
Church Music for The Pepsi Generation 
, By THOMAS DONOHtJE 

This is the fourth in a series 
of articles on church mii'sic. Mr, 
Donohue, a member of the. Di­
ocesan Music Commission, is or 
ganist and choirmaster at Old 
St. Mary's Church in tnidtown 
Rochester, chairman of the vocal 
music department at Bishop 
Kearney High School, and di­
rector of music at St. Andrew's 
Seminary. 

From time to time the read­
ing public is startled to see a 
picture of teen-agers doing one 
of their frenetic dances in the 
aisles of some normally staid, 
gothic church during a youth 
service. Recently in the chapel 
of Trinity College in Hartford 
a ro,ck 'n roll mass composed 
by an Episcopal minister was 
sung during a Homecoming 
Weekend complete with all the 
guitars, horns and amplifiers. 

Locally things are more con­
servative, Jiturgically speaking, 
in our high schools and colleges. 
The most avant-garde does little 
more than some mediocre mel­
odies with words poetically not 
more uplifting than "Puff the 
Magic Dragon." 

Generally the effort consists 

in tame renditions of folk ele­
ments in the midst of tradi­
tional hymn singing.-Quite often 
some bad rendering of folk 
Masses and folk sinking has 
been heard at Masses for stu­
dents, at*t imes carelessly hit 
and miss, is frequently accom­
panied by much talk and bang­
ing of guitars. 

Students in our Catholic col 
leges and high schools have the 
opportunity to attend Mass on 
First Fridays, often during 
home room class periods, during 
retreats and on special occa­
sions such as missio-n days and 
patronal feasts. How, it can be 
asked, are the schools and col­
leges making sound attempts of 
enduring value lo implement 
the musical and liturgical re­
newal which has followed the 
Second Vatican Council? 

This is not the place to dis­
cuss traditional hymn singing 
except to affirm- that good 
hymns, properly performed, are 
as rich a musical-religious ex­
perience as can be found to 
inspire young and old alike. Let 
us rather discuss the folk type 
Masses which have a special ap­
peal for high school and college 
students. Alt hough some schools 
favor this type, most schools in 
the area lean heavily on tradi­

tional hymns with folk Masses 
being reserved for special oc­
casions. A recent sampling of 
opinion in some local schools 
showed t h e average student not 
fully committed to any type of 
religious music in fact. 

Young people are quite open-
minded even though most do 
enjoy singing folk music. The 
teacher or adviser, on the other 
"hand, trying to do his or her 
best in helping the student to­
ward devotion a t Mass is some 
what Confused as to what is 
right and acceptable. It would 
seem that the situation needs 
sound direction. 

Liturgical Guidelines 

The "Constitution on the Sa­
cred Liturgy" states that '"the 
Church has no wish to impose 
a rigid uniformity in matters 
which do not implicate the faith 
or the sood of the whole com­
munity, ( n . 37)" Such a state­
ment leaves the way open to 
a healthy adaptation of the lit­
urgy to the needs of special 
groups; for example, children, 
teenagers, ethnic groups. 

The Newsletter of the Ameri­
can Bisho|w>' Commission on the 
Liturgical Apostolalc is more 
explicit: "'When a service of 
worship is conducted primarily 

for gatherings of youth of high 
school or college age, and not 
for ordinary parish congrega 
tions, the choice of music which 
is meaningful to persons of this 
age level should be considered 
valid and purposeful. 

The use of this music presup­
poses: a) that the music itself 
can be said to contain genuine 
merit; b) that if instruments 
other than the organ are em­
ployed as accompaniment for 
the singing, they should be 
played in a manner that is 
suitable for public worship; c) 
that the liturgical texts should 
be respected. The incorporation 
of incongruous melodies and 
texts, adapted from popular bal­
lads should be avoided, (empha­
sis added)" 

A SIGNIFICANT elaboration 
and application of this passage 
for our diocesan usage will be 
found in the "liturgical Guide-
Book for the Diocese of Roch­
ester" now being prepared for 
publication. 

One important clarification 
contained there can be cited 
here: "No matter how worthy 
the thoughts expressed in the 
text may be, their force and 
suitability as prayer can fre­
quently be minimized by being 

Rock 'n Roll E p i s c o p a l i a n Mass a t Tr in i ty C o l l e g e . 

'Rock Mass Says Yes to Life 
By BETSY DUES 

(Sprcitll In The (.ii/n/ir) 

An Episcopal minister who 
found that tnidlidonal church 
music wasn't "getting to" teen­
agers in a jail where ho was 
chaplain, set an Kpiscopal hymn 
lo rock and roll music. 

And it went over. 

That was back in January 

Early this month an entire 
Episcopal rock and roll M.iv, 
he composed made lis debut at 
Trinity College in II art foul. 
Conn. 

And that went over, too 

Now the Rev. Herbert Drae-
sel, rector of Hie House of 
Prayer in Newark, N.J. and a 
1961 alumnus of Trinity looks 
toward instituting the Mass in 
parishes "for special occasions" 
and even hopes Roman Catho­
lics may use it. 

The first use of the Mass In 
a conservative Gothic styled col­
lege chapel for the school's 
Homecoming Weekend drew 
more than 600 college men. 
their dates, alumni, neighbors, 
and area tennagers and young 
adults. 

The Trinity Glee Club, hacked 
by guitars, -drums, horns and 
loud amplifiers lining the <n-
tral aisle, sang the opening 
hymn, "Take My Life and Let 
It Be," from the 1940 Episcopal 
Hymnal. 

'Take my life and let it be. 
Consecrated Lord to Thee . . . 
Take my hands and let them 
move, at the impulse of Thy 
Love; Take my feet and let 
them be, Swift and beautiful 
for Thee," sang the men" 

The congregation answered 
the prayer. Feel were tapping 
Softly, bodies swayed rhythmic­

ally as the rock and roll sound.The .shock is Christ, in whom. Mass, savs Father Draesel, 
f i l led the chapel 

The traditional parts of the 
Eiicharlstli- service were all pirl 
to the new musk: the "Kyrle 
Eleison," "Creed," "S u r s a in 
Corda and Sanulus," "Agnus 
Dei," and "G I o r i a." The 
"Gloria" sung after the thanks­
giving following Communion in 
the Episcopal Mass. 

we f ind o u r 'yes' ' 

Following the service, the 
composer of the Mass talked 
aliout his ideas 

According lo Falher Draesel. 
the rock and roll Mass "makes 
our offering more real. We 
offer more of our whole selves." 

The seimon, dclueieil by llu 
college chaplain, the Hev. Alan' to church 
Toll, was a defense of llu* new 
music 

"The chinch should not be 
.•.hocked, thinking church people 
should not be shocked, at the 
use of rock and roll to worship 
God, Father Till 1 said. 

lie admitted the m u s i c 
"doesn't sound like church 
music. This music was written 
for the dance — not for the 
church." Hut, he continued, "the 
church knows thai i t s Lord re­
fused to make distinctions be­
tween what was sacred and 
what Was otherwise." 

"We arc using the music from 
Saturday night to worship God 
on Sunday," he said. "11 is 
very 20th century music and 
the Lord of the church rules 
all tradition. 

Father Tull said that young 
people who dance lo rock and 
roll are thereby giving a great 
affirmation to life. "We make 
the same 'yes' to life" at church 
in such a Mass, he continued. 

"The Hock 'n' Itoll Mass is a 
'yes' to the life we know, in 
the context of celebrating all 
of life. The excitement of rock 
and roll this morning Is caught 
up in a bigger celebration," 
said Father l u l l . 

lie said "(here is nothing 
that's sacicd, nut lung that's 
holy. There is life and its Lord. 

But he warned against using 
such a Mass as :t drawing card 

We don't like to 
think of people coming to 
Huiivh just for Sunday enter 
tainmenl." 

The real goal of the new 

"to speak to the people who 
are already in church." 

In 1964 Father Draesel com 
posed a folk Mass. "Rejoice,' 
which has been performed in 
parishes and has been recorded 
for commercial sales. The "Mass 
With a Hock n' Roll Beat" will 
also be on sale as a record, and 
he hopes will be used by other 
college groups. 

Father Draesel, who until 
now has used traditional Epis­
copal hymns, also plans on writ­
ing new words to fit in with 
contemporary life. 
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which ought to be avoided. 
No matter how meaningful 

they may be, they remain alien 
to worship." 

Some Practical Suggestions 

During this period of transi­
tion in the Church's liturgy and 
music, we must expect a certain 
amount of trial and error in 
efforts aimed at achieving par­
ticipation. Much mediocre and 
tri te programming, however, 
can be avoided if competent 
musicians and liturgists were 
consulted- or if well qualified 
teachers were in charge of ar­
ranging programs or selecting 
music to be used during divine 
wedded with melodies which 
have other and, at times dis­
tracting associations for the 
worshipper. Texts sung to mel­
odies of the music hiiil (like 
Edelweiss) or of the glee club 
(like "Michael, row the boat 
ashore") are examples of "the 
incongruous melodies ajid texts, 
adapted from popular ballads 
services especially at the high 
school and college levels. I t is 
at these levels that we should 
be developing the musical tastes 
of our students just as we do in 
literature and the other arts . 

Artistic norms should not be 
lowered in regard to church 
music. The singing done at 
Masses for students need never 
be irreverent or inartistic even 
when folk music types a r e used. 

Much good music is available 
in the folk idiom. The Gelineau 
Psalms, settings by Dciss, Som-
erville, Goemanne and Ver-
mulst, to mention but a few, 
employ folk elements discreetly 
and yet have a strong appeal 
to young people as well as to 
the whole community. The 
standards we hold up will carry 
over lo the parish which, after 
all, is the center of liturgical 
worship. The secondary schools 
a re not helping the general 
good of the whole worshipping 
community by too exclusive a 
fostering of an art form which 
may, in the long run, even 
prove alien to the mainstream 
of the Church's liturgical activ 
ity. In any event, a steady diet 
of folk Masses makes the tran­
sition to Ihe hymns sung at 
parochial Sunday Masses more 
difficult. 

Music directors, chaplains and 
student leaders in our high 
schools and colleges should con 
t inue to encourage young peo­
ple to participate actively and 
meaningfully In their o w n 
Masses. But a loving respect 
for both the fine vernacular 
hymns of our Christian tradition 
and the new songs of the 
Church should be Inculcated. 
Both should, as it were, be 
given equal time and fair pre­
sentation. 

There is no Intention here of 
dictating specifics to musicians 
who have wide knowledge and 
experience. Nor is thtcre any 
attempt to discourage creative 
and imaginative effort to do all 
in order to provide a truly 
vital, liturgical exeprience for 
our youth. One suggestion, how­
ever, would be to make regular 

investigation of what is cur-iof the dangers of extremes, 
rcntly available from publishers Bending over backwards t o 
of church music, and make a 
wide, judicious selection of what 
is found. The Gelineau Psalms 
have proved to be very popular, 
for example. "My Shepherd is 
the Lord" might be a good 
illustration of one form with 
which to begin. In "The Peoples 
Mass Book" Psalm 150 set to 
music by —an Vermulst could 
be tried also. 

At a school Mass the glee 
club or a special group could 
sing the verses with the whole 
assembly joining in on the an-
tiphon. Other settings of the 
psalms by composers such as 
Lucien Deiss and Stephen Som-
erville might prove equally ef­
fective for group use. 

Among the many hymns by 
Father Clarence Rivers, "God is 
Love" can easily be performed 
with a quiet guitar accompani­
ment. The young Jesuit scholas­
tic, Paul Quintan, has set music 
to good texts with particularly 
youthful appeal. But many tra­
ditional hymns are equally stir­
ring when given a rousing and 
convincing performance; for ex­
ample, "Now thank we all our 
God" and "Praise God from 
w h o m all blessings flow." 
Hymns of this type should not 
be neglected nor should the 
many contemporary settings of 
the common parts of the Mass. 
Since the introduction of the 
vernacular a plethora of set­
tings of the common has ap­
peared with good s t r o n g 
rhythms and virile, youthful 
beats. 

There are always some per­
sons, students and not infre­
quently teachers, who unwit­
tingly go overboard on popular 
fads. We,should always beware 

Old Bible 

Preferred 
London — ( N Q — The Doua! 

translation of the Bible in Eng­
lish, first published Iri 1609 and 
revised by Bishop Challoner in 
1781, is still the most popular 
version among English Catho­
lics, according to a survey pub 
lished here. 

please the popular taste can 
b e equally as harmful as no t 
moving ahead with the Churcrh 
i n the modern world. 

Many young people justifiably 
like a change from t h e said, 
square fare of some parishes. 
Perhaps, then, it is the isolatio>n 
of the school which gives it time 
opportunity for providing trie 
youth with a meaningful, litur­
gical experience. There also lies 
t h e danger of removing trie 
students from the larger context 
of his worship and comununity 
life. 

It is a problem which can b e 
met and solved only through 
a happy blending of liturgical 
understanding, musical sensi­
tivity and a sympathy for youth 
on the part of the teachers i n 
charge of liturgical music I n 
our schools. \ 
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WANT A FRESH START? 
REGISTER NOW 

Jan. 9th Clouts ItgiR 
•o»h Day end Ev» 

SPECIALIZED 
P B X 

RECEPTIONIST 
TRAINING 

• SnitcMMri 

• RectOtiMltt 
• Tjplif 
• Gmnl Offla 

546-6592 
I f No Answer Call 381-1619 

MODERN P B X 
RECEPTIONIST SCHOOL 
40 FRANKLIN ST. Room 201 

RockMttr Savings tank IMg. 

DATA 
PROCESSING 
.. . get the proper training by taking 
data processing courses at R.B.I. 
Register now for the following 
evening classes: 

COURSE STARTING DATE 
• INTRODUCTION TO DATA 

PROCESSING JAN. 30 '67 
• I \ I T RECORD \T \Cr I lNE OPERATION 

& WIRING FEB. 27 '67 
• SYSTEM 360 COVIHTF.R OPERATION 

& PROGRAM AUNG FEB. 27 '67 
• DATA MANAGEMENT JAN. 23 '67 

• APTITUDE TEST REQUIRED 

Call or Wrile jot an appointment 

1 H-ia f- n o ' iTfltpu'ii n~ nl ilam riolrifenl lo ii inw rtoiit.-* 

TA locnrm mam ntnnn RB-I 
172 CLINTON \ML S. 325-7290 
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W H E N YOU OPEN A 
1967 CHRISTMAS CLUB 

Here 's a g i f t f r o m H W D . Fi rst F e d e r a l ' s 

H a r d W o r k i n g D o l l a r fo r t he smar t p e o p j e 

w h o o p e n a n e w C h r i s t m a s C l u b A c c o u n t 

A n d , t h e y a l s o wi l l have c a s h for C h r i s t m a s 

nex t y e a r 

This f e s t i v e red a n d g o l d t r ay w i l l f i nd m a n y 

uses du r i ng t h e c o m i n g h o l i d a y s , o r it m a k e s 

a l o v e l y gift. O p e n y o u r F i rs t Federa l C h r i s t ­

m a s C l u b A c c o u n t fo r o n e do l l a r o r m o r e 

n o w . . . r e c e i v e y o u r c o l o r f u l S w e d i s h D e s i g n 

T r a y a b s o l u t e l y f r e e ' 

* FIRST FEDERAL SAVINGS 
>,'|) J A N D LOAN A S S O C I A T I O N OF R O C H I I T I H 

' 10 CONVENIENT OFFICES TO SERVE YOU 

•Authentic 
Scotch 

Dollar 
*» (Crown) 

minted 

b e t w e e n 

1603 1625 

86 PROOF. 100% BLENDED SCOTCH WHISKIES, IMPORTED" & BOTTLED BY G0ODERHAR1 & WORTS LTD., DETROIT, MICH. 

you want proof? 
Lauder's is still 86 prooj! 

you want tradition? 
Lauder's has been around since 183If! 

you want a reduced pric£? 
Lauder's has done that too! 

now your Scotch doliaf 
buys more Lauder's 

Leave it to the Scots to find a way to save a 
dollar (whether it 's this rare Scottish 

dollar or the modern Amer ican greenback). 

Thousandsof Scots (and Americans, too) are 
swi tch ing to Lauder's Extra Light Scotch at 

its new reduced price That's because 
Lauder 's now sells the same 86 proof, the 

same h igh quality Scotch, wi th nothing 

changed except the pr ice. 

STILL... FULL 8 6 PROOF 

Available in 
luxurious gift wrap 
at no extra cott 
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