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~ Priest Reports on Visit Behind Iron Curtain

PR T

Strings of Habit

ey

As the train waited im the

bound train at 8:15 and couldn’t
find my car or anyone to speak
English or German.
through several cars, none was

tor to speak German, discovered
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I went
myself there,

Father William Amann of Our Lady of Mercy
parish, Greece, took a springtime tour info
g Iron Curtain countries, including close to a
week in Moscow. This is the second in a ser-
ies of articles reporting his trip.
in the rocking car. — I guess

I was less careful later in my
Moscow hotel because I did cut

-I héd a coniin.ental breakfast

+

and not to intrigue or curtail-
ment of freedom as you might

_ expecet, .
In the station, huge red ban-
ners were ‘hung in several lan-
. guages welcoming delegates to

the Communist Congress. With_ _ .

permission (a railroad depot '
attendant) I photographed the
English one.

Again, Intourist, the govern-

ment travel agendy arranges

all your accommodations ahead

of time. Lone travelers must

go deluxe class but you don’t
- know what Hotel they've booked

you at until you get there. So

my car at the opposite end of
the train—chatted with a girl
from the Ukraine who spoke
quite good English. She spoke
enthusiastically of the Black
Sea vacations that she and

As the train headed for Mos-
cow, we set our watches ahead
two more hours. to Moscow time,
eight hours later than Roches
ter. In the Russian dining car,
another passenger who sat with

(coffee and rolls) in the diner
and as elsewhere in Russia
curiously enough the bill is
figured on a primitive abacus.
I looked out at the rather bleak
early spring.countryside — flat
land, muddy anelting snow,

“-white birches and pine forests

here and there, tiny villages of
log huts and rutty roads —
almost every cabin, poor as it
was, topped by a TV aerial. I
envisioned the armies of Na-

poleon sweeping East in vie-

now I was happy to learn from
my transfer man I was to stay
at the Metropole, a large hotel
centrally located a block from
Red Square and the Kremlin.

We entered by a side door
(the front was under repair,
it seéméd so~much ‘was in
Moscow). I went to the Service

Bureau, an important n;,.f’fn
any Moscow hotel. Sially

someone speaks English there.

%

.I changed my travel vouchers

room, chandeliers, running
fountains, drapes and pillars
and all.

I no sooner sat down than a

' Russian asked if he could join

me. There were very many

empty_tables_but I _found that _

Russians don’t like to eat alone

- — almost invariably, the next

one in the dining room or res-
taurant will politely ask to sit
at your table. I found this quite
pleasant and interesting, be-

cause it was the best. way to .

talk with the people as I wanted .
40, —_in._Germar
lish, and combinations of these.
After lunch, I walked through
the crowded streets—everybody
walks, — to Red Square — and
stood at the spot from which
I had seen many pictures taken,
and where I dreamed fo stand

) some day — looking across the
2~ hugge ‘sqiiare &t St. Basil's Cthe-

dral with the Kremlin Wall and
the Lenin mausoleum and the
reviewing stand on the right.

n._German-Russian-Eng-_ . -

me helped me order: borscht
(good but too much—Russians
aro very big eaters), chicken
with a winegar
heart shaped pickles, and the
Russian favorite, mineral water,

foe)

Youngsters keep pace witlk Sowvlet guards in Kremlin Square.

tory, then

sauce,

giant

again;

remmants dragging
themselves back defeated by
the Russiam winter—and again,
the Nazi hordes, tanks and guns
over the same plins, and back
the battlegrounds of

for meal tickets, gave up my
passport and exit papers (al-
ways hard to do) and my air-
line ticket to Berlin to be
confirmed (harder to do be-
cause that was my way out);

The long line of people was
wending its way to view the
body of Lenin, embalmed down
in the crypt of a stern but beau-
tiful red granite box-building.
This is a lifetime ambition of
Soviet citizens, I guess, to come
to Moscow, and view the body
of their “Savior,” V. I. Lenin.
They wait in this line for hours
every day, a line stretching
across Red Square through the
Kremlin Wall parks.

I had heard that tourists can
enter near.the front.of.th

—
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Vietnam, receive
12 in the Office
native of Rochest
wounded in actic
the States. The g
(Brigadier Gener:
and Chaplain (Co
tical Relations. €
Water Reed Arn
photograph)

. e.line,
- s0 I inquired of the cordon of
police and soldiers, and finally
by my showing my passport a
few times, I was shown into
fine about 20 minutes from the
tomb. And the people didn't
seem to resent it a bit; its a
customary courtesy to foreign-
ers. While we slowly moved, I
struck up a conversation with a
Russian girl of 20 who is study-
ing physics at the Moscow Uni-
versity. Every young adult it
seems, goes to the University—
free, and that state pays them
a small stipend besides— but
their training seems too special-

“Tized.

We circled respectfully
around the guarded and dra-
matically lighted corpse in the
glass coffin. I purposely looked
at the faces of the Russian peas-
ants in the line, and found little
emotional reaction, — more
curiosity.

Behind the mausoleum we
walked and talked (she knew a
little German), and saw the
graves of other Soviet leaders,

absence of his bust — unlike
all the others in his row. The
background of the mausoleum
is lined with blue spruce trees

that of Stalin conspicous-by-the—-

i no man’s knd between Poland
o and the US.S.R., I experienced
o again and overcome again that
; T ; ’ very strong temptatiom to snap a
1 , ) quick pictire of the formida-
U» e os e ble frontier. Such is strictly
Y forbidden. So also is to photo-
v graph briiges; tunnels, fac-
4 ‘ tories, anything that could be
2 a militaxy objective. The Soviets &
| “I'm saved, I'm saved, I know I am, T feel it in my and our own State Ddepartment
bones!” That was a stirring hymn sung in many Protes- had warnel me of this—and
. ti o violatioms simetimes get serious
‘ tant churches a generation ago. penallies, Yet it would have
. ) . . : iri been so eisy; many times it |
~ - Religious-feelings were rated-as a-sign of the Spirit seemed 1o g“é"ww’rﬁﬁﬁﬁi‘ﬁ:“""‘"‘"mlne~—-"“'ﬁila‘ll,‘y"“f0und"a‘ conduc-
' and ranged from a mellow, warm inside glow bt:))d a but yOIfl lfam tlo fear- a hidden
. . ion. whole . pair o inoculars somewhere
frenzied twitching and contortion of the y focused on you. So play it sate!
This eccentric enthusiasm reached such a peak a Then the handsome soldier
century and a half ago in the upstate area wesll.;i :’f "’Q“g“‘ my pasport back,
T aviiga 1 o ec istric asked about my going to Mos-
3 Cayuga Lake that it was called the infectedsyl o seemul iy wars {b-talk < Tamy Soviet citizens take... .
‘ or the “ fh‘l}& over district. P (hé knew i little English from
; , N e - A . . i !
o The old Erie Canal Was ‘icknaihed” the “psychic o) B> JRet € INs
—- * hi » ong the wide be ertile country- ather and mother are here an
highway” because along the wide belt of f rtil try father and moth here and
o side which bordered it, religious life—in both pulpits 2.
. ... . . . and pews—took on. strange forms. . ... . q ln.offe]x{ed himuaéifign_edy half
. . o1iar, @ recaile ¢ AaSSsassl- !
A David Rathbone of Scipio wrote a friend in 1812, nation sadly, wanted to accept E
T T ; i i t re the coin tut refusedd because
The Baptists generally in this western country .. . a “I have o gift for you'* The
of the opinion that ministers should take no thought soldiers dissmbarked; the train
how or what they should speak . . . for it is not they that p;xlgd tinto the Russian city
speak, but the Spirit speaketh in them. And one of the of Drest. .
ministers told me that ‘F must let the Holy Ghost study Here an Intourist girl came
' for me.'” aboard locking for me (In-
my sermons . tourist is the Russiam Govern-
The twitching has, in large measure, ceased but :‘r‘::,‘;l“g]e"f{et'gz’v‘g{‘ [“;‘]‘1‘:)’," all
there are some who think the area is still “infected.” arranged amd paid For before
oW are even the vsa is gramted. And
Instead 0£ feeling God”in their bones, people now are Toma trveltre ik maysoltmust
i told that “God is dead. travel delie clas) By this
Rev. Willam Hamil e M %,
ton, a professor ot the who spoke English. She was
o Baptist founded Colgate pleasant but quick.
Rochester Divinity School, l;I‘h(la txl;aln w;;)uld ld“changcla
\ . wheels” here, she told me.
has gamed. international could get off, chaege some
fame for his theology of money if | wanted o, but be
Christian atheism. sure to get back on the right
g‘ain \;!r}:ich would l;nve from
i i i- e other side of the station.
His shattering theolog If -1 needed help, check at the
cal ideas have been fea- Intourist office. | took advan-
tured in newspapers and tage of the opporiunkty.
5. —-—magazines_including the X enterel tme gation — an-
New York Times and the other worli—my firsg real con-
J 1. Time tact with the Soviet people —
Wall Street Journal, languige, the signs in this
and Post, Saturday Re- stre:élgg :l?habelt.l wis Lost, I
. . neede elp. I inquired for In-
1 view and Commonweal, tourist, fimily got to her, and
even Playboy and Punch. with her felp gt mubles for
- . dodlars, amd had her poimt out
His book, co-authored exactly whrre my train would
with Thomas J. J. Altizer, leave from.
“Radical Theology and REV. WILLIAM HAMILTON | Mgre confident now, 1 clreu-
1" o liko. . ated among the people crowd-
g’le tlge;te:h f;igo;iéarl’sshtl:) ; write them off? ln§ tmi1 good  size 1erlmirml in-
. side and aut. (It reminded me
selling religious book—like Bishop John A. T. Robin- of the war time crowds im our
son's “Honest to God” book in 1963 or Harvey Cox's own nilrad stations.)
. “Secular City” last year. et Snl0 | ors scymiore
- ' Dr, Hamilton, when_you talk to him, :evealshchar- _, boots. A cimpany or two must h wled int -
’ | actdtistics” which héltﬁe;.l’(ﬂs‘i ¢wn werflinigs nor thote’ = .ﬁ‘:’rﬁ;’?lmmlmﬁgﬁmiﬁﬁ svtgprss' v . "when L crawled into my .com
about him have as yet made clear. :‘adlos. 'IIhoylznu;}t e very Ruasia
- . nexpensive i Russia — the .
l He is not the total iconoclast 5o many think him to means of propagamdn. Most
be people are poor, thekr clothes,
. especialty shoes, very worn—
He is trying to speak to that growing segment of ,?.‘{} 'R°ﬁv:‘"ga£‘;d'c‘l’1“‘m";‘lgt;“%'z
| people who have neither feelings nor convictions about cost me @ kopcks, boul 72
God. Should the churches simply write t‘l]\ese people off? cents,
Dr. Hamilton thinks we should accept them as they are
and speak to them about Jesus Christ without getting .bo;ré’:(;"g‘]f]dh;osl'("}gle(ﬁvozggw;
involved in God-talk. He thinks there is more than
enough in the incarnate or human aspects of Christ's
life and continuing activity today to serve as a contact
: point with these people who otherwise will vanish from
0 our churches.
Dr. Hamilton would also like to experiment with
parallel structures of church life--‘‘parishes” based on
—— . - _professional er-cultural camaraderie; according-to-age - - -
e . groups or interest in current topics of major concern.

He emphatically believes a Eucharistic rite, perhaps
drastically revised from present ceremonial practices,
will continue to be the symbol of parish unity as well

as unity with Christ our Lord.

His concern is, therefore, obviously pastoral even

more than it is theological.

He admits he may be thinking in a wrong direction
and that he may have to retrace his steps—but he is
most anxious to keep moving rather than to stagnate.

Catholics need not think that speculation like Dr.

Hamilton’s will leave all theology in a shambles. We all
need ah occasional intellectual cathartic and, as Cardinal
Ritter of St. Louis recently remarked, the God-is-dead
theology at least “makes us think" about our own reli-

gious convictions.

Monsignor Romano Guardini, orre of this century's
great Catholic theologians, once cited the hazards of

habit in religious matters.

“Revelation presents twentieth-century believers
with a special difficulty,” he wrote, “We are latecomers.
Our generation has heard the sacred tidings time and
time again. Moréover, we live in an age that is constantly
reading and. writing and talking and hearing. There is
such a turnover of words that our ‘coinage’ is worn
smooth and thin; its stamp has grown blurred. Instead
of truth we have truth’s caricatures; instead of knowl
edge, the illusion of already knowing. Only with great
effort can we free ourselves from illusory knowledge to
pause, look up and passionately inquire into the clear-cut,

- - --genuine-truth—of-things:—+~-We-must-break-the strings -

and coffee. ¥t was about 1 am.

and the train
through

fortable berth,

continued to barrel

I was up at 8:15 the morning
of Wednesday, March 30, and
while shaving in the train wash-
room, [ couldn't help thinking
of Newcommb Mot!, American
tourist who supposedly stit his
own throat in such a washroom
of a Russian train headed for

Siberia. 1 was careful shaving °

Smolensk and Moscow.
o ’”

[ B V) s » L) . - -
- Moscow! Here we were — the

train burrowed through the fac-
tory sectiom smoking with in-
dustry—on time 10:20 am. I
was just asking about for the
Intourist agent who was to
meet me when the {rain pulled
into the Byelorussian station;
a man came and asked if I was
Mr. Amanmx. T had made my
contact, and it felt good. I
chalked such meeting up to In-
tourist efficiency and courtesy

then {0 my roony number 389

* through the wide and high ‘halls -

with their huge paintings and
sculptures; it was an old, huge
czaristic hotel.

« I was surprised to find my
suit so elegant and beautiful—
red wall to wall carpet, huge
red floor drapes, crystal chande-
lier. I counted the pieces of
new but styled furniture in the
siting room: 3 settees, 1 big
cabinet, 2 closets, a desk with
semi - upholstered chairs, 2

of habit, must rid ourselves of fateful seemingknowl-
edge; we must remint our words so that they may again
speak—clearly, truthfully.”

—TFather Henry A, Atwell

. The Cotholle
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Moscow University student, at left, joimed Rochester’s Father William Amann on visit to

Leninn ttmb. .
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tables, a dining table with 5
chairs, 2 plush chairs, 2 good
table-lamps dated 1862, and a
phone; in the bedroom: twin
beds, huge cabinet, dresser with
chair, 2 semi-upholstered chairs,
and end tables, and another
crystal- chandelier and tele-
phone here. The bath had all

- -facilities.. —And--this—allfor—their living conditions-have-se-—-— - —

»

¢+ me — huge, deluxe, for: the
American, who had to travel
this way. You wanted to see if
stories are true about bugging
the hotel rooms even — but
there were too many places to
look for a microphone.

As a deluxe tourist, I was en-
titied to two tours a day with

a private car and an- English =
‘speaking guide. At first I
thought I’'d have to go where
they took me, but found I could
direct them to the tourist sights

travel on my own, and did that

I ordered a tour for that
afternoon. But first I ordered
two tickets for the Bolshoi Bal-
let for the evening, and asked

an English-speaking aide inthe

Service Bureau to go with me
to help me. She said_she might
be busy, but would try to get
someone else. Then I had a
light lunch (tea soup, ham,
coffee) in the huge hotel dining

—rhative -only to North America

«{Anserican’itreds here, at .the
national shrine of the Soviet
Union. I offered the young stu-
dent a bright Kennedy half
dollar immediately upon leav-
ing the Lenin shrine. She
seemed more thrilled at that
than at fulfilling her pilgrim-
age. She said she had been
saddened at JFK's death.

She willingly posed for pic-
tures and we exchanged ad-
dresses and promises to write.

At 2 p.m. my first tour began.
The Intourist guide, a woman,
gseemed informal enough, but
distant, and her line full of

_ propaganda — how much the
U.S.S.R. has achieved.

The Muscovites are proud, as
evident from the guide, that

improved. She pointed ouf new
apartment buildings, those a
few years older, all prefabs
—because so hastily put togeth-
er. Each citizen, she said, now
averaged about 10 square yands
of living space, in two, three
and four room apartment flats.
In_ the course df the to

asked her about churches —
most are all museums now =-
“only old people go to church
to worship.” She seemed hesl-
tant, even afraid, to talk ahout

wanted _to_see. I _comld also ¢ .

The Muscovites eat a lot of
ice cream, and it is good; corner
stalls are very numerous on the
streets. I also tried the “pop”
from their machines—a watered

down fruit drink —_everyone

uses the same glass that is
rinsed by a swirl of water
when you put your 3 kopeks
piece (about 4 cents) in.

~ (Next week —
Dinner in Moscow)

It's Not Easy to Talk to King Feisal

By GARY MacEOIN

1 do notfeel I hawe anything construc-
tive to adl to New York's tempest on a
prayer rugover the discourteous remarks

made by King Feisal of Saudi Arabia;

while a gust of the United States, about
an importint minority of our citizens.

That incident, nevertheless, brought to

public atteition a basic fact of our world

situation vhich is usually disregarded
when statismen are making their evalua-

“tions. I refer to the fanpact, unfortinateTy

often mregulive, of religious (or religion-
related) bdiefs on international relations.

The decee of ecamenism of the sec-
ond Vatian Councid has provided for
Catholics 1 new framework within which
to project their human — including poli-
tical — rlations with people of other
faiths, I hope it Is not an oversimplifica-
tion to saythat the d ecree sces the Amer-

) ican cultural attitude as a1 goal towards

which all should strive, mamely, to disre-
gard the individual’s faith in formulating
his civil and political rights, duties and
activities.”

ItIs a very good €hing that the Catho-

~-lic Chearch should have made this prog:

\
! k«
.

ress at the level of principle. But 1semse

two widely held misconceptions, One s
that all Catholics cverywhere have aute
matically adjusted their beliefs and their
praclices to conform to the Councils

pregriptions. The other is that the rest

of the world accepts our new Tormulation,
or is at least under some sort of obligs-
tion to accept it, simply because we made
it, that when we change, everyone changes,

King Feisal's behavior should serve to
-remind —-us—that- such -is not--the case;
While Mostems are not the only ones out
of step, they probably are the ones most
seriously out of step right now, as is ewvi:
dent from a glance at.what is happening
in Africa. The growing unrest im that
continent results from many causes, but
among them Islam must be ranked as a
signiticant one.

The negative impact of Islam on politt
cal stability can be seen clearly in aill

. African states which have a majority or

powerful minority of Moslems, the Sudan,
Somalia, Ugands, Tanzania, Nigeris,
Ghana, Chad, and others. The Moslem sees
it as his religious duty to gain control of
the apparatus of power and create a poli-

_wvill_govern the civil and religious. life..

of all the citizens.

- The—Moslem—recognizes—only—positive
divine law. For him, God’s freedom

wr k__ . _ |

The paths of fou
Father Gerard ]
corps, celebratec
--Kennedy:-Vincer
was also invited
sary observance.
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What -do young
from college?
Sister Mariana,
College of Rochester, !
keeping track of 160 Ju

graduates — this is v
discovered:

Approximately twer
cent of the class wil
graduate or profes
schools, including the
sitles of Buffalo, Chic
nois, Michigan, Roches
due, Fordham, Catholic
sity, Tufts University

in Naples, Italy, State
sity at Albany, North
Massachusetts, George!
Bonaventure, Colgat

g mric-School—of —Ark-

University of Arizona.

Most popular field
this year™'is teaching
three will teach on the
tary level, a few in t
san parochial schools
of them in the publi
of New York State; 2
teaching in secondary

."and —24 im “special~ fie

Music, and Speech Th

Fifteen have accep
tions in social work ag
various' areas in N
State; Monroe Coéunt,
County,, Utica, Bin
New York City, while
be counselors in the s
tems in Rome and Mal

Fifteen will work in
and industry, as se
chemists, programmer
visors and public rela
sonnel. Eastman Koda
Rochester Telephone
Telephone are among
panies..employjng,me:
ates. - . .
AT -increasing inte
demand have attracte

- gent of the class to go

positions. .

Three of the gradi
be working on college ¢
one at the University
ester and two at Na
the administrative off

Some_of the moOTe

is so

Where he has not succeeded in this ob-
jective, t}}e Moslem feels himself spiritual-
ly unfulfilled. He pays lip service to the
United Nations declaration of human

- rights, ‘but if he i§ a typican Maslem, it
has no meaning for him. He is unable
to conceive of a pluralistic state.

Does it follow that there is no hope of
a meeting of the minds as long as Islam

understood that God might have nade
murder meritorious. An argument ‘based
on objective right and wrong has conse-
quently no meaning for him. Believing

. the prescriptions of-the Xoran to be un-

changeable, as he does, he has thus lock-
ed himself into a very tight box indeed.

1 know Catholic experts on Islam whke ’

regard the dilemma

! as  insoluble, ‘I am
less pesiimistic, As

thie recemt: Vatican

placements include o
Peace Corps in Ethior
the lay apostolate, one
and one in Oklahom

Filippini N
Elect Supe

Sister Esther Del

continues as a living religion?-Not neces-— - —Council  showed; there Is always & Way (0

sarily. The concept of the relation of re-
ligion and society held by today’s Moslem
is very similar to that of the medieval
Christian, not too far fromi that of both

Catholics and Protestants up to themid: — .~

dle of the seventeenth centuries, and of
some Catholics even in the middle of the
twentieth,

In so far as there is a significant dif-
ference, it is in the philosophic concept
of law. The Christian has. the advantage
of accepting an objective natural law.
That notion, which tends today to be di-
visive of Christians (for example, on the
issue of contraceptive means), was earlier
valuable in reaching an awareness of

tical systemi in which theé Koranic law

human Fights. L

IR

re-interpret a formula with- which- It is
no longer posiible to; live. The current
catapilting “of. the leis'developed .world
into the twe-_tkth.mm{ ias_begin_te

adjustments. Theory cam bhe expected te

, adjust gradually to practice.
The “process, nevertheless, is going to

be painful. We cannot expect from Islam
a_statement comparable to the Vatican
II constitution - on the Chiirch-in the
Modern World before the Islamic society
has made giant advances in its social,
. economic and cultural aspects, In the
meantime, we must\

foree. thae. ToABIALE mAtloms oain.te
" siready mest affected to make practical

_..m 1, we must \be patient when Fei-
- "sals'put their fat feet\in their big mouths.

g

the Religious Teather
has been elected Sup
_eral of her ordeér at
- chapter - held" rth(i’s.

- Romne:~Born:-=in ary
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