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policies designed to keep their
activity limited.

Is it time for us to begin to
question whether Newman As-
sociations in general, valuable
as they may have been for an-
other age and mentality, can
possibly hope to meet ALL the
expectations of today?

The Church needs a univer-
sity chaplain. Catholic students
should have the opportunity af-
forded by his convenient of-
fice and Mass-on-campus (in-
triguing possibilities of liturgi-
cal experiment?); guidance and|
counsel and Sunday night so-’
cials — in short, the availabil-|
ity of the cleric of good will
answers, no doubt, the needs
of some. But as ‘“total pres,

ence,”” attempting non-credit,
extra - curricular “theology”
classes and seminars, Newman

¢

groups often are secn as rickety
postures of the old ‘“ghetto”

mind: existing on the campus
fringe for the ‘‘dcfense” and’
“protection” of the few non-par
ticipants in the Catholic systems
reluctantly permitted by the
Church to be on a secular cam-
pus.

The presiding chaplain—and
American bishops and priests;
as well, for that matter — are
generally in no sense products
of the secular campus situation
they are asked to evaluate, Too
often they are forced into a de-
meaning struggle for their own
support or — the “‘ghetto” mind
in a more claborate disguise—
reduced to the humiliation of
engratiating themselves into so-
cial calendars to ‘““work on” this
or that key figure in university
personnel.

Clearly the university chap
lain needs and deserves all the
facilities necessary to function
realistically as chaplain. But
the new situation thiusts itself

far beyond the “chaplain
phase,”” 1 believe. To settle
easily for more and better

buildings, for example, or more
clergy doing the sameold things
more elaborately the old way,
may make Christianity on com-
pus superficially more improes.
sive. But the most advanced en
terprises of this kind today
(Arizona? Wisconsin?) continue
to reach only a tiny fraction of
Catholic students. Further, such
a placement of resources seem
to imply a radically wrong con
cept of what ‘“impressive”
means in both Christian and
university terms.

Many bishops and priests,
then, are confronted with a sit
ation now for which nothing in
their training or experience pre-
pared them — even as recently
as 10 years ago. Engagement we
wan(, and necd: the ‘“how-to"
phase is simply not clear at this
time. At least one bright spot,
however, may be emerging as
a base on which to huild some

reinforcement to the presently’do -with {12 1 wonder

olic

bleak picture of the things of
God in the halls of Academe.

A growing number of priests
and sisters have of late years
been appearing on the local uni-
versity campus, t0 prepare
themsclves academically for
work elsewhere. Their almost
universal experience has been
that in the casual encounters of
classroom struggle they can do
more—or BE more—of Christ
than ever would have been
possible in an of fice or room,
detached from the mainstream
and therefore identified with
the burcaucracy — as even the
ideal ““Catholic Center on Cam-
pus” would seem to be. These
priests and nuns have often
found, sometimes to their great
surprise, a more ready and
genuine acceplance as people
within the secular university
milieu than they could honest-
ly have hoped for “back home™
in their own school situations.

same concept Bishop Casey is
using with inner city work in
Paterson, and -Bishop Sheen
urges as the prescnti task of mis-
sioners, might be fruitfully ap-
plied locally in a different sense
of the word “feeding.” Such an
experiment is not without prece-
dent elsewhere, and even at the
University of Rochester where
ordained and religiously com-
mitted ministers of other Chris-
tian persuasions have found it
possible to “be” what they are
— men of God — while im-
pressively performing academic
tasks in their other areas.

Because of historical forces
presumably no longer operative,
and a simple communication
gap that still exists locally, cer-
tain  attitudes of distrust and
suspicion must he “lived out,”
1 suspect, on both sides. But
surely we ar¢ beyond the old-
time misgivings about infiltra.
tiom and proselytizing by now.

The meaning systems through
which their presence filtered,
though often alien (o their own,
was rarely hostile.

One reason, perhaps, for this

paradox is not hard to find
(specific density of stereo-
type?). As a result of these

oblique encounters, dozens and
perhaps hundreds of people
who never had  anything re-

motely resembling personal
contact with priest or nun be-

fore, and who indeed can go
through years at the university
without even hearing of ‘‘re-
ligious presence” there, have
found at the very heart of their

academic life some warm friend-

ships and understanding that, I
take it, is the preamble to mod-
ern concepts of " witness.”

Surely this is a healthy de-
velopment from all points of
view, for the priests and nuns
have learned too. The best, and
maybe the only, way to ‘“‘be
vulnerable to every agony” is
to share it in somec measure.
And this impact on our teach-
ers is more and more affecting
their work in specifically Cath-
institutions. For as the
Catholic colleges go on with
their werk, trying to enlighten
those prescnt with a Christian
view of life penetrating their
academic and life cxperience,
the very quality of that insight
is heing hammered out right
now on the secular campuses
the teachers attend — with or
without an accepted Christian
catalyst for the secular human-
ist dynamism that animates It.

Can some of these people he
left for work in thcir fields on
those campuses? If I under-
stand ‘“witness” correctly, I
wonder if they couldn’t stay
there as cxamples of the Chris-

tian life shown-and-experienced.
actually lived in the "Quter
City” on River Boulevard.

Might this not be a worthwhile
experiment, just to see what
the grace of God might possibly
if the
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EVERYTHING

FOR THE
FRIEND
WHO HAS

And only the very immature
today confuse the questioning
process, an cstahlished learning
method as old as Socrates, with
“‘challenges to faith” requiring
instant “dcfense.”

But a priest or sister engag-
ed in non-theological work on
a secular campus? Certainly not
very many, and not someone
routinely assigned to it. Yet so
far as the non-theological part
is concerned, I'm really not sure
it matters very much. What
passed for theology in our re-
cent history, a largely notional
affair contrwlled by a static,
*‘here-are-theanswers”  version
of Thomism, is frankly of little
interest to students on secular
campuses. Not until they are
older, maybe much older, will
they want to know “about re-
ligion” in the sense of whether
certain structures or systems
are “true’’; these questions
<gern somehow trivial compared
to the compelling issues before
t hern.

The modern American uni-
versity has vast specialized areas
of study and research, and
enormous complexities of struc-
ture which, while giving its new
student an identity card (most-
ly for library purposes), rapid-
ly then submerges him in mani-
fold bewilderments and com-
petitive pressures at the very
time in his lifc when other
awareness becomes keenest —
technology, the Bomb, situation
cthics, basic social changes, sex,
career, the draft, and so on. He
is promptly forced to seek mean-
ing.

Perhaps at this point the ox-
posed official Catholic witness
has somcthing to offer — his
deep  conviction, for example,
that impersonality is un-Chris-
tian, ials own coherence system
manifested (not ‘“preached”)
and evaluated among all the
others they see, including the
proposition that the search for
‘meaning is a1 pseudo-hunger in
the first place. The Church per-
son who can bring his own sen
sibilities to bear at this point,
who has his finger on the pulse
of the university and does not
have to “prove” that his reli-
gious commitment in no way
corrupts, compromises, or other-
wise interferes with his work
on campus — who can most of
all listen — seems to me des-
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River Boulevard. Surely the
Church has such people — may-
b€ many such. And to those
who might object to “danger-
owis” aspects I can only suggest
the transcendent damger of
nearly total irrelevance; to our
culture, a danger whichh may be
much closer than we would like
to think. . 1

To lecture the University of
Rochester on its own attitudes
anad identity would indeed be
presumptuous, since they never
did so to me. Admittedly they
cannot simply agrec onn what 1
seee as the “Great Absence” on
arn otherwise vigorvus and in-
spriring campus. No doubt offi-
cials have cxamined the student
petition, and some may feel
theat lending official prestige to
Religion 101 surveys — the in-
fo rmation-giving part of the
phase — will not satisfy what
the students feel they meed, or
at least want to sec available
for those who do. Certainly not
al1 the pctition-signers (and I
arn one) would be likely to take
swch courses. Some would, no
doubt. But the opposite ex-
treme’ — exercises in personal
ex ploration and exchange of
pieties, perhaps as a kind of
theological group therapy —
may seem an uinworthy intru-
sion on the work of chaplains,
and academically unsuitable.

A study of what is already
heing done at Columhia, Har-
vatd (since 1959), Yale (since
1963), Brown, Princetonn, Stan-
fowrd, Iowa, Michigan and else-
where might serve as an en-
lizhtening preamble for the
faculty committee on some pres-
ent trends in American univer-
sit des,

3f however by “classes” the
sttadents mecan the sort of dy-
namic interchange they saw on
Nosvember 20, regularly sched-
uled and supported by the uni-
versity itself in cooperation
with the Church .- affiliated
groups on campus, then this at
lemst seems to me a valid de-
mand for them to make. They
should not have to seek reli
gimus Cinderellas on the fringes
of university life in this day
and age — the university may
now feel it owes its students,
at minimum, a quite uremistak-
abEe and unashamed recognition
of the validity of religious in-
quiary as a part of their life.
preparation.

Ef a Faculty committee saw fit
to engage Church persomnnel in
dimlogue on this, I can think of
no more healthy exercise for all
coracerned, now that thre ecu-
me-nical movement makes a be-
liewable approach possible for
sec-ular institutions. The feed-
back from such contact has
cnormous implications for the
caase of ecumenism itself, and
for the cause of the new and
better society we all share and
in which the university has a
ver-y great stake.

Obviously the nature of the
solution to student demands,
andd who is to provide it, Is in
thee end the sole resporxsibility
of the University of Rochester
itself. It must seek its own
answers, finally, in its own no-
tiora of what a university is all
abosut—satisfying its own vision
abosut the possible limzits of

perately needed at this time on

‘meliora.”
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everything is a

name (or hers),

What to give at Christmas to the friend who has

problem no longer. Now, in his
you can wipe out hardship. . . .

A Young men need your help to become good

PROBLEM?

priests. Millions of babies are hurgry all the
time. Christmas will be happy if you help people

like these, in your friend’s name. We''ll send him
(or her) a new artistic personalized Gift Card in
time for Christinas, saying what you have done.
. .. To train a native priest costs omly $600 all
told ($100 a year, $8.50 a month). To train a
Sister costs merely $300 ($150 a year, $12.50
a month). Give an altar to a mission chufch
($75), a chalice ($40), a ciborium (340), a
tabernacle ($25). a saint's picture ($15), a
sanctuary bell ($5). For as little as $10 you can
feed a family of refugees for a month.

FOR
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A
CHURCH

than you think.

for instance: i
Muvattupuzha,
poverty places.

Build a church, and name it yourself for the
saint of your choice? You can do it for much less

The Holy Father says a churchis

urgently needed in Decamere, Ethiopia ($3.750),

n Zahle, Lebanon ($3,695); In
India ($2.,473), and scores of
What an appropriate. lasting gift

at Christmas in your loved ones’ meemory! . . .
Write to us. All gifts are tax-deductible, of

course, in the U. S. A,
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mas stockings
one of them?

her photo, ask
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YOU

The Midnight Mass in Bethlehem will be offered
for the members of this Association . This is our
Christmas Gift.
members share also in the Masses, prayers, and
sacrifices of our mission priests and Sisters.
In time for Christmas. enroll yowrself, your
family and~friends? The offering (used for the
poor in 18 developing countries) is very low.
Youcan enroll your family (living and deceased)
in perpetual membership ($100)
membership ($10). To enroll an individual
(living or deceased) the offering is $25 (per-

In Bethlehem, orphan girls wilt find their Christ.

empty. Like to be Santa Claus to
You can ‘adopt’ a little girl for

only $10 a month ($120 a year). We'll send you

her to write to you.

. . Day by day, a¥l year long,

or annual

petual) or $2 (annual). . . . Ask us to send Gift
Cards betore Christmas, if you wish.
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Dear
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Day of Recollection Set
By Sr. Joseph Gilmary

Horseheads -— A day of recollection will be given

by Sister Joseph Gilmary, S.S.J., at St.

Mary Our

Mother, Horseheads, on Sunday, Dec. 4.

This is a special Advent
project of the Altar and Rosary
Society, under the cochairman-
ship ef Mrs Willlam Hulbert
and Mrs. Donald Stebbins, and
is open to the ladies of the area,
especially the teenage girls at-
tending public high schools.

Sister Joseph Gilmary is Re-
gional Superior of the Sisters
of St. Joseph and lives at St.
Joseph Convent in Auburn.

Her first conference at 2:30
will be, “Kindness or Charity:
the Foundation for Family Com-
munity." Second conference at
3:30 will be, “Kindness or Char-
ity: the Foundation for Parish
Community.” Following the con-
ferences, there will be a Bible
Service on "God’s Love for

Man.”

Reegistration will take place at
1:45 pm. The services will be
comapleted by 5:30 pm. Coffee
an& refreshments available.

Theology Award

To Dominican

Washington — (NC) — Car-
din.al Spellman of New York
and@ Father Paul McKeever,

pre-sident of the Catholic The-
ological Sociely of Axmerica,
joimed to present the society’s
Cardinal Spellman award to
Dorninican Father Paul Kevin
Meaigher at a ceremony at Holy
Redicemer College here.
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Communion Breakfast

The Parent-Teacher Associa-
tion of Nazareth Academny will
sponsor a Communion breakfast
for the sophomores of the acad:
emy and their parents, Dec. 4
in the school cafeteria following
a Mass offered by Father James
Williams, school chaplain, at 9
a.m. in the auditorium. Guest
speaker will be Howard Hosmer
of the staff of WHEC.

Spaghetti Supper

The Student Council of Naza-
reth Academy will sponsor a
“Dad's Christmas Fun Night”
in the school cafeteria, Dec. 11.
The event will open with a spa-
ghetti supper, after which sti-
dents will present an informal
entertainment.

English Awards

Several area high schoo] stu-
dents have  been honored for
their achievements in the field
of English. Bonnie Sutherland
of Bishop Kearney and Maureen
Dey oand Shannon Wixsom of
Nazareth Academy have been
cited by the National Council of
Teachers of English in its an-
nual achievement awards com-
petition.

Miss Dey, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Peter Dey, 195 Danforth
St., was named a national win-
ner and received a certificaite of
superior achievement. Miss Wix-:
som, daughter of Mr, and Mrs.
George Wixsom, 436 Yarmouth
R4., was named runner-up. Also
named a national rurnaner-up
was Miss Sutherland, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. John Suther
land, 204 Frankland Rd.

In announcing the winners,
James Squire, executive sec
retary of NCTE, stated that the
Council recommends these stu-
dents for college scholarships
in 1967. The NCTE senads all
winners and runners-up strolls
of recognition and it horzors
their high school English de-
partments with certificates of
merit.

Essay Contest Winners

Two Bishop Kearney High
School seniors who wrote prize-
winning essays in a contest
sponsored by the Rochester Op-
timist Club were honored at a
banquet Nov.
Landing Restaurant. Greg Con-
deracci and Liz Wilsom won
second place and homorable
mention in a competition de-
signed to encourage law en-
lorcement among teenage1s,

Judging the entries were
Judge John Conway, Police Ser-
gean! Don Williams and Bill
Beeney, colymnist for the Dem-
ocrat and CHrdnicle.

Exchange Students

Notre Dame High School,
Elmira, opened its doors to its
second exchange student of the
year on Nov, 19, vhen Comstanza
Caro joined the student body.
She arrived from Bogota Co-
lombia on an exchange program
sponsored by the Internatiomal
Fellowship. Constanza will Live
with the family of Notre Dame
junior Mary Kelly for thxee
months and for the remaining
time will stay with the famnily of
senior Mary Ann Gridley.

Miss Lucrecia Braham, Guate-
mala City, joined the student
body in September preparstory
to entering St. Joseph's Hospital
School of Nursing next year.
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fessional training in this coun-
try, the dean of Harvard Uni-
versity’s divinity school wunder-
scored here.

Large foundations as well as
the churches have failed to sup-
port innovation in theological
schools, Dean Samuel H. Miller
said in an address at a lunch-
eon in the Cosmos Club here.

“What is more surprising is
the might of the wealthiest in-
stitutions in our society, mame-
ly, the church,” Dean Miller
recounter. “In 1956, 49 per
cent of all philanthropy in
Amerca was given for religious-
ly oriented purposes - more
than $5.5 billion—and yet of
this vast sum only a small
amount, 4 per cemt, is spent
in training competent leader-
ship.

Housing Topic
At Interracial
Unit's Meeting

Theology Study |
Reported Starved

Washington — (NC) — There is a need for a
“thoroughgoing reyolution” in theological edu cation
which is being starved when compared with other pro-

““The cost of theological edu
cation doubled betweem 1940
and 1950; between 1950 and
1960, it doubled again, and it
bids fair to double £n this
decade once more,” lme con
tinued. ““Yet the use of church
money for theological ed ucation
is vastly erratic and inefficient.
Scores of denomiraational
schools, too small to achigve a
community of religious dialogue
in the face of overspecialization,
or too much concerned with
conforming to stereotypes im-
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posed by denominational cus:
tom, are in need of radical
revision.”

To save theological schools,
large and small, denomirxational
and undenominational, from
“mediocrity,” Dean Miler rec
ommended “a vast and critical
review, with an eye to reducing
their numbers, redeploying
their resources, diversifying
their functions, relocating their(]
services.””

HORNEILL, M. ¥.

Rochester Catholic Interracial
Council meeting will be held
Wednesday, Dec. 7 at St. John'
the Evangelist hall on Hum-
boldt St. at 8 p.m. This will be:
the second in the current series
on discussions on housing

The speakers will be Rabert'
Sipprell, executive director of
the Rochester Housing Author-

ity; Bernard Lancer, board
member of C.I.C. Housing!
Foundation; and Mrs. Alma

Greene, Family Relocation Ad-
ministrator of the 3rd Ward
Urban Renewal Project.

The speakers will consider
the general need for new hous-
ing among low and middle in-
come groups and the C.I.C."s ex-
periment with family sponsor-
ship. Slides will be shown dem-|
onstrating the contrast between
former housing and housing
currently provided through the
Family Sponsoring plan.

After the panel
there will be a question
answer period.

discussion
and

The meeting is open to the
public, Catholics in the area
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