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the pastor preacheé over ten minutes, he's long winded;

his sermon i§"short; he-didn't-prepare-it-—-- -

the parish funds are low, he’s a poor business man,
he. mentions money, he's money mad.

National

By Father John P. Foley
ANL.W.C. News Service)

New York—A pioneer Amer-

ian  eccumenical " organization -

here quietly celebrated its 15th
wniversary — and quickly
stepped across the threshold to

- -he owns-a-car-he's-worldly; .

he doesn’t, he’s too late for sick calls. .

he visits his parishioners he’s nosey;
he doesn’t, he’s being snobbish.

he has fairs and bazaars he’s bleeding the people;
he doesn't, there isn't any life in the parish.

The Na tionnal Council of
Churches, an amalgam of a doz-
en interdengminational organi.
zutions which fused in Decem-
ber, 1950, is a cooperative
agency of 30 Protestant and
Orthodox churches in the United
States which have a total mem-

Council Develops ‘C

Dialogue with the world on
behalf of the member churches

equally dramatic phase of NCC's
program.

. Last Dec. 3, NCC's general
TABW T4 ol seurenism — ————beard;“the-organization’s-elected——

governing body, issued a policy

statement’ ~on~ ~Viethaifi,” The -

statement said: “We believe
that a solution of the problem
in Vietnam can be essentially
advanced only when action- is

moved from the battlefield to -

the conference table.”

ucation” and on “Responsible
Parenthood,” v

are not binding on the member
churches of the National Coun-

~ell,” thiéy “do emierge from the

.onsensus.

. o — e s e e -vmv—w-" Mg B .s . 3
is only part of the organization’s - -- past meetings include state *-
. program. ments on “Federal Aid to Ed-

-—is-another-important-and-often—-——=Yv0le such._policy statements

y - e PN

of Churches.

i

—- - @ Providing basic publication

and information-clearing-house

services for member_churches,
The National Council, of

Churches operates on an annual

of which is provided by the
member denominations.

-.meetings_of_the. geng

and the larger general assemnbly

-only when a-strong consensus -

of opinion exists within one
of the two governing bodies.
The Vietnam policy statement
was approved by a 93-to-10 vote
of the general board,

Among the many other sig-
nificant _proj which_h

T he-starts-Mass-late; “Ire’s olding up-the congregation:

he take§ time in the confessional, he’s too long;
he doesn’t, he’s not a good confessor
£

he starts Mass right on Athe minute, his watch is fast;

he redecorates church, he’s spending too much- money;
he doesn’t; he’s letting it run down.

he’s young, he’s not experienced;
" he’s old, he should be retired:-

he dies—there’s no one who will ever replace him!

~ from Pastoral Life magazine-

-
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Priests, Artisans

bership of 42 million persons.

In an accompanying message
to its member churches on the

The Council's mast recent and — Vietnamn question, the NCC gen-

dramatic ecumenical effort has
been its continuing dialogue
with—the—Catholic—Church—a

eral board said:
“Support the efforts of the

been under the direction of
the National Council of
Churches are: .

¢ The translation and publi-
cation of the Revised Standard

Evén the Jocation of the NCC
offices is indicative of the or-
ganization’s ecumenical orienta-
tion. The 19-story Interchurch
Center,
Hudson River from its com-
manding position on Riverside

Drive-in--upper-M-an-hattan,

serves as well as for the Na-
tonal-Councilt

ican office of the W;)rld Council .

of .Churches is also located in
the building.

which overlooks the .

_ Edwin T.. Dahlberg, who served

as president of the National
Council of Churches from 1957
to 1960. Dr. Dahlberg ‘is now I
minister-in-residence at - Crozer

T pudget of 314 iillion; nrost-————TFheological Seminary, Chester, -

. Pa. .

The.current-president—of-the—
National Council is 67-years-old
Bishop Reuben H. Mueller, of
Indianapolis, Ind., the presiding
bishop of the 750,000 Evan-
gelical United Brethren Church.

The. top executive for most

of the day-to-day work of the

- National—Councilisits generat

secretal Dr. R. H.Edwin

" Espy, a Baptist with a wide

background of ecumenical ex-
periencg.

Jeeme o

The gleamixig whité limestone

dialogue which was stimulated
by the initiatives of Pope John
XX¥II and the recently con-
cluded Second Vatican Council,
and a dialogue which is as-
suming new form and bearing

signnificant- -fruit - in - the 1966 .

Week of Prayer for Christian
Unity which begins Jan. 18.

" One of the most significant
resualts of the continuing Cath-
olic - Protestant - Orthodox dia-
-logue is a _joint prayer service

" to be used during the Week

of Prayer for Christian Unity,
A leaflet containing the prayers
for the service was sponsored
byy the National Council of
Churches and the World Coun-
cl of Churches and was rec-
ommended hy the U.S. Cath-

. ollc  Bishops' Commission for

Ecumenleal Affairs.
A new form in the interfaith

Or Automatons e

A yéung priest at his ordination places his folded ’
hands in the hands of the bishop and promises him

—————————“‘reverenee--and-obedience.”

dinlogue”—a joint project of

the National Council of
Churches’ Division of Christian
Unity and the national office
of the Confraternity of Chris-

Monsignor Thomas F. Connors, the venerable priest
of Blessed Sacrament parish, Rochester, made that
promise in 1898. Recently when he reminiced on his 67
years in the priesthood, he said he had “never know-
ingly broken that promise.”

For M‘onsignor Connors, the. promise was not light-
ly taken and the realization that it has been so faithfully
kept was obviously a great consolation to him.

- e The quiet-devotion-to-duty by Monsignor-Connors -

for so many years has never made the headlines and we
think it deserves at least the publicity we give it here
in order to counteract the almost daily diet of news
reports about a very different kind of priest—the out-
spoken, opinionated and seemingly disobedient Father
Gommar A. DePauw.

Father DePauw is not alone in the priesthood these
days in facing a crisis of obedience.

éatdinaLSuhatd,__u_w_l:ematkahle_Amhhlshnp of
Paris twenty years ago, sald that cvery priest must be
a “minister of restlessness”— he has to be “the artisan
of the future, of the new order that is developing within
the souls of individual men, as well as in the stream of
history.”

) The Cardinal of Paris back in 1949 could only
dimly see the ch i '

g

when World War II ended.

_ Priests who took the Cardinal's advice to be “arti-
sans of the future” and plunged into the turbulent
issues of our time — war and peace, civil rights, new
ethical outlooks, soaring populations and the growing
specter of faminc — were often told by both prelates
and lay people to go back to their rectories — to spend
their time writing out baptismal certificates, babysit
leenage picnics and referee domestic battles.

It is little wonder that some priests, remembering
that St. Paul told Timothy, “there is no imprisoning the
word of God,” decided they owed obedience to an
authority higher than the one that hemmed them in.

This is that “crisis of obedience” which has puzzled
and sometimes scandalized Catholics as they read about
priests acting in defiance of their bishops.

Again Cardinal Suhard with a rare wisdo i-
cipated this time of crisis. m anti

The disobedient priest is convinced he is called
by God to do something which his bishop forbids him
to do — march in civil rights demonstrations, picket for
pea:se. advocate a change in the Church's moral pre-
cepts. : .

_ . Convinced tpodgh ‘he is on such-topics, the priest
best manifests his unwavering trust in the Holy Spirit's

_Buidance of the Church, said Cardinal Suhard, ‘‘by his

ready and wholehearted docility to the Church’s pre-
cepts and suggestions as made known to him through
Christ’s vicar on earth and his own bishop.” -

The double tragedy of Father DePauw is that he
not only obviously lacks that trust but that he even fails
to be an “artisan of the future”—he is but.the pitiful
voice of one who pleads for the impossible return of
“the good old days.”: .
. So we come back to our own Monsignor Connors—
the priest who has proved in his long priestly life that
obedience brings peace not a crisis. ‘

- - What a joy for.other priests -too- who are-also-able

to discover that both the command of their bishop and

thin-Boctrirre—Thre—*living-room--
dislogue” movement — a grass
roots exercise in ecumenism—
is being promoted on a nation-
wide basis during the Week
of Prayer for Christian Unity.

The bhasic purpose of the

~ movement is to help laymen and

laywomen te hecome more fa-
millar with the fundamental
tenets of each other's churches
anl to strengthen their under-

stnding of thelr own religious — ~Jevout

\bcllels.

A 256page puide to seven
model “living room dialogues”
was edited jointly by Father
William B. Greenspun, CS.P.,
of the Confraternity of Chris-
tisn  Doctrine’s Apostolate of
Good Wil and the Rev. William
A. Norgren, executive director
of NCC's Faith and Order De-

__partmment,

National Council of Churches in
an approach to the World Coun-
cil of Churches and Pope Paul
VI in a common attempt to mo-
bilize the world-wide Christian

* community in support of a just

alternative to war.” __. -
statements

" Vérsion -oT‘{ﬁg Bible

e The resettlement in “the

United States of 1}5,(}0@ refu-

gees.

o The mdintenance of an ex-
tensive relief program through
Church World Service.

structure sfands on a ONE-CIty-
block site donated by the late
John D. Rockefeller, Jr., who
also donated $2 million of the
$20 million needed to complete
the center.

An exhibit room on the

Dr. Espy served 11 lyea:;s ]
dent YMCA and was the first ‘
American on the Geneva staff
of the Provisional Committee of
the World Council of Churches.

From his office on Riverside
Drive in New York, Dr. Espy
directs- the coopeérative- efforts

- of .30 American Christian de-

Other policy e Production of radio and ground floor of the Interchurch 0 A -
issued by the general hoard in television programs. Center is a tribute to Dr nominations. ' ’ ' .
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on't burn Your Missals Ye ‘f the Te
. - J. Collir

(This article is reprinted
from ‘America’ magazine.)

By REV. C. J.
McNASPY, SJ.

“I like to %o to Mass where

rything
Latin,” .protested the gentle lit-
tle. mgn: “That way-I can go on
using my missal, as I've been
doing for years. So, after con-
tributing to my parish, I send

- what's1eft of my-tax-deductible

funds to that Traditionalist
Movement. I like my missal!”

Nonplussed, I sputtered some.
thing about my own -fondness
for the missal and tried to as-
sure my friend that the “new
liturgy” didn't really mean the
end of what is often called the
_missal age.

He seemed unconvinced, and
I _pgather that a number of other
people share his dis
tress, _ .

“We may as well face it,” said
a progressive-minded bishop
who was visiting us recently.
"“Missals are out.”

Thus set upon from both
right and left, I was coerced
into some rethinking. Publish-
ers, (oo, we hear, are In a state
approaching panlc — not so
much about recent changes and

titled “The People, the Missal
and the Bible,” and it will be

available for your perusal once '

the proceedings are printed.

Mrs. Ryan reminds -us: “It is
here, in the liturgy, that the

Church's understanding of
Scripture . , here above all’
that Scripture is the living
Word of God, addressed to us
here and now.” She grants that
homily is meant to be-the- pri-
mary means whereby God's
Word, prochimed in the Mass,
is opened to us and shown in
its relevance to our lives. With
no cynicism, but (I suspect) re
calling the dismal preaching
borne during years of Mass at-
tendance, she adds: “If we are
going to wait until every hom-
ily effectively does this, we are
going to wait a long time.” Who
cannot corro borate that
prophigcy? e

This means that we are doing
an injustice to the Word of God
if we do no more than sit
through the reading of Epistle

is—quiet—ami— i whole _COntext _gives  If  te -~ {yreinthe-liturgy  the—core—of

and Gospel—“proclaimed” or
not, though more often not —
and then submit to what com-

monly passes for a homily. We -

can and should, says Mrs: Ryan,
do “prayerful study of Scrip-
ture ourselves, making Scrip-

our personal prayer life.”
Yes, but why bother with mis-

sals? Isn’t all Scripture there. -

for our spiritual growth? Can’t

-- we open our Bible anywhere?
Granted. But no .one should for-

get that Holy Scripture is given
us in and by the Church. and
that there is a special vaiye in
meditating on those texts pro-
posed to us by the Church.

“In this way,” continues Mrs.
Ryan, “one is praying with the
Church, learning to know Christ
better with the effort of the
praying Church in the context

-of-theChurch’s life.” e

And it is too plain to need
emphasis that this must be
done before Mass, at home, in
one’s family (or chamber, as

The “living room dialogues”
were  initiated in a pilot pro-
grnm in Worcester, Mass., in
January, 1965, and the success
of thiose “ewvenings of Christian

friendship” _in ,Which almost - persu
1500 CaESTRLER Protestants” ~Sahewe-are ssuredy made sense
from 1007cotgtegations partiei™ - 3?*'. T

pated led to the decision to-

promote the movement nation-
ally.
Dialogue with Catholicism,

however, while it is one of the
more drimalic activities of the
National Council of Churches,

Blind" Spots
In Ecumenism

Washington — (RNS) — A
lending Protestant authority on
the ecumenicalm ove ment
warned here that unless church
leaders get clear in their minds
what ecumenicity is all about,
there is serious danger that the
upsurge in interreligious coop-
erative programs will become a
substitute for the real intent of
the ecumenical movement.

The Rev. William A. Norgren,
an Episcopal priest who is the
director of the National Council
of Churches’ Department of
Faith and Order Studies, said,
on the other hand, there is the
danger of pushing the spiritual
side of ecurmenism blindly to the
poirat-that there is @ resultant *
“religious meutralism, indiffer-
entism and syneretism.”

Along with Msgr. William W.
Baam, executive director of the
US. Catholic Bishops' Commis-
slomx for Beumenical Affairs, MT.
Norgren set the tone for panel
discussions by 100 or more
Naval chaplains on the ecumeni-
cil ministry. The chaplains were
taking part in the 1966 Super-
visory Chaplains Conference,
with Protestant, Catholic, Jew.
ish and Eastern Orthodox rep.
resentatives on. hand.

the call of God in their conscience are not a dissonance.

— Father Henry Ancell o
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You can continue tc
help Bishop Kearney.
in his work for

immortal souls,

* More schools are needed for children
with special problems.

Include the Diocese of Rochester in your will or for
further details phone, 454-1155, or write the
~ Chancery, 50 Chesinut St., Rochester, N.Y.

By GARY MacEOIN

Left, . ..

"Virtually cverywhere, from the top to
"7 1the Dolfoin and from the Right to the
a general distrust and suspicion
of the Johnson administration and a very

impending Turther changes,
which they can cope with, but
about the whole thing: are we
moving Inte a post-missal era?

The affirmative can mount _a
pretty persuaslve case. The mis-

,',‘bamgﬁﬁm L ARYs 2of the
liturgical move was
- indispensab en-to open

up the Church's treasury of
Scripture and prayer to an un-
enlightened generation. It mark-
ed a step, indeed a leap, from
dim isolationist, solipsistic piety
into the bright day of social
worship.

But, the argument goes, now
that the Constitution on the
Sacred Liturgy has passed (and
is being implemented, though
stumblingly in some dioceses),
,the private missal becomes the
same sort of crutch during Mass
that the rosary used to be. Or
better, not a crutch so much as
a key cnabling the devout to
enter into a private spiritual
chamber and shut out eor blur
the most communitarian of
Christian experiences. So we're
now in the burn-your-missal

age, not back in the 1930's. Get .. —

with it, man.

Then, as though to give the
coup de grace to missal defend.
ers, the Liturgical Conference
announced its forthcoming pub-
lication, “The Book of Catholic
Worship"—B32 pages of propers
(save for Epistle and Gospel),
hymns and Mass settings, in
sturdy hard-cover binding, and
all at a fantastically low bulk
price. What further use for mis-
sals? .

The case seems to me no
straw soldler to be easily top-
pled by some gquick puff of refu.
tation:” In perfect candor, I'm

. not at all sure what I'd be pre-

pared to do today were I in the
missal publishing business.

Then there poppéd into mind

a remarkable talk heard at the
past summer's Liturgical Week
in Chicago, given by that stal-
- wart of the liturgical renewal,

Mary Perkins Ryan. It was

a 2-month ‘tour of nine Latin American
countries, and what 1 then saw and heard
fell into the same pattern,

The intensified anti-United States senti;
ment does npt flowymergly f_'rp*m out

from_ the my:
overfiow the

.a
Liturgy and Life
Father Paul C. Bussard, a priest of the St. Paul arch-
diocese, has heen one of the chief advocates of a full
participation of the laity in the liturgical worship of
- the Church for nearly four decades. One of the found-
ing editors of the Catholic Digest, Father Bussard
also served as an associate editor of Orate Fratres
(Worship) and wrote a syndicated column on the Mass
for US. diocesan weeklies. His ‘“Leaflet Missal”
continues to pluce the Sunday Mass fexts into the
hands of millions of Americans. The 61 - year - old

- priest’s writings include: “If I Be Lifted Up” (1929),

“Living Source” ('36), “Staircase to a Star” ('38), “The
Vernacular Missal in Religious Education” (37), and
“The Meaning of the Mass” (co-author, '42).

strings

wide anli-American feeling.”” That is what———spensership—sAd—sapport—sf—militarydic- T

columnist Walter Lippmann found on a

tions with the L.atin Americdans continue
to deteriorate, he sums up. There is *‘an
urgent, almost desperate. need for change

al the liighest levels in Washington.”

" "In" Rome, during’the last sdssion of the
Coumcil, I talked fo scores of Latin Amer-
fun bishoprs, advisers to bishops, and
‘newsmen. Almost without exception, the

views they expresséd to nmié confirm the
- woncluson  which Lippmann has now

reiched,

They find Washington talking rapid so-
clal progress while ready. to use force to
* block social change. They find the United
States public bored with Latin  America
while concerned about less urgent prob-
lems of their own country and the other
continents. Earlier in 1965, I had made

as usual.”

tatorships. Many are willing to concede

rat-tough-eontrols—are—needed-to-end-in
flation and corruption, and ‘to accumu
later capital by curbing the antisocial
spending of the wealthy.

': What they do not_understand Is how
Washington can confine its concern to
the military elements of the equition.
“The dictatorship holds back the ex-
plosign, but If the social and population
pressures continue to mount, as they are
'mounting; the day of the catastrophic re-
lease has té come,” one bishop said to me.
. “You provide_a_hreathing space in which.
to work frantically for soclal progress,
and then you fritter it away in business

As fbj:.the Alliance for Progress, few
take it seriously these days. “Try to look
honestly at_the economic facts;”” another

—«mlmupmuwimmsummmumlmmulmlmuwu'uMmM-l-c‘l.mumunuuwwm\mumlmuguu_n_munm:mummmumummul|;|nm|mm||||m|:|||||||m||m||m|ummlllllIm|llllIlllillllIlllIllllllllllllll!lllllllllHIlllllmlllIIINIlIllllllllI!l!llill!lll!lllllllllull'llu1|||l|||!||lml||lIl|luunlllllum||mlmnmumillmtumuuu;imuuu||uuuum|||mum(mumunnummuumj.A,, -

—Have We a Latin- American Policy

bishop said to me. “The aid you offer
bears no realistic relationship to the needs,
nor indeed to your ability to.help. The
attached have become chains.
Only United States big business benefits.
Each year the gap between our living
“yours grows wider. Each
year, you withdraw more capital in in-

--—---—- —sing thé fine introductions to

the Bible and the Constitution
put it). ‘There is not time
enough during Mass, , ---
. —-Once agatii let me quote Mrs.
Ryan, a housewife: “The true
fact is, I very strongly belleve,
that the real day of the missal
as—an—indispensable—tool—for— —
growth in the knowledge of God

Father

:,,f.____\l_o_c

is just beginning.” Hornell —
s gluning national” ‘Wee
She adds (amd I could not Christian Ui

agree more strongly): “We also
need the kind of commentaries
provided by a good modern
missal,” such as “The Layman’s
Missal,” the "“Maryknoll Mis
sal,”” the “Bible Missal" and the

whelmed” cle
dents of Horr
seen success.

-Nearly 1,0(
residents da

larger editions of the “St. An- church

" parti
drew Missal. event—unique

In fact, as more and more - Hornell.

modern catechists are discover- .
ing, the missal, especially in Umtm
one of these splendidly enrich- the participat
ed editions, makes an ideal in- day of the ur
strument for religious instruc- p.m. The op

T Jan. I8 was 1t
with the rece:
tor, Father J
livering the 1

tion both at home and in class.
While going over the final
proofs of “‘Our Changing Litur-
gy" (published recently by
Hawthorn Books), I was happy

to find that even before hearing The prayer
Mrs. Ryan’s talk I had written culmination

the following: “Perhaps on the planning by
evening before, or in the car eight partic

on the way to church, mother
or father could expialn the
meaning of what is to come,

On the steer_i:

gunmnnmmmuumlm

Sundays or feast days as given
in, . .” (here appears the same
list of missals mentioned
above.)

and we no longer have to lug
our misssls to charch, we will
still need them at home. This
for meditation, additional read-
ing and pointed ‘““family -homl-
Hes.”

In fact, one wonders who will
be the first publisher to pro- .
duce a large family-sized mis— - o
sal, handsomely illustrated and
bolstered with commentaries
for family use, aimed at a mar-

: aps—a—million_or . _ ]}

more.

The Constitution on the Sac-
red Liturgy reminds us that the
Church offers another official
prayerbook for our spiritual
sustenance: “The laity, too, are |
encouraged to pray the Divine i
Office . . . even individually.” i
Benziger has just issued an at-
tractive English volunie, *Morn-
ing and Eveninig Prayers of the
Divine Office” (Lauds, Vespers
and Compline for the entire
year). The print is large and
quite legible, and the price
reasonable (846p. $5.95).

As the Constitution explains,
Lauds and Vespers are the “two
hinges” and the *chief hours”
of the Divine Office, for priests,
religious and faithful.

So np one should suppose
that we are at the end of the
renewal. Further and less mar-
ginal reforms are under way,
though it is anyome’s guess
whether we are to see them
within three or five years. They
will include s far richer. selec-
tion of biblical readings as -
promised in the Constitution, a
better structured and more
luminous shapé of the liturgy,
and other pastoral improve-
ments. Meanwhile, we can do
more than wait fretfully; we
can make fuller use of our pres-

- ent missals. -

the Council said in Schema 13 on man’s
new realization of his powers, of what
thie Brazilians call “‘conscientizacao,” the
developmernt of group awareness, “Pas-
sivity is a thing of the past,” an-arch-
bishop told mé. “Even at the lowest levels,
people are rapidly growing aware of what
is happening in the morld and.what can

transform

lerest, dividends, repatriation of principal
and inflated prices for the goods we must
import than we get for our exparts plus
Alliance aid, Our capital needs for de-
. velopment grow. Our available capital
diminishes. This—is some
suspected, but riow it is fully’ documented
by United Nations studies.” ‘

The mood of these and other speakers
was one of sorrow mote than anger. “We
areé going ‘to transform Latin Americy,”
one sald to me. “We have no cholce. If
you-lack the enlightened self-interest -to
help us, we'll do it in spite of you and —
if necessary — against you.”

The confidence that Latin America can
itself by
something new. Several bishops expressed
it to me, usually in the context of what

ifig” we long

its own efforts is

happen in their own backyard.”
“If the people-in the United Stafes ever

in this century of rapid development with-
out external help. A preliminary step is
to seize all fixed assets ind to suspend
practically all trading with the wutside.
Your busiessmen won't " like that. ‘Next
comes the stage of zenophobia, then that

of aggressiveness,
nuclear bombs along with the ability to .
manufacture them. No; I don't think there . - | \ 1
is much reason .to be relieved at
prospect." .

find that out,” I suggested, “they will be mone
mightily relieved to know they don’t have .
o-underwrite—the—transformation:* is-ea
“That is for them to decide,” ‘hevanswer- Colur
ed. “They have at least two Case histories ot

then the need for

———— ]

the
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