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The focal point of the ancient 
Catholic life of Amsterdam is a 
ldden—but—easily^-accessible 

courtyard which is one of the 
niost beautiful spots in a city 
r eno^ed for Its beauty. An 
island of silence in -this capital's 
extremely busy downtoim shop­
ping district, it Is the Begijnhof, 
—Beguines' Court—named af­
ter the semireligious sisterhood 
established there in 1346. 

The Beguinevwho were num­
erous in the Netherlands and in 

-Erance_from_lhe-JL2th-ihrough—J 
-the^to-eentttriesr-were-usually-
widows and young women who 
tdok up community life in order 
to pursue spiritual and charit­
able activities. They took no 
vows, and were free t o hold 
property of their own and to 
leave the sisterhood to marry. 
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the home of the president, Mrs 
Raymond G. Granston, in Wat-
kins Glen. 

First deanery meeting will be 
hosted by a Chemung County 
parish and will feature a display 
by the Organization and De­
velopment chairman on Monday, 
Sept. 26 at 8 p.m. 

vA £0 

U ^ 

The Amsterdam Beguines* 
Court is surrounded by houses 
and chapels, many of them used 
by the sisterhood in medieval 
times. The women were es­
teemed for their devotion to 
caring for the sick, and were 
able to stay oil even-after Am-
sterdam went over to the Ref­
ormation in 1578. During the 
persecution of Catholics in the 
17th century, they served as 
"klopjes," announcing to the -
faithful when and where secret 
religious services were to be 
held. 

The original Beguines' chapel, 
which is now restored la its old 
glory, was confiscated by the 
municipal authorities "fir~157& 
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and handed over to the Church 
of England in 1607. It is still an 

"XHgTKan church and services 
are held there every Sunday in 
the rites of the Church of Eng­
land. 

Most of the facades of the 
-houses—in—this-courtyard_ are 
from the 17th and 18th cen­
turies. Several fine stone-carv­
ings adorn the house fronts, all 
of them depicting religious 
scenes. Among them: "The 
Flight from Egypt." "St. Ur­
sula" and "St. Winnifred," or 
St. ."Wiilihrord. asihfi-Durjch call 
him. Close to the Anglican 
church, in \ho gutter, Is an old 

Spotless streets, neat houses next to a canal are typical of Holland. Rembrandt statue in its flowery setting is in heart of Amsterdam. 
still given to the sanctuaries of Opposite the Central Station turned it into a museum. There 

tombstone. Here a Begulne lies 
buried. She chose this resting 
place, humbling herself even 
after death to obtain from 
heaven the grace that one day 
Catholicism would be restored 
in Amsterdam. 

Nearby a bronze effigy pre­
serves the memory of Willem 
Cardinal Van Rossurn, who was 
the papal legate at tho Inter­
national Eucharistic Congress 
held at Amsterdam in 1024. The 
Dutch cardinal at one time was 
the head of the Congregation 
for the Propagation of the Faith 
in Rome. 

spot were pulled down and the 
foundation of the new Catholic 
church was laid. The plans 
were made by the famous Am 
sterdam architect Philip Ving-
booms, who also designed many 
fine houses along the Amster­
dam canals. 

Here the tradition of the 
"Miracle of the Blessed Sacra­
ment" of six centuries ago is 
still kept alive. The Blessed 
Sacrament is exposed for Per-
petual Adoration. This is the 
starting point for the "Stille 
Omgang," or Silent Procession^ 
held""yearly "by "men dri four 
successive Saturday nights in 
March in honor of the Blessed 
Sacrament. 

Next to this monument is 
the j wooden pujeh . leading to 
the i present Catholic 
the* Beguines' Court. In 1771 
the then existing houses on the 

As chronicled locally, the 
"miracle" took place in Passion-
tide in 1345. A man lay ill and 
wanted to receive Holy Com­
munion. A priest was called and 
brought him the Sacrament. 
But shortly afterward the sick 
man coughed up the Host. The 
woman who nursed him threw 
the Host Into the fire. The next 
morning when the woman 
stirred up the fires ho suddenly 
saw the Immaculate Host un­
impaired amidst the flames. 
The Host was taken out of tho 
fire, wrapped up in a. clean 

~»^..B .w cloth and .locked if ja chest 
church on+Eh1 *" 

Host was taken in solemn pro­
cession to tho parish church. 

This procession of 600 years 
ago is still repeated yearly in 
the "Stille Omgang." 

In the course of the centuries 
many miracles are said to have 
confirmed the first miracle. For 
all these reasons the Catholic 
church on the Beguines' Court 
is now considered-fl-holy-sitev 

At No. 35 of the Beguines' 
Court the Catholic Orientation 
Center for Foreigners is situ­
ated. Here all foreigners, Cath­
olics and non-Catholics, can be 
provided., with. all. infarmalion. 
regarding Catholicism in the 
Netherlands. The center is open 
to the public every day from 10 
a.m. until 5 p.m. 

Leaving the gate of the Be­
guines' Court is the Spui. 
Across the canal there is a 
Catholic c h u r c h called the 
Krijtberg (the Chalk Hill). The 
name recalls the time when 
Catholics in Amsterdam were 
not allowed to profess their re­
ligion openly. They assembled 
in the warehouses such as "De 
Ster" (The Star), "De Pape-
gaal" (The Parrot)—now at the 
Kalverstraat — "De Posthoorn" 
(The Post Horn) and "De Duif" 
(The Pigcoah now at- the- Prin-
s ^ n g r a c h t . The names of 

Iandesdlne churches ore 

today. The people of Amster­
dam* still speak of going to 
Mass in The Pigeon or in the 
Parrot. 

Ira tho "Krijtberg" there is a 
porcnanent exhibit of objects 
connected with the only Dutch 
'general otf"the~Soctety~of-Jesus7 
Johan Roothaan, S.J.,' (1785-
1853), whose canonization proc­
ess has been introduced in 
Rome. 

To the right, in front of the 

W^lkmgr^lon^the-t)ude~2ijds 
Voorburgwal is a building of 
particular interest. No. 40, 
called "One Lieve Heer op Sol­
der" (Our Lord in the Attic). 

briefer is—the- Hoiligeweg^ -the fa J[ormer_days,,gathglics used 

Germany 

Over the Hump 
In God is Dead 
Berlin — (RNS) — The death-of-God theology, built 

in large part on the beliefs of same German philosophers 
and the "misunderstanding" of others, is losing ground 
in Germany today, one of the 
country's top- Protestant leaders ^ ^ tlmLRlsissms l n « c £ 
believes. 

"We believe we are over the 
hump in the God-ls-dead de­
bate," was the view escpressed 
by the new Evangelical Bishop 
of Berlin-Brandenburg, Dr. Kurt 
Scfiarf, when Interviewed bjr 
Religious News Service 

The b i s h o p added: "The 
—movement,-of-courss«rf«Hy-orJ Bishop-SGbarfr-jvbo-ifHtfareh -i 

glnatcd in Germany. Not only 
in the writings of Nietzsche and 
certain naturalistic theologians 
of the 19th Century, but more 
recently in the misunderstand­
ing of Bultmann, Bonnhoeffer, 
and Tllllch, on the part of the 
English (Anglican) Bishop, Dr, 
John Robinson of' 'Honest to 
God' fame, and a group of 
American humanists. 

many already have surmounted 
the humanistic thinking Involv 
ed In the God-ls-dead contro­
versy. The bishop quoted the 
cardinal as saying, "Tlic Roman 
Catholic Church lias still to 
meet the issue. It has been pre­
cipitated by dialogue at the 
Vatican Council." 

".For "some years our young-
er German theologians w e r e 
preoccupied with" tlie writings 
of the younger. Heiddiger. In 
his early work 'B e i n g and 
Time," Heiddiger ignore*! his­
tory and found the basis for 
living in human existence . . . 
But our younger theologians 
today in both parts of Germany 
have discovered the mature 
Heiddiger whose book, 'Time 
and Being' emphasized history 
as the basis for living, includ­
ing Biblical history. 

"In East Germany this turn 
to the mature Heiddiger was 
made even before it won wide 
acceptance ir* West Germany. 
Under Communist domination 

-the-existence—of-naan-p>rovided-
no firm foundation; something 
deeper was needed. The East 
German "theologians ha' 
this ground of ultimate reality 
in the existence o<f the Chris?-
tian man, his witness of Bibli­
cal truth and the goals odE faith." 

Julias Cardinal D>oepfner 
of Munich, In a recent conver­
sation with Blihop Scnarf, ob-

succeeded the veteran Bishop 
Otto Dibelius, pointed to many 
examples of spiritual renewal 
in the Evangelical Church in 
Germany. There is, he declar­
ed, new interest in Bible study 
and persona-1 religion at the 
parish level. 

Theological discussion is still 
lively and controversial, but is 
more positive than formerly. 
In the Province Trf Wurttenr-
berg parishes recently were al­
lowed to participate directly in 
elections for the highest church 
officials; the results were sur­
prisingly a victory folr the 
pietistic" wing. Also there is 

the "No other Gospel" move­
ment which seeks to counteract 
negative aspects of much mod­
em theology; one demonstra 
tion they promoted in Detmold 
drew 20,000 participants. A 
leading exponent of this group 
is Prof^-Walther Kuennei 
langen, who in the Hitler era 
waged literary warfare against 
Nazi mythology. 

Physical Tests 
Set of Mooney 

Physical examinations f o r 
Cardinal Mooney students who 
will be trying out for football 
and cross country this fall will 
be held at the high school. All 
sophomores, juniors and seniors 
will report on Monday, August 
15, from 9 a.m. to 12 noon. All 
incoming freshmen will take 
their physicals on Tuesday, Au­
gust 16 from 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 

Final make^urrxiates^r^htJse 
who are unaule to attend tho 
above time will be held at Ar­
cadia High School on August 
24 from 9 a.m. to 12 noon and 
at Olympia High School on Sep­
tember 1 from 9 a.m. to 12 
noon. 

Sacr-ed Road. A.s its name indi 
cates, this was the way pilgrims 
followed when entering the 
towo on their way to the site 
of tlie "Miracle of the Blessed 
Sacrament." 

At; No. 37 is the house of the 
Opexi Door, a new form of apos-
tolafce Introduced by the Mis­
sionaries of the Holy Family. 
Anyono may enter it any time 
of tfee day or night for a friend­
ly talk with one of the priests. 

At the church called The 
Parrot a t the Kalverstraat 
over-y afternoon at one o'clock 
a shtort religious service is held 
"Fifteen minutes for God," says 
a sign at the entrance of this 
chtrjch on; tho busiest shopping 
street In Amsterdam. Hero mod­
ern man can find a moment's 
rest from the bustle of daily 
life-

Wear hero on the Dam, the 
maim square of Amsterdam, we 
find the Now Church, built in 
140S, now being restored. In 
157S this church passed into 
the hands of the Protestants. 
Hero Is the resting-place of 
Joost van den Vondel, Holland's 
most Important poet and play 
wright. Ho was converted to 
tho Roman Catholic Faith in 
1041. 

/V. few hundred yards from 
the New Church one finds the 
building of the Dutch national 
Catholic dally, "De Tijd" (The 
Time}, ttte oldest Catholic daily 
n the" NetluTrTands, ToundecT in 
184-5 and still going strong. De 
Tij«l Is on the Nieuwe Zljds 
Voorburgwal, the Amsterdam 
street where several more na­
tional dailies have their head­
quarters. 

it as a church and Masses were 
said in the attic. Later on the 
house was rebuilt and became 

real church, "Het Haantje" 
(The Cock). 

In 1887 the Amstelkring So­
ciety bought the house and 

one finds St Nicholas' Church, 
built In 1887. Catholics arriv­
ing by train in the morning can 
conveniently attend Mass here. 

At the Nieuwmarket in the 
old "Weighing House (Waagge-
bouw) the tourist could pay a 
visit to -the-Jewish Museum. 

Bazaar Listed 
In Bloomfield 

Annual Chicken Barbeque 
and Bazaar will be held on St. 
Bridgot's Church grounds. East 
Bloomfield, on Saturdax-^om. 
20, according to James ColllrLs. 
Parishioners of S t Bridgot's 
and St. Joseph's Churches are 
sponsors. Serving will begin at 
5 p.m. Mrs. Erdle is kitchen 
chairman. 

A midway will be highlighted 
by a fish pond, turtle races, 
stuffed toys, baked foods, home­
made candies, white elephant 
table and hand crafts. 

Tickets are available through 
parishioners or the door, ac­
cording to James Marianacci, 
chairman. 

are still many relics from the 
times when Catholics had to go 
to secret places for their reli­
gious services. The church is 
still in use. On Sunday, Mass 
is celebrated there for Am­
sterdam artists. Like the Be­
guines' Court, the church of 
Our Lord in the Attic is also 
a-^BWisy^-for-any-Gatholic-visit 
ing Amsterdam. It is in walking 
distance f r o m the Central 
Station. 

Another "must" is the Rem 
brandt-house--at—Nov 4~Joden* 
breestraat. Here one can see 
original works by Rembrandt, 
who specialized in biblical 
themes. Tho museum is the-
house where Rembrandt lived 
for 20 years. 

In this area is also the Oude 
Kerk (Old Church) at 76 Oude 
Zijds Voorburgwal. It is a ba­
silica with transept from the 
14th century. The Old Church 
is the oldest medieval parish 
church of Amsterdam, dedicat 
cd to St Nicholas, patron saint 
of the city. Since 1578 it has 
been a Protestant church. 

But it is the Beguines' Court 
that is the religious heart of 
ancient Catholic Amsterdam, 
and in the Catholic chapel 
there Mass with the sermon in 
English is celebrated every Sun­
day morning at 11:30. 
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Deanery Plans 
Tear's Program 

A planning meeting of the 
Chemung - Schuyler Deanery, 
Diocesan Council of Catholic 
Womeflr---w«s^neld-jrecently--at 

MODERNIZE 
Your KITCHEN 
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•THE 

EASY WAY" 

PACKAGED KITCHENS 
One contract coven th* 

complete job. 
Add. b»»itfy_jnd conwnI«n«t_Uahtoa-
work. Frt* trtlm«t«l. W* faihir* 
6 E Kltchtns ind ELJEK (ithroomi. 

WEIDER PLUMBING 
789 South Ave. GR3-2224 
OpM T i l l , tt Thm, gvw. 'til t 

INSTANT 
WATER HEATER 

SERVICE! 
StacvlSM «L t-IOM 

MOVING? 
Profit by~our 
EXPERIENCE 

CALL 

GEO. M. CLANCY JR. 

Geo. M. Clancy 
Carting Co., Inc. 

8 Circl* Stmt OR 3-3120 

f?\ Agmltbr 
\ NORTH AHIMCAH 
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GflMTdaytoter 

PORK SAUSAGE 
^SCRAMBLED E66S 

Enjoy that 
REFRESHING 

N E W 
FEELING 

rlOTtlCO UNOE» AUtHORMT O f 1HE COCA-COIA COMPANY Ml 

ROCHESTER COCA-COLA BOTTLING CORPORATION 

Edith Murphy 
tquiem Held 

Solemn F u n e r a l Mass for 
Edith A. Chestney Murphy of 
126 Fillmore St. was offered in 
St. Augustine's Church, July 
18. She died July 14, 1966 

'< "Tire Solemn R«qui«i 
was celebrated by Father Fos 
ter Rogers, a grand nephew, 
with Monsignor John M. Duffy 
deacpn. and Father R i c h a r d 
Nangle, subdeacon. 

She was a member of St. Au 

Prlesti to Vote 
for Conaulton 

WkhJU —(Tf6)—Bishop Leo 
C, «yme Has invited all priests a „ c „ a o „ „ „ „ „ „ U1 m nu. 

-% ^ S r ^ * ^ " ^ ^ Busftne's-ltosary Sotfetyr Suf-

5 i2 f2S!S! £f 5J!!r«.«W(*M *&**& «» severaI nie<*s and 
of coniuitors to advise aim on npnhowc 
adminltfration df the iiofese. nePnews-
Four pried* will i>e selected Father Rogers gave the bless-
by vote of diocesan clergy and ling at Holy Sepulchre Ceme-
four-iriH—be>-a»lectedHb!yHiettery. Arrangements by Joseph 
bishop,' ;. iA. Murphy Funeral Plome. 
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