héChurch's Task in Technopolis—to Help All Me;BecomewT "otall

Cox spells out specifically the place of peril—the
modern, complex, sprawling, anonymous technopolis
city. Here, he claims, God expegts men to hammer out
together an authentically human way of life.

- "‘Sécular City” Dr. Hirvey Cox came to Rochester
this past week to bring his message of finding God in
the commonplace. ¥ o

" He came to speak atthe Rochester Area Cqunéil ;

~_. — _of (Protestant and Orthodix) Churches’ annual dinner- -
meeting but many Catholics were of the opinion “nos-

_trares agitur,” this pertains to wstoo..

- The Cox name was strong enough to more than

treble the usual attendance at the meeting from less
than 200 to close to_600. = =
Michael Novak, soft-spoken but articulate Catho-
lic layman theologian, has described Cox as “the most
- Caiholic of contemporary Protestant theologians.”

In an interview before his talk, Cox, a Baptist,
said, “I'suppose I'm what you Catholics would call
‘sacramental’.”

\ He could also be called the
hard de Chardin..

The Jesuit priest-scientist Chardin, in his book

E mutually need e;ach other. ST
esides . this task of reconciliation, the Church, .
need? also to. becorne more obviously ldellzl;tlﬁed’ \
“the poor, the humiliated, the patronized”==as-it-
in the last century through its orphanages, homes
the aged, hospitals, schools. Simply to maintain sych
institutions in an era’ when such needs are met
through secular or government agencies, and to fag
to take up “the more adventuresome and risky role”
of building “structures so the politically poor can- be-
come equally human’—this can isolate the Church in
a backwater status quo condition and events. will sim-
. ply go on without its needed guidance, surrendering
the direction of the fyture into the hands of extremists.

" Cox sid the Catholic Church has an’enviable
record in keeping alive the concept_qf poverty as a
virtue and termed the Vatican Council’s statement on
the Church in the Modern World “a marvelous docu-

ment.” _
‘His comment_that_he could be called “sacramen-

]
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Cox said the Church-—all churches—must serve
the poor in the cities in order to remain true to its
vocation. “The Church that strays from the poor,
strays from its Lord, Jesus Christ,” he said.

The poor, for Cox, are not just the econoxfﬁca}ly
- destitute but all-those who-are without an-effective -
voice in shaping their own future—those who are not
part of the “‘power structure” characteristic of modern
urban political life.

The Church’s role, therefore, for Cox, is to aid all -
men in their right and duty to participate equally in
city life. -

ordinary man’s Teil- He said there is today a polarization of forces—
- "~ the proféssional “urbanistic” technicians and the par-
ticipatory democrats. :

7 ’ T o B o “7: B o T “: o o 3 ':‘&—v—-——-—" S
_the technicians and the political sociologists thﬁt }l)gy

with,
di

“The Divine Milieu,” says, ‘“Our faith imposes on us
the right and the duty to throw ourselves into the
things of earth. . . . The incarnater God did not come to
- diminish in us the glorious respomnsihility and splendid
o —— — - —-ammbition-that-is-ours:-of fashionimg our-own-self.” -

Chardin speaks of *“mankind ready to become
adult” — to have the freedom and the responsibility to
shape the future. .

The Vatican Council in its statement on the
Church in the Modern World ectaoes Chardin, by say-
ing that man’s ‘“rightful autonomy” is “‘not with-
drawn” by Christ or the Church “but is rather re-
established in its own dignity and strengthened.”

Both Chardin and the Council reflect the convic-
tion of the young Lutheran minister Dietrich Bon-
hoefler, executed by the Nazis im 1945, who spoke of
“mankind come of age.”

tal” refers to the Catholic theological conviction tha
the ordinary can bve the vehicle of the divine, - . -

When medieval monks blessed farms or sick

" The first group includes the efficient scientists
who plan urban renewal projects up to fifty years
hence but, as Cox pointed out, the past fifteen years
of such projects has resulted in wider roads, taller

—buildings-but still-mrore-poor people without adequiate
housing. The urban technicians tend, he said, to ignore
the human needs of the residents of areas marked for
renewal and seldom_consult the people .whose lives =

will be disrupted.

biles, a typewriter or a seismograph, they are not nec-
essarily of the opinion that the objects are somehow
improved by the rite. The subtle truth comes through

in Church but in their daily work as well.

This is the basic message which Harvey Cox has "
brought up to date and applied to the tangled prob-
lems of city life. It is interesting to note how a French
Jesuit priest. an American Baptist minister, a German
Lutheran clergyman and 2500 of the world’s Catholic
bishops have in separate but parallel ways pointed
the Church to the same task—a task actually given it
by its Founder, to have compassion on the multitudes,
to serve the Lord by serving His least brethren in
their prosaic, day-to-day needs.

—Father Henry A,

Countering the efficiency of the technicians are
the sociologists who believe the present sickness of
cities is ennui, a lack of community spirit, a clientele
attitude of getting out of a city what one selfishly
wants without contributing to it other than necessary
taxes. The sociologists, says Cox, are convinced cities
will regain their health if the citizens now excluded
from decision making can be organized into effective
-political forces.

The Vatican Council 'warneci, however, that “the
human family faces an hour of supreme crisis in its
advance toward maturity.”

DR. HARVEY COX

sacred in secular

This is a new version of the old capital-labor

struggle and Cox says the Church must convince both Atwell
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The ABC's of War in Vietnam B

By FATHER PATRICK of other Asian countries, of
0°CONNOR the US. and Australasia that doctors treat poor villagers who
Sociely of St. Columban Sowzth Vietnam be saved from never had expert medical care
o communist conquest. Hence, ___hefore  In. short,.. apart—frem- —-
T Salgon = (NCY = T.els sori ‘Austrila and Korea have join- their contribution to the de-
out our ABC’s in Vietnam. ed the W.S. in the military de- fense of the country, they have
fense of South Vietnam. made innumerable friends by
their good-heartedness.

Buddhists: The ‘Buddhists”
and their bonzes who threaten
the government and incite mobs
are only a section of the Bud-
dhists of Vietnam. The major-
ity of Buddhists here loock on
them with disfavor.

COURIERJOURNAL
Friday, June 17, 1966

Still Some X's

"I Vietnam ABC's

The article by Father O'Connor onthe ABC's of the
Vietnam war, published to the righat of this editorial,
reports the viewpoint of a priest-jomrnalist who's long
bheen onthe-spot in the far cast.

He interviewed Red Chim’s Mao Tse Tung before
China was Red and he has been close to the people who
have shaped history or been its victisnsin that area for
a quarter of a century. He is, therefore,no johnny-come-
lately to his topic and that is why we regularly carry his
articles provided by the NCWC News Service agency.

their friends at home. Their

Pa—

Americans! If it were not for
them South Vietnam would
“have fallen under communist
rule by now. Hence, the prime
objective of the communist re-
gime in the north, and of its
insirurnent, the National Liber-
ation Front (the Viet Cong)
in the south, is to get the
Americans out of the country.
It is to the interests of Vietnam,

T he great majority of Amer-
jcams in Vietnam are well-in-
tenloned and well - behaved,
frieendly, and generous. Wher-
ever they find an orphange, a
needy church, or a poverty-
stricken school, they give their
moraey, and often their leisure-
time libor, to relieve the need.

They solicit donations from Practicing Buddhists probably

amount to no more than about
25 per cent of the population.
Buddhism as a religion does
not hive the strength in Viet.
nam that it has in, for instance,
Cambodia, Thailand, or Ceylon.

Buddhists here are divided
into a doeen or more sects.
While the politically active
- bonzes @Yid their followers axe’
only a segment, they are well
organized and have plenty of
funds — much of it given by
the government in the vain
hope of buying them off. The
people they gather for demom-
strations are always the same,
mostly schoolboys and school-
girls, a minority of university
students, comparatively fe w
adults, chiefly women, and on
occasi on murderous young

Although he obviously accepts the Armerican pres-

e ip Vietnam and hopes fora Viet Cong defeat, he is

%g what'is often called a hawk—favaring a U.S. victory
gvien if the price violates moral norm.s.

His moderation is all the more significant when one
realizes that Catholics, like many oth:er Americans here
at home, are increasingly leaning toward an extremist
solution.

A poll taken by the natiomally <irculated Catholie
weekly paper, the Register, showed 640 per cent of those
who replied favored the American millitary use of “what-
ever added force is necessary o win,™'

—_

And at'least one Catholic moral expert has already

suggested the need to revise the Church’s traditional toughs. CU CHI, Vietmin —RNS)— Father (Capt,) Clarence A.
qllj'ﬁlg:s i?or war” to permit what is claimed to be a prac- : Olszewski of Ranshaw, Pa, hears the confession of PFC
tical necessity — the intentional killing of non-com- Since 1963 the activities of Richard J. Willett of Sacramento, Cal. The Catholic chap-
tical n \ the political Buddhists have laim heard confessions om the field at the base camp of the.
. S . powerfully benefited the Viet 2nd Brigade, 25th Infamtry Divist
W Cong (communists). One can gade, aztry Division, im Cu Chi, about 20
- In an age when nuclear weapons are stock-piled in . e %ﬁ-‘-‘v’ﬁ } - see w0 reasn Tor thifking that - milles from Saigon. , , &
thousands, it's quite clear now qu £ar some Catholics \,,..%M\ this has not been policy or that L . N
] 2114 , ] I, | ok oot .. . —— et oo [ o ) ’ T
i areapparently willing to.go-to swin @ war- - ‘:,’ 55 - it cease to-be policy. tery om Saigon's outskirts are Lio Dong or labor party ifi the

_There are, however, other Cathodics—a minority it
seems—who are just as equally opposed to the Vietnam
war.

Gordon C. Zahn, author of the book "German Catho-
lics and Hitler's Wars,” says inthis week's Commonweal
magazine that “our government is making murderers of
us all" and he claims we are now “violating the stand-
ards that we ourselves proclaimed at N'uremberg™” and he
says it is his opinion that this is'*a patenlly unjust war.”

He quite effectively points out that both Pope Paul
in his talk at the United Nations last October and Pope
John before him in his encyclical Pacemin Terris could

. just as well be each a Moslem chieftain for all the echo
their statements have received from the Catholic press
and pulpits of the United States.

Father John B. Sheerin in a recent editorial in
Catholic World magazine admitied, “T"he great majority
of American Catholics seem to have no particular moral
convictions with regard to the war in V\)etnam.” He de-
scribed his opinion on our righteousness is “‘very doubt-
ful” but all he concludes to is that escalation be dis-
couraged.

Maybe the Vietnam war, llkke so much of our life
today, has moved beyond the citegorises of moral theol-
ogy and that we are indeed invilved im the absurd.

There seems to be a symbol to jus€ify such thoughts.
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People of God |

Flannerv O'Connor, from the 38 wyears of her life and the some
15 years of her career s a profession@] wiiter, produced a per-
manent contribution to American and world literature. She was
born in Savannah, Georgia, in 1925 livel most of her life in
Milledgeville, where she wrote hex stories, raised prize peacocks,
suffering a crippling disease called diseminated lupus, and
died in 1964. In four published books — "Wise Blood™ (1952),
“A Good Man Is Hard To Find” (1955), “The Violent Bear It
Away™ (1960), and “Everything That Rises Must Converge”

- (1965) — Flannery O'Connor’s wrritings earned the critical ac-
claimn of her peers and the official recognition of various awards.
She was, in the best sense, uniqguely a Catholic writer rather
than a writer who happenéd to e a Catholic by birth and the
practice of faith. She never felt that the Church restricted her
or ptaced 1jmits on the uses of the Christisn imagination in cre-
ative fiction.
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~ Upstream from New York (ity, th-e Hudson River is
bordered by some of the..most serere and handsome

Catholics: South Vietnam's
Catholics, numbering at least
1500,000, between 10 and 12
per cent of the population, in-
clude several varieties, south-
ern-born, mortherners, and cen-
tral Vietnamese, peasants and
professors, lawyers, doctors,
laborers, officials, and military
men. They are united, obvious-
ly. in the Fiaith and in loyalty to
the Vicar of Christ but not in
any oue political organization.
The religious convictions of all
Vietnamese Catholics, and the
bitter personal experiences of
many, make them unanimous in
disli!ting and dreading com-
munism,

They form the most consider-,
able anti-communist body in the
poppuation. They have made
sacrifices out of proportion to
their aumbers to defend the

countty, Catholic graves in the

more than 22 per .cent. of the
total.

There is a smali minority of
Catholics who, while dislking
communism, seem to be in favor
of stopping the wir on the
communists® terms, though they
never quite say that With this
mentality goes an anti-Ameri-
can sentiment. Most of these
Catholics, who include a harad-
ful of priests, are city=dwellexs,

“intellectuals” who have stad-

fed in France. Their views seem
to come more from progressist
French Catholic periodicals
than from ‘realities in Vietnamm.

Communists: They rule North
Vietpam, oppress religion there
consistently, proclaim their

Marxist-Leninist beliefs amd
have declared their determira-
tion to “liverate* (translate: an-
nex) South Vietnam. The Comn-

new (since 1980) military ceme- . munist party calls itself the

By GARY MacEOIN -

regions “of our nation. Afffiien! towns like Bronxville,
' Tarrytown and Pleasantville are spaced by the estates of
the Roosevelts, Vanderbilts and Rockefellers. It is the
place where the American dream has come true.

Now tucked into this well-heeled, well-born area is
the Hudson Institute, an agency which analyzes for the
government or private industry problems which may -

. arise to endanger our way-of life—and the experts thére,

; headed by Herman Kahn, daily think about- the unthink-

. able, a nuclear war before the year 2000,or maybe even

'“a_spasm war” before that—when “the chiefs of staff
-press all the buttons and go home."

... ..One of his top associates admitted, “I take a very.
gloomy view. I think civilization is a v-ery chancy thing,
that we live in a véry precarious balance.” '

-___And.n such a balance, most Catholics, Like so many
other (}Qristlangg_ haye “no particalar monl convictions.”
o 5 théf'réigqjtlicant symbol?

Wwfx_l?nsutute is Iocated in what was for-

¥ or the insane.
- L . —Fath.er Henry A. :Atwell

-

" - Thave attended many trials as a Rawyer

For the final five or six miles of our
L e gz - -4 EID;-We- were-literallytad
after wave of boats darted from riverside .

erssiege, Wave™

all teenagers — for the empty_bottle, ...
" ‘Méanwhike, around our e
other fleets of

anchored ship,.

and he -himself escorted us- 1o thé Iaumch

arichored just beside My Khian, the famous

north and the People’s Revolu-
tionary party in the south. The

“National Liberation Front” in -

the south is controlled, propel-
led, and steered by the People’s
Revolutionary party, that is by
the Lao Dong party, which is
the Communist party that rules
from Hanoi. ‘

Like the political Buddhist
faction, the National Liberation
Front claims to speak for all
‘the people, but it can produce
no credemtials except its guns
and grenades. Like the political
Buddhist faction, it is bluffing,
because its following (obvious-
ly impossible to verify statis-
tically) seems to be relatively
small. It is very well organjzed,
however, and by acts of intimi- -
dation, usually carried out by a’
few youths, it creates the im-
'pression that it is present and
powerful everywhere,
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s Saigon a- Wide-Open Towrt?f ~

~
1

/

~—-- the stream-at-Saigomat 1000 oS,

- Was a regular run, had alerted us for & .

and as a court reporter, and I cam con-
firm one aspect often festured in detec-
tive novels and TV thrillers. An absundly
irrelevant detail can become the de-
termining factor in establishing wheres
the truth lies and where it doesn't.

When the press recently reported that
Mrs. Oswald” B. Lord was feuding with
Senator J. W. Fulbright over the impact

of our fighting forces on the morals of -

Saigon, | irnmediately pulled my 1984
diary from its well-ordered place in my
Journalistic archives.

At 0700 on July 19, it reminded me, E
arrived off Cape St. Jacques on an Amer-
Zcan freighter carrying supplies to 'Viet-
mam, started up the Vietnam river at
0600 the following day, and anchoxed iz

Much earlier, however, the actiom hd
begun. The ship’s officers, for whorm this

unique spectacle. They were not exsg-
genting. Though I have visited. more
than fifty countries in war and peace,
mevef 'have I seen the like .

cover ahead, to sweep past us at about
. ten knots.” They were long, narrow, shal.
low, canoe-like vessels capable of holding
six or eight persons. Two or three in each
boat had a 20-foot-long pole with a steel

gaff on the énd. Hooking this to the shij's

side as their cance shot past, they climb.

ed aboard with the agility of squirrels,
The crew had been marshalled to repel

boawrders. These first waves consited of

boys and girls in about equal numbers.

and they came for many purposes, some
simply to steal and throw overboard any-
thing not screwed down, others to_initia

black-market deals, others to pl r
trade in the sallor’s cabins. Of each doden
who hit the deck, ten were tossed back

into the river. But one or two eluded the

defense. The young girls were more aglie

__._pethape,_or more—lucky. Many-of-them

sutvived. By the time we dropped anchor,
they were nearly ai numerous is the
ship’s rats deep In the entrails of our
brave vessel, ‘ .
The business terms were simple. §o

- many botties of local beer or rice brandy
for a pack of American cigarettes; the
favors of a teenage girl — they semed

| - :

normally héd a crew of two, an older
woman with oar at one end, a young girl
at the dther. The ship's officers, who.
knew the score, assured me that the. tesm
was normally a mother and daughter;

"boats converged. These fLoating - restaurant deinolished shortly

afterward_s by a Vietcong bomb,

We crossed the harbor ard cumm
aboard, without incident, But as we near-

‘WHheénéver anyone began to descend the
gangway to a waiting launch, they darted
in like swallows to offer him transport.
Frequently they were not disappointed.
Our 250:b. cook was seized by contend-
ers, one grasping arms and the other
legs, and so he went downstream sus-
pended over the- water while the rival
oarsswomen rowed aspart like mad and
loudly urged their dsughters..to hold
firmly to both boat and prize, -

" Day and night the pandemonium cop-
tinued on board. On the evening of July

s the "ha en — 3fid the chance
that my wife had a stout pocket book and
the superhuman enérgy which the pos
sessive instinct arouses in the weaker sex

-, smvel me from who ¢an say what fate. .

~_-Suth was our Americsia ship and #ich
was wideopen Saigon I.ujﬂlyl?im. They
were not viclous, these bright-eyed
gxy leenagers ind their-hollow-eye:
e A e, e

em.
together. tenally

T Bot! -“l',;«:
kept the family.

-animals, or when-modern-parish-priests-bless-automo—-——

"that men and women give true worship to God not just ™

e RN NN T A TR AR NP Ae R RTRTTUNRCAR P 1es TRV b nvain SV bt LW ke NRRaLa ke R WU Tyt AN N RER RN Loy rmrm oot 0t TGS e T e o 0 L e A e e e i e

ed our\cabin, 1 was physically seized — .

! -~

SISTER MARY PATRICE

S dpé'rior

Changes

20; my-wife—ami-1-were the dinner guests
of my dear friend and distant tousin,
Father Patrick 0°Connor, NCWC’s famous
war correspondent. It was the day of Na-
tional Shame, the annual commemory-
tion by South Vietnam of the signing of
the Geneva Atcords, and Americans had

been warned to stay homie. But the in-

"trepid Father Pat guaranteed our safety,

ATiericins said cynically then, s Mrs.

Vietnamese, “More of our peop

, was not the resctl %“ﬁ‘sf“the' :
o ars ¢

posed to this ampect of Western' culture® -

thian any othér,” was their léss cyni

tomnment. “Do you think- it makes us
long for the American way of ‘l‘ito*?.‘" )‘4‘”,

It .
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Mother Agnes Cecilia, Mothe
General of the Sisters of S
Fosephr of Rochester, announce
this week the appointment fo
the-first time-of two- region:
superiors for the Communit)
an sction recommended by th
Sacred Congregation of Rel
gious din.Rome whenever th
memnbership of a religious con
gregation approaches 1,000.

The two Sisters named to thi
position are: Sister Mary P
trice Messner, who will reli)
quish her office as one of th
Diocesan Supervisors of School
in onder to assume her no
duties; and Sister Joseph Gi
mary Russell, who is comple
ing her sixth year as princip:
of & Mary’s School in Aubun

Replacing Sister Mary Patric
11 e Educatiori Office is Si
ter Ruth Agnes Kesselring,
present the principal of Sacre
‘Heart Cathedral School, accor:
ing to Monsignor .Williom 1
Roche, Superintéfident «
Schools.

According to Mother Agnc
Cedllia, regional superiors ai
“appiinited "in order o “effé
swifter and more complete con
munication in the administr
tion of a larger religious cor
munity. .

These Sisters will have ti
authority, delegated by ti
Mother Superior, to grant ¢l
pemissions, relay the sugge
tions and decisions, and Impl
ment the general revisiol
which would otherwise need
be charneled individuall
through the Mother Superior.

Sister Mary Patrice will |
the regional superior In tl
Rochester area. She brings
this position a wide range

experience in working with a)
éer commu My

and printipal atyNatareth;
St. Anthony's, and Chrlst—t!
Xing Elementary Schools
Rochester, Sister was for s
years her Community's Supe
visor of Schools, and for t
past three years one of the 1
ocesan Supervisors.

In addition, she was elect
by her Community in 1963
Second Councilor to the Moth
Superior, and has been acti
in this vital administrative pc
ever since, attending worksho
and institutes on SisterFormx

- tion; Religious Administratic
and Canon Law. She his al
herded the commitiee worki:
on the revision of the Comit
nity's Constitutions, and assi
ed the Mother General In ct

___onkal visitation of the hous
of the Community, the mi
reconnt bheing a two-week stay
their Brazilian mission.

Sister Joseph Gilmatv will
the reglomal superior in t
Auburn - Genéva - Elminn ar
continuing to live im Aubu
where she is well-known.

Sister has taught at all lew
of the elementary grades, ai
in sewveral different schools
her Community. She is a chi

Pastoral
Workshop
‘Next Week

- Tre halls of St-John Fish
College will house a uniq1
s“gchool” session this comi
wetk. Two hundred pries
some of whom have not been
clagses for 20 years, others w!
just 1eft the classroom this Me
will assemble -foi a Pastor
Workeshop. .

The goal of the 4 day mﬁg
is to provide lectures and
for discussion and exchinge
- ==ideig for priests who-are-fac

=" with the challenge of workil

Wil e 4

with their parishioners to p
into effect the constitutions ai
dewrees of Vatican Council .

tipics to be consider

s l,iof' the most talke
about issues today: parish.stru
ture, litirgy, religious instru
tion, - and counseling. Pries
not only from Rochester, b
alsy ‘from several neighborii

. dioceses, xgilLatte_nd the wor

shop..., oft’.~the East Aveny

#4TH BRANCH of Sett
—Workers-of-St:-Mary's-Hospit
was to meet June 14 at t
home of Mrs, Harry 7. Reh:
of Shentin. St ‘
"7 BTH BRANCH to meet
‘the home of Mrs. William Ne
aman, 243 Curtice -Rd., Thursds
23, - -
et BRANCH celebrated 4
30th anniversary at a dinner
"Tradway Inn, Tacsday, June
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