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-——- It was originally denied code

Afrald of Virginiia Woolf?™";]
which was placed in NCOMP’s
A-4 category, a classification
“given to certain films which,
while not morally offensive in
themselves, require caution and
some analysis and explanation
as a protection to the uninform-
ed against wrong interpreta-
tions and false conclusions.”

“Alfie,”” produced in England,
was Britain’s entry in the Can-
nes Film Festival, where it won-
a special jury prize.

approval by the Production
Code Administration because
the abortion scenes “are tech-
nically in contravention of the
code provisions,” the MPA said.

foctt —

tion once a film is in national
distribution is highly unusual,
but NCOMP said an “exception
to this policy has been made
in the case of ‘The Pawnbrok-
er' because of the film's extra.
ordinary value.*

O .
Hitchcock's 50th
Bolbndahutetah i
Movie Draws
[ 3

‘B’ Rating

New York — (NC) — “Torn
Curtain,” the 50th movie made

by Alfred Hitcheock, “master
of suspense,” drew a Class'B

. The- changing of a classifica- | _

tic form.”

Set in Brooklym in

migrant from Iréeland.

His public and private worlds
collapse ‘at play's ennd, when his

spirit, embodied in true drama-|’

1890, }:
“Hogan’s Goat” is the story of|
Matt Stanton, who sees an op-|
portunity to become mayor and |
attain the power and position|
he has yearned foxr ever since|
he arrived in America as. af
penniless, hungry and dirty im-

Paramount _appealed _that de-

(morally objectionable in part

wife Iearns that he had lived

cision to the Production Code
Review Board.

. The_exemption was granted
by the Board on the basis of
the film’s “general artistic
merits.”

Paramount said it intends to
include the line, “Recommend-
ed for mature audiences,” in its
advertising for the film. It said
it ‘may also recommend to
theaters that they also use the
line in their advertising.

In releasing “Who's Afraid of
Virginia Woolf?"”, which violat-
ed code regulations banning ob-
scene and profaiie language,
Warner Brothers required thea-
ters to agree to admit no one
under 18 unless accompanied
by a parent.

“Alfie’” has not yet been re-
viewed by NCOMP, but-a
-spokesman-said it _would_prob-
ably be reviewed within a week
or two.

In changing its classification
of “The Pawnbroker,” NCOMP

for all) rating from- thé "Na-
tional Catholic Office for Mo-
tion Pictures because it is “flaw-
ed by-the-gratuitious introduc-
tion of premarital sex.”

The NCOMP objection against
the film stated: “This predict-
able suspense film is morally
flawed by the gratuitous intro-
duction of premarital sex be-
tween its sympathetic protag-
onists. Questionable also on
moral grounds is the detailed
treatment of a realistic brutal
killing.

“The presentation of his 50th
film should have merited con-
gratulations for Mr. Alfred
Hitcheock; it is with regret then
that the National Office is com-
pelled instead to censure him
for the disheartening lack of
social responsibility to general
audiences manifested on th
occasion.

~“Parents should be aware
that the ‘Mary Poppins' image
of the female lead (Julie An-
drews), shattered in this film,
cannot serve as any criterion of

declined to say what specific
revisions were made in the film

the film's acceptability for their
children.”
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with another woman for three
years (the off-stage *“Aggie
Hogan” of the play”s title) and
when the incumbent mayor
learns that Stanton married his
wife outside the Church.

Although one of the play’s
main characters is Matt Stan-
ton's pastor and one of the
drama’s crucial scenes takes
place in a confessional, “no-
where in it can be found the
pious attitudes, stained - glass
‘Sentiment, -or the propagandiz-
ing which has characterized so
many supposedly “Catholic
plays,'” commented the drama
critic for one Catholic maga-
zine. But “Goat” is, he wrote,
“a deeply Catholic play.”

Alfred himself, who attend-
ed parochial grade and high
schools in Manhattan and Brook-
1yn and then went on to a secu-
lar- higher education (Brook-
lyn College and Harvaxd) be-
lieves that there is a strong
connection between good thea-
ter and religious mxotivation,

‘“Matt Stanton is a man who
makes himself by too easy an
indulgence of his desire to get
ahead,” he has sald in talking
about his play. “He i5 a good
man who dees bad things. You
see, this was the central aim X
set myself: I wanted to take a
step toward putting some kind!
of heroic men and women on
the stage again. Most plays

bring the theatre back — part
of the theatre, anyway, since I
don™t mean we shouldn't have
plays like ‘Marat/De Sade,
which is a brilliant play — but
the—way to bring the theatre
back to the whole people is to
let the audience becorme involv-
ed again with the action on
stage,

“That is a dream of mine. |
don™t thimk.we ought to have
an intellectual theatre that only
certain people go to, and then
a popular theatre that no intel-
lectuial would be found dead in,
but we have to bring all the
people back into the theatre.
And it can be done by estab-
lishing a certain commmunity of
?remlses that exact cextain feel-
ngs.

“And it isn't hard. 1 mean,
over- and over again you hear
people saying that txagedy is
dead, that there cam hbe mno
tragedy in a Christian world.
But what greater tragedy can
there be than an act of sin that
ends in damnation?"

Aifred's play has been brought
out in book form (Farrar,
Straus annd Giroux $4.50) and
s a selection of the Catholic
Book Club, which moted that
“the plsy has been hailed, above
all else, for the beauty

WILLIAM ALFRED, aithor of HOGAN’S GOAT

and turey)

were both ‘cited in the suit.A!

:spokesman for them -has de-|

73 [nied the charges.

brilliance of its language (it
is done in blank verse, be-
cause, admits Alfred, “I ‘can’t
write prose’’), and for the vi-
tality of its characters — both
qualities that depend primarily
on the script itself. For that
reason, reading the play can be
fully as rewanding an experi-
ence as reading any other great
piece of writing.”

“Hogan's Goat” is expected
shortly to be made into a film,
and the upcoming theatrical
season is expected to see an-
other Alfred play, "Agamem-
non,” an updating of the Greek
drama by Aeschylus. Alfred has
taken a sabbatical from Har-
vard to write two other plays,
one on long Irish engagements,
the other about the events pre-
ceding the story in “Hogan’s
Goat.”

Alfred credits two people for
his current playwrighting suc-
cess: his Irish great-grandmoth-
er, who told ‘him countless stor-
ies about the early Irish-Amer-
icans, and the Rev. William F.
Lynch, SJ., author of several
books on the arts (“The Image
Industries, “Christ and
Apollo”), who first suggested to
Alfred that he should try play-
wrighting. (Catholic Press Fea-

_In his complaint De Lauren.
tiis noted that a 16-millimeter

¥ lversion of San Paolo Films'

‘The Patriarchs” was being of-

fered for distribution in_the|One of these, an

“The-Patriarchs"-for-10-yea

firm agreement that the society
could go—ahead with the plans

society’s current catalogue. He
said he had paid them $500,000
in 1962 to keep the film off.the
market for 10 years so it would

-{not compete with his own pro-
-dnn _‘nxl.

bution in Italy, though it did

lorbid 35-millimeter distribu-
tion ﬂtherma&%mlly—oﬂnterv —Lemer and Lowe's mu
1

nationally for years.

Father Cordero told the
NCWC News Service last year

rentiis involved payment of “up-
wards of $80,000.”

—The San Paolo company was
invited by De Laurentiis to col-

Recent Movie
Ratings

Following are the titles of
films reviewed recently by the
National Catholic Office for Mo-
tion Pictures:

Class A — Section I
Batman, The

Gulliver's Travels Beyond the
Moon

Spinout

Class A — Section II
Uncle, The

Wrong Box, The

Class A—Section III
Enough Rope ‘
Ambush Bay

Class A — Section IV
Georxgy Girl L

and comedy, “Georgy Girl” 1s
a serlous film about a young

Though Father Cordero was

away from Rome on vacation, a ? W
spokesman for him said the Sgts ' CGI'I‘Ielol'

b c = e e e g il @ W M - T ST Ty e -
not cover 16-millimeter distri-

that the contract with De Lair|

Observation: For all its wit| -

tion of “Saul and David” has al-
ready been released with con-
sidenble success.

Aug. 1520 .

comedy “Camelot” will be pro-
duced by Town and Country]
Playhouse, East Rochester, from
Aug, 15 to Aug, 20.

Playing the role of “King Ar~
thur” will be an actor who has
appeired in the .part across
both America and Englnd,
Myles E ason. Appeiring as
“Queen Guinevere' will be Miss
Jan McArt. The fumbling dra-
n _hunter, * »
comes the role of Charlie Reyn-
olds, and Tally Brown porira
“Morgan LeFey,” the wicked]
witch,

“Camelot” is the Bth of this
season's 8 summer thestre pres-
entations, and will be followed
by “The Threepenny Opera.”
The box office number is (716)
DU 11001, -

The second Children's Thea-

their two act musical version of
the classlc ‘““Treasure Island.”

rranged to shelve|
Included in negotiations -was all

o> join the fun o
: Finger Lakes Race
T&C Playhouse Track.

for filming "any pa e —u 0

Bible which did not interfere Elmer .SAYS

with De Laurentiis’ production. v+ « If's the great-
epic produc- st sport under

neath the sun. So,
come along and
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