
What's a Bishop to do according to Vatican II? 
(Continued from PagTl) 

through his episcopal consecra­
tion. 

The principles thus establish­
ed, thiere was need to indicate 
their application. | s 

There had been beJrWe the 
Council a schema entiuftd On7 

Bislrops and the Governing1! tf 
Dioceses, Its bearing,, everyonf 
sensed, was uncertain\until the 
dogmatic consideration of the 
role of bishops wi 
This having been, 

"clarified; 
jihieved in 

thaiTTwa ye&Wj^rwtssssrJ^ 
tails have been under study by 
a committee headed by Fran­
cesco Cardinal Roberti. 

As the Pope had suggested at 
that time, the decree urges that 
diocesan bishops be attached to 
the departments of the Curia so" 
that these "will be able to r* 
oort more fully tq^thg supreme 
pontiff- the thinking, the~ de­
sires and the needs of all the 
churches." But the decree goes 
further. It states: ''Finrallyrthe 
•Fathers of the Council think 

the t h i r d session "with the '# would be most advantageous 
adoption of the Constitution on 
the Church, discussion was 

ly rewritten document — 
whicrm were added 
from a discarded schema On t% 
Care of Souls - • - « - - -«= " •< 

made simpler for a substantia^ to laymen, who are outstanding 
"\ f̂ ,. their virtue, knowledge and 

erience. In such a -way they 
KUCUIJI vu i n e ^ - l n a v e a " appropriate share 
of three chapv W Church affairs." 

ters describing the function and Vfrho nnntAi™,™.., „* th„ *i„ 
the modes of action of a Cath- i f f V a H T ^ n ^ X ^ 
olic bishop amid, as the decree S i f t * 1 ^ S S T n S J T H L 
declarer "the conditions ^ JjfggKt ^ e o ^ f k e o i legato 
humaji association which h « j | ^ X i ^ ^ V S S 
brought about a new order ~" ,KSf -" * • » • « « 
things in our tithes .". ." 

Jf these s a m e departments 
^quld listen more attentively 

Chapter I of the decree, "Th* 
Eelationship o£«Bishops to the 
Universal Church, adverts ex­
plicitly to the Synod >of Bish­
ops instituted by JfauL-XLar the 
beginning of the ̂ present sW 
sion. It .envisages this 
"Senate of the C&ujceh 

new 
as a 

isely determined" and that 
ijse local representatives of 
HPope "be more widely taken 

from various regions of the 
Ghurch." Moreover, save for 
cases which have been especi­
ally reserved to the Pope, the 
decree asserts that bishops, as 
Tspiceessors of the Apostles, pos-
^es | in the diocese entrusted to 

reaoercts iOfr^ei i rT^ 
Baa? . 

The long chapter on Bishops 
and Their Particular Churches 
or Dioceses makes clear that a 
diocese is not primarily a geo­
graphical unit, much less a list 
of properties on the register of 
an insurance company but "a 
portion of the people of God 
which is entrusted to a bishop 
to be shepherded by him with 
the cooperation of the presby­
tery." A diocese, then, is- not 
just a part of the universal 
Church but a community of the 
faithful reflecting the total 
Church in its diversity. 

Entrusted with this share of 
the Lord's vineyard, the in­
dividual bishop, assisted by his 
"college" of priests, nurtures 
the people through the preach 
ing of the Gospel and the min­
istry of the liturgy. 

His teaching should touch on 
the fundamental concerns of 
contemporary rn.an, the decree 
asserts, fostering an appreci­
ation of "the human person 
with his freedom and bodily 
life, the family and its unity 
and stability, t he procreation 
and education of children, civil 
society with its laws and pro­
fessions, labor and leisure, the 
arts and technical inventions, 

p e m l n e n t ' m ^ e ^ u o n oFtheHhenj "per se all the ordinary, g g g j ^ J L S ' t J T i r f f ' S 
principle of collegiali^noting proper and immediate author- w a y s by which a*e to be answer-

J ' L J T ' J r b ( ^ ^ l a l l / b U i t y which is required for,, the ed the most serious questions acting m the name^of the en-
tire Catholic episcopate, it will 
at the same time show that all 

.the bushops in hierarchical com­
munion partake of the solici­
tude for the universal Church." 

concerning the ownership, in­
crease and Just distribution of 
material goods, peace and war, 
and brotherly relations among 
all countries." 

Such. teaching will be more 
effective to the extent that it 
takes into account the social 
circumstances in which the 
faithful live. Twice social re­
search is endorsed. Moreover, 
the active assistance of the 
laity is supposed. For the bish­
ops are told that "they should 
preserve for their faithful the 
share proper to them in Church 
affairs, they should also respect 
their duty and right of actively 
collaborating in the building up 
of the Mystical Body of Christ" 

Aiding the diocesan bishop in 
the .apostolate will be, depend­
ing on local circumstances, co­
adjutor bishops, auxiliary bish­
ops, episcopal vicars, vicars 
apostolic, diocesan councils, all 
of whose duties are set down-
Indispensable in all cases is the 
collaboration of priests, especi­
ally the diocesan clergy, who 
constitute "one presbytery and 
one family whose father is the 
bishop." 

That a greater harmony of 
wills, so fruitful for the good 
of souls, be fostered, "let the 
TflsKop call the priests tmo dia-

present boundaries or-dioeeses-at^ Vaticah^l^Its^specific-expert 
and ecclesiastical provinces, the 
creation and supervision of in-
ter-diccesan projects and the 
support of the diocese compos­
ed of those in the armed serv-

Tltis collective responsibility, 
it is noted, should urge bishops 
to interest actively their faith­
ful i n the worldwide enterprise 
of evangelization, of aiding 
areas where priests are few 
and where the Church is perse­
cuted. It inculcates a spirit or 
solidarity in the universal epis­
copate, v 

The Soman Curia is acknowl­
edged as the ensemble of age% 
Si?- °h ^ § f ° P £ P e r f o r m i n ? JTov; 1, 1950, was named Bishop 
'their duties in his name and V \ Rochester last week, 
with his authority for the good V 
of the churches and in the serv- The bishop will continue as 
ice of toe sacred pastors." The 
decree, however, does not hesi­
tate to express the desire that 
these departments of the Holy 
Seo "he reorganized and better 
adapted' to the needs of the 
times, regions, and rites especi­
ally as regards their number, 
name, competence and peculiar 
mctraod of procedure, as well 
as fehe| coordination of work 
among them," a reorganization two-thirds of the worldwide 
announced by Pope Paul moreUotal sent to the Holy See to 

Bishops to Elect 
Missions Head 

New York — CNC) — Bishop Fulton J . Sheen's suc­
cessor as .national director of the Society for the Prop­
agation of the Faith is expected to be chosen at the U.S 
bishops' annual meeting Nov. 

ence of synodal forms on dif­
ferent levels of Church organi­
zation is today influencing the 
Roman Church as Vatican II 
demonstrates. 

ices. 

For the conduct and attitudes 
of the individual bishop the de­
cree suggests, but a ot exhaus­
tively, the day-by<Iay expecta­
tions of the exalted and cen­
tral place accorded him in the 
Constitution on the Church; 
The present formula of pro­
mulgation of conciliar docu­
ments testifies to an effective 
recognition of the dignity of 
the episcopate, the fruit of pro­
found, contemporary theologi­
cal reflection. Thus, the de­
crees of the First Vatican Coun­
cil were announced with this 
introductory p h r a s e : "Pius, I 
bishop, servant of the servants 
of God, with the appropriation 
of this sacred Council. . ." The' 
language of Pope Paul and of, 
Vatican II is different. The1 

pontiff begins with the an-1 
nouncement: "The decrees be­
fore this sacred Council have 
received the approval of the 
Fathers. We also . . . in union 
with the venerable Fathers . . ." 

The spirit and structures of 
Eastern Christianity with its 

W i t h the inspiration and 
guidance of the present docu­
ments, what will be the style 
of the_ post-conciliar Catholic 
bishop of the next generations? 
He will be, to the extent that 
he is faithful to the, teaching 
of Vatican II, essentlaly pas-4 servant" of a l t 

toral in purpose and in attitude, 
mindful that the Word literal­
ly invokes Christ's charge "to 
feed" his sheep. 

He will be devoted to people 
before programs, actively-^seete 
ing contact with all menrbe-
lievers and unbelievers"" but 
especially with the poor and the 
disadvantaged. 

He will know his priests and 
his faithful and will enlarge 
their spiritual horizons, com­
municating a universal vision of 
the concerns of Christ which 
are coextensive with those of 
humanity itself. He will be a 
personally-costing t h i n g , the 
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14-18 in Washington, D.C. 

Bishop Sheen, who has head­
ed the national society since 

director of the society until a 
successor is chosen by the U.S. 
bishops and confirmed by the 
Holy See, a spokesman said. 

A spokesman for the Society 
for the Propagation of the Faith 
said that under Bishop Sheen's 
direction the U.S. society has 
been responsible for more than 

Marriage Theme 
At CatholicM. ,v , 

Washington — (RNS) — An Official Jind twfr other} 
rhennbsrs of the papal commission on birth problems are 
scheduled to address the first international and inter­
disciplinary symposium on 
"Christlp.n Marriage in the Age 
of \Tatlcan Council II" set for 
the Catholic University of 
America, here, Nov. 8-10. i 

The Vatican official is Father 
Henri de Riedmatten, a Dom&i-
can priest from Geneva, ^ ^ i S T ^ S ^ . 1 £ 
land, who is executive secre­
tary of the papal commission 

studying family, population and 
birth problems. 

Other Catholic experts on 
such topics as divorce, the 
rhythm method, sex education 
and moral theology are listed 
to participate in this first pri 

(?Cavanagh, a psychiatrist here 
h«ho, recently completed a study 
\{ Ahe experience of Catholic 
couples with the rhythm meth­
od. He is a papal commission 
member. 

THE SESSIONS are intended, 
according to Dr. Cavanagh, to 
"both clearly re-state the tradi­
tional position of the Church 
wherever this is possible, and 
to inform competent men and 
women of serious re-thinking 
which is being done in the 
JStjpus disciplines related to 

en, he said women "will be 
called upon to act on parish 
school boards and diocesan 
schc*ol boards, the CCD, Legion 
of Mary, and projects affecting 
the general community wel­
fare," 

Tiie bishop said it was his1 

intention to name a womar^ 
to tbe board of directors of the, 
new Paterson diocesan weeklyr 
the Beacon, which will begyv 
publishing in January. . , , 

H e cautioned the women 
agatinst. a, spirit' of "spiritual 
isolationism" and "I don't care" 
attitudes toward such pressing 
problems as public housing, il­
literacy, urban renewal and so 
cial injustice. 

rfiage." 

Women to Be 

Clergy Advisers 
West Paterson—(NC)—Bishop 

Lawxence B. Casey of Paterson 
said here he expects women to 
play a vital role in the life of 
the diocese. 

Speaking at the annual con-

" ^ " l ^ ™e
h™?" wl?Sb? / 'Cavanagh said that since esar* Council of Catholic W o g g ^ h e ^ ^ ^ t h e r e W e 

been innumerable conflicting 
views presented on the theology 
and pastoral aspects of mar­
riage, "it seems both possible 
and desirable now to clarify the 
thinking of clergy and laity on 
these questions." He said that 
die symposium was planned to 

oswer relevant questions as 
early and correctly as is pos­

sible at this t ime" 4 ' Q~ .<".>"• 

™%i the threeday^iathering,- a 
total of six talks ate scheduled, 
crop each morning ' and after­
noon. These sessions consist of 
three parts: the main talk; 
group discussion, divided ac­
cording to specialization; and a 
question - and- answer- period 
with the principal speaker. .; 

further the Church's missionary 
work. 

Last year, out of a worldwide 
contribution of about $23 mil­
lion, the US. accounted for 
some $16 million. 

The bishop tias traveled ex­
tensively in A-sia, Africa and 
Latin America t o get first-hand 
information on the problems of 
the world's poor and the needs 
of the Churches mission pro­
gram. 

His work as national director 
of the Society for the Propaga­
tion of tfae Faith has spanned 
the reigns of three popes — 
Pope Pins XIL, who appointed 
him to the post, Pope John 
XXIII and Pope Paul VI. 

The bishop was the o n l y 
American appointed to the Vat­
ican Council's commission on 
the missions for the duration 
of the Council. He is now a 
member of the post-council 
commotion on. missions. 

Cardinal Soellman of New 
York, to whom Bishop Sheen 
has been serving as auxiliary, 
praised b>oth BSishop Sheen and 
Bishop Kearney, whom he suc­
ceeds as nishop of Rochester. 

The Cardinal described Bish­
op Kearney as a "wonderful 
shepherd to the people of Roch­
ester" and "an old friend who 
"has cooperated with me in many 
labors." 

He cited his "deep respect" 
for Bishap Sheen and his "ad­
miration for tlie extraordinary 
talents with which God has 
blessed hum." 

"All trtose talents and every 
ounce of his energy he has 
dedicated to the missions, to 
spreading Christ's k i n g d o m 
across the wide world and to 
begging for God's needy every­
where. What l ie has done for 
the missions can never be meas­
ured, but it is certain that in 
every part of the world his 
name is held i n grateful mem­
ory by countless thousands," he 
said. 

The Cardinal said that in 
Bishop Sheen "the people ot 
Rochester are gaining a distin 
guished leader in these chal 
lenging times which follow the 
Second Vatican Council." 

"At the same time," he added, 
"you may be sure that Bishop 
Sheen will always remain 
missionary, and he will, I know, 
find ways to continue his mis­
sionary apostolate." 

o 

logue, especially about pastoral 
matters." Moreover, the decree 
continues: "This he should do 
not only on a given occasion, 
but at regulary fixed intervals 
insofar as this is possible." 

As for priests who are mem­
bers of religious congregations, 
they are subject to the local 
bishop in all matters of the 
apostolate, maintaining all the 
while the specific spirit of 
their own religious family as 
the bishop must not fail to in­
sist. 

By the very nature of their 
mandate and purpose, bishops 
are independent of civil au 
thority. The right of nominating 
or appointing bishops, there­
fore, should belong exclusively 
to the Church and such privi­
leges should not in the future 
be accorded to governments. In­
deed, the decree urges civil au­
thorities now enjoying such 
rights by reason of treaty or 
custom — Spain comes to mind 
—voluntarily to renounce them. 

The final chapter of the de­
cree is concerned with the col­
lective exercise of episcopal au­
thority, notably in the form of 
national episcopal conferences. 
Here the United States pioneer­
ed by establishing after World 
War I the National Catholic 
Welfare Conference as the vol 
untary but common Instrument 
of the American hierachy. 

In the interest of more ef­
fective apostolic action the de­
cree wants bishops belonging 
to the same nation or region 
to organize an association which 
will meet at fixed times. Such 
a prodfislf ft* 'practically^ cDrnpletJ 
ed, since it is the national) «pi9i 
copal, conferences which will 
nominate the 'maft'drfty of them-
bers of the Synod of Bishops, 
the 150-man "Senate of the 
Church" which will make avail­
able the experience of Catholi­
cism through the world for the 
guidance of the Pope. 

Among the additional tasks 
of these national episcopal con­
ferences will be a review of the 

emphasis on a communion of 
faith and a unity built from lo­
cal communities around their 
bishop were not notably present 

'A STRONG AND INDEPENDENT VOICE" 

Keep BARBER B. 
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Forty Hours 
Sunday, Nov. 6—Corpus Christi. 

Rochester; St. Francfls, Au­
burn; St. Mary, Elmira; St 
Catherine, Ithaca; Epiphany, 
Sodus; St. Joseph, Wayland. 
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imported cor coots 

of genuine Heek suede 

$30 
A real boon to your outdoor fashion image! The smart styling 
alone will set you above the crowd, Add the lush cotton Heek 
suede owtershell ond cozy inner^inwg-andyauJiexecilly-Q fefthifiR. 
step ahead. Shown are two-from our collection available with or 
without hood$rin' a choice of pile or sherpa linings and rich, 
popular colors. Sizes 10 to 16. Sibley's Career'Coats, Second 
floor; Irondequoit, Eastway, Southtown, Newark. 
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