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I sometimes wonder if even
the hierarchy and theologians
are able to do this in any defi-
nitive way, at least at present.
Finally there are many individ-
uals who are comservative be-
cause they see the stability of
the Rock of Peter as being
shaken, and in their minds that
simply cannot be.

Obviously priests have chosen
sides in this matter too, and
just about every clerical gather-
ing is marked by a discussion
of some point involving liberals
vs. conservatives. No one comes
off winner — rather each usual-
ly becomes more deeply rooted
in his own convictions, Still I
sincerely think that it is pre-
cisely these discussions, not
only among priests, but among
the bishops and the laity which
will eventually end the con-
fusion.

A word about confusion. Do
we have to regard it as some-
thing evil? The word has its ori-
gin in a Latin word which
means to pour things together.

“From this ‘we might' get the

““image of the baby pouring jello

and chocolate milk into pea
soup. This would be an incor-
rect image. Rather it is like
a chemist mixing chemicals —
at least the outcome can be
happy. ~

At the very beginning of the
Book of Genesis we read of the
creation of the heavens and the
earth. And the earth says the
Sacred Writer was “tohu wobo-
hu” — a shapeless mass, a
chaos. In other words, there was
confusion, things were all pour-
ed together. Then comes the
important line — the Spirit of
God hovered over the chaos, be-
gan to unfold it, give it shape
and beauty and meaning and
order. So you see, the confusion
was merely a part of the pro-
cess of becoming.

Anyone who has had anything
to do with young people knows
that their most noticeable, df
not most important characteris-

—- the living reality of its be.
coming. We teach that the
Church is indeed a living body
— the Mystical Body of Jesus
Christ. In his physical being he
advanced not only in age but
in wisdom and grace. Should
we expect anything different in
his Mystical Body, the Church?

The key to the whole thing
is the Spirit of God working in
that confusion, just as he hover-
ed over the primeval chaos.
(There might be a hint here
for parents as to the impor
tance of the spiritual in the
lives of their children) We be-
lieve that the Spirit of God
was active in Vatican Council
II. We must believe that he
will be continually active in the
implementation of the acts of
that Council. We must empha-
size the virtue of faith but we
cannot neglect the virtue of
hope and trust in that same
Holy Spirit.

Priests under their bishops
are going to be the leaders in
the unfolding of the Church for
our times. Therefore I feel they
above all must not lament the
confusion bhut rather, with a
solid trust in God, calm peo-
ple’s fears. They must them-
selves be and teach the people
to be open to the “inspirations
of the Spirit. The hierarchy is
not and never was the whole
Church and as the Council tells
us, the Spirit can reveal to the
Church through the laity in
whom He also dwells.

Priests must be willing more
and more to “talk shop” in their
gatherings and discuss the areas
of confusion calmly and openly.
Without open minds to the
possibilities of the Church's
evolution, there is the serious
danger of creating a real block
to the operation of the Spirit.
We must remember that the
real meat of the Council came
from the grass roots over a
period of many years previous
to the Council.

And if we doubt cur cempe-
tence in theological matters,

From Pope

Vatican City — (RNS) —
Pope Paul VI, in a message to
the bishops of Holland, called
for a halt to “certain ill-advised
and erroneous opinions which
at this time have obscured . ..
the purity of the Catholic faith
on some points and troubled
the firmness and serenity of
many believing Catholics.”

The Pope told participants in
a pastorl conference at Utrecht
—summond to discuss ways and
and means of implementing the
decrees of the Second Vatican
Council — that “we expect from
your studies a clear and f£firm
profession of this same faith
that removes all doubt as to its
true formulation, and increases
in the souls of the clergy and
faithful of integral and loving
adherence to the teaching au-
thoritatively propounded by the
magisterium of the Church.”
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Irish Envoy

Vatican City —(NC)— Pope
Paul formally recelved Joseph
F. Shields, new ambassador
from the Republic of Ireland
to the Holy See.

then we must read and study
and read and study more. No
time? I don’t know the schedule
of the parish priest? I ask in
return — isn't there something
less important in the schedule
than this? I don’t think we can
leave this entirely up to the
professional theologians, our
guides though they be. The par-
ish priest is at the grass roots
and his contribution can be
great.

Into the Church of our time
the Spirit of God will bring
beauty and greatness out of the
chaos and confusion, but only
if we cooperate and let ‘him
work in our minds and our
hearts. In you, O Lord, have I

hoped; I shall net be confound-
ed forever.
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