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Pope Honors Unity Talks 
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Malines — (RNS) — Pope Paul, in a special message 
here, hailed the pioneer effort toward Christian unity 
made at the series of conferences known as the Malines 
Conversations held here in the 
1920's by Roman Catholics and 
Anglicans. " ' 

tatives of the Church of Eng
land. 

In his message, written In 
French, the Pope said, "We are 
happy to know that on the oc
casion of the 40th anniversary 
of the Malines Conversations, 

of the Malines talks begun in j there will be a commemoration 
1921. It was read at a special of the courageous attempt of 
ecumenical prayer meeting in those pioneers who. sought the 
the Malines Calhednil at which, ways of the Lord to bring the 
participants included reprcsen-, Catholic and Anglican Churches 

His message was addressed to 
Leo-Joseph Cardinaal Suenens, 
Archbishop of Malines-Brusscls, 
on the occasion of the 401 h 
anniversary of the final session 

closer together. Those pioneers 
were your eminent predeces
sors, Desire Cardinal Mercier 
and Viscount Halifax." 

Cardinal Mercier was the 
chairman of the conferences at 
Malines and Lord Halifax was 
the principal Anglican partici
pant. 

The conferences were private 
and quite unofficial, but they 
were held with the approval of 
the Holy See and the then An
glican Primate. After the death 
of Cardinal Mercier in 1926 a 
report was drawn up and pub

lished under Anglican auspices 
and the conversations were not 
resumed. 

Pope Paul said the confer
ences "marked a stage in the 
progress toward that perfect 
unity of all who believe in 
Christ." 

Those joining Cardinal Sue
nens at the ecumenical service 
included Dr. Sherard Faulkner 
Allison, Anglican Bishop of 
Winchester, England'who rep
resented Dr. Arthur Michael 
Ramsey, Archbishop of Canter
bury. 

In midaftcrnoon a motorcade 
left Cardinal Suenen's residence 
for the cathedral where a com
memorative plaque — the gift 
of the Anglican Church — was 
solemnly blessed before the 
ecumenical prayer m e e t i n^. 
Later another commemorative 
function was staged in the Groat 
Hall of the Malines Seminary. 
There, a series of addresses 
were given on the history of 
the Malines Conversations by a 
panel of speakers including a 
professor of Lou vain Univer
sity, Catholic Bishop Emile-Jo-
seph De Smedt of Bruges, and 
an Anglican historian. The con
cluding speakers were Cardinal 
Suenens and Bishop Allison. 
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