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Bishop Casey’s prayexs focus on the altar where he beginas Mass diily o @&:30 =a.m.
and where he concludes his day close to midnight with a visit to the Blesssed Sac.
rament.
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Paterson News Photo

“New Blsho of Paterson

By ANNE BUCKLEY

Sacred Heart Cathedril pariii —

is the biggest in the Rockxester
Diocese — in more ways than
its 8,000 members. It has prob-
ably the biggest pastor, too —
and not just because he stands
six feet two without his rmiter.

He Bishop Lawrénce B.
Casey, 60, Auxiliary of the dio-
cese;-named-Bishop-designate of
Paterson on Wednesday, March
9.

At the Cathedral for 13 wears,
Bishop Casey has been a pss-
tor who greets his.people afler
Mass even in a downpoux~ and

= ‘““Tiersonaﬂﬁmigm\‘!mut:thol
Sunday traffic jams; -who—eele—"

brates their daily €2 am
Mass, regulirly hears theix con-
fessnons blesses their babits,
visits their sick; -and--proud|

reports their annu al 258,00
Communions, 7,677 Legien of
Mary home visits and 4,085 Noc-
turnal Adoratlon holy hours.

Sacred Heart is big even on
the grammar school baskethll
courts where its boys have a
winning skein going past the
160-game mark. And i the
diocesan seminary, wheree one-
tenth of the students are boys
from Cathedral.

THE DAY AFTER it was an-
nounced he was to be-Biskxop of
Paterson the-trim and towrering

--man with the silver hixr ad

hearty, eye-crinkling smile wis

Anne Mae Buckley is fe.ature
editor of t]Je Advocate, rzeus-

__{mper of Etjje Newark arih-

diocese and Paterson d:acese
She came to Rockester £0 in-

ﬂ*temew ,,gBjsbop C'asey the

bzm Bulmp fPaterJon. This

article is reprinted. fmx'tlzr“

_Advocate. .

saynng 1t was too bad he

wouldn’t be around his Roches-
tex Cathedral parish this spring
to see “five of our girlxreceive
the nuns’ habit.”

But he was_also anticipating
with the excitement:-of a_man
tuned to Vatican Council II the
prospect of becoming the Ordi-

i

nary of a diocese in this time
of Cathxolic renewal.

“A Bishop's job now is a
pretty compHcated thing,” he
said, “and it is becoming more
complicated each year. He has
to keep his finger on the pulse
- . Athe . his- whele

_ contacty withpeople . —C
- has been, for most of kais 36

- —demeanor suggested a manx who

relishes nothing so much as
complicated tasks.

Despite his delighted irxwolve-
ment with parish life (“X like

years a2 priest, occu pled

e

= he— -

with the administration of the
diocese — as secretary to three
Bishops, 1s vice chancellor, vicar
general, and Auxiliary to Bishop
James E, Kearney, now 8$2. For

13yemxsin the episcopacy, Bish-
beEnthe X

op Case
of A llu‘y who merely fills
in on_ Confirmations.

THIE WAY he does his job is
a fuiscimting blend of highpow-

erad e!lldencr‘tna-mmmu;_m

warmth.

‘He is a man who wants
things done right, who keeps to
a time schedule and expeets
others to do the same," said one
priest-associate. “He s also a
mn who wants to avold hurting

in his dellings wlth priesu of

" "{he dXocefe all 371 of whom he

knows by name. RBishop_ Casey
has been diocesan “personnel
director” — and last June each
priest who was reassigned had a
personal visit with him to talk
over the change, or in the case
of speclal assignments, to accept
or decline.

_He also has a wide reputation
asa man of personal convictions
who will, nevertheless, listen to
—even seek out — the opinions

o1 vthiers, priests—and—tlay-peo-

ple, and often change his posi-
tion after hearing the other
side. It is, im fact, the new sig-
nificance of the laity that seems
to intrigue hlm most about Vati-
can IT. -

“Laymen will be playing din
increasingly important role,” he
sald. “They will have more to
do in the Church, and there
will be more dialogue between
clergy and laity.”

HIS PRACTICAL -approach
to pastoral problems is dem-
omtrated by the diacesan mor-
aforium on new construction




