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‘New York '— 'Was' El Greco

'evér""ﬁaulqa before the Span-

ish Inquisition” for “theological

inaccuracies”, in- his -paintings?
Should obfpction be made to 3
film which, in late 1966, un-
necessarily- revives one of -the
embarrassing periods of Church
history?.

These que‘s}tiéns were put be
forg reviewers of the national

R -

Catholic’ filmi’ offices ‘as- they

premiere in Toledo,

Holiday
- Deadline

Because of the Thanksgiving

holiday the Catholic Courier|
. __Journal_goes_to_press_one._day/

earliex: for Friday delivery. All
copy must ‘reach this office by
Friday, today, to assure publica:
tion, Coi)y.'__’arrlving on Monday
will be pn;i)cesséd as it arrives

prepared ‘to help classify “El
Gexeco,”” helieved to ‘be the first
major film ever to center.on
the Inquisition.: Starring Mel
Flerrer as Domenico Theoto-
copoulos, the 16th Century
painter from Crete who was
micknamed> “Theé . Greek” (El
Gereco) by ' fellow art students
in Rome, the' film recently had
its American premiere in To-
ledo, Ohio, following its world
Spain,
where the pictiffe was made.

The moral rating given to the
film by the National Catholic
Office for Motion Pictures was
A-3 (morally unobjectionable
for adults) even though NCOMP
research found that El Greco
was never brought before the
Inquisition — ‘which Wwould
make the film's main storyline
inaccurate. A lesser rating —
A4 B or even ¢ — reasoned
the acting head of NCOMP,
Rev. Patrick J. Sullivan, S.J,,
““would make it appear we were

sayir_lg that the Inquisition was
ot that bad, no matter how

as El Greco and a companion:

ledo’s narrow, twisting streets.

of the Church’s claw,” El Greco

quisitor General, ,Cardinal de
Guevara. (An actua! portrait of
him by El Greco, seen in the
film, bears an uncanny resemb-
lance to the actor — Mario Feli-
ciani—who plays the cardinal.)

" As El Greco'’s fame grows, he
receives more important com-
missions in Toledo—one scene

features an unveiling of an Kl

in the 750-year-old Cathedral
of Toledo — but when he falls

. In the film, El Gréto ar-'frame him for wiichcraft and
rives in Toledo in 1576, com-{El Greco is soon brought be-
missioned to do an altarpiece,|fore the. Spanish Inquisition,
“The’ Adoration of the Shep-: where he must defend his paint-
herds,” in the Church of Sant¢ ings from—among other hings
Domingo el Antiguo. Among — charges of “imaccuracies of
the very first lines of dialogue, color,”

make their way through To-|
is referénce to the ever-present’
eyes and ears of the Holy Of-,
fice. “Keep out of the clutches,

is warnel, a reference to the In-’

Greco work for King Philip IT}

in love with the daughter of a
nobleman, the storyline goes, he

we worded our observation.”

creates Dbitter enemies who Chuich — there is so much

4

Despite the lack of evidence
to prove El Greco was ever
brought before the Spanish In-
quisition (records show that he
once appeared as an interpre-
ter on behalf of a Greek friend,
however), one of the NCOMP
consultors reasoned:

‘“The calling of El Greco be-
fore the Inquisition is complete
fabrication so far as all awvail-
able research shows, but the
film does contain some truth
in that El Greco seems to be
representing everyone who was
ever called before it. The film
may ‘be following the method
of El Greco and other aitists
who condense and distort real-
ity in order to present a truth
more forcefully.”

Besides, argued another, the
film is “not specifically anti-

more they could have put in to
make the Church look worse.”
Also, it was observed, El Greco
is acquitted by the Inquisition,
which bows to the artist’s in-
sistence that creative vision
must not he hampered by rigid
rules. At the time, according
to- the Catholic Encyclopedia,
‘“The Christian artist was sur-
rounded by a.strict network of
prohibitions and prescriptions
. . . The slightest error border-

in the garments of the saints
or the Blessed Virgin . . . were
all serious matter."

The research required of the
NCOMP consultors turned up
some intriguing facts and the-
ories about El Greco himself,
among them: that he was sent
to Toledo by the Pope as ‘“‘an
instrument of the Counter-
Reformation,” according to one
art history. In one of his paint-
ings of Christ, called *“The
Espolio,” Christ is pictured
standing at the foot of the
Cross and off in one corner are

three likenesses of His mother

—as a way of countering the

ed on_heresy. To alter anything

time. The controversy over the
“three Marys” constitute part of
the film.

Nevertheless,
strong objections registered by
some NCOMP reviewers, especi-
ally against the “falsifying of

forts to castigate the prejudices
of 16th century Spain it
breathes the prejudices of 20th
century small-town America.”

Fr. Sullivan himself found it

rating” but a high-school teach-

ing Brother observed: :

“One of the most timely con-
flicts in our society is the clash
between creative freedom and

of this conflict in ‘El Greco

olic Press Features

de-emphasis on Mary..at the

history” and because “in its ef-

“so poorly done we didn’t wvant #%
to give it the ‘class’ of an A-4 "

institutiomal law. The presence

makes the film relevant to the
contemporary viewer."—Catho-
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Mcl Ferrer as El Greco examines a painting of the
16th eentury Inquisitor General, Cardinal Guevara,
who is played—with remarkable similarity in ap-
pesrance—by Mario Feliciani,

By MONICA REEVES

Inmn area of our nation where
its citizens live in mud-covered
shacks and where electricity
and plumbing are considered
luxuries, a former Rochester
woman attempts to create an
oasis of hope for its 3,000
Cheymne Indian residents.

Miss Ruth Rogers, former
organist at St. John's of Grecce
and fourxder of the catechetical
school at Blessed Sacrament, is
preseitly working at the 8t.
Labre Indian School, 125 miles
southeast of Billings, Montana.

Tho school tries to alleviate
the scial and economic prob-
lems of a people whose way of
life was cstablished almost 80
yearsngo as a result of a serles
of broken treaties which con-
fined these hapless people to
a stip of land 40 miles long
and 0 miles wide. The prob-
lems confronted are miny and
varied: unemployment, appal-
ling living conditions, and al-
coholism being just a fow.

To mecet the challenge of
these, ground was broken last

Plastic Totems

Aid Indians

Miss Rogers and her co-workers
have discovered that almost any
Cheyenne child is receptive to
new ideas about how to live
better lives — both physically
and spiritually. '

It is, In Miss Rogers words, a
problem of acceptance: “We
must be accepted bhefore we can
accomplish anything here, This
is so necessary to help them
overcome the ‘apathy’ toward
*everything.’”

Because their parents must
devote all their time to main-
tain even a subsistence level of
existence, the children are
often in need of personal atten
tion and care. Miss Rogers and
her fellow workers are often
the source of this, as is illus-
trated by this story reported by
Miss Rogors:

A couple of weeks ago I
heard an urgent type of knock-
ing on my door at 3 a.m., s0 I
dragged myself out of bed and
hastily tried to don robe and
slippers. When I fimlly made
it to the door, there stood a
tiny first-grader staring up =t
me and asked, "Mrs. Rogers,
can I go to the bathroom?”

May for desperately needed ele-
menhiry and high schools.

An eastern plastic- manufac
turing company has been In-

Well, you can imagine my re
action! (I thought, quite hatu
rally from the rapid pounding
on the door, that she was {li),

totems and other tribal symbols
are made which are sent out
when St. Labre's makes its ap-
peal for much needed flnancial
support. St. Labre's ls helping
to sponsor a low cost housing

ous thacks that serve 23 homes
for the Cheyennes at present.

Aceptance of these white
people whose ancestors help to
creafe the conditiorzs in which
alcololism flourishes because it
seens the only way out of a
seenmingly futile way of lfo, is
the chief problom facel by the
voluiteers at St. Labro,

Bul the most effective way
to correct these problems is
through the children_ the scheol
has found. After being fed
threo nourishing meals a day,
and being given a spacious, woll-
Ightel place in.which té play
onr nilny days and clean sheets
between which to sleepat night,

projict 10 replats thwsquatior

As-though  that wasi't e%ﬁ;{ﬁ‘

to put on a robe. I opened the
door and there stooed a third.
grader looking at me and said,
“Mrs. Rogers" (hetween sobs),
“I'm lonesome.” Woll, guess
what I did! I took her to bed
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with nié but since we weére a
bit crowded in my single bed 1
took her into the dormitory
and put her to bed with her
best girl friend.
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First Friday Circle

The First Friday Circle, a
group which rolls bandages to
be distributed through the Cath.
olic Medical Mission Board to
world missions, is in necd of
used sheets and pillow cases so
that it might continue its work.
Arrangements may be made to
pick up any donations by calling
Mrs. Howard Nichols at BU 8.
5458 or Mrs. Mae Storandt at
BU 8-8028.
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