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Dubuque—To promote ̂ inter­
na t i o n a 1 understanding, a 
pretty, freckle - faced teenager 
decided not long ago to use an 
international language — rock 
'n' roll. Louise Kennedy's plan 
not only worked, but today this 
Clarke College sophomore is 
also the nation's top recording 
star. 

Not this nation's, mind you, 
but Thailand's. 

Miss Kennedy's "home" is 
Bangkok, tne country's capital, 
where her father is a United 
Nations economic adviser. Dur­
ing her senior year in high 
school there, Miss Kennedy re­
corded a Thai folk song called 
"Puyai Lee" — about a bung­
ling; back-woods mayor (puyai) 
named Lee — and while she 
was a freshman at Clarke Col­
lege it made its way up to the 
top of Thailand's "Top Ten." 

When she went home for" a 
visit last Christmas, she was 
met at the Bangkok airport by 
reporters and photographers, 
and when the producer of a TV 
variety show learned she would 

not be there long, he immedi­
ately made room for her that 
week, even though it meant 
pushing another "big name" act 
back another week. That other 
act just happened to be Bob 
Hope. 

Although such fame is fleet­
ing. Miss Kennedy has another 
record climbing the Thailand 
charts — her version of Gary 
Lewis' "Everybody Love a 
Clown" — and, more important, 
her ideas and activities for in­
ternational friendship are gain­
ing wider audiences.. Miss Ken­
nedy was featured in the Sep­
tember issue of "Seventeen" 
magazine and has just complet­
ed taping an appearance on 
CBS-TVs "To Tell the Truth," 
which will be seen nationally, on 
Monday night, Jan. 9. *-

The reason Louise Kennedy 
is so popular in Thailand and 
why "Louise Kennedy Sings 
'Puyai Lee'" sold over 2,000 
copies (like selling a million 
in the U.S.) is that she not 
only dared to put the folk-song 
words to a new rock rhythm, 
but took care to preserve the 

Thai words. She has even trans­
lated "E ve r y b o d y Loves a 
Clown" into Thai. 

"I think they really appreci­
ate an American trying to use 
their language;" Miss Kennedy 
said. "I know of Americans who 
have lived in Bangkok for years 
and haven't bothered to learn 
one word of Thai. You can't 
blame the Thailanders for car­
ing so little about us." 

Now 19, Louise lived in and 
around Now York City until she 
was 14, when her. father (no re­
lation to President Kennedy) 
was assigned to Bangkok in 
1961. Together with her three 
brothers and sister, Louise ac­
companied her parents to the 
Thailand capital and was enroll­
ed in the International High 
School there, which has a stu­
dent body of about 1,200, with 
85% of the students from Eng­
lish-speaking countries. 

"The school was all too much 
like home," said Louise, who 
was expecting to learn a lot 
about Oriental culture, "but I 
couldn't go to the Thai school 

because I couldn't read and 
\yrite the language. But I be­
came friendly with the Thai 
secretary at the school and I 
began teaching English to some 
of her friends. In return, they 
taught me Thai." 

Before long, she was teaching 
English on a Bangkok radio sta­
tion, and by her senior year 
had her own Sunday-afternoon 
disk-jockey show. "The Thais 
like American music,, but the 
only thing thoy were getting 
up until then was ancient El­
vis Presley,'.' she remembers. In 
the meantime, she was develop­
ing a taste for Thai music. 

"At the beginning it sound­
ed to me like pots and pans 
being banged together," Louise 
said. "Actually, I couldn't begin 
to -appreciate it until after I 
started learning the language, 
because in Thai, different words 
have different tones and the 
music is built around the sound 
of the words. And it took time 
to become accustomed to the 
unfamiliar singsong beat of 
Thai music." 

One day her station manager 
heard her singing Thai to her­
self in the control room, invited 
her to participate in a jazz fes­
tival he was planning and 
Louise took him up on it. 

"I recruited a combo from 
among my fri.ends and decided 
to have a try ati 'Puyai Lee,' 
which is a sort of protest song, 
really. My Thai must have been 
terrible, but the audience ap­
plauded until I sang the song 
through twice." The recording 
session came soon -afterward. 

American audjences will be 
able to see and hear the five-
foot-three Miss Kennedy sing 
"Puyai Lee" during the '"To 
Tell the Truth" telecast (right 
after three of the four panel­
ists — Orson.. Bean, Kitty Car­
lisle, Peggy Cass and Tom Pos-
ton — fail to single her out, 
giving their votes to two "inu 
postors"). 

Her ambition is to continue 
the work she has done to date 
in foreign relations — but by 
teaching overseas or by work­
ing with a government agency 

rather than by singing- And, if 
she has her way, in [Thailand. 

. "I think of Bangkok as my 
home town/' she said. "There's 
so much; about it I m ŝs, especi­
ally the gaiety and politeness 
of the people, their way of bow­
ing to say hello and thank you." 

But should she; want to go 
on an. overseas entertainment 
mission.' she'll find that Clarke 
College can give her inore than 
the history major she's seeking 
there. Operated by3 the Sisters 
of Charity, B.V.M..,\tb4 college 
is fast becoming famous for its 
U.S.O.-sponsored troupes that 
have entertain in'Ger^any, Ice­
land, Labrador, dreenland and 
Newfoundland. — ( C a t h o l i c 
Press Features) 
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Green Thumb 

As Indian summer pays its 
final call, comes the season 
Jajnes. Whilcomb. Riley extoll­
ed with "When the frost is on 
the pumpkin, and the fodder's 
in the shock," and .the artist 
Jean Francois Millet depicted 
in his famous painting, "The 
Gleaners." 

Old Autumn's harvest song, 
suburban version, is decidedly 
less romantic. Yet there re­
mains a certain sentiment when 
bringing the outdoors In for 
winter quiescence, t r a n s f e r 
from active gardening to baby 
sitting of house plants. 

Green thumb is conspicuous 
by its absence from the hands 
of this gardener.' The only re­
semblance to Luther Burbank 
is a fondness for growing things, 
not skill on growing them. 

"Cluttering up the window 
sills" is the way the Head of 
the House refers to our hortl 
cultural endeavors; " t i d i n g 
'em over "til spring" is the way 
we put it. Once tided over, back 
go those plants each spring and 
summer to tholr porch boxes 
or their spots In the yard. 

Annual autumnal temptation 
is to plant them in all their 
luxuriant splendor, no matter 
how large a pot be required. 
"Start with cuttings" advises 
the garden editor, viewing this 
method a's "the most practical 
way to carry over winter plants 
that are too large for the avail­
able space." 

Taking no chances, we try 
both ways: potting the whole 
parent plant, also slipping some 
tendrils, rooting them with ten 
der loving care and the recom 
mended mixture of pcrlite with 
sphagnum peat moss. 

So far (knock on wood, Mary, 
as you write this), we've been 
able to "tide over" these plants 
year after year for more than 
a decade, Hopefully, winter 
1966-67 will prove no exception. 

Of course flowering house 
plants add brightness and color 
to drab winter rooms. Of 
course, too, In any supermar­
ket for "the nines" — 29 cents 
and on up — you can buy 
healthy plants and keep them 
going for you. These seem to 
grow regardless of care or the 
lack thereof but there is scant 
personal involvement. 

However, it's the old timers, 
the plants with sentimental 
value, that mean the most and 
that you pamper like a delicate 
child. 

At our hoifse, for instance, 
there is the sturdy little orange 
tree with its miniature fruit, 
birthday gift of the Junior 
Dalys, which spends its sum­
mers outdoors, its winters in 
the house, year-round delight, 
particularly to the children. 
There is the glossy rubber 
plant our Pat started years ago 
and. that had generations of 
n*by„Jbulb6U-tli& cute 'grayer 
plant" from Dorcas Jackson; 
the Httle green "whatsis" from 
Ethel Kelly's garden; the green-
and-whlte trainer plant,Mary 
and Tim transplanted during 
Navy days in Charleston, 

Then; there's "the giant." 
Frankly, its watintent and sen 
•umenl alone' that Inspire* per 
petuatlon of "the giant" for If 
there Is anything more sprawly 
than those huge begonia with 
Its ilx-inch-wide leaves I don't 
know what It could be. Every 
4lfer-of slips from It has been 
refused with a polite, "Nd 
thank you." 

Unpopular1 with every mem­
ber' of the family except me, 
felejgated each winter.to the 
breakfast alcove where itusurps 
an unwarranted ahiotjnf - 6i 
space, "the giant*1 continues' to 
grow and I wouldn't part with 
it for the world, living link be­
tween our house and that of a 
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very dear neighbor. 

Jim and Caxolyn—Eallon and-
their two sons lived next door 
to us for many years, the chil­
dren growing up together, the 
two families friends as well as 
neighbors. After Jim's death, 
the then-small Bobby Fallon 
and the Head of the House prac­
tically adopted each other. 

When Carolyn married John 
O'Shaughnossy and the family 
moved to Kansas, the then-tiny 
begonia moved from her kitch­
en to ours. In no way resemb­
ling the trim and lovely Caro­
lyn, "the giant" remains as a 
sort of joke-token between us, 
reminding me of Carolyn's de­
lightful sense of humor and, 
better than that, of her phenom­
enal memory for cherishing the 
kindly attributes of people, 
preaianr*'experiences' with fhehl. 
and a forgettery that blocks out 
all else. 

So "the giant," pruned down 
to house size is still welcome, 
silent reminder to "Mark well 
the shining hours." 

(NC Features) 
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