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Bx JAD_I,ES C. FO’NEILL ,

Vatican- City—(NC)—Hlstory
was made. at the Nov. 18 public|,

. imeeting of _the Second Vatican

‘Couneil ‘when an ecumenical
couneil- for—the first™time voted
*lto accept a decree. dealing ex-
clusively with ‘the_nature__char-
acter and types of - the duties of|.
laymen and their active role
in the Church’s mission of

'pre.aehiqg Christ ‘to all people.

By an overwhelming vote of
the bishops gave
approval to a 9,000-word
decree dealing with the apos-
tolate of ‘the laity. .

Then Pope Paul VI solemnly

-—approved and premulgateé -the{—

decree which is looked upon
as @ Magna Carta for the future
activity of laymen —not only
'those working in professionatl
fields but for all Catholics
wherever they are.

The decree states basic prin-

_ciples_and.gives-pastoral-direcs

tives to guide the lay aposto-
late. It derives the duty and

“lright of laymen #to “participate

activély in the Church’s mission|!
from the fact that all the faith-
ful are the People- of God and
that thelr share of responsibil-
ity for spreading the Kingdom
of God on earth is. “proper and
indispensable. . . . In fact mod.
ern  conditions _demand _tha
their apostolate be broadened
and intensified.”

' THE DECREE consists of an
introduction and six chapters.

Chapter one deals with the
vocation of the laity to the
apostolate. Chapter two treats
of the objectives of this aposto-
late. Chapter three reviews in
general terms the varfous fields
of the apostolate. Chapter four
discusses various fgrms of the
apostolate. Chapter five treats
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Jlof the relationships among the

forms of the apostolate in the
world, Chapter six sets down
the principles to guide the for-
mation of lay apostles.

- In chapter one it is observed
that just as parts of a.living
body cannot be merely passive,
50 too the parts of the Body
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Jand confirmation.

of Christ—which’is the Church_tives .of the lay :apostolatc and to the Church commuhlty their
‘7 [—-{afinot be passxve

“Indeed, the organic, union
in this body and the structure
of the members is .so_compact |
that the member who fails to

takes into account that “God’s
plan for the world is that men
should work together to renew

Counc:ls Magna Carfa on fhe Laity

ool

slown @iid the world's problems
as -well as questions concerning
human salvation—all ‘of which
they should examine and re

and censlantly perfect the tem:
-poral—ordex -

make* his—proper=—contributiorn
to the development of the
Church nor tor himself”

Notmg thdt in the Church
“there is a dlve\rsny of ministry
but .a oneness_of missior1,” the
decree states that “the laity
derives the right and duty to
the apostolate from their union
with Christ, the Head"” through
baptism into the Mystical Body-

_At the outset the decree

Yand promoted in

decree recognizes the good
things that are to be fournd
the world.
“All those things which make
up the temporal order, namely
[the good things of life and thie
prosperity of the family, cul
ture, economic matters, arts and
professions, the laws 6f the po,
litical community, international
relations and other matters: oﬁ
this kind. . not only aid it
the attamment ‘of - manis-ylti

notes that bhecause individual
laymen are united ~with Christ
in the Church, the success of
the apostolate . depends upon
their living union with Christ
which is nourished by the lit-
urgy, frequemting “the sacra-
ments and “their constant striv-
ing—for—individuak—perfection
in- holiness.

Moreover, it is stated that
the “plan for the spiritual life
of the laity should take its par-
ticular character “from their
married or family state or their
single or widowed _state, from
their state of health( and from
their professional and™ Sbei
activity. They should not cease

ties_and talents bestowed on
them in accord with these ton-
ditions of life, and they should
make use of the gifts which
they have received -from the
Holy Spirit.”

Chapter two notes thiat the
laity, in sharing the Church’'s
mission, “‘exercise their aposto-
late both in the worll and in
the Church, in -both tife—spiri-
taal-and temporal orders. .. .
In both orders, laymen, being
simullaneously _belieyers -and
citizens, should be continuous-
ly led by the same Christian
conscience.”

It is stressed that the
Church’s mission—the salvation
of men—is in a special way en-
trusted to the clergy who
preach the word of God and

administer the sacraments. Yet,
“there are innumerable oppor-

tunitics- open—to-the—hitty—ford-

the exercise of their apostolate
of evangélization and sanctifica-
tion.”

Because of the condluons of
the present day in which new
problems are arising and seri-
ous errors tend to ‘“‘undermine
the foundations of religion, the
moral order and human society
itself,” the decree of the coun-
cil exhorts laymen according to
their capacities “to be More

'to "develop earnestly the quali-

L ing  fields

Fand The social milieu on the na

mate-goal but also possess—t‘m-:

= _imon.”
AS a consequerice of this, thef-

moday it is the greatest part of

inles fo_ affirm the right and
|duty of parents and guardians

solve—hy—deliberating—in—com:

| It begins—by—noting that--the

v
w

for the common good and pre-
paring the-wayfor .the-Gosxfelj

. The fourth chapter deals with
Various forms of the apostolate,

apostolate of tlie individual

P

But the laity’s cooperation in
Church communities should not
be limited only to the parish.
It should extend when neces
sary to ‘the “inter-parochial,
inter-diocesan, mational and in-
ternational fields.”

“Tuming to the subject of the
family, the decree stresses that

the apostolate of married cou

person “is the origin- and con-
rdition of the whole lay aposto-
lateé, even of the organized type,
and admits (\Qf no substitute.”

The document states that
there is a “very, urgent need™
for the- individual apostolate in
those places where the Church’s
freedom is seriously infringed
and where Catholics are few
in number and. widely separat-
ed, since individuals can do
many thmgs which priests may|
not be able to do,

I.eymun Reads

o L Pl o
Bishop's Rite

‘Waterford, Ireland —(INC)—
Premier Sean Lemiss of Ire-
land  read the epistle at the
consecration Mass here of Bish-

op Michael Russell of Witer- -

ford and Lismaore.

Both Lemass ar_xd' President

DEADLENE
_* HOND
- RIDAY

-

Eamon. de_Valera_had special
seats in the sanctuary of Holy
Trinity Cathedral for the Mass.

Four, prelates concelgbrated
the Mass in the vermcular, and
the Gospel was read in Irish _

" The offertory gifts were car-

| ried—-to_the altar in_procesion
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own intrinsic value.” !

While  acknowledging the
good things of this world, th,e
decree does not ignore man’s|
fallen~ nature and .the errors
that follow from it. It observes
that some persons in the pres
rentday “who have trustel ex:
cessively in the progress of the
natural sciences and technical
arts have fallen into an idolatry
of temporal things and hawe
become their slaves rather than
‘heir masters.”

To counterbalance this ten-
dency, the decree declares that
the laity “‘must take. wup the
renewal of the temporal order
as their own special obliga
tion.” . &

The first means of this.re
newal to be aceomplished by
laymen is the undertaking of
more charitable works. “These
charitable enterprises can and
should reach out to all persons
and all needs,” it is stated.

“Wherever there are people
in need of food, clothing, hous.
ing, medicine, employment ed-
ucation; wherever-men lack fa-
cllities necessary for living a
truly humam life or are afflict
ed with serious distress or TEl
ness or suffér exile or impris.
onment, there Christian charity
should seck them out.and find
them, console them with great
solicitude and help them with
appropriate relief. This obliga:
tion is imposed above all upon
every prosperous nation and
person.”

The second chapter concludes
by stating that in promoting
these charitable works the Cath-
olic laity ‘“should cooperate
with all men of good will”

The third chapter, denling
with the various fields of the
apostolate, considers the. follow
of action: church
communities, the family, youth.

diligent in doing what they
can to explain, defend and
properly apply Christlin prin-
ciples to the problems af our
era in accordance with the
‘mind of the Church.”

The decree outdines objecs

'

December 31, 1965

tional _and. international levels

H .

Regarding Church. communi
ties, it is taken inid accoun’
that lay activity is so necessary
“that - without It the aposiolate
of the pastors is ‘often unabke
to ac hieyg its. full effective
ness.’

cree urges that laymen become
accustomed to working togeth
er with thelr pnests “bringing

fational and mtemationa%

On the parish levet the def

to educate children in a Chris
tiam manner and to defend the
dignity of the family.

To achieve these aims, it is
necessary for Catholics to co-
operate “with men of good will
to. ensure the preservation of
these-rights-in-eivil-legislation]
and to make sure that govern-
ments give due attention to
the mnéeds of the family regard
ing housing, education of chil-
dren, working conditions, social
security and taxes,—and that in
|policy decxslons affecting mi-
grants their nght to live to-
gether-as——ﬂ—famlly should be
safeguarded.” |

Aeknowledging the- role that|
young people can and should
have in the lay apostolate, the
decree states “they should be-
come the first’ to carry on the
apostolate directly with other
young persons, concentrating
their apostolic efforts within
their own circle according to
the needs of the social ehviron.
ment in which they live"
Adults are encouraged to en-
gage in dialogue with young
people, . .

In social relationships, Cath.

rolic —~laymen can bring the-in--

fluence “of " the teachings of
Christ to bear on+ their sur
roundings, “especially by con
forming their lives to their
faithh so that they become the
licht of the world, as well as
by pmcuqng honestly in _ all
their dealings so that they at
tract all to the love of the
true and the good, and finally
to the Church and to Christ.

“They fulfill their mission
also by fraternal charity which
presses them to share the living
conditions, labors, sorrows and
aspirations of their brethren,
with the result that the hearis
of all gbout them are quietly
prepared for the workings of
saving grace.”

Lastly, there is a vast field
fer the lay apostolate on the

els where Catholies can

the *weight of their gpinion:€eft
in order that civil authority
may dact with justice,and that
legislition may conform to
moral precepts and the common
good.”

Those skilled im-—public- af-
‘airs should not refuse to put
their skills at the service of

.[justice, equity and charity *“par-
ticularlyasregards the prupt,:ato the unity of

Yet, because man- is social,
it is natural that a group of
lay apostles join together to
accomplish their dims. Quite
often this achieves “much bet-
ter results than can be expect-
ed if each member were to act

by Mayor—P Browne-of-Water-
ford and Mayor W, Corbett of
Clonmel. -

®
tions of the lay apostdlhte, con-"
sidered.either_on_an individual

ron~his oWt

The decree acknowledges the
laiy’s “right to found and con-
trol” their lay associations for
apostolic activity as long as the
“proper relationship to Church
authority” is maintained. Thélg
text pays special tribute to
those assoclations which have
received the title of “Catholic

or orgamzed basis, the deree
siresses in its fifth chapter that
the spmt of un‘ggn and cooper-
ation is required for the com-
mon good of the Church. ‘The
“hierarchy  should promote the
gostolate of the laity, provide .
it with spmtual principles and
support, direct the conducl of
the common good of the

Acction* —and which ™ in~ tli€ past
have been ‘“described as the
collaboration' of they lhity in
the apostolate of the hier-
archy.”

But whether these associa
tions bear the name of Catholic
Action or another name, they
have four characteristics in
common, the decree affirms.

First. their immediate aim is
that of the church—the evan-
gelization and sanctification of
men and the formation—_of a
Christian conscience to prepare
the way for Christ’s message.

“Secondly, the’ hily ciopérat-
ing in their way with the hier-
archy contribute the benefit of
their experience to these or-
ganizatibns and assume respon-
sibility for their direction.

Third, the laity act together
in an or¥anic body so that the
Church community is more fit-
tingly symbolized-and the apos-
tolate is made more effeetive.

Lastly, whether they offer
themselves spontaneously or
are asked to cooperate in the
apostolate of the hierarchy, the
laity function under the higher
direction of the hierarchy
which can sanction this cooper-
ation by explicit mandate.

The fourth chapter ends with
a special recognition of ““those
lay people,. single or married,
who devoted themselves with
professional experience, either
temporarllsbor permanently, to
the service of associations and
their activities.” It urges pas.
tors to make sure theke peopl
receive what is demanded by

Church, and attend fo thie pres-
ervation of doctrine and order.”

One section of the fifth chap-
ler specifically declares that
“no project may clain/the mme
*Catholic’ unless it his obtained
the consent of lawful Church
authority.”

Observing that bishops may
‘choose "‘to work more closely
with - some forms of the lay
apostolate than with others, the
document states just the sime
that the hity “must not be de-

ing on their own accord.” 1t is

can give laymen fundions close-
ly allied with pastoral dulies,
such as teaching catechism,
performing some liturgical ac-
tions ‘and caring for souls, "By
virtue of this mission the hity
are fully subject_to higher ec-
clesiastical cantrol [n the per-
formance of this work.” .

The decree calls for the tre-
ation of diocesan councils ¢pm-
poded of diocesan and religus
clergy as well as laymen to-
work both for ewvingelizaion
and sanctification and in the’
charitable and socil sgheres.
Provision Is also made “for a
secretariat to be established by

mote ‘the lay apostolate.

Finally, the dowument ap-
olics with other Christians anad
even non-Christians in varbug
temporal matters. “By this dy-
namic and pmdent cooperation,

hich is of §pecial importince
E\ temporal activities, the hity!

ear witness to Chirist, the Sa¥
viour of the world, as well as

support for them and thei

families.”

the community, thus working

Discussing the external rela-
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the human
family.”

The last chapter, dealing with
the training of 1ay- aposlies,
calls for a spiritual preparation
accompanied by “solid doctrinal
instruction_in theology, ethics
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