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EDUCATIONAL 
CONGRESS 

The Second Annual Conference of 
The Catholic Educational Congress 
will be held at Nazareth College of 
Rochester on May 21st 1966. If will 
begin at 9:15 a.m. and last until 
4:15 p.m. 

REGISTRATION FEE 
$5.00 per person. This includes attendance 

at Panels, a Luncheon, and a Published 
Proceedings. 

FINAL DATE FOR REGISTRATION IS 

MAY 14. 1966. 

THEY SHOULD BE SENT TO . . . 
MRS. J. ROBERT COSTELLO 
191 SENECA PARKWAY 
ROCHESTER, N.Y. 14613 

SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENT Monsignor William M. Roche answers some }' 
pertinent questions of parents in the accompanying article. 

School Head Answers 
Some Key Questions 

'-•£. 

600L0VEY0U 
Most Reverend 

Fulton J. Sheen 
How often during the day do we say, or hear 

someone else say "I can't help you, I am too busy"? 
Busy? Yesl But busy doing what? Being busy takes 
on a different meaning In the Missions. The follow­
ing are a few of the stories a Belgian priest who re­
cently visited this office brought back from the Mis­
sions. One lay missionary, a woman In Africa, teaches 

—2,100-chlldren a-daju-The schoolJlllS. only one class-
room. She teaches 200 pupils an hour, then clears the 
room and another 200 come In until all have had 
their lessons every day . . . We priests in the United 
States are busy. Many are overworked. But one 
priest in Africa has 230 missions, each of which Is 
as large as some of our big parishes. Why must-we 
have 20 or 30 priests In some of our large city rec­
tories and chancertes — priests working on insur­
ance, investments and real estate when the Mis­
sions need priests so badly? 

(In this article, fifth in a 
series arranged by the Catholic-
Educational Congress, Monsig­
nor William M. Roche, Super­
intendent of Schools in the 
Rochester—Diocese, gives some 
candid answers to questions 
that parents are asking him 
most frequently these days.) 

Q. Monsignor Roche, are you 
satisfied with Catholic educa­
tion? 

A. I don't think that's the 
right question. Since you are 
the parents, are you satisfied? 
That's more like it. If you are 
not satisfied, then I suggest 
that the failure o£ "the lack is 
not with the school but it is 
with you. 

Another priest, in one mission country recently un­
der persecution, received 18 machete wounds from Com-
munistrinspired rebels. After a year of recuperation, he 
returned again to "his people who constantly surround 
their "saint" with guards, so dearly do they love him. 
Is not the Christ with wounds loved for the same reason? 
Thomas was right: No ^doration except for a wounded 
Savior. The Christ with scars is is the Christ we love . . . 
In a boarding school of 1,300 children, the poverty is so 
great that each prepares his one poor meal in the crudest 
possible bowl with no fires. Their dormitory is the kitchen. 
Could not our borders in colleges give up something for 
the poor by sacrificing at least $1 a month for the Holy 
Father to aid such need? . . . One village of 30,000 peo­
ple promised to become Christian if a priest would come 
to teach them catechism. He asked each to carry a stone 
to the place where he taught all day long. They will use 
them to build a church and school. 

For we all want the best for 
our c-hildren. We can't" afford" 
to give them less than the best. 
But the best needs more than 
money, it demands much per­
sonal involvement. Until we all 
get a sense of Christian com 
munity, the Christian spirit of 
dong things together, we're 
not going to progress very far. 
I believe that within the Catho­
lic community, we have the 
potential for answering the 
problems that currently face 
Catholic education. Are we 
satisfied, w e ask? The answer 
is an emphatic no! I'm not sat­
isfied, and you shouldn't be 
satisfied. 

Q. What do you mean by In 
volvcHient?-

A. Let's answer in terms of 
the needs of your parish and 
your school. Aside from what­
ever limits might,be set upon 
the financial capabilities ol 
your neighborhood, there are 
vast reservoirs of support not 
even tapped yet. I'm sure that 
you represent a rather good 
cross-section of most communi­
ties. You represent a good 
crosssectlon of skills and spe­
cialties But how many of these 
varieties of contributions — of 
your college training or your 
skill or specialty have been 
made available for the good of 
the parish and its school? I 
think that you possess talents. 

which if we had to purchase, 
we couldn't begin to afford. 

Q. Doesn't this mean that we 
will have to assert ourselves 
in a rather positive way? 

A. It certainly does! But 
we're talking about involve­
ment aren't we? You should 
be deeply involved in improv­
ing your child's education. 

All of us have a lot to learn, 
and reorientation must take 
pLace. Years ago, it was often 
only the priest who had suffi­
cient background to take the 
initiative in education, as well 
as many other areas. But this 
is; not—true today. 

—We-u^erjaL-lQOL-haye come a 
long way from the proprietary 
feeling that we used ^o have 
in operating a parish. I must 
recognize that today many of 
you are far betten. educated 
than I am. You haw far more 
highly developed skills. And 
you can be of great service in 
providing a better education 
for your child. 

Q. Why Isn/t childhood as 
simple and uncluttered as it 
was when we were children? 

political sphere to provide the 
kind of governmental aid that 
all education must have if it's 
going to be good education in 
ihe years ahead. 

Q. Are you saying, then, that 
parishes can no longer support 
the elementary schools? 

A. Yes I am saying precise­
ly that. Unfortunately, there 
are schools right now which 
have already surpassed the ca­
pabilities of the parish, in 
terms of operating costs. Bui 
very few Catholics are aware 
of this. 

I think the basic reason is a 
lack of communications. On the 

One nun had served the lepers for 17 years, lief 
mother superior thought that at 90 she should be 
brought back to our "civilization" where she could 
die in comfort. She did not carry a placard about the 
leper camp saying, "Down with superiors," but her 
heart was broken Just the same. She obeyed and pack­
ed her bags to go into retirement. The next day when 
the car came to take her "back home" they found her 
dead beside her packed bags. She was burled with 
her lepers. 

Especially For 
Molher . . . . $7.50 

Missionaries in their discomforts are happier than 
we are in our comforts. Missionaries with their supra-
human schedules are accomplishing more than we with 
all our frantic "busyness." Priests in the Missions have 
more work, yet there are over 100 conversions a year 
per priest In many mission lands. Priests here average 
only a little over two a year. We spend too much money 
on our motherhouses, churches, rectories and seminaries 
in the United States and too little on the Missions where 
there are souhrand bodies in real .need. We are religious, 
but do we have faith? Being religious is doing a certain 
act now and then but faith penetrates the core of our 
beirig. Think about it and write to me. God Love You! 
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A. Well maybe it is. Maybe 
the complexities are in our 
minds, the adults. There's a 
lot of materialism around to­
day. We can avail ourselves of 
many, many conveniences in 
the good society. And I think 
we"grve the child too many or 
these. We also have two great 
American fallacies, I believe. 

(1) Every parent wants to 
start his children out in life 
in about the same position 
where he left off. This doesn't 
do the child any good. Instead 
of being able to use his own 
intellect, he tends to get lazy. 
He needs challenge, problems 
to be solved. ' 

(2) The fallacy that every 
American child belongs in col­
lege. The fact is that every 
Amercan child does not belong 
in college. The number is 
greater these days, because 
there are more children. But I 
don't think the percentage is 
significantly different than it 
was in 1900. 

Q. What do you think of the 
future of Catholic schools In 
the light of Federal aid? 

.A. Well, -it's a question of 
survival. If we don't have suh 
stantial aid within the next 10 
years, 1 think that we won't 
have much to worry about re­
garding Catholic education. We 
will have either schools only 
for those prosperous enough to 
be able to afford high tuitions, 
or Catholic schools will large­
ly disappear from the scene. 

Furthermore, education is 
changing so rapidly that teach­
ing techniques, textbooks, even 
schools will be r a d i c a l l y 
changed within the next few 
years. This poses great prob­
lems not only in terms of the 
furnishings and the hardware 
of education, but also teacher 
training. If we're going to have 
schools, they must be produc­
tive institutions. 

other hand, the pastors are 
struggling to operate the school 
with its increased costs mostly 
from ordinary parish revenues. 
You can see what kind of pres­
sure that puts on him. Also, 
because of it, the parishioners 
remain largely unaware of the 
financial burden that the school 
is. So we need.better communi­
cations. 

We think the first step is 
for the pastor to acquaint a 
parish school board with the 
precise needs of the schools, 
and to ask them to develop 
policies which will not only in­
sure the continuing quality of 
the education in the school, 
but will also seek ways and 
means to. solve the financial 
problems until wc get that pub^ 
lie support I was talking about 
a minute ago. 

The tragic part is that there 
is a lot of money around avail-
abl to Catholic education which 
we never try to get. For in­
stance we never ask people 
with the financial resources to 
Invest their money in a worth­
while- cause — Catholic educa­
tion. The colleges have done fe 
fine job of this—why can't it 
be done on the elementary and 
secondary level? 

Ultimately, I don't know the 
answers to the problems in 
your specific parish. In fact, 
it's not my business to know 
them. It's up to you who pay 
the bills to come up with the 
answers to the problems. I can 
point out trends, and tell you 
what they've done in other 
places with varying degrees of 
success, but can't provide 
ready-made answers to these 
kinds of problems. 

Q. How do wc go about get­
ting this kind of a parish or­
ganization going? 

A. Well you can go to the 
Catholic Educational Congress 
which is held in May every 
year at Nazareth College. Quite 
a lot of these problems and the 
answers to these problems are 
discussed there. You can also 
make contact with Citizens for 
Educational Freedom. They 
are the organization that won 
the free textbooks for your 
children in grades 7-12, begin 
ning next September. 

Q. Why don't we concentrate 
on high schools and forget ele­
mentary schools? 

Msgr. Rigney 

Monsignor Raymond P. Rig­
ney,.. Superintendent of Schools 
of the" Archdiocese of New 
York will be the keyn6te speak­
er at the Second Annual Con­
ference "of the Catholic Educa­
tional Congress on Saturday, 
~ay~~2l7" The—theme—of^-this-
year's conference, to be held at 
Nazareth College, is "Innova­
tion and Change in Catholic 
Education." 

Monsignor Rigney .was ap­
pointed;- Assistant Superintend­
ent of Schools in the Archdio­
cese of New York in 1945 and 
was named Superintendent of 
Schools in 1964. He holds a doc­
toral degree in education from 
New York University. 

His professional memberships 
include,the following: Superin­
tendents' Department, National 
Catholic Educational Associa­
tion; New York State Council 
of Catholic School Superintend­
ent's; Executive Board, Na­
tional Catholic Music Educators 
Association; and the Academy 

ing them. But I don't think we 
should do that yet. 

The Archdiocese of Cincin­
nati closed all the first grades 
last year. The overhead was 
cut down, but so was the num­
ber of children they have in 
Catholic schools. I think they 
were far too quick to eliminate 
grades. At least I could say so 
with a great deal of confidence 
for our own area. This area is 
economically very sound" So 
why should we think of re-

of Public Education, New York 
City. > 

Monsignor Rigney is author 
of the Administrative Manual 
for Elementary-Schools,, for the 
Archdiocese' of New York; is 
supervisidning editor for "Pub 

and serves o n the editorial'ad­
visory boards of aeverajt^ther 
publications. • ' • ( ^ 
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^Those f ishing to -atten^ 
conference may d o so-byi* 
ing the registration fee of $5,00 
which covers the daylong CQ 
fcrence to: 

Catholic Educational . Con­
gress, 4245 East Ave., Roches­
ter, N.Y. 14610. 

lications for Catholic Youth" 
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First, then, we must' 
you aware of what the 

make 
prob' 

so that you can make some of 
these meaningful contributions 
I referred to before. And sec­
ondly, we have to work in the 

• A 
ing 
think 

There we go again, jurnj)-
to conclusions!' I don't 

we're ready to answer 
lcms-aro--in-€athe4ie education that-question yet. It is trje 

that the easiest way to solve 
problem is to get rid of it. So 
wc could solve the problems of 
the elementary schools by clos-

GOD LOVE YOU to S.C.M. for $200 . . . to an 
anonymous 86-year-old lady for her gift of $50. . . 
to Mrs. A.F. for $10. "Having received an unexpected 
increase In my widow's pension, I want to share my 
good fortune with the less, fortunate.." 

In answer to innumerable demands, the recorded 
-tatts-i)f-«srnnT-Fnrton J. Sheen, which4ieHM>s--used--prU-
vatefy for over 40 years to help people of all faiths find 
meaning and deeper happiness in life, are now available 
to the general public on 25 records — THE LIFE IS 
WORTH 11VING SERIES, In SO talks of about 30 min­
utes each. His Excellency offers wise and inspiring guid­
ance on problems affecting all age groups, such as- love, 
marriage and raising children, suffering, anxiety and 
loneliness, alcoholism and death, as well as the princi­
ples of a Christian faith. Priced at $57.50 and sold only 
as a complete set, the,RCA custom L Phigh-fidelity album 
can be ordered from Bishop Fulton J. Sheen at his of­
fice, 368 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10001. 

MAKE YOUR MONEY WORK FOR YOU 
Invest it wisely and securely thr/ough our 

LIFE INCOME MISS ION CONTRACT 
( A N 1 A N N U I T Y ) 

and you wil I recei ve * 
A high rate of interest according 
to age mailed every month 

An assured dependable income 
as long, as you live. 

A remembrance in the pra'yers arid Masses of our 
S.V.D. missionaries throughout the world. 

NO CARE 

Cut out this column, pin your aacrlfice to It and 
mail it to Most Rev. Fulton J. Sheen, National Direc­
tor of The Society for the Propagation of the Faith, 
366 Fifth Avenue,l«Jew York^.N.Y. 10OO1, or to your 
Diocesan Director* Rev. John F. Duffy, 50 Chestnut 
Street, Rochester, New York 14604, 

Send me information on your Life Income Mission Contract. Amount! % 

Name : _ Age. 

"trenching? 

"Of course, if you parents 
demonstrate that you don't 
want your children in a Catho­
lic scnool, or it you are really 
nonest about it and feel that 
you con no longer support 
Catholic education, then I guess 
we must lace ihe tacts. Bui are 
you ready to say tnis today? 
A minute ago we talked aoout 
many possioilities for expand 
ing the support of Catholic ed 
ucacion. L»on t you thins these 
things bear investigation? It 
we close school now—whether 
we begin with the elementary 
schools or begin by closing 
down the high schools, then i 
Lhink we've failed, instead of 
trying to meet ihe challenge, 
we~~have- just- assumed a de­
featist attitude, which is the 
quickest way to be defeated. 

Q. What about shared time? 
tVou.dnt that solve our prob-. 
lems. 

A-Again, it solves the prob­
lems by eliminating a part of 

atnoiic education. Many feel 
inat when we begin to send our 
children to a Catholic school 
Half time, it wont be'long un­
til We begin to send them to 
a public school full time. 

Besides, you talk here about 
two schools and this means 
divided loyalties. It also means 
administrative problems. Are 
you going to bus the children 
back and forth? In those iso­
lated instances where a public 
school and a Catholic school 
are built back to back it can 
be a wonderful advantage. But 
in most of the cases it isn't. 

I see shared time',as an ex­
cellent opportunity for our chil­
dren to take advantage of in­
dustrial arts courses, where the 
equipment is , expensive and 
where we have never beeu able 
to provide facilities. But at best, 
I think it's a very limited solu­
tion to a very few of our prob­
lems. Shared services would be 
better—where the public school 
would send special iteachers to 
our schools to teach the chil­
dren. We're doing this now un­
der some sections of the Ele­
mentary and Secondary Educa­
tion Act. That should be ex­
panded. It's preferable because 
it provides the service to the 
child where he is. 

Q. I guess, you're saying that 
we should all get in there and 
pitch to solve these problems 

A. Absolutely. We've got too 
many wejr trained, people sit­
ting on the sidelines watching 
the battle go back and forth 
They are the ones who should 
be involved. But not in a sense 
of carping criticism. No, we 
don't need critics,, we. have 
enough. There are altogether 
too many people who would 
like to see Catholic schools pass 
out of existence. What we do 
need Is the best minds we have 
all working to solve these prob­
lems. 

In concluding, I hope that I 
have made the problems of 
Catholic education very per 
sonal to you, that you will want 
to do more to provide a good 
education forjrour child. You 
should go ouTf"" 
your sleeves, an< 
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na sfey; 

"Now, what'can I do?" 

Comments or' inquiries on 
this or any article in the series 
may be addressed to: 

' Catholic Educational Con­
gress, 4245 East, Avenue, Roch­
ester, N.Y. 14610. 

Heads Students 
Margaret E. Beuerlein,. has 

been elected president of the 
D'Youville College Resident 
Student Government Associa­
tion for the school year of 1966-
67. Miss Beuerlein. is a Junior 
History Major and the daughter 
ot Mr. and Mrs. J. Frederick 
Beuerlein, &$» Morris. She is 

, a graduate of Mt. Morris Cen-
RTal School and St. Pt tr icrs 
School. 
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