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Period of Danger, Hope 
For Catholics of Spain 

By MANUEL MIRA 

Madrid — (NC) — The Span­
ish Catholic Church, looking to­
ward the f u t u r e , is going 
through a transition. Recent 
events mark the beginning of a 
period of danger, but also of 
hope, in the complete renewal 
of Spanish Catholicism. 

Although it is difficult to as­
certain how long this transition 
will last, it is certain there will 
be no return to the past. 

Some problems which the 
Spanish Church has been fac­
ing appear to be somewhat sen­
sational and serious. For exam­
ple, the friction between Cath­
olic Action and some members 
of the hierarchy; the action of 
young priests in organizing 
"clandestine" movements to cri­
ticize the hierarchy on the 
ground that the bishops are di­
verging from the norms of the 
Second Vatican Council. 

THE FACT of the matter is 
that because these events are 
taking place in Spain it can 
truly be said that the Church 
in this country is undergoing 
a process of evolution. 

It would not be normal for 
the Church to continue as it 
was 10 years ago or as it was 
before the Vatican Council II. 

Because the police in Barce­
lona attack some priests demon­
strating U> d e m a n d human 
flights, or because the Ministry 
of Information confiscates an 
edition of Slgno, a weekly of 
the Catholic youth organization, 
one must not conclude that the 
Church la Spain is being perse­
cuted. These and other events 
reflect a change, and the fact 
that they have happened shows 
that there is now more latitude 
for discussion w i t h i n the 
Church and among the Spanish 
people. 

As Archbishop Antonio Ri-
beri, the Apostolic Nuncio to 
Spain, said: "There is rather 
a feeling of anticlericalism in­
stead of a direct attack on the 
Church; a secret desire, a hid­
den hunger, for rapport with 
the bishops, to have them be 
the ones who lead, bless the 
initial movements, push the 
wheels against inertia toward 
investigation . . . " 

In ordeT to appreciate the 
present status of the Spanish 
Church, It Is necessary to keep 
in mind this nation's political 
and social circumstances. Three 
years after a terrible civil 
strife the "official" Catholic 
sector triumphed. The Church 
found itsel-f on the winning side 
— Rovomjed. „|Jnce then by a 
dictatorship — and with its 
back to those who had been de­
feated. 

On tho other hand, without 
any political discrimination, the 
Catholic lay organizations, sem­
inaries and, of course, the 
churches, were always ready to 
welcome all of the faithful. To­
day, wo find Spanish priests 
who are sons of former Loyal­
ist parents, and lay Catholic 
leaders who oppose the politi­
cal regime. 

Naturally In a country pri­
marily Catholic, It cannot be 
said that Uie winning elements 
were only the Catholics nor 
that they -were "only the good 
Catholics." 

The Church suffered much 
persecution during the Civil 
War, but it never considered 
the defeated as guilty. Instead, 
it accomplished a decisive mis­
sion toward national reconcilia­
tion; it paved the road to coex­
istence and to the democracy 
which lurks in the horizon. 

This mission of the .Spanish 
Church gained tremendous mo­
mentum, thanks to Vaatican 
Council II. Perhaps in no other 
country in the world did the 
ecumenical Council have such 
an impact. 

The ecumenical Council's in­
fluence is strongly felt not only 
by the Spanish Church, but also 
by all of Spain. It has accom­
plished more than any outside 
pressures or anti-government 
campaigns in bringing about 
changes in the present regime. 

Catholic Spain must develop 
with the Church. It is a fact 
that the system of dictatorship 
is disappearing in this country. 
The structures of a regime born 
from the civil strife pervade, 
but a democratic future is in 
the offing. 

The post-Civil War generation 
is. more Interested In the fu­
ture than In the past. Not too 
long ago the Catholic daily Ya 
published a cartoon showing a 
grandfather talking with his 
son. He is telling the child a 
story and the tatter exclaims: 
"Grandfather, stop t a l k i n g 
about the past and tell me about 
the future!" 

The government still main­
tains a monopoly on foreign in-
formationjind, in addition, con­
trols more than 80 per cent of 
the sources of information in 
the nation, but pre-censorship 
has been eliminated. A limited 
freedom of press is being test­
ed. In contrast to the rigid cen­
sorship measures practiced for 
the past 30 years. 

Students have done away 
with compulsory Falange stu­
dent associations, which were 
the only ones allowed to exist, 
and are replacing them with 
free, democratic students' as­
sociations. The Falange Is 
S p a i n ' s only legal political 
party. Also, the government's 
labor organizations arc disap­
pearing or are changing their 
structure. 

Religious liberty is an accom­
plished fact; only a law that 
will recognize It i s needed. In 
the preparation for such a law. 
a man of clear, liberal and 
democratic thinking has come 
forth. He is Antonio Garrigues, 
Spanish ambMSidfcr̂ tfl<the Holy 
See, who'htt-lnlr'vellficj'aljb in 
the study 'of,. ariother law to re­
construct the state's structure. 
The law is to he submitted to 
the Spanish people for a ref­
erendum. 

The evolution of a regime 
composed solely of "the win­
ners" Is very difficult. There 
arc too many forces Interested 
In blocking, or at least In flow­
ing down, the progress of de­
mocracy. And there Is, above 
all, fear. 

In the newspaper Ya, Jose 
Maria Sanchez de Muniain, a 
prominent member of the Span­
ish Catholic Press Association, 
denounced this fear. Refcrlng 
to right-wing Spanish Catholics, 

he says: "They feel an incon 
que Table fear." This, he said is 
fear- that, if the people are al­
lowed to govern themselves, 
they wjll once more produce 
notliing but chaos, bloodshed 
and sacrilegious acts. 

Muniain speaks of this fear 
of right-wing Catholics as "a 
painful imprint which history 
has left upon our collective 
spir-it." H« tells the Catholics of 
other countries: Sit is difficult 
for you to understand certain 
aspects of our ideologies and 
behavior because you ignore 
the psychological trauma from 
whi«h these spring." 

FEe stresses the need for 
"therapy" to combat "that sick 
and anachronous obsession, that 
fear- of the people," if the 
"structural lines for an authen­
tic Christian democracy are 
evear to be traced." 

He is right when he denounces 
that: fear as "sick and ana­
chronous"; any observer can 
realize that the Spanish people 
wisti to maintain the peace they 
hav« enjoyed for so many years, 
thanks to a dictatorship, but 
they also wish to put an end to 
the dictatorship. 

TJie Spaniards are, above all, 
interested in guaranteeing and 
increasing the relative prosper­
ity which has cost them so 
much effort. On the other hand, 
the influence exerted by tour­
ists and emigrants returning to 
their homeland is being felt in 
the newness of their ideas. The 
influx of tourists adds up to 
almost half the Spanish popula­
tion, one tourist for every two 
Spanish citizens. 

Sipain i s ceasing to be "dif-
fcre-nt," and the Spanish Church 
is profoundly and s p e e d i l y 
changing. As an article in the 
Jesuit magazine "Facts and Say­
ings" said, "the Spanish Church 
is turning the wheels of official 
stagnation and complacency to-
wnnd realism and liberty. Shel­
tered Christianity is turning 
into> a Christianity of confron­
tation and this Is being done 
wltfca the help of all Christians 
and with unbelievers, many of 
whewn have arrived at their dis-
bcli«f because of the anemia 
of omr faith. Our religious con­
victions will gain in sincerity 
and In depth, our Catholicism 
in authenticity.* 

Tnis publication indicated 
that Spain must strive for a 
Christian concept of govern­
ment. "The Church urges us to 
join In this enterprise." it add­
ed, "Even parting from the 
polrrt of view of religious 
unlt3*," the article went oh ty 
say, "the privilege granted the 
Chusrch by the State' is very 
questionable. We have run the 
danger of preferring this privi­
lege to religious liberty. In the 
same manner, we must forget 
oboist imposing r e l i g i o n by 
force. Intolerance is incompati­
ble with freedom of religion. 
Christianity cannot, nor does it 
intend to, progress by support­
ing itself on politics." 

Affter emphasizing separation 
of Ŝ tate and Church, the maga­
zine concluded: "The present 
Sparaish situation Is historically 
transitory. Vatican Council II 
urge-s the revision of the Span­
ish concordat wTlh the Vatican 
so that the Independence of the 
Chuc-ch from State can be secur­
ed, not only in matters of prin­
ciples but also in the field of 
actio**. Concerning the appoint­
ment of bishops, the Pope's 
wlsh«s are clear. It is to be 
hopesd that we may know how 
trol:' 

Integration 
In Five Years 
Chticago — (RNS) — A tar-

got date of 1972 for voluntary 
desegration of regional organi­
zations of The M e t h o d i s t 
Chur-ch was set here at the de­
nomination's General Confer­
ence. 

Ant overwhelming majority of 
delegates set tnc date after 
more? than three hours of de­
bate. About 20 of the 800 dele­
gates present voted against the 
actlom 
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Prince: 

Kennedy Film 
PRESIDENT KENNEDY takes a moment from his 
busy schedule to greet hJs*son, John, in a scene from 
"John F. Kennedy: Years of Lightning, "Day of 
Drums/'Presented by the John F. Kennedy Center 
« * i " - «0I™"»8 Arts, the film opened this week 
in the Rochester area. 

Yankee Noodles 
(dandy). 

Extra eggs make Prinue Egg \ 
•Noodles extra good and 
golden. And only extra good 
i s good enough for Prince! 

Open Tuts, ft Thuri. Till t 
Sat. fill Noon 
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All-Weather 
Convenience! 

General Electric 
High Speed Dryer 

WTio says you can't do something about thse weatner? 
Get a General Electric High Speed dryer . . . rt's the "all 
weather dryer!" Now you have the conveniences of drying 
clothes indoors . . . when you want to! A G-E dryer com­
pletely eliminates the bothersome chore of hanging clothes 
on a clothesline. With a simple flick-of-a-switch and a twist-
of-the-dial—your clothes are dried soft and fluffy. A clean, 
fresh flow o€ warm air gently tumbles through your clothes 
until they are dried just the way you prefer—-damp dry 
for ironing or completely dry for storage. G-E's convesnient 
three-heat selection lets you choose the proper drying: tern* 
perature for each type of fabric. There's HIGH £or regular 
cottons and Linens; LOW for ^elieate^arrhenftvfiiiri FLUFF 
which allows cldthetf-to rotate without lelr$ ̂ ^e^ejet f6r; 
fluffing pillows, dusting draperies and slip covers or fresh­
ening clothes just out of storage. 

Stop in now at your RG&E Appliance Center. Do 
something about the weather . . . get a General Electric 
High Speed Dryer. 
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Matching Washer-2 speed-3 cycle 

plus Mini Wash—just $199.95 Modal WA MO* 

s 129 95 

Budget Terms—As Low As^QO A Month 

MOBILE MAID 

E >ere's the perfect appliance to brighten your holidays. 
There's no mess... no fuss over dishes. Simply brush off loose food 
particle* and load your dishes—no scraping or rinsing! 

Once your dishes an loaded, you simply flick a dial and you're 
off to enjoy friends, neighbors and family. And... your dishes will 
be washed and dried to a new sparkling luster. G-E's 8-way washing 
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action gives you a downward spray, an upward counter wash action 
plus an aggressive swirl-round washing. The flushaway drain liqui 
fies soft food particles and pumps M^M saaai sssai 
them away. v 4 ^ W ^m 

Order your General Electric 3 I m m 
Mobile Maid now and receive, at I I I 
no extra cost, this beautiful HI- I I I 
INTENSHYLAMPasagift.... • • a? 

BUDGET TERMS. . .A« 
Itttfc • * $ « . » • Month 

YOURS with this purchase of a G.E. Mobile Maid 
Portable Dishwasher. .*. 

AT NO 
EXTRA 

COST 

ROCHESTER GAS and ELECTRIC 
AN WVESTOR-OWNED COMPANY WITH MORI THAN 13,000 SHAREHOLDERS 

P H O N E 
545-2700 
89 EAST AVE. 


