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of the " public witnesseés festify-
ing — echoed President John-
son’s emphasis that hungry na-
tions must be encouraged to
help extricate themselves from
poverty's tentacles. In this re-
gard, a main stress of some testi-
mony was on the implementa-
tion of birth control programs
as well as on increased agricul-
‘ural production.

The religious spokesmen were
‘n hroad agreement that Amer-
ican overseas aid efforts should
involve more-than the giving of
just surplus commodities, that
the nation’s efforts should in-
crease_despite the scale of giv-

and  Couniry of the National
Council of Churches, suggested
that American farmers get di-
rectly involved in overseas aid
programs through formation of
a Farmers' Corps, modeled after
the Peace Corps. He envisioned
broad participation in the in.
ternational effort by a large
number of retired farmers.

Questions about the direct
connection between the distri-
bution of U.S. food and the
achievement of the country’s
foreign policy objectives were
raised by some churchmen.

Wilson, referring to the policy

as a bribe for purchasing ad-
herence to our political aims
.. . I believe that the purposes
of this legislation and the long:
ferm national interest of the
U.S. will best be served by a
posture of a concern for the
hungry whatever the political
complexion of their governments
might be.”

Father Vizzard was critical of
past programs of shipping only
surplus materials. In defense of
Administration hopes to elimi-
nate this concept in the Food
for Freedom Act, he said:
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ing by other countries ahd that
in addition {o material goods
the U.S. must share its techni-
cal knowledge in such areas as
land cultivation and conserva-
tion, transpori handling and the
'establishment  of— indigenous
voluntary agencies.

_Though, as pointed out by Sen.
‘Allen J. Ellender (D-La.).
chairman of the Senate Agricul-
ture and Forestry Committee,
$110 billion in **American lar-
gesse” has been distributed over-
seas in the last 16 years, the
church representatives saw the
country as hardly doing enouzh.

E. Raymond Wilson, execu-

or-atdimg only Irendly™ ia-
tions, commented, “The Scrip-
tural injunction, ‘If thine enemy
hunger, feed him,” has never
heen repealed.” The Quaker
leader also suggested that “food
may have an important place in
the tortuous process of worl(_l’
reconciliation and the changing|
of enemies into friends.” He
added: ‘

“The . U.S. should not be a
party to providing them (Com-
mumst countries) with any re.-
son qr excuse for engaging in
political or territorial expansion
in order to get access to food.
Here is a place where simple

hungry people of the world as
a waste disposal. We had cer-
tain surpluses we did not know
what to do with. They were em-
barassing us. They were costing
us a great deal of money. Our
attitude was, well, where can
we et rid of these surpluses?
We thought of the hungry in a

of winniTig the war against hun-
ger without a drastic reduction
in the rat¢e of population in-
crease” He advocated use of
some of the local national cur-
rencies accrued under the pres-
ent food bill (Public Law 480)
in financing programs empha-
sizing maternal, child health,
nutrition and family planning
services. o

Mr. Confer said he would be
“very hesitant”’ to see the U.S.
undertake an increased food
donation program, “unless it
straight-forwardly strives for
progress in the control of popu-

as a private individ !
lieved public family ‘planning
programs are necessary through-

On population control both|gu¢ the world, open to anyone

who, in good conscience, can
participate.

Father Vizzard said that the
document on religious freedom
adopted by the Vatican_Council,
in his -estimation, makes it
necessary that this right to par-
ticipate, or not to participate
be open. There is, no freedom,
he added, “if the means to fol-
low it are not available. There
are vast numbers of people in
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the world who neither have
the knowledge nor the financial
means to follow their consci-
ence -in-the matter_of birth

Al of the Witnes§es' were
rather general in their empha-

|sis— that—increased -pxoduction

know-how locally must take
over if the “freedom” aspect of

Ithe bill is_to. be realized: The

ultimate objective is to make
undernourished nations more
able to cope with their own
needs, utilizing their manpow-
er and land area effectively,
rather than depending . on doles
from the U.S., it was stressed.
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came from Father Vizzard after
he had briefly alluded to the
problem of population in his
priest, under questioning by
he was not speaking for either
his agency or the Catholic
Church on the issue, added that
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