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- An Episcopal nmumster  who
found that tradlitional church
music wasn't “gelting to” teen-

Church Music for The Pepsi Generation

By, THOMAS DONOHUE -

This is the fousth in a series
of articles'on church misic. Mr.
Donobue, a member of the Di-
ocesan Music Commission, is or-
ganist and choirmaster at Old
St. Mary’s Church in midtoun
Rochester, chairman of the vocal
music department at Bishop
Kearney High School, and di-
vector of music at St. Andrew's
Seminary.

From time to time the read-
ing public is startled to see a
picture of teen-agers doing one
of their frenetic dances in the
aisles of some normally staid,
gothic church during a youth
service. Recently in the chapel
of Trinity College in Hartford
a rack 'nm roll mass composed
by an Episcopal minister was
sung during a Homccoming
Weekend complete with all the
guitars, horns and amplifiers.

Locally things are more con-
sex‘vatlve, liturgically speaking,
in our high schools and colleges.
The most avant-garde does fittle
more than some mediocre mel-
odies with words poetically. not
more uplifting than “Puff the
Magic Dragon.”

us rather discuss the folk type

peal for high school and college
students. Although some schools
favor this type, most schools in

in tame renditions of folk ele-
ments in the midst of tradi-
tional hymn singing.- Quite often
some bad rendering of folk
Masses and folk singing has
been heard at Masses for stu-
dents, at-.times carelessly hit
and miss, is frequently accom-
panied by much talk and bang-
ing of guitars.
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Students in our Catholic col-
leges and high schools have the
opportunity to “allemmd Mass on
First Fridays, often during
home room class periods, during
retireats and on special occa-
sions such as mission days and
patronal feasts. How, it can he
asked, are the schools and col-
leges making sound attempts of
enduring value (0o implement
the musical and liturgical re-
newal which has followed the
Second Vatican Council?

This is not the place to dis-
cuss traditional hymn singing
except to affirm- that good
hymns, properly performed, are
as rich a musicalreligious ex-
perience as can be found to
inspire young and old alike. Let

Masses which have a specigl ap-

Generally the cffort consists

the area fean heavily on tradi-

rminded even though most do

“hand ,

tional hymns with folk Masses
being reserved for special oc-
casions. A recent sampling of
opinion in some local schools
showed the average student not
fully committed to any type of
religious music in fact.

Young people are quite open-

enjoy singing folk music. The
teachier or adviser, on the other
trying to do his or her
‘best in helping the student to-
ward devotion at Mass is some-
what d¢onfused as to what is
right and acceptable. It would
seem that the situation needs
sound direction.

Liturgical Guidelines

The “Constitution on the Sa-
cred Liturgy” states that “the
Church has no wish to impose
a rigid uniformity in matters
which do not implicate the faith
or the good of the whole com-
munity. (n. 37)"" Such a state-
ment leaves the way open to
a healthy adaptation of the lit-
urgy to the needs of special
groups; for example, children,
teenagers, cthnic groups.

The Newsletter of the Ameri-
can Bishops' Commission on the
Lityrgical  Apostolate is more
oxplicit; “When  a service of

worship is conducted primarily

‘Rock’

By BETSY BUES
(Special to The Conrnr) ;

agers in a jail where he was
chaplain, set an Fmscopal hymn
lo rock and roll music.

And it went over.
That was back 1n January

Early this month an entie
Episcopal rock and roll Mas,
he composed made ils debut at
Trinity College i Hartfoud,
Conn,

And that went over, too

Now the Rev. Herbert Drae-
sel, rector of the House of
Prayer in Newark, NJ. and a
1961 alumnus of Trinity looks
toward instituting the Mass in
parishes “for special occasions™
and even hopes Roman Catho-
lies may use it.

The first usc of the Mass in
a conservative Gothic styled col-

lege chapel for the school's
Homecoming  Weekend  drew
more than 600 college men.

their dates, alumni. neighbors.
and area tennagers and vounyg
adults.

The Trinity Glee Club, backed
by guitars, drums. horns and
loud amplificrs hmng the cen
tral aisle, sang the openmy
hymn, “Take My Life and Let
It Be,” from the 1940 Episcopal
Hymnal.

‘Take my life and fet it be,
Consecrated Lord to Thee . . .
Take my hands and let them
move, at the impulse of Thy
Love; Take my feet and let
them be, Swift and beautiful
for Thee,” sang the men’

The congregation  answered
the prayer. Feet were tapping

vally as the rock and roll sound
Nilled
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Rock 'n Roll Episcopalian Mass at Trinity College.

Mass Says Yes to Life

the chapel .

The traditional parts of (he
Eucharistic serviee were all pint
to the new musie: the “Kyrie

Elcison,” “Creed)” “*Sursum
Corda and Sanclus,” “Agnus
Del,”  and G loria”  The
“Gloria™ sung after the thanks-

glving following Communion in
the Episcopal Mass,

The seimon, delnered by the
college chaplmn, the Rev. Alan
Tull, was a defense of the new
music

“Ihe chureh should not be
shocked, thinking chureh people
should not be shocked, at the
use of rock and 1ol tg worship

| The

shack is Churst,
we find our ‘ves®'

in whom

service,  the
Mass talked

FFolloving the
composer of the
ahout his ideas

Draesel,

“miakes
We

According o Father
the rock and roll Mass
our offering more  real.
offer more of our whole selves,

But he warned against using
such a Mass as o drawing card
to church. "We don’t like to
think  of  people commg to
church just for Sunday cnter
tanmenl.”

The

real poal of the new

God, Father Tull smd.

e  admitted the music
“doesn’t  sound  like  church
music. This music was writlen
for the dance — not for lhe
church.” But, he continued, "the

church l\nows that its Lond re-
fused to make distinctionis be-
tween what was sacred  and
what was otherwise,”

Saturday night to worship God
on Sunday,” he said. "1 is
very 20th century  music and
the Lord of the chureh rules
all tradition.

IFather Tull said that young
people who dance to rock and
roll are thereby giving o great
affirmation to life. “We make
the same yes' to hfe™ at church
1 such a Mass, he continued.

*The Rock 'n' Roll Mass is a
'yes' to the life we know, in
the context of celebrating all
of life. The excitement of rock
‘and roll this moring Is caught
up in a bigger celebration,”
sald Father Tull

He
that's

sind - “there s nothing
sacred,  nothang that's

'*"l.
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"We are using the music from

for gathermgs of youth of high
school or college age, and not

for ordinary parish congrega-

tions, the choice of music which
is meaningful to persons of this
age level should be considered
valid and purposeful.

The use of this music presup-
poses: a) that the music itself
can be said to contain genuine
merit; b) that if instruments
other than the organ are em-
ployed as accompaniment for
the singing, they should be
played in a mahner that is
suitable for public worship; c)
that the liturgical texts should
be respected. The incorporation
of incongruous melodies and
texts, adapted from popular hal-
lads should be avoided. (empha
sis added)”

A SIGNIFICANT c¢laboration
and application of this passage
for our diocesan usage will be
found in the “Ljturgical Guide-
Book for the Diocese of Roch-

ester” now being prepared for
publication.
One important clarification

contained there can be cited
here: “No matter how worthy
the thoughts expressed in the
text may be, their force and
suitability as prayer can fre
quently be minimized by being

Mass, says Father Draesel, is
“to speak to the people who
are alrcady in church.” .

In 1964 Father Draesel com-
posed a folk Mass, "Rejoice,”
which has been performed in
parishes and has been recorded
for commercial sales. The “Mass

.| With a Rock 'n' Roll Beat” will

also be on sale as a record, and
he hopes wilt be used by other
college groups.

Father Draesel, who until
now has used {raditional Epis-
copal hymns, also plans on writ-
ing new words to f{it in with
contemporary life.
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which ought to be avoided.

No matter how meaningful
they may be, they remain alien
to worship.”

Some Practical Suggestions
During this period of {ransi-

music, we must expect a certain
amount of trial and error in
efforts aimed at achieving par-
ticipation. Much mediocre and
trite programming, however,

musicians and liturgists were
consulted or if well qualified
teachers were in charge of ar-
ranging programs or selecting
music to be used during divine
wedded with melodies which
have other and, at times dis-
tracting associations for the
worshipper. Texts sung to mel-
odies of the music hall (like
Edelweiss) or of the glee ¢lub
(like ‘*Michael, row the hoat
ashore’™) are examples of ‘the
incongruous melodies and texts,
adapted from popular ballads'
services especially at the high
school and college levels, It is
at these levels that we should
be developing the musical tastes
of our students just as we do in
literature and the other arts.

Artistic norms should not be
lowered in regard to church
music. The singing done at
Masses for students need never
be irreverent or inartistic even
when folk music types are used.

Much good music is available
in the folk idiom. The Gelineau
Psalms, settings by Deiss, Som-
erville, Goemanne and Ver-
mulst, to mention but a few,
employ folk elements discreetly
and yet have a strong appeal
to young people as well as to
the whole community. The
standards we hold up will carry
aver lo the parish which, after

1all,

is the center of Riturgical
worship. The secondary schools
are not helping the general
good of the whole worshipping
community by too exclusive a
fostering of an art formm which
may, in the long run, even
prove alien to the mainsiream
of the Church’s liturgical activ-
ity. In any event, a steady diet

jof folk Musses makes the tran-

sition to the hymns sung at
parochial Sunday Masses more
difficult,

Music directors, chaplains and
student leaders in owur high
schools and colleges should con-
tinue {0 encourage young peo-
ple to participate actively and
meaningfully Iin theix own
Masses. But a loving respect
for hoth the fine vernacular
hymns of our Christian tradition
and the new songs of the
Church should be inculcated.
Both should, as it were, be
given ecqual time and fair pre-
sentation.

There is no Intention here of
dictating specifics to musicians
who have wide knowledge and
experience. Nor is thleere any
attempt to discourage creative
and imaginative effort to do all
in order to provide a truly
vital, liturgical exeprience for
our youth. One suggestton, how-
over, would be to make regular

*Authentic
Scotch
Dollar
s (Crown)
minted
between
1603 1625

changed except

Available in

tion in the Church's liturgy andj|-

can be avoided if competent|.

investigation of what is cur-
rently available from publishers
of church music, and make a
wide, judicious selection of what
is found. The Gelineau Psalms
have proved to be very popular,
for example. “My Shepherd is
the Lord” might be a good
illustration of one form with
which to begin. In “The Peoples
Mass Book” Psalm 150 set to
music by —an Vermulst could
be tried also.

At a school Mass the glee
club or a special group could
sing the verses with the whole
assembly joining in on the an-
tiphon. Other settings of the
psalms by composers such as
Lucien Deiss and Stephen Som-
erville might prove equally ef-
fective for group use.

Among the many hymns by
Father Clarence Rivers, “Gad is
Love” can easily be performed
with a quiet guitar accompani-
ment. The young Jesuit scholas-
tic, Paul Quinlan, has set music
to good texts with particularly
youthful appeal. But many tra.
ditional hymns are equally stir-
ring when given a rousing and
convincing performance; for ex-
ample, “Now thank we all our
God” and ‘“Praise God from
whom all blessings flow."

of the dangers of extremess,
Bending over backwaxds to
please the popular taste can
be equally as harmful as not
moving ahead with the Church
in the modern world,

Many young people justifiably
like a change from the siid,
square fare of some parishes.

Perhaps, then, it is the isolation}{

of the school which gives it thae
opportunity for providing the
youth with a meaningful, litur-
gical experience. There also lies
the danger of removing the
students from the larger context
of his worship and community
life. .

Itis a problem which cai be
met and solved only through
a happy blending of liturgicaal
understanding, musical sensi-
tivity and a sympathy fox youth
on the part of the teachers in
charge of liturgical music En
our schools. 4
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Hymns of this type should not
be neglected nor should the
many contemporary settings of

PROCESSING

the common parts of the Mass.
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London —(NC)— The Douai

translation of the Bible in Eng-
{ish, first published id ‘1609 and
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version among English Catho-
lics, according to a survey pub-
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