'l‘his year marks the 50th
anniversary of the Una Sancta
movement founded in Germany

. to promote theological discus-

sions between Protestanis and
Roman Catholics in the interest
of Christian unity. One of its
most notable annual meetings
was in 1960, when a Benedic-
tine abbot evoked thunderous
applause by describing Protes-
tants as “brothers decorated
with Christ’s name.”

Historically the land of the
Reformation, Germany remains
today a stronghold of the Luth-
eran communion, the world's
largest Protestant grouping —
with neariy 74,500,000 baptued

—members: -

.And it is this worldwide body
which has given outstandingly
firm support to the quest for
Christian unity which is one of

[~ ——————thebasic-aspirations-of—the-eecu-|

menical movement.

This is especially true in the
United States, where an im-
pressive Lutheran-Catholic dia-
logue was formally inaugurate:d
in July, 1065, when an official
consultation took place between
theologians of the two faiths
under the sponsorship of the
American Catholic Hierarchy's
Commission for Ecumenical Af-
fairs and the National Lutheran
Council (NLC) — the Council
acting as the U.S. national com-
mittee of the Lutheran World
Federation,

8o, far, two other consulta-
tlons — one last February and|
another in Washington, D.C.,
in late September—have taken
place and the fourth is sched-
uled for New York next April.
Subjects already discussed have
been: “Status of the Nicene

through the power of God.”
In July, 1965,

to explore possible future col-
laboratlon “in study dnd ac-
tion.”

gust, 1965 and April this year.
-Purpose-of-the-ineeting;-an-offi-«
cial statement said, was “to de-

sides we live out of grace and

the ecumen-
ical world was thrilled by the
announcement of plans by the
Vatican Secretariat for Pro-
moting Christian Unity and the
LWTF for a joint working group

A similar body had been set
up between the Vatican and
the World Council of Churches,
but the new body was the first
concerned with relations be-
tween Rome and an individual
Protestant denomination. The
group has already met twice at
Strasbourg, France — in Au-

Convergencé.

gun between the Lutheran
World Federation and the Ro-
man Catholic Church can be
continued and intensified.”

Seven of those attending rep-
resented the LWF and an equal
number were Vatican delegates,
among them Bishop Jan Wille-
brands, secretary of the Vati-
can's Christian unity secre-
tariat.

The joint body's two meet-
ings came after the close of
the Second Vatican Council,
which Dr. Skydsgaard praised
as having shown the ‘‘nearly
unbelievable spiritual and in-
tellectual potential” of the
Catholic Church which had
provea itself in these five oOr|
six years in a truly magnifi-
cent fashion.” The Danish pro-
fessor emphasized the impor-
tance of the Council's Consti-
tution on Divine Revelation,

LSRR

ey

tice Scripture.

Reflecting am increasingly
changing attitude among Cath-
olics toward Martin Louther was

in, who ranks among the top
Catholic ecumemists in this
country:

“Much of the change In atti
tude toward Luather’s goals is
the change Imn the Catholic
image of Luther asa persom, he
said. He cited the transition in
Catholic literary judgments of
the Reformer fiom books ““full
of vicious libels” and “charac-
ter assassinatioms” to more re-
cent volumes which include
a characterization presenting

zealous for the Woxrd of God
and in devotion to the Blessed
Mother.”

Last year, the Rev. Carl S.

Not Syncretic

stressed that his
‘convergence of thought”

ceplable beliefs.”

Washington—(RNS)—A lead-
ing Roman Catholic -ecumenist
saw grounds for a “theological
.onvergence” between Catholics
anld Lutherans on the difficult
guestion of the Eucharist at
he conclusion of a third theo-

.ogical conversation involving
representatives of the two
Churches.

At the same time, Msgr. Wil
liam W. Baum, executive secre-
wory of the U.S. Bishops’ Com-
mission for Ecumenical Affairs,
idea of a
does
not at all imply “syncretism, or
a fabrication of mutually ac-

saying that while it was "Tair-
ly traditional,” and “clearly di-
visive confessionaly,” theologi-
cally it offered ‘‘some fruitful
aspects.”

In New York, both Paulist
Father John Sheerin, editor of
the Paulist Fathers' monthly,
The, Catholic World, and the
Rev. Norman Temme, then di-

the Lutheran Church-Missoiri
Synod, also recognized the im-
portance of the Vatican II docu-
ment. It addresses to the Luth-

eran Society, they agreed that
the statement had encouraged
new Protestant attention to Tra-

rector of public -relations of

Meyer,—director of graduate

[Luther as u (Fue mzrof  God, ]

termine in what manner the re-{dition} at the same time thatjformer in an Anglican ‘semin-
lations which have already be-|Catholics were giving new no-|ary;

. h N, ¢ :
the statement by Father Sheer-' eran hymn, “A Mighty Fortress

Joseph Cardinal Ritter,
Archbxshop of St. Louis, walk.
ing toward an altar to offer a
Mass in English while a 3060
‘voice choir sang the great Luth-

is Our God”, and prominent
Catholic clergymen and laymen
taking part in Reformation Day
celebrations here and abroad.

Preaching ln Washington,
D.C,, Jesuit Father Avery Dul
Ies of Woodstock (Md.) Col
lege, declared that Luther was
still addressing wurgent ques-
tions to 20th Century Chris
tians: “Cam evangelical Chris-
tians be truly Catholic and can
Catholic Christians be truly
evangelical? Can Roman Ca-

Reformation catholicity
be Roman?”

Of much interest in this con-
text was an article in the June
issue of Una Sancta, a Lutheran

W o e
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a collection of Protestant
Churches.”

In his article, Prof. Braaten
spoke of a Protestant reunion
with Rome which evoked con-
siderable criticism in Protestant
circles. However, Prof. Braaten
explained he was advocating
not a “reunion by capitulation,”

but rather a “reunion by con-| | |

vergence.”

Among those ¢ommenting on
his article was Prof. Warren
Quanbeck of Luther Theologi-
cal Seminary in Minneapolis,
who said that any reunion of
Protestantism and Catholicism
“cannot be simply a resumption
of the broken relationship .of
1521 or 1530, but must be stud-

 tholicism —be —reformed, _and} 16 as a coiitemporary problem

fenders, Dr. Robert McAfee
Brown, Uhited Presbyterian
theologian and professor of re-
ligion at Stanford University,
who wrote:

“Protestants and Roman Ca'th-
olics live in a new era in which

the terrain that separates us
is now entirely different
from what we had imagined,
and that rather than contain-
ing land mines with which we
intend to destroy one another,
it is now, for the first time,
rich with promise and with the
hope of a redeeming harvest.”

we are both discovering that|}

| JAMES CROWLEY
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individual relationships.”

ptimistic note was sound-
ed by one of Prof. Braaten’s de- |

For Better Living . .

studles at Concordia Seminary
in St. Louis, praised in particu-
lar as a “real contribution” to
an understandireg of Luther the
the scholarly works of a Ger-
man Jesuit, Father Joseph
Lortz. Dr. Meyer noted also the
view of Dr. Jaroslav Pelikan,
professor of church history at
Rale, who saw Luther as an
“obedient rebel,” who wanted
continuity wi th the early
Church and who was not intent
on “throwing everything away.”

The Catholic "new look™ in
regard to Luther has been evi
denced by such developments
as a priest lecturing on the Re.

*“It goes far beyond that,”” he
said, “and I feel this is part of
the beauty of the meetings we

Creed as Dogma of the Church,”
“One Baptism for the Remis-
sion of Sin,” and “The Extent
to which the Sacrament of the
Lord’s Supper is also a Sacri-
fice” — a question which has
divided Lutherans and Catho-
lHes since the 16th Century. He said there was basic agree-

! . ment, as in the past, on the
‘ These theological gettogeth-|pycharist being a  sacrificial

ers are an implicil response 10051 and in commemoration of
a complaint in 1964 by the Rev.\chrigt's Last Supper, as well as
Virgil R. LW'estlund. secretary|attesting to the death and Res-
of the NLC's Department of|, rection of Christ. Most of
Theological Cooperation. He|ihe time was spent on the vari-
sald that while Lutherans and|;pn¢ views, of sacrificial impli-
' Catholics in the U.S. were en-|.ations.
; gaged in dialogue to an extent
: never before realized, not all
opportunities for inter-confes
sional conversation were being
exploited.

held . . . We are gearching to-
gether the data to see what they
say-—searching together, as the-
ologians and Christians, the

tors of the church .

During the conversions, the

Scriptures, the fathers, the doc-

Lutheran and Catholic theolo-
glans participated in a common
prayer service using the matins
and the litany from the Luth-

A similar complaint was made
two years earlier by Mr. West-
lund’s predecessor in the NLG
post, Dr. David Granskou, who
said Protestants and Catholics

ticipants in the discussions.

eran Service Book and Hymnal.
Lutherans also attended a Mass
concelebrated by Catholic par-

Philadephia — (NC) — The
largest Byzantine rite Catholic
cathedral in the world, and the
first to be built in the US. in

50 years, will be opened here
Oct. 16. v

Archbishop Ambrose Seny-
shyn, 0.S.B.M., Metropolitan of
the Byzantine rite Ukrainian
archeparchy of Philadelphia,
told a press conference the new
cathedral of the Immaculate
Conception is larger than the fa-
mous Holy Wisdom Cathedral
in Kiev, Ukraine. The cathedral
is the work of architect Julian
K. Jastremsky, authority on
Byzantine architecture.

“The Byzantine Rite of the
Catholic Church has been, and
is being severely persecuted in

Ukrainian Cathedral
To Open This Month

Bulgaria, Rumamia and Yugo-
slavia by anti-religious commu-
nist governments,” the Arch-
bishop said.

“However,” he added, ‘the
Byzantine Rite is flourishing
and growing in the countries of
the free world, especially here
in the U.S. and Canada. God's
will cannot be denied for ever,
and I am sure that the Byzan-
tine Catholic church will one
day be free to do the will of
God even in countries which
are now commiunist'”

Archbishop Senyshyn also
announced formation of the By-
zantine Slavic Arts Foundation
in Washington D.C, to collect
holy icons. He said the founda-
tion will seek to purchase many
icon-masterpieces now held by

Ukraine, Poland, Belo-Ruthenia,

the Soviets.

should bresk the “conspiracy of
‘silence” which had kept them
“at arm's length” for more than
four centuries.

! his “silence’ has been brok-
en- also- on the international
platie, thanks in large measure
to the impact of the Second
Vatican Council to which the
Lutheran World Federation
(LWF), headquartered in Gen-
eva, Switzerland, sent five of
its top theologians as declegate-
observers, among them Dr.
Kristin E. Skydsgaard, profes
sor of systematic theology at
the University of Copenhagen,
Denmark, who is probably the
foremost Lutheran student of
Catholicism.
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RALPH PONTIAC

quarterly, in which—aTuthreran
Church in America theologian
— Prof. Carl E. Braaten, of the
Lutheran School of Theology in
Chicago — wrote:

“The farthest thing from
Luther’s mind was to make his
reform movement into an inde-
pendent Church, named after
him, that would exist perma-
nently outside of and in com-
petition with the Roman Catho-
lic Church . .. The tragedy is
that what was intended to be
only a temporary Church has
become a permanent “arrange-
ment . . . The Reformation was
not intended to bring about a
Protestant Church, much less
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Mike DiTrioa holds
yarxd fied goal @in Sz
field goal in Agquina

Aquim
Ithaca

By WHIT JOIINS

Aquinas Institifte's
speed and air power c
to lead the Irishh to°
viftoyy over IthacalXh
ldast Saturday after
Aquinas Memorial Stad

The lightning-fast Lit
scored two touchA@owns
se;ond quarter and a fi
in the fourth to defea
in the first meetimg of
schools.

AQUINAS halfback L
-highlighted- the- Irdsh a
the first half by adding
touchdown to bring his
total to 8. He conzpiled
of 124 yards gained ru:
12 carries of the pigski
average of 10.3 yards pe
Shaken up in the closing
period, Hall sat owmt th
second half.

Hall scored the first
TD early in the seconc
——-wher he—sped-62—rds
dirt, evading at teast fiv

be tacklers.

Elmlra N
—Bows—to-
Corning £

By TIM MEGIL

Corning East tmck a
of @ smooth runniing g
a 50 yard pass playim ¢
Notre Dame of Elnzire
Corning's Memorial
last Friday night.

This was the fixst d
the Crusaders in their
games, mcludmg an ur
season last year Frida
was the second for ea
East is now 20 whil
Dame stands 1-1.

Notre Dame kicked
Corning moved into )
ritory where LeBarron
23 yard field goal aitem
Dame then took ower, P

- throwing a jump pass
middle to end Ball B:
carried 52 years to the
The drive was stalled
and East took ower o

Corning promptly r
their own 45 from w
monti tallied for the fi
five minutes into the f
ter. LeBarron's- canver
good.

———While—Kast—was
scoring Notre Dame w.
trouble springing loos¢
erful and guick run
of Ramich, and DeSo
had fine kick-off ret
from scrimmage were
by two or three of tk
tion, Thus Notre Dame
29 yards rushing.

Two minutes into
quarter; ‘it was 3rd and
ing at mxdfwld vwhen
rolled left and threw
foi the final tc
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