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New York—While early re-
action to “Alfie” has centered
on’ a briéf' sequence involving
abortion, fopinion. at ‘the na.
tional ‘Catholic film office indi-
cates that: the picture. has be-
come &% léading contender fo

es*==an-honor-that-last-year

“It's a very moral film,” said
Msgr. Thomas F. Little, NCOMP
executive secretary. “Here is a
film that does have something
to_say._The moral message is
so explicitated that you don’t
have to be a genius to get the
theme.”

Like Darling” the story of

a British™ fashion model’s jet:

nant (she accepts Alfie’s offer
to arrange an abortion). At
film's end, he finds that he
Is getting olMer and less-at-
tractive fo his earlier female
conquests, he sees his .illegeiti-
mate son (. by then 3 or 4
yéars old) happy in. the comn.

a stray mongurel, with the words
of the title song coming up on
the sound track: “What’s it all
about, Alfie?,..”

“Despite the abundant promm-
iscuity that forms.the muajor
portion of its subject matter,”
commented a husband-and-wife
reviewing team for NCOMP.
“ ‘Alfie’ may be the most moral
film of-thewear. If ever crime
doesn’t pay, it is for this amti-
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stepfather, and he wanders off
ralone—but-for-the-company-—of/

.
8

/

o 7 SNyoe

ure Film'

apariment where the abortion
has been performed.

Some reviewers even noted
the absence of the usual bed .
scennes that have become stand-

nature. Crediting director

e

ard with adult films of this "

Lewis Gilbert, ome reviewer *

3

“Nr. Gilbert knows how to
use hiis camera to its most taste-
ful advantage, realizing that -
graphic detailing is often the |
worst part of film-making.
Alfie’'s sexual hyperactivity is
ackmowledged, but never ex-
ploited.””

The biggest problefii con-
fromting the NCOMP reviewers
on “Alfie" seemed to be wheth-
er- Alfie’s-final-come-uppance—
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: that points to the emptiness of |[1er0 Who, as” the~ film-ends “is{ting older, lonely and lacks “me f t-15
. a self-centered, pleasureseek.|STOWing older a'l'd. oy orom is. |peace 0° mind"—was sufficient. hE o ’ v = . -
» ing existence. ‘ g’szu‘: :Ss:;’:r’p',‘l,}sl‘e"eénf‘g‘li‘;' “Itl(seeﬁnsl t?i me the film can
. ine m,, "Imake philandering a mighty at- ce eq
Alfie, a Cockney rake played|deed an effective rebuttal 1o|traclive avocation for young 3 E \;% See This promises to be one of
by Michael Caine, has a series|the widely held belief that any-|men'™ said one priest voting L & e BB o Mexico City Grinnell's greatest tours! An
of brief affairs with a number|thing goes, as long as no oxmeifor a Condemned rating (only - = . T S B all-Rochester  tour!  Ameri- -
- of. women, .ranging from giﬂf gets hurt » ) *ﬁl;ored a B or a C), while Michael Caine as Alfie tries to persuade a girl who has given birth to his e Acapulco can Airlines Astrojet flight
_ . ugh —.___lanotherpriest—objected-that - Hlevitima —to-sive-the—c} on.—The_girl(Juli to the land of the sun, silver-
young housewives, middleaged|, No one among the NCOMP|sje50 joes not change for the| “Hlegi mate som—to-give-the child—ap-for-adoption. Julie Foster) "axco mines, gaiety and adventure -
housewives and even to a|reviewers (there were 50 VOb-|jeiter at the end. refuses and Alfie walks out on her. » B '
| plump middle-aged divorcee|ing on “Alfie”) objected to the , ) . o Cuernavaca The trip complete, $645
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among them: a sequence in|carefilly — for they can learn|ment.” — (Catholic Press Fea-
which Alfie recounts a night-'a great deal from this movie.ltures) _
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