimental Mass had been, 
developed at the Center for Intercultural 
Formation "in his diocese, and he author­
ized its use by the studems at the 11 
o'clock Mass in the cathedral for eight 
Sundays. Few people attend this late 
Mass. There was a handful the first Sun­
day, a full house the third, standing 
room only by the end. The people not 
only sang at Mass but hummed the tunes 
as they dispersed. 

, .1 believe we could create such a spirit 
with - Mass in the—home f-in--due-<ourse-
carry it from there to c h u r c h a n d , 
cathedral. 

MONSIGNOR B¥RNE 

on, Sept. 12, 1908; assistant 
tor of Immaculate Concer. 
•Church, Ithaca, July 10, 

-and" of Corpus Chrisli, BSH 
ter in November 1914. 

First Pastorate for Monsi; 
Byrne was that of S t Mar 
the.,Lake,,,QntarJLoJ an4.Qfci 
of the Ephlpnany, Soaus, 
pointment effective Sept. 
1917. 

In 1925 he resigned to 
come president of Aquinas 
stitute, C a t h o l i c boys' 

-schooH>f-the-d4oeeser41e-wa 
pointed pastor of Imrnaci 
Conception Church, Ithaca 
Jan. 7, 1928. 

Pope Pius XIL elevated 
to the rank of domestic p n 
with the title Right Reve 
Monsignor in June of 1952. 

Monsignor Byrne was sii 
ly honored by Bishops, prl 
parishioflers and childrei 
his polden Jubilee in J 
1957. 

• More than 28 years of tli 
were in Ithaca as pastor ol 

A Slice 
" W i l l the* desire of reli 
communities to readjust 
goals in the light of m< 
urban problems' hurt the "f 
of the Catholic schools? 

Many-religi&us women 
see a change in their vot 
as teachersrMany feel that 
are being too circumscrib( 
spending t h e i r profess 
lives in a classroom.- Those 
have . moved out of the 
room into the' inner cities 
the social agencies or ont 
college campuses, feel a 1 
•ing new sense of Christiar 
sion. ^ v ~ 

I t is not essential to 
philosophy W Catholic c 
tion to have a nun in each 
room. It is not essential th 
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