
Code Passes on 'Alfie' 
Change "PawnbrokerTA-S 

New York — (NC) — "Alfie," an upcoming Para­
mount film that deals with abortion, has become the 
third film to be exempted from regulations of the Pro­
duction Code of the Motion Pic­
tures Association of America 
(MPA). 

At the same time, the Na-
lonal Catholic Office for Mo­

tion Pictures {NCOMP) an­
nounced Jt has changed its 

| classification of "The Pawn­
broker," also exempted from 
code regulations, from Class C 
(condemned) to C l a s s A-3 
(morally unobjectionable for 

; adults), because^! revisions in 
the film. 

TMjonly other movie granted 
-a_JcOdeuexejsMjuon_was "Who's 
Afraid of Virginiia~lVodTf?"r 
which was placed in NCOMP's 
A-4 category, a classification 
"given to certain films which, 
while not morally offensive in 
themselves, require caution and 
some analysis and ^explanation 
as a protection to the uninform­
ed against wrong interpreta­
tions and falsje conclusions." 

"Alfie," produced in England, 
was Britain's entry in the Can­
nes Film Festival, where it won 
a special jury prize. 

It was originally denied code 
approval by the Production 
Code Administration because 
the abortion scenes "are tech­
nically in contravention of the 
code provisions," the MPA said. 
Paramount—appealed_Jhat_de: 
cision to the Production Code 
Review Board. 

The exemption was granted 
by the Board on the basis of 
the film's " g e n e r a l artistic, 
merits." 

Paramount said it intends to 
include the line, "Recommend­
ed for mature audiences," in its 
advertising for the film. It said 
it may also recommend to 
theaters that they also use the 
line in their advertising. 

In releasing "Who's Afraid of 
Virginia "Woolf?", which violat­
ed code regulations^banning ob­
scene and profane language, 
Warner Brothers required thea­
ters to agree to admit no one 
under 18 unless accompanied 
by a parent 

"Alfie" has not yet been re> 
v i e w e d by NCOMP, but-a 
-spokesman said_it_wauld_ prob-
ably be reviewed within a week 
or two. 

In changing its classification 
of "The Pawnbroker," NCOMP 
declined to say what specific 
revisions were made in the film' children. 

but one report said the contro­
versial nudity scene had been 
c u t . - - , • • • 

W'hen the movie was first re­
leased, NCOMP~(tfrem"~the—Le­
gion of Decency) announced it 
had condemned the film "for 
the sole reason that nudity has 
been used in its treatment." 

"Although nudity is not in it-, 
self obscenity and might eyen 
have an* artistic function in a 
film of quality, it is never a 
n e c e s s a r y or indispensable 
means to achieve dramatic ef­
fects . 

The. changing of a classifica­
tion once a film is in national 
distribution is highly unusual, 
but NCOMP said an "exception 
to this policy has been made 
in the case of 'The Pawnbrok­
er* because of the film's extra,-
ordinary value." 

• . ' . . » ' .i' - — 

Hitchcock's 50tti 
Movie Draws 
V Rating 

NTew York — (NC) — "Torn 
Curtain," the 50th movie made 
by Alfred Hitchcock, "master 
of suspense," drew a Class B 
(morally objectionable in part 
for all) rating from- the-Na­
tional Catholic Office for Mo­
tion" Pictures because it is "flaw­
ed by the gratuitous introduc­
tion of premarital sex." 

The NCOMP objectidn against 
the film stated: "This predict­
able suspense film Is morally 
flawed by the gratuitous intro­
duction of premarital sex be­
tween its sympathetic protag­
onists. Questionable also on 
moral grounds is the detailed 
treatment of a realistic brutal 
killing. 

"The presentation of his 50th 
film, should have merited con­
gratulations for Mr. A l f r e d 
Hitchcock; it is with regret then 
that the National Office is com­
pelled instead to censure him 
for the disheartening lack of 
social responsibility to general t 
audiences manifested on thisf 
occasion. 

"Parents should be aware 
that the 'Mary Poppins' image 
of the female lead (Julie An­
drews), shattered in this film, 
cannot serve as any criterion of 
the film's acceptability for their 
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New York—"I don't see why 
you cannot make a world on the 
stage that^vrill e x a e-i-some-t-j 
knowledge of what sin and 
damnation means, even though 
the mass, of people in the audi­
ence don't believe-in~sirr-and 
damnation^- at least, precise­
ly in those terms." 

Speaking is William Alfred, 
whose play — "Hogan's Goat" 
*— was the surprise hit of the 
past theater season. With it, 
declared Life magazine, "he has 
suddenly become one of the 
most eloquent voices of the 
American drama." 

And this month, the 44-year-
old Harvard drama professor 
will receive the National Cathbr 
lie Theatre Conference's annual 
Religious Drama Award for the 
p l a y ' s "genuinely Christian|1 
spirit, embodied in true drama­
tic „f orm." 

Set in Brooklyn in 1890, 
"Hogan's Goat" is the story of 
Matt Stanton, who sees an op­
portunity to become mayor and 
attain the power and position 
he has yearned for ever since 
he arrived in America as a 
penniless, hungry and dirty im­
migrant from Ireland. 

His public and private worlds 
collapse at play's end, when his 
"wife" learns"that he fiatnived 
^wttBTahother woman for three 
years (the off-stage "Aggie 
Hogan" of the play's title) and 
when the .incumbent m a y o r 
learns that Stanton married his 
wife outside the Church. 

Although one of the play's 
main characters is Matt Stan­
ton's pastor and one of the 
drama's crucial scenes takes 
place in a confessional, "no­
where in it can be found the 
pious attitudes, stained - glass 
sentiment, or the propagandiz­
ing which has characterized so 
many supposedly ' C a t h o l i c 
plays,"* commented the drama 
critic for one Catholic maga­
zine. But "Goat" is, he wrote, 
"a deeply Catholic play." 

Alfred himself, who attend­
ed parochial grade and higb 
.schools in Manhattan and Brook­
lyn and then went on to a secu­
lar— higher education (Brook­
lyn College and Harvard) be­
lieves that there i s a strong 
connection between good thea­
ter and religious motivation. 

Rome — (NC) — Italian movie producer Pino de 

TASTE THE 
DIFFERENCE 

Laurntiis has brought a $500,000 civil suit against two \\Pi*k °P « 
Kalian priests for alleged violation of a contract i n con-1 •*? * * of 
nection with his 
filmr'The-^Bibie;" 
released. 

$25-million 
THJortrfie 

The producer c la ims , the 
priests' competing company, 
San Paolo Films, has attempted 
tov cash in on the massive pub­
licity campaign launched for 
'The Bible" by releasing a simi­
lar production of their own. 

SocieiWrStrPaulaadhead Of 
film producing company, 

and Father Angelo Fcnoglio, 
the society's procurator general, 
-mreJbpJhL .cited in the suit^A 
spokesman for them has^le-
nied the charges. 

In his complaint De Lauren-
tits noted that a 16-millimeter 
version of San Paolo Films' 
The Patriarchs" was being of­
fered for distribution in_Jhe_ 

laborate in "The Bible" as eirly 
as 19$0. Father Cordero said, 
when it had already made plans 
for a* series of 30 to 40 films 
on the Bible. When nothing 
came of talks and exchanges of 
scenarios, Father C»rriArr> said, 
the society produced "The Patri­
archs" on its own, In the mean­
time, De Laurentiis had decid­
ed Jo do^'The Bible?' 

After protests by De Lauren­
tiis, Including one to the Vati­
can, Father Cordero said, a con­
tract was arranged to shelve! 
''Th^^rtriarcha'^-for-lO^yearsv 
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WILLIAM ALFRED, author o f HOGAPiTS^GOST 

<• rrTbe^Susaians -Are "Coming, 
The-Russians Are Coming — 
"An inspired farce built around 
the accidental grounding of a 
Russian submarine off the coast 
of Cape Cod. Producer-director 
Norman Jewison ably handles 
his fine cast of Alan Arkin, Carl 
Reiner, Eva Marie Saint, Jona­
than-Winters, and Paul Ford. 
He has directed William Hose's 
script so that the film can be 
appreciated at several levels 
and will be enjoyed by the 
whole family." — Catholic Film 
Newsletter. 

Dr. ZHvago — "Has been 
called the Gone With the Wind 
of the Russian Revolution. 
While it does not pick you up 
and sweep you along like Gone.. . . , „ „ . , „«,.. . .„ K__„w 
With the Wind-did and sUll [ln,thfl i""*1*. ™ » - i s JLhfia*?H-
does, the impressions created 
by the film linger long after 
one has seen i t With Juli Chris­
tie, Omar S h a r i f and Tom 
Courntenay; directed by David 
Lean." — Catholic Film News­
letter. 

Walk, Don't Run—"Stepping 
lightlyu out of his customary 
Romeo role, Cary Grant plays 
matchmaker for Samantha Eg-
gai^attd. JhttJKuttoiL^e trio 
squeezes winning high comedy 
from a wheezy plot about 
crowded housing in Tokyo dur­
ing the 1964 Olympics." — 
Time Mag. 

Tie Glass Bottom Boat" — 
*'A secretary (Doris Day) and 
* scientific genius (Rod Taylor) 
get involved with each other 
and assorted spies; gadgets and 
contrivances. This wide screen, 
color comedy has a number of 
good sight gages, some clever 
situations and a fine support­
ing castr As put together by 

ways" been a literary device to 
suggest purification or redemp­
tion. In classic literature we 
have Oedipus the King, and 
King Lear. In modern times we 
have the work of Flannery 
O'Connor. But all of these have 
treated violence with aesthetic 
distance and rather highly sym 
boiis. The violence of 'Virginia 
Woolf' is directly portrayed and 
is psychologically oriented.' But 

— — „ ..-m ̂ .i. i* . * A . basically the-intentton-seemi 
director Frank Tasiuin, it adds „ CHjaMt 1 P ( e M 
up to* a lot of fun." — Catholic °* u i e s a m * v * w m i e r r e M 

IPUnr Newsletter. ,. 'Feature. 

FPUOil* 
The Sound of Music — "The 

Austrian Alps are among the 
most beautiful places on earth. 
Majestic peaks, verdant mea­
dows and deep blue lakes com­
bine to provide an atmosphere 
of beauty and tranquility. They 
hold a special appeal for Maria 
(Julie Andrews), a postulant 
during the 1930s at the Abbey 
in "Salzburg, who Is. often late 
for her duties because she has 
strayed to the mountains to 
wander, to indulge in grand 
daydreams, or to sing joyously 
of nature's beauty." — RCA. 

Born Free — "Rather than 
send Elsa, her grown-up pet 
lion, to a zoo, a game warden's 
wife teaches it how to survive 

"Matt Stanton is a man who 
makes himself by too easy an 
indulgence of his desire to get 
ahead," he has said in talking 
about his play. "He is a good 
man who does bad things. You 
see, this was the central aim I 
set myself: I wanted to take a 
step toward putting some kind 
of heroic men and women on 
the stage again. Most plays 
today «>ndescond^t» human jia-
&re. ^3tQH^likf5> to rerer*e 
mis. Now, I happen to think 
that thebnly way you can have 
heroism is to have somebody 
who really does sdn and then 
understands that he has sinned. 

JThafs what Stanton does.' 

This "heroic" approach to 
stage characterization, Alfred 
says, is the one to take in bring­
ing theatre back "to the whole 
people." He believes that avant 
garde plays, although "very 
brilliant as intellectual exer­
cises," do not involve the audi­
ence members because they 
c a n n o t associate themselves 
with the characters and the 
events on the stage. 

bring the theatre back — part 
of the theatre, anyway, since I 
don't mean we shouldn't have 
plays like 'Marat/De Sade,' 
which is a brilliant play — but 
the—way to bring the theatre 
back to the whole people is to 
let the audience become involv­
ed again with the action on 
stage. 

"That Ls a dream of mine. I 
doirt think-we ought to have 
an intellectual theatre that only 
certain people go to, and then 
a popular theatre that no intel­
lectual would be found dead in, 
but we have to bring all the 
people back into the theatre. 
And it can be done by estab­
lishing a certain community of 
premises that exact certain feel­
ings. 

"And it isn't hard. 1 mean, 
over and over again you hear 
people saying that tragedy Is 
dead, that mere cam be no 
tragedy in a Christian world. 
But what greater tragedy can 
there bo than an act of sin that 
ends in damnation?" 

Alfred's play has been brought 
out in book form (Farrar, 
Straus and Giroux (4-50) and 
Is a selection of the Catholic 

brilliance of its language (it 
is done in blank verse, be­
cause, admits Alfred, "I'can't 
write prose"), and for the vi­
tality of its characters — both 
qualities that depend primarily 
on the script itself. For that 
reason, reading the play can be 
fully as rewarding an experi­
ence as reading any other great 
piece of writing." 

society's current catalogueTHe 
said he had paid them $500,000 
in 1962 to keep the film off the 
market for 10 years so it would 
not compete with his own pro-

Though Father Cordero was 
away from Rome on vacation, a 
spokesman for him said the 

Included in negotiations was a 
firm agreement that the society 
couldgo ahead with the plans 
for filming "any- pah of the 
Bible which did not interfere 
with De laurentiis* production. 
One of these, an epic produc­
tion of "Saul and David" has al­
ready been released with con­
siderable success. 

"Hogan's Goat" is expected 
shortly to be made into a film, 
and the upcoming theatrical 
season is expected to see an­
other Alfred play, "Agamem­
non," an updating of the Greek 
drama by Aeschylus. Alfred has 
taken a sabbatical from Har­
vard to write two other plays, 
one on long Irish engagements, 
the other about the events pre­
ceding the story in "Hogan's 
Goat" 

Alfred credits two people for 
his current playwrighting suc­
cess: his Irish great-grandmoth­
er, who told him countless stor­
ies about the early Irish-Amer­
icans, and the Rev. William F. 
Lynch, S.J., author of several 
books on the arts ("The Image 
I n d u s t r i e s , "Christ and 
Apollo"), who first suggested to 

cwTGlcr^iUnaeT^urenais'did 
not cover 16-millimeter distri 
bution in Italy, though it did 
forbid 35-millimeter distribu­
tion either nationally or-inter-
nationally for 10 years. 

F a t h e r Cordero told the 
NCWC News Service last year 
that the contract witn tie LAU< 

T&C Playhouse 
Sf fci 'Camelof 
Aug. 15-20 

• f j 

rentiis involved payment of "up­
wards of $80,000." 

-The San Paolo company was 
invited by De Laurentiis to col 

nil nature film that fills the 
eye with its colorful African 
locale and satisifies the imagi­
nation with its animal photog­
raphy. Directed by James Hill, 
it stars Virginia McKenna and 
BUI Travers from whom Elsa 
steals the picture." — Catholic 
Film Newsletter; 

*Who's Afraid of Virginia 
J^jolf?" -^/'Violence has al-41 -*&•• 

Book Clnb, which noted that Alfred that he should try play-
"the play has been hailed, above |wrightlng. (Catholic Press Fea-
all else, for the beauty and tureu> 

m cnr.tfi To Be Honored 
Houston, Tex. — (NC) — Fa­

ther Clarence J. Rivers of Cin­
cinnati, c o m p o s e r of "An 
American Mass Program;11- will 
be awarded the gold medal of 
the Catholic Art Association at 
its annual meeting here Aug. 
18 to 2L. 

The priest will he honored 
for "showing us the way to a 
wholehearted song in. traditional 
Christian worship." The accom­
panying citation notes that, des­
pite the Constitution on the Li­
turgy of Uie Second Vatican 
Council, American Catholics 
"find it difficult to put aside 

I do think that the way to centurie&old inhibitions and 

lift up our voices In self-forget­
ful praise." 

Father Rivors, born in Selma, 
Ala., published his new style of 
music for the liturgy, An Amer 
icair^fasrProgram, in the win 
ter of 1954. Based chiefly on 
the Negro spiritual and Gregor­
ian chant, it received wide 
spread critical acclaim. 

Other events at the meeting 
will include a Jewish Sabbath 
meal, prepared by Mrs. Jerome 
Bormaster of Houston. The pro­
gram will provide historical 
background for the sacred Eu« 
charistic meal and its communal 
implications. 

Recent Movie 
Ratings 

Following are the titles of 
films reviewed recently by the 
National Catholic Office for Mo­
tion Pictures: 

Class A — Section I 
Batman, The 
Gulliver's Travels Beyond the 

Moon 
Spinout 

Class A — Section II 
Uncle, The 
Wrong Box, The 

Class A—Section III 
Enough Rope 
Ambush Bay 

Class A — Section IV 
Georgy Girl 1 

Observation: For all Its wit 
and comedy, "Georgy Girl" Is 
I a serious film about a young 
girl of Instinctively sound prla-
elptes 'war' < M M In'cmflltt 
with an amoral PostChriitlan 
environment. In spite of moral 
lapses, she emerges as a per 
son who refuses to be treated 
as a plaything and demands the 
respect due to her as a woman. 
Reservations are Indicated be­
cause some of the treatment Is 
coarse and realistic. 

—Lerner and Lowe's musics*! 
comedy "Camelot" will be pro­
duced by Town and Country 
Playhouse, East Rochester, from 
Aug. 15 to Aug. 20. 

Playing the role of "King Ar-I 
thur" will be an actor who has | 
appeared in the part across 
both America and England, 
Myles E a s o n. Appearing as 
"Queen Guinevere' will be Miss | 
Jan McArt. The fumbling dra-
gon hunter. "Pellinore." be-

Elmsr "SAYS" 
. . . It's the great­
est sport under 
math ths* sun. 
come along 
join the fun 
Finger Lakes 
Track. 
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IW THRU OCT. 18 

FINGER LAKES 
comes the role of Charlie Reyn­
olds, and Tally Brown portrays I 
"Morgan LeFey," the wicked 
witch. 

Camelot" is the 8th of this 
season's 9 summer theatre pres­
entations, and will be followed 
by "The Threepenny Opera." 
The box office number is (716) 
DU 11001. 

The second Children's Thea­
tre presentation this season will 
take place on Thursday, Aug. 
25, at 2 p.m. The Peter Piper 
Players, known throughout New 
York State theatre circles for 
their quality productions for 
younger audiences, will present 
their two act musical version of 
the classic "Treasure Island 
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NEW BATAV1A DO¥MS 
IS ONE STEP AHEM 

AND COMFORT! 

There's No Time Like 

to be is Hawaii! 
BBlll^nir-Wlll^tl-lfoiiIJiOTt 

Two-Week Tour 
- Escorted from 

Rochester by 
Curt GrimteU 

Ocil&& 

Grinnell's thmk of every­
thing! like setiug to it that 
vour tour will be in Hawaii 
ror Aloha Week, Oct. 14;22! 
Reservation are at a "premium 

-w^ttKy-4nto-Grinnell. _for_ 
complete details. 

Our summer-fall season 
has started! 

m^tm 4S4-3200 {**$ 

Now that you've seen the rest-come 

out and see the finest,.most modern 

harness track in upstate New York. 

GLASS ENCLOSED, AIR-CONDITIONED 

GRANDSTAND FOR LIVING-ROOM 

COMFORT IN ANY WEATHER 

(heated on cooler nights). 

Gourmet dining in the new 

trackside Terrace Restaurant. 

Call 343-3750 for reservations. 

Two new escalators to quickly take 

you to and from your seats. 

for reservations-caff 343-3750 (no charge), Gene«Udotiission t-$.L25. 

No extra charge for clubhouse or restaurant: parking 500. 

Cor. Mais St. I . at Stillm St. 
YOVR BEST BET 

for Downtown 
Dining and Dmtemg 

Ample Parking 325-9334 

1525 Ridge Rd. W. 

Opposite Stont-Rldg* Thiatr* 
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Around tho cornor from tko 

—Roojoirt Thootro 
Good tttimt ttrvti in «n 
Etrly AmtricM Mmotphtr*. 

454-6726 i 

POST TIME 8:15 P.M. 
BIG DAILY DOUBLE CLOSES 8:00 P.M. 
THRUWAY EXIT 48. ROUTE 5 < BATAVIA, N. V. 

The Mangtr Hofil 
Htarth and Embers 
26 CLINTON AVE. S. 

232-4500 
Svporii to«d wrvtd In 
plMMirt wrrovndlnoi. 

Pilqri*. 
jLvidini 

3409 MONROI AVI . 
PHONIi DU 1-707O 

Sfsp In Afttr Church Sunday IO:IO. 
A.M. Fo< A Dall|htfiil larfet 

N«it to LMW** Tauter . 

Th« tfarmth ef > 
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"Monro* County's Oldnt 
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SINCE 1822 
3001 MONRO! AVE. 

RED DEVIL 
RESTAURANT 

14 STATI ST. 
A fovsrllo gtthorlna p lo t t In 

downtown Rochittor i p o c l i l l * 
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325-9523 
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"House of Good Food" 

DANCING 7 NITES A WEEK 
SMI W. HINRJITr* RD. 

• R M I t l 

THE REDWOOD 
Junction of W . 21-5J 

NAMES, N.Y. 
Uichoi Md DIIHIM tmrni IwHif Old 
World A»mo»phtrr.ol «n mrwti d o e * 
r<t*4 CURIO ROOM. 
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