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Pope Paul greels Jesuit superior general Father
Pedro Arrupe ai Mass closing meeling in Rome of
Jesuit officials. Critics of order have repeated age-
old charge of “sinister” Jesuit activity.

A Papal ‘Bene’
For The Jesuits

I had always thought the Jesuits were a nice lot of
priests.

Then Pope Paul told Jesuit officials at a recent sum-
mit meeting of the order in Rome that he had heard
rumors about some of their “strange and sinister’ ac-
tivities.

This, of course, is not the first time Jesuits were ac-
lcu.sed of being ‘“‘sinister”” — and probably won't be the
ast.

What is surprising, however, is that such a word
would be used by the Pope himself.

Prior to the meeting of the chief officials of the
Jesuit ovder, the Pope was reported to have checked the
agenda of their topics and commented, “Bene, bene, bene
— excellent, excellent!” His pointed warning at the con-
clusion of the mceting cane, thercfore, quite unex-
pectedly.

Many had expected the Pope would take the op-
portunity to thank the Jesuits, largest single religious
community in the Catholic Church, for their numerous
services to the Church. Jesuits, for example, staff more
mission outposts than any other order and they have a
long and distinguished reputation as educators both at
the college and high school levels.

Many Jesuits have also made remarkable individual
contributions to the life of the Church, particularly at the
Vatican Council, and some observers had thought the
Pope might possibly mention them in gratitude—Fathers
Karl Rahner and Joseph Ratzinger whose theological in-
sights shaped the clarification of the doctrine of col-
legiality ¢t¢he share bishops have with the Pope in the
worldwide work of the Church), Cardinal Bea for his
brilliant services in both scriptural and ecumenical
studies, the French Jesuit Fathers Henri de Lubac and
Jean Danielou for their scholarship on a wide area of
topics but particularly for the idea of true {radition as
a developing and on-going process, the late Father Gus-
tave Weig{el of the Unilied States, a pioneer in ecumen-
ical actiyities; and FatliemIphn.€atjtpey Murray, also
from thgéée {t’e'd Statdd® va}:{b virt@dlly- alone wrote the
Council’s Declaralion on Religious ‘kiberty, the one
document which dramatized best:o6f*all the Church's
conviction it wanted to join the twentieth century.

And the one Jesuit who is best known for intro-
ducing the Church to this century was Pierre Teilhard
de Chardin, prieslscientist and author.

There were, of course, others who have done more
than routine duty but these names stand so obviously
head and shoulders above everybody clse that it seems
difficult to see how anyowe could fail to notice them.

Quite surely, the Pope has noticed them — best
of all by affixing his signature to the Council docu-
ments which will not only survive this present lime of
{ransition but shape the Church for the future as as-
suredly as the Councils of Trent and the 1870 Vatican
Council shaped the Church as we knew it prior to the
Council of 1962-1965.

There are, il secms increasingly evident, strong
voices being raised to counsel caution. even to advise

a virtual moratorium on the Council's directives.

The Jesuits, slways noted in the past for their con-
viction that once ‘Roma locuta, causa finita — Rome
has spoken, the cise is elosed,” have taken to heart the
Council's decisions and -have endeavored to put them
into practice — something that irritates those reluelant
lo see God at work in these new ways.

Such people are apparently the ones who got the
Pope's ear and set his heart to worrymyg and prompted
his words of caution.

The Jesuits, as was to be cxpected, graciously ac-
cepted what could hardly be termed anything less than
a rebuke. They knew the Pope is understandably dis-
turbed by reports coming to him about extreme and
erratic developments wholly out of line with anything
the Council said. The pity is that critics of the Jesuits
have pinned such items on them.

But that isn'l really anything new.

The remark of French existentialist Jean-Paul
Sarte, “What is more boring than the idea of atacking
the Jesuits/" indicates attacking them is an old game -—
one they have proved quite adept at eventually winning.

A young mother recently described how she en-
courages her children to act out the feasts of the Church
calendar. When they enacted the feast of St Isaac
Jogues, martyred by the Iroquois of New York State
three centuries ago, the mother interrupted the drama
to call the children to supper. One of the youngsters
came to the table complaining, ‘Oh shucks, just when
it was my turn to murder the Jesuits'”

Too bad nobody rang the dinner bell early enough in
Rome.

—lather Henry A Atwell
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By MSGR. JOHN G. MOLAN
(N.C.W.C. News Service)

(The authcr of the following
article — the president of the
Pontifical Mission for Palestine
and national secretary of the
Catholic Near East Welfare As-
sociation — has just returned
from a 25,000-mile tour of criti-
cal areas in the Middle East.)

As I write this, frightening
headlines threaten war again in
the critical Middle East.

In the City of Jerusalem —
divided, like Berlin, by a wall—
blood is being shedgin.

On the Arab sid® "~ up the
sirect from our Pontifical Mis-
sion office, two Arab demon-
strators were shot down recent-
ly by Arab policemen dutifully
maintaining order. Right now
a curfew is in force.

On the Israeli side, only a -

few hundred yards away, Zion-
ist Jews have reason to wonder
and worry. Is this the year the
Arabs will try to make good
their threat to “drive the Jews
into the sea?”

THAT'S THE key issue of the
moment — but it's not the only
issue.

Basically, the issue is Arab
vs. Israeli and Israeli vs. Arab,
yes — but it's really not quite
tha. simple.

The issue is also Arab vs.
Arab and Israeli vs. Israeli.

To Americans aware of the
importance of our understand-
ing the strategic Middle East,
this can be disconcerting.

It cam he upsetting, too, to
people who oversimplify — who
characterize the participants in
every argument as either “good
guys” or “bad guys.”

It's this very kind of over-
simplification that makes the
Middle East difficult to explain.
Because here, like anywhere
else in a divided world, there
are some very “good guys.” and
not a few “bhad guys.” on each
side.

Quickly, here are some facts
to think about:

1. In 19481949, Zionist Jews
with the approval of the United
Nations, the United States and
a world horrified by Hitler's
massacre of LEurope’s Jews,
staked their claim for a national
home in ancient Israel.

2. This was promptly resisted
by the Arabs who lived in
Palestine and owned most of
the land and by neighboring
Arab states.

3. After a year of bitter war
fare. the United Nations Con-
ciliation Commission succeeded

n.bringing the, newly recogniz-,
RS RS o s
the able. An

states (o armistice t

armidlice he' "was -drawn, and.d
except for the Suez adventuré™
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in 1856, fighting has been re-
duced to occasional raids across
thg line — in both directions.

. EACH SIDE has justified its
armistice violations as ‘“retalia-
tory"” of course, but at the mo
ment, the Arabs enjoy the rare
advantage in the balance of
world opinion. United States

More Cadatholics
Than ‘Others’

Washington—(RNS)—There
will be very little change in the
religious complexion of the 90th
Congress, convening in January.
with Roman Catholics and Meth-
odists continuing to dominate
the legislative chambers as in
the pasi two years.

A survey made by Christian-
ity Today, conscrvative Proles-
tant fortnightly published here,
shows that Catholics outnumber
members of any other single
Church in the two Houses, with
96 Representatives and 13 Sen-
ators. The total was one more
than in *the 89th Congress.
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Ambassador Arthur Goldberg to
the U.N. and the UN. Security
Council rebuked Israel for its
“retaliation” Nov. 13 on the
village of Es Samu. While in-
surgent Palestinians now press
for arms from Jordan’s King
Hussein, the Israelis are also
divided — on the prudence of
the Es Samu venture, or at least
its dimension.

It should be stressed that the
Holy Land after 17 years is still
in a state of war, that only an
armistice has been achieved;
that the Arabs and Israelis still
reject each other's hasic claims.

Extremists are marching in
the streets of Arab Jerusalem
today because they feel that
any further delay only hardens
the status quo. Extremists on
the Jewish side, toco, want re-
opening of the fighting — for
the conquest of “greater Israel,”
including parts of Palestine still
in Arab hands.

But the most disquieting ele-
ment in the cntire conflict —

i'n S

as the identification of today's
rioters plainly shows — is the
war’s most terrible by-produce
—more than 2 million refugees.
Here, displaced from Israel (to
the Arabs ‘‘Occupied Pale-
stine”), are 1.2 million angry
Arabs and their children. State-
less, they refuse to yield the
land of their fathers to people
they regard as foreign aggres-
SOr'S.

On the Zimist side of the
line, there is fear that the basic
conflict cannot beresolved with-
out somg settlement of the refu-
gee question, ®

Now, when thinking about
the Palestinian refugee, don't
think about the evacuation of
people simply in political dis-
favor as, say, in Cuba "and
China; or viclims straggling out
of a war zome, as in Korea or
the Congo. When thinking about
Arab refugees, think about the
.displacement of 80 per cent of
.a country’s indigenous popula-
tion. The only comparable dis-
placements in modern history

are, perhaps, the reversal _of
populations  of the two Viet-
nams, and the counter-migra-
tions of India and Pakistan.

The straggler and the per-
sona non grata readily aspire
to new roots in their countries
of refuge, but the land-loving
Palestinian is hard put to ac-
cept a permanent shelter or
even a permanent job, lest it
prejudice his claims to his own
home, his own job, his own

- farm.

Meanwhile, he grows angrier
as world opinion becomes more
complacent. And he is quick
to take sides between the Arab
monarchies and the Arab “so-
cialist” states, a la Nasser. He
will take sides with whoever
promises him the earliest op-
portunity to fight his way home.

Pope . Paul VI foresaw this
kind of hazard to the world’s
peace. In 1949, as Msgr. Gio-
vanni Montini, he and Francis
Cardinal Spellman of New York,
president of the Catholic Near
East Welfare Association,

founded the Pontifical Mission
for Palestine. In coopgeration
with United Nations Relief and
Work Agency (UNRWA) and
other voluntary agencies, the
Pontifical Mission has since ex-
pended more than $10 million
in goods and self-help training
for refugees, regardless of creed
or politics. In a quiet way, by
helping a refugee to help him-
self, the Pope’s mission is try-
ing to make peace.

Why does Palestine — every-
body’s Holy Land — explode?
Mostly, because ordinary peo-
ple elsewhere in the world are
neglecting their duty. Prefer
ring to oversimplify, they hope
the war will settle itself or sim-
ply “go away.” So long as the
basic issues are unresolved —
in particular, justice to the
refugee —the Middle East will
know no peace.
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Look, Parish! No Boundaries, Buildings!

By MIKE McCARVILLE

Oklahoma City — (NC) —
“Announcing,” said the classi-
fied advertisement, “T'he Com-
munity of John XXIII — Of-
fice of the Administrator, 111
Northwest 23rd Street, JAck-
son-4-1023. Inquiries welcome.”

By the time the classified ad
appeared, it caused barely a rip-
ple among Oklahoma Catholics,
at least those who had follow-
ed the formation of this unique
Catholic parish.

The advertisement appeared
less than two weeks ago. But
for months prior to its publica-
tion. a group of Oklahoma City
Catholics worked as quietly as
pussible among themselves in
formulating plans and ideas for
an experimental parish, a par-
1sh without territorialb bound-
ries, without property, without
membership restrictions.

Concerned about the size and
anonymity of existing parishes
and wishing to become¢ more In-
volved in their sodety, the
group joined forces and peti-
tioned Bishop Victor J. Reed of
Oklahoma City-Tulsa for per-
mission to put their ldeas to the
test: Would the bishop allow an
experimental parish? e

Bishop Reed, a man whose

patience with his critics (and
they are many) hias become al-
most legend in Oklahoma, sure-
ly must have wondered if such
a parish would open him to
more criticism from those who
have come to be called “Tradi-
tionalists.”

Bt if Bishop Reed did have
second thoughts, he put them
aside and, about two months
ago_ gave his approval for the
parish.

Paul Sprehe, an Oklahoma
City businessman, was elected
chairman of the parish by its
charter members.

When the group wis still
planning, it decided to ask Bish-
op Reed to assign a young, ener-
getic, outspoken Edmond
(Okla,) priest, Father William
F. Nerin, to the new parish.

Father Nerin was appointed
to the parish, but not as the
pastor. Instead, he was named
“administrator,”” a role that
after three Sundays of worship
he finds *‘real fine.”

As adminisirator of the par-
ish, Father Nerin finds that he
holds no authoritarian role. He
is considered a hired employe,
and indeed, is an employe. He
is paid a salary of less than
$7,500 per yor, and from his
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salary must pay his own rent,
buy his own car and pay his
other living expenses.

He lives in an apartment near
the rented office at 111 N.W.
23rd Street, and his church is
a building the parish rents.

Since the parish was planned
as an experiment, a two-year
time limit was set.

During those two years, par-
ish members hope to develop
the answers to 20 questions.

They are questions many
Catholics will scoff at, and
others will applaud. Among the
questions are these two, indica-
tive of the rest:

“Can the Church exist and
efficiently serve (the people)
without a physical structure?”

“How heterogeneous a group
of people can we have at a
meeting and still sit face to
face?"

“We're going to be as scien-
tific as possible in this experi-
ment,” said Father Nerin.

But he didn’t mean antisep-
tic scientific.

The members of the Com-
munity of John XXIII already
are involved in the life of the
community around it. Members
have been active in circulating
petitions calling for a popular
vote on how Oklahoma's judi-
ciary will be chosen.

They've founded “FISH,” an
interdenominational effort to
aid “anyone who needs help,”
Father Nerin said.

The ideas come fast and furi-
ous. The people of the Com-
munity of John XXIII gather
each Sunday morning for three
hours of worship and discussion.

“In an ordinary Mass,"” said
Father Nerin, “you just sit
there and try to understand it.”

At the Community of John
XXIII, however, there is dia-
logue. Discussions include the
Mass, liturgy, social action and
involvement in the world.

Attendance is not limited to
members, or to Catholics, for
that matter. On a recent Sun-
day, a Presbyterian attended.

Members of the - community
now are contacting pastors and
telling them of the new com-
munity and its desire to be of
service. .

Service is the key to the’

charter members of the com-
munity, and Father Nerin
agrees.

“We're going to use our capi-
tal for helping man (instead of
building churches). Our respon-
sibihty as Christians is to be
of service to man.

“Wo've decided to spend
more on others than for our-
selves” he added, and “FISH”
is an example of what he means.

Although an original mem-
bership maximum of 75 fami-
lies was gset, Sprehe has said
that's by no means a fixed
number. The community will ac-
cept all thosz who want to join,
provided it does not, in a para-
dox, hecome a case of member
ship leading to anonymity of
the individuals, one of the main
reasons the group chose to act
as a small group in the first
place,

"The necessity for a small
group is obvious. At a recent
meeting, for example, Mass was
offercd and was followed by
group discussions, committee re-

.ports.on; varipus ptojects,. a.vote ..

on one item and talk about
Catholic action. Future meet-
ings will probably be similar,

What groups or individuals,
Father Nerin was asked, is the
parish designed to serve? *“Any-
one,” he answered, “who is will-
ing to commit himself (to Chris-
tian action) for two years.” -

And, he added, the parish
isn't designed to serve its mem-
bers. It is instead designed to
allow its members to serve their
fellow man, and that is as in
keeping with Vatican Council
II as it can be.
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 Pope Says Missionaries
Put Church "On the Move'

Vatican City—(NC)—Thg missionary character’ of the
Church, Pope Paul has said, makes it a ‘“‘society on the

move."”

Continuing his series of talks on the nature of the

The over-all numerical break-
down for both Houses of Con-
gress showed there will be 404
Protestants, the same as in the
89th Congress; 109 Catholics; 18
Jews, one more than in the last

Liturgy and Life

Church during weekly general audiences, the Pope said that
its “innate thrust toward expansion is a characteristic of the

nascent Church which gives an indication of its essential rea-

son for being. ..

two vyears, and four members
who do not list a religious af-
filiation.

Denominational leadership in
the Senate is held again by
Methodists, with 24, the same
number as in the 89th Congress.
Methodists also have 69 mem-
bers of the House, one less than
in the last two years.

Kyrie Eleison .. . With the thricerepeated invocation,
“Lord Have Mercy ... Christ Have Mercy," the worship-
per acknowledges his dependence on God and his need
for divine pardon of his sins. This invocation, one of the
few Greek passages in the Latin Liturgy, is presented
above in the Greek letters. Note the *“R’ which looks
like a “P"" in the Roman alphabet and the X-shaped Chi
with which the name of Christ begins on the second line.

“It is characteristic and indicative, we say. The Church

is a society on the move, it is a religious body vgkhich must
expand. It has been sent out by Christ; it is missionary.”

The Pope noted the increased emphasis given today to

this missionary aspect and the Vatican Council’s teaching
that all the people of God are called on to be missionaries.
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Should Communists Get Equal Time?

By GARY MacEOIN

A correspondent who calls himself a
fairly regular reader of my column chides
me for failing to give equal time to the
Communists. I have a fixation, he thinks,
on Latin American dictators in the tradi-
tion of Trujillo, about whom 1 wrote
recently.

I could be flip and say I've been offered
more bribeg by Trujillo than by all the
Communist dictators I have known. It
would be true, for the Caribbean butcher
tried as hard (if less successfully) to buy
my support as that of many other Ameri-
can newsmen, politicians and businessmen.

I could also say that I haven't been
‘neglecting the Communists, even in days
long gone, before car bumpers in South-
ern Californla sprouted the sticker, “Kill
a Comtnie for Christ.” If the Communists
do in fact keep those card indexes of
enenles marked for liquidation, with
which they are credited, then I'm in deep
trouble.

I made the mistake of using .my own

name when in 1951 I published a book
called “The Communist War on Religion.”
1 am similarly identified as the author of
a current Ave Maria Press pamphlet,
“Communism Today.”

In the columns to which my correspond.
ent takes exception, however, my purpose
has been different. I am concerned with
our current and projected world policies,
I am trying to show that today, as yester
day, we are on the 'wrong side in Latin
America. We still believe in military
coups and giveé them our active backing,
as we gave it to Trujillo for so many
years, because they bring order, a climate
for U.S. investment. a period of pros
perous expansion and profits for everyone.

We refuse to recognize that the prog
nosis is always the same: a psyhotic re
action of savagery, a concentration of
resources on unproductive armed forces
(witness the current supersonic jet fighter
race in southern South America), eco
nomic decline, social upheaval. The dicta.
tor leaves belaind him material and moral
decline, mew men who are imferior in

judgment, technique, temperament and
morality, to those he liquidated.

Referring to this situation in his own
country and to our part in perpefuating
it( Bishop Jose Tavora of Aracaju, Brazil,
recently denounced such *“cruel and, in-
human” capitalism. “A peril greater than
communism threatens the world,” he said,
“and the capitalist regime is responsible

. for it. By reason of its incompetence and

its greed for excessive profits, it forgets
the millions of inhabitants of the under-
developed regions to add to the prosperity
of the zones in which people -already live
in comfort.” ‘

For my purpose, I do not have to agree
with Bishop Tavora that one peril is
greater thap the other. I have only to
point out that both perils exist, and that
we should be concerned with the one
which we are actively encouraging. We
should be concerned not only for the
Christian motive expressed by Bishop
Tavora, but also for the selfish motive
that In the present dynamic condition of
the underdeveloped world, the higher

we build the dikes, the greater will be
the destruction when they give way.

To protect ourselves, we must withdraw
our support of socio-political institutions
which the bishops of Latin America, fol-
lowing the lead of the Vatican Council,
insist is a preliminary to world normality
and peace. oo

If the United States were supporting

the creation and survival of Communist °

dictatorships, I assure my correspondent
that I would be the first to protest. But

that is no part of our policy or practice,

though perhaps only because they have
consistently rejected our offers of the
kind of economic help which Trujillo and
his ilk encouraged. My opposition in

principle is slearly on the record. If I -

refuse to repeat sterile condemnations, I

am in the good company of Pope John

and the Vitican Council. Like the Council
in its constitutoifi on the Church in the
World Today, I think we better serve
humanity by evaluating the positive con~
tent even in someéthing so emotionally
repulsive to us Christians as the atheism
of the t\lialet‘:tical materialists. J
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