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Gl's. Companion
This' American GI in South
Vietnam used to wear his
Crucifix around the neck, but
the chain broke. Since then,
says PFC Carl L. Russel of
Washington, D.C., “I have
worn it on my. helmet—it is
my lucky charm.” He is mem-
ber of the 27th Infantry, 25th
Infantry Division, which has
been in combat in War Zone

.

St. Louis — (RNS) — Three
priests, described in a by-lined
story in the St. Louis Post-Dis-
patch as liberals and formerly
In archdiocesan posts, support-
ed the basic accuracy of its
charges that a liberal-conserva-

. |tive controversy exists in the

Roman Catholic Archdiocese of
St. Louis.

The account in the’ Post-Dis-
patch maintained that Joseph
Cardinal Ritter, Archbishop of

1St. Louis, who is regarded na-

tionally as a leader of the lib-
eral element of the US. hier-
archy, has allowed Catholics
who support a conservative line
to gain the ascendancy here.

The principal development,
according to the story written
by Edward A. Higgins of the
Post-Dispatch  staff, has been
the “unannownced dismissals of
three liberal priests from the
positions in which they were
able to inflhmence the outcome
of the struggle. Thelr jobs net

tunity to promote their views
among €atholics generally, but
gave them access to Cardinal
Ritter.”

Higgins’ story named the
three, priests as:

Father Raymond F. Rustige.
formerly associate editor of the
St. Louis Review, official news-
paper of the archdiocese, and
now administrator of a parish
in this city.

Father Francis J: Matthews.
first relieved of his job as di-
rector of the Archdiocesan
News Bureau and then as di-
rectoxr of the Archdiocesan
Radio and Television Apasto-
late, and now pastor of a par-
ish in Chesterficld, Mo.

Father David T. Thomas, for-
merly assistant to the chancel-
lor and formerly executive sec-
retary of the Archdiocesan Com-
missions on Sacred Liturgy, Sa-
cred Music and Sacred Art, now

Priests for Tomorrow
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By FATHER LOUILS ). HOHMAN
Diocesan Director of Vocations

Fulfilled
Loving?

In our discussion of the celibacy of the priest we
must now take up the question of the person of the
priest. How true are the accusations that in the celibate
state he will never be able to realize his humanness, his
fulfillment, his sexuality, his capacity to love, and there-
fore remain incomplete? Let’s talk abouit some of these

things.

What is fulfillmeint? The
word is bandied about much
these days and has many mean-
ings for many people. Let's add
our own. Fulfillment of a per
son means the realization of his
highest possibilities. For a non
believer this realization will be
found entirely m this life — in
the development of talents, in
business or professicnal suc-
cess. In this discussion we are
jnot even considering the opin-
ion of those who think that ful-
fillment can be found in pleas
ures and/or possessions.

For the Christian, these values

are somewhat less than human
by themselves. For the Chris-
tian, moreover, fulfillment is
never achieved in this life ex-
cept in a relative sense. Nu
human knowledge, no human
love, no temporal accomplish-
ment, no development of thce
simply human monaiity, how-
lever comipltte)
«us. Only the perfect, personal,
oving union with God can ac-
complish this, since Jesus
‘Christ made it a possibility to1
us. Therefore as Christians wt
-cannot speak of fulfillment in
the here ¢nd now.

The celibate priest bears wit-
ness to this in his celibacy. B)
surrendcring the most desired
and urgent kind of human ful-
fillment in this life, namely
human love, conjugal love, the
priest tells the whole world that
our full meaning is not te be
found here but only in the next
life. The objection will immedi-
ately arise — cannot the priest
better witness the final lov-
ing union with God by being in-
volved in married love which
is the hest image we have of
that final union?

We cannot say that this ob-
jection is beyond argument or
discussidn, but merely point out
that the priest's witness is not
so much to the quality of love
as to the universality of God’s
love, its quality of being eter-
nal and unbounded, and there-
fore fulfilling, I think married
persons will bear out the fact
that their love for each other
promises more than it can give,
and at least over a span of
time creates some frustration,
even if only that of knowing
that the relationship will be
terminated by death.

So the priest by his life is
telling the world that love we
must, but its fullness is only
in the Infinite and Eternal.
“Our Hearts are™not at rest until
they rest in Thee.” (Saint Au-
gustine).

But what about this urgency,
this demand of our sexuality?
We must answer a question
with a question — what is sex-
uality? Is it merely a biologi-
cal dnives as in animals? Or
does it have a truly human di-
mension, is it an urge to love,
to live for the other, expressed
in many ways, one of which is
biologicial? No one of any reil
competence today regards hu-
man sexuality as merely biolo-
bical.

Man's sexuality is human; it
is necessary that the biological
urge be integrated with the
higher ability of his will to
dedicate self, that is, to give
oneself wholly for the other.
In this sense sexualiity com-
bines mind, will, emotions, and
biological urge into dne integ-
rated, personal love, the high-
er faculties of the human being
having more importance than
the lower. :

The principal question is this
— can a4 man (or woman) ful
fill his sexuality without exer-
cising the biological urge in
marriage. Perhaps for many of
the fulfillment of sex in mar-
riage is necessary. For others
perhaps not. The point is, this
argument could never be gen-
eralized to include all. It would
be well nigh impossible to
demonstrate that individuals

- !

are all alike in this matter.
Therefore it seems that we can.
not make a blanket statement
about the need to be married
ixlll order to be fulfilled sexu-
ally.

As a matter of fact, if mar.
riage is necessary for fulfill-
ment, how many of the human
race have achieved it, or are in
a position te achieve it? How
many are simply not married,
or are widowed, or live in un.
happy marriages? If conjugal
love is mecessary, then only a
fragment of the human race is
fulfilled or even can he.

Wouldn't we be closer to
Christian truth if we hold that
the biological urge can be sub-
limated to the higher levels of
human love? In other words,
the celibate priest could love,
and do so very fully and human-
ly without the biokogical m%
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and now -='Fhis ont¥ Who comes
to him, who needs him, who is
the literal embodiment of Jesus
Christ. *“Whatever you do to the
least of my brethren, you do to
Me.”

According to Dom Hubert
Van Zeller, the priest ‘“doesn’t
deal with his flock, but with
his sheep. Each one separately
. .." The priest's family is the
Family of God, the object of his
love, the Mystical Christ, Christ
dwelling not in humanity but
in individual humarn beings.

You may be thinking — that's
a nice theory. But can it be
done? Can a human belng love
this one, that one, the next

one, in anything but an abstract,
detached sort of way? I think
the answer lies in the fact that
most of us have known priests
who have done just that. The
priest does have to spread him-
self -rather thin (and this; -1
think, is the real sacrifice of
celibacy), yet he can give all
of himself in that little. People
know when the priest is giving
his whole heart, even in a ten
minute hospital visit or a short
hour of listening totally to a

only afforded them an oppor- chaplain at a convent in O'Fal-

lon, Mo.

THE THREE priests support-
ed the basic accuracy of Hig-
gin's story.

“I felt that what was said
about me in the’story was true,
said Father Rustige, He said
that he expressed such an opin-
ion in a letter to Cardinal Rit-
Ler.

denied any connection with the
preparation of Higgins' story.

had communicated with the
cardinal, said that he might
also semd the prelate a letter to
reassure him that he had no
part in initiating the story.

“I thought the story was very
accurate and good journalism,”
said Father Matthews. “I firm-
ly believe in freedom of the
press.” Consequently, he said
he favored printing it.

Attesting to the basic factual-
ness of the story, Father Thom-
as -said that he was surprised
ta. see il printed. He thought
that the matter was a dead is-
sue because his change had
taken place six months ago.

“I'm very happy in my so-
called exile,” Father Thomas
said.

problem or in his acceptance
and respect for the person in
the confessional, just as the
woman discovered in adultery
knew that Jesus loved her total-
ly even in their brief encounter.

Of course we have to take
the individual into account in
the practical situation. Take
this individual priest here and
now — Is he capable of love or
is he so immature that he is
centered in self and quite un-
able to give himself for the
other? We could ask the same
question about any human
being, including those who are
married. To engage in a truly
human love relationship, matur-
ity is essential. And maturity
includes a proper scale of
values — the ability to live for
the other rather than for self,
to see human love in all its full-
ness rather than in satisfaction
of an urge.

I think it not out of order
to mention the fully mature and
fulfilled sexuality of Jesus
Christ. He was able to love in
a fully human way not just in
relation to His ministry but:in
his friendships, cspecially with
Martha, Mary and Lazarus. The
objection is always made here
that, —— after all, Jesus was Gog
nd therefore the possibility di
exist - '%ﬁnbﬂiﬂ bt tor' i’ g

Why must we always think
that Jesus, having a full and

His Divinity when faced with a
human problem or situation. He

Garden of Gethsemani.
here?

priest to be fulfilled in his

celibate state.

will conclude our

revolve around the subject.
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"A well chosen
religious gift is a
treasured gift."
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a Sign of Your
Good Taste

ARLYNE WEIDER’

_OPEN DALY il

DlSCOVER The beauty of Christian art

. .. Candles of charm including Christ and Mary
Candles. .. Rosaries from simple olive beads
to semipracious stones . . . Statues genuine
hand carved or original ceramics to mass
produced, all of fine quality—Medals Bronzs,
silver, gold, hand cast originals hard to find saints.
Books carefully chosen for discerning readers,

from 'round the world with an open mind.
You'll find that answers to the perfect gift for
that special some one will pop into mind.
Exclusive items doesn't mean expensive prices. /
You'll find our prices range from tiny to ‘ -
tremendous—but all terrific values. ‘
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1t seems then that we can
argue a strong, if not iron-clad{ &3
case of the ability of a celibate| Ky

Parish Tithes
Collections
For Poor

St. Louis—(RNS)—A Roman
Catholic parish here is sending

lections to inner city parishes,

eign mission agencies.

list Church in

mittee.

From each month’s collection

to the Newman Chapel at Wash

cent is

Rfttar,

10 per cent of its Sunday col-

the Newman Apostolate and for-

The program, now in its third
month at St. Luke the Evange-

an inner city parish receives
$500. Another $100 each is sent

Three ‘Liberal' St. Louls Priests Dismissed
Conservatives in Ascendancy

The story saild that Father
Rustige was dismissed as asso-
clate cditor of the Review in
June and that he hd@d made it
known he felt that the Review
operated under a double stand-
ard, demanding of the Church
jn the rest of the country and
the world a liberalism that it
could not ask of the Church in
St. Louis.

In his former posts, Father;

Father Rustige said that he|INn0mas, the Post Dispatch story
did not have any part in the|s2id, received numerous re-
planning or execution of thefduests from lay and clerical
newspaper ctory. Father Mat- groups’w experiment with the
thews and Father Thomas also|Church’s

liturgy, particularly
with the Mass.

The story charged that Fath-

Father Matthews, on being|®’ Thomas' approval of these
informed that Falher Rustige|requests “caused grave concern

among the cautious priests who
dominate” the chancery office
staff.

“The third liberal to be taken
out of hearing distance,” the
Post Dispatch story said, “‘was
Father Matthews.” It said that
in his post with the Catholic
Radio and Television Apostolate
“Father Matthews’ work as its
director has won him praise
from members of the radio and
television industry here and
across the country.

Besides the .jremoval of the
three priests, the story cited
the “abrupt . climination of a
publication for priests called
‘Inter Nos,’ and Cardinal Rit-
ter’'s recent letter threatening
to reassign any priests who ex-
perimgnt with the liturgy with-
out permission” as other evi-
dence of “the growing strength
of the conservatives.”

The three priests, joined at
one point by 18 others, the Post-
Dispatch account maintained,
requested the organization of
#n association of priests earlier
this year.

“Their plan was greeted with
silence and came to nothing,”
the report said. It further

labeled such an association as
a sign cf disloyalty to the car-
dinal.

The Post-Dispatch story said
that the conscrvative element

Heights, a St. Louis sufl‘)iﬂgm}’:;g on Cardinal Ritter's staff is led

received enthusiastic support of
parishioners, according to Frank
Hartman, chairman of the new-lyg¢jcan Council; Msgr. James

ly formed parish finance com-|qp " cymin, superintendent of

by Msgr. Joseph Baker, who
served as an expert in theology
to the cardinal at the Sacred

Catholic schools; and Msgr.
James R. Hartnett, head of the
'| Archdiocesan Buildimg Com-
mission.

-| Msgr. William M. Drumm,

ington University here, to the|chancellor of the archdiocese,
Archdiocesan Commission on{when asked 1o comment on the
Human Rights, and to the Papal as
Volunteers for Latin America.

story, referred all questions to
Jacob W. Fueglein, director of

The balance of the 10 per|the Archdiocesan Public Rela-

Qﬁl}iﬁgﬁ?@o Cardipal|tions 'fo&cek g‘agglfai?ﬁsaid thas

St. Louis,|there ‘was no officidl comment

for' use ity innerity projeets./from the archdiocese. *

complete human nature invari-|jEas
bly turned to the support of|j

certainly didn't do it in the|$¥
Why 2 v

manhood, his sexuality and his|P%
capacity to love even in the|:§
Next week weils
serfes on|P
celibacy with some of the more|Z
practical considerations which|§

among our many treasures

collection of better quality

and religious theme—boxed
assortments or bulk — Order
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dancing feet

love "Puppettas” in
Christmas | shades

Bandolino's creates gay ballet slippers in danc-
ing colors that mimic your holiday mood, With
contrasting trim and harlequin-cﬁo‘ck fining, $9,
Sibley's Town and Casual Shoes, Street Floor;
Eastway, lrondequoit, Southtown, Newark.

car
coats
for a

casual
flair

The sporty miss nesds a coat for adira
warmth and insulation on wrintry days. A
fully-lined car coat with inner sleeves lets
her. enjoy the outdoors! Try thets on for
size, in Misses' 10.18, $30,

She'll be snug as a Kitten in our double
breasted white fleece it's @ warm blend
of Acrilan ecrylic and GEenolt. Mode-
crylic with qulited lining, salvery buttons
and belted back.

The brown wool blend plaid thrives on
low temperatures with pluh Orlon acrylic
ile Iining, knitted clasp collar and long
nner sleeve. Deep hip pockets warm
chilly fingers.

Camel color wool blend sports jacket
with gay blanket plaid #rEm and deep
patch pockets. Lined wih pluh Orlon
acrylic pile for super corimessl Sibley's
Careor Coats, Second Floors Irondequolt,
Eastway, Southtown, Newark,
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