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Text and Symbok, 24th Sunday after Pentecost
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Christians or Jews

Who Most Needs
- ‘Absolution’?

. One of the nation’s outstanding ecumenical leaders
revealed his Achille’s heel this week.

He relies on newspaper headlines—a- fatal weak-
ness!

Presi)yterjéljn It)ex('l to the Vatican Coun

day sermon, objec o the Va

“tg absolve Jews” of the crucifixion of Christ.
Nowhere in its decree does the Council speak of

\ “absolution.”

Eugene Carson Blake, in a Sun-
tho. 's decision

s "
T—

. Catholics.

o« The decres is a reprimand to Catholies who in the
&m?’%i’ S tolhy art anfiSeiiitic foethele wttitudds A%iq

If;ietlﬂtles. ) :

b totincil say$ T Wiinks  Catholics -and Jews
ughoulder to shoulder” to deepen their mutual under-
standing of that ‘‘spiritual }n ony commeon to Chris-
tians and Jews" through biblical and theological study

and through ‘“fraternal dialogues.”

The sad history of twenty centuries of Christians
irresponsibly ¢harging all Jews with the death of Christ
“cannot” be allowed to continue, the Council states

emphatically. \

It is, therefore, not a question of “absolving” the
Jews—as if they were all of them fuﬂty of the cruel-
fiion — but rather a directive from the Catholic
Church’s highest authority telling its own members once
and {or all to drop the charges against these persecuted
people.

Newspaper columnist Harry Golden recently pro- -
posed a parallel “Jewish Schema on tRe Christians” fo
absolve Christians for the Inguisition, the Crusades, the
ghettos and expulsions, the badges of shame and
pointed caps, the burming of synagogues and that atti-
tude of mind which made ?ossible tler’s ““final solu-
tion of the Jewish question.”

The whole point of both the Vatican Council’s de-
cree and Golden’s sardonic comments is that Christians
are the ones in need of absoluation.- -

Dr. Blake, in his sermon, revealed he is like other
men, impressed by headlines—many ngwsp:&ers have
used the misleading term “absolution” in headlining re-
ports onn the Council’s statement on the Jews—but he
a{:parent}y was too pressed for time to read the com-
plete articles. This rewvelation of his human frailty, how-
ever, does not destroy his long and widely respected
career as an outstanding religious leader.

What both Catholics and Protestants most need to
do at the present time is admit before God, as the
German Catholics did in all- their churches in 1961 —

Lord, God of our fathers, God of Abraham, of
Isaac, and of Jacob! Father of mercy and God of all
consolation! . . . We confess before You: In our midst,
innumerable people were murdered for no other reason
than that they belonged to the stock from which comes
the Messiah according to the flesh. . . . Grant to the
murdered Your peiace in the land of the living.

If this becomés increasingly “the direction in which
we pray and think and speak and act then we will know
that words spoken long ago were meant to include us
also, “Father, forgive them...” -
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‘As a fhatter of fact, if anyone is in need of nghsolu- " .
e eemtlon22-4t-is-not- theJows. but € ins.and, specific

(By Rehgwm | News' Service)

“Your child is mentally re |

tarded.”

Cruel words, Perhaps the

. cruelest a parent can ever hear

. » . to learn that the child in
whom you have invested so0
much Jove, around whom s0
many plans have been made,

may grow in body but not in

L 32

- in an evaluation session'which ended three

mind

Yet they are words heard fre-
quently, According to the re-
port of the President’s Panel
on Mental Retardation, there is
one case of severe retardation
in every thousand births, usual-
ly the result of organic defects.
Mild retardation occurs in 27
of esch 1,000 births, ‘

In New York, the testimony
of Sen. Robert F. Kennedy (D.-
N.Y.) before & hearing on care
of mentally 11l and the retarded
by some of the state’s institu-
tions provided shocking details
—on treatment, facilities, lack
of space, lack of supervisory
personnel,

Gov. Nelson A. Rockefeller,

<&

a Republican, replied that New -

York led the nation in care of
the mentally ailing' and the
severely retarded, emphasizing
that in 1965 the Democratic
majority in the state had
“arbitrarily” cut $30 million
from the budget proposal to
carry out the program,

Thus the problem, a growing
one, has become a challenge

for the state — and for the-

church. )

The parent of a retarded
child has written: “To kmew
that your child 15 mot mermmal

~Increased Attention Gis

Is & devastating heartackhe that
point of seif-déstruction — or
grow and develop imte a bless-
ing.” '

Religion’s ministry, to the re-
tarded must begin at that point,
churchmen say, by helping the

:parents adjust to tragedy with
faith, not despair. The goal is
adjustmeént, not acceptance, ac-
cording to Rabbi Isaac Maizes,
president of the Maimonides
Institute for Exceptional Chil-
dren in New York. '

Father Michael J. Tabit,
Catholic chaplain at Apple
Street hospital for retarded
children, Wooster, Ohio, put it
somewhat differently: “Sup-
pose 2 woman expecting a child
were to be visited by an angel
bearing this message from God:
‘1 can assure you that this

- - child you're going to have will-

never commit a serious sin’
That mother would be the hap-
piest woman in the world.”

This is the case, he sid,
with seriously retarded chil-
dren.

Xt is estimated that there are
five ‘million mental retardates
in the United States, or rough-
‘ly one out of every 33 citizens.
Lifetime care for a severely re-
tarded child, according to the
National Health Education
Committee can come to
$100,000.

It is enly im receat years that
mental retardation has heen
given the attention from bhoth
srivate and govermmemt agen-
cles that kas leng been focused
om physical diseases — such as
polie and tuberculosis. Much of

the eredit for hrimging the men-
shadews belongs to the Iate
President Kemnedy and his

- family,

Instead of hiding the fact that
one .of the President’s sisters
was retarded, the family estab-
lished foundations and centers
for diagnosis and care of the
mentally retarded, and has
given sizeable financial grants
for research. But probably the
Kennedys' greatest service was
to focus public attention on 2
condition that for centuries had

been” buried in superstition, |

guilt and fear.

Churches have Iong maintain
ed institutions for custodial

_care of mental defectives. But

as research and experimenta-
tion reveal that persons once
condemnéd as hopeless can re
spond to training, ch-urches
have increasingly begun pro-
grams of special education.

Cathelic, Protestant and Jew:
ish groups are workimg im the
field om three levels. They are
developing religious education
classes in Joeal churches amd

a-handful of the larger metro-
‘politan cemters, parochial day
and boarding sehools have been
established. for refardates: °

In addition, extensive pro-
grams are underway to develop
effective teaching materials and
train teachers in special educa-
tion techniques.

In New York City, for exam-
ple, the Kennedy Child Study

. of Medicine have ‘crossed re-

- tardation. Each institution re-

‘but they have linked their

the wall than from books. Men-

Charities and Yeshiva Univer-
sity'’s Albert Einstein College
li boundaries to under-  when he is finished prof
u.ki:u: researchtia:.d educational you tell the parent 3
program ’in child mental re- . things. . .

“We don’t know why it hap-
pened .to him, but we have to

analyze why he is protesting.
He may be protesting because

tains complete autonomy in ad-
ministering its own program,

ckinical and educational re-
sources to further the cause of
the mentally retarded.

Church - oriented institutions
are making important discover-

an excuse for destructiveness.
This you must warn against.

ies which wilkbe of benefit to “You have to alleviate his
all who work with the re- sense of guilt — that his suf-
tarded. o, fering is not necessarily the re-

sult of sin. You need to get his
questioning into constructive
lines; you must get him think-
ing, ‘What can I do pow?’ »

The parents of a mongoloid
son, who have struggled to cre-
ate training facilities. in ; their
small Indiana town for’ other
handicapped children as well as
their own, discussed that ques-
tion in The Christian, a publi
cation of the Disciples of
Christ. After 13 years of patient
effort to develop every poten-
tial the boy possessed, Mr. and
Mrs. James Stuart of Clear
Creek, Ind., could write:

“We don't know why God
asked this special favor of us.
But we do know we would never
have had this understanding or
compassion for others if we hid
not experienced this ourselves,
We feel that Jimmy is a special
blessing and he has brotght
more into our lives than we
ever dreamed, could be possi-
ble. We have learned to thank
God and be grateful for the
privilege of bringing hope to
others.”

Nuns teaching at the Joseph
P.! Kennedy Institute in Wash-
ington, D.C., for instance, dis-
cavered that children with low
1.Q's can learm much better
from colored slides projected on

tally retarded teenagers who
were able to concentrate on a
book for only four or five min-
utes at a time watch a slide lec-
ture attentively as long as 25
or 30 minutes.

This discovery is expected to
be used in other schools,

[}

Growing interest in the re-
ligious education of the mental-
ly handicapped prompted the
International Journal of Religi-
ous Education, published by
‘the National Council of
Churches, to put out an entire
issue this year on “persons with
special needs.”

The publication pointed out
that the church is “probably
the most essential imstitution”
to foster undersianding of the
hamdicapped person. “The min-
istry of Jesus was that of per-
son to persom. The eplieptic,

/

Children "Adopt' Japa

° 2

Center of New York Catholic

the blind, the lame — each was
accepted as he was. So must
we learn fo amctept both the
lovely and wunmlovely among
the handicapped,” the Journal
sald in a lead article by Charles
W. Palmer of the Woedhaven
«.,Christian  Home fer Children,
“  Columbia, M.

: No accurate figures are avail-
-, able on the number of special
: classes beld for mentally handi-
capped children in Protestant
Sunday schools. But the long
list of resource material for
such classes in the special edi-
tion of the International Jour-
nal would indicate that the
number is sizeable and con-
tinves to grow.

Rabbi Maizes, whose Mai-
monides Institute effects a
unique combination of religious
and secular education, believes
that retarded children need the
.resources of their religious
faith even moré than normal

-~ help to them™

The repetition of ritual and
prayers also brings to the re-
tarded child the sense of com-
fort and security of the
familiar, - -

Ualike pubiic school clasees
for the bandicapped, religious
institutions dealing with the
menfally retarded must cope
with the wuniversali theologieal
question of the parents: “Why
- why did this happen t¢ me
and my child?”

Rabbi Maires, who accepts
nonJewish as well as Jewish
children at Miimonides, has
faced this gquestion often, “It
isn't so much a questio; a8 a

Sermons Stress
Law, Order

- Baltimore — (RNS)~-Roman
Catholic pastors here, at the
request of Lawrence

Shehan, Archbishop of Balti-
more, preached sermons exhort-
ing their parishioners to have
more respect for law and order.

~
Cardinal Shehan had sent

letters to the archdiocese’s

- priests urging that a “unified

attempt” be made in all Cath-
olic parishes “to bring home
to our people the importance
;)f respecting and observing the
aw.”

The cardinal also sent back-
ground information for possi-
ble use in preparing sermons
which included FBI statistics

on crime and violence. He also
2 = - lm_ =

noted-

~thatsimilarp iaw=
and order had been made by.

the Federal Bar Association’s

- -Law Observance Compittee.

1E71,

Among priests speaking .o
the subject was Father Joseph
M. Connolly of St. Gregory's
church, located in the heart of
the city’s western district —

one of the toughest in Balti-

more,

He told parishioners that
when “we have seen magistrates
and jurors allow murderers to
go free,” it becomes hard for
“Americans of ordinary situa-
tion to really believe that we
:lan become a country of jus

ce.”

The priest referred to Haynes-
ville, Ala.,, where a Klansman
recently was acquitted in the
slaying of a white woman civil
rights worker, and Mississippi.
These places, he said, were
locales of injustice.
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Cleveland—(RNS)—A Japanese priest, Sacred Heart Father A

offered his first Solemn Mass in Cleveland’s Our Lady of
the 1,049 pupils of the parish
money through bake sales and
recent ordination in Fall River, _
g the presentation here are David Harden and B 1¢
in the U.S. since 1958 and the
through a priest of the parish

chalice. Makin

children heard of Father Augustine, a theo'ogical student
first Japanese native ordained in the Sacred Heart Fathers,

ugustine Hiroshi Kobayshi,

Good Counsel Church because
school adopted him. The children tried to ralse enough
raffies to bring the priest’s parents to the US. for his
Mass. Failing this, they decided to buy the priest a

Mary Ann Benedict. The

who served as a missionary in Japan. Father Augustine is a convert from Buddhism.
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Lay People Prepare for Changes after Council

By GARY MacEQIN

- Rome — “When we organize similar
meetings back in the United States to
promote implementation of the "Council
decre¢s, the proportion of lay people
to priests and nuns should be consider.-
ably higher”

The commeént was made by a participant

some 50 Americans i
cil -decisions into -
nt led: in ap

“This is a clerical affair, and the layman
is more of a Hollywood extra tham a swup-
.porting actor. In fact, the Prefestant
clergyman is more ‘in’ in Reme than the -
Catholic liyman.” Evem a techiical com
mission like that em the commtumicitions
media has omly x tokem mumber of lay

members, and sem
_backgroumds—ior ‘window dreming.

" "Each ‘Council session has, nevert
& lay presence. The Ia
bl e

archy and the Congregation for the Prop-
agation of the Faith.

Outside the Couwmcil hall, several aud-
itors speke miore frankly, and undeubiedly
withldnlf‘ mificant impact; act; to groups of bish-
an irganiied effort of public relations -
except the dynumic. and colertal comple
~ from Mexics mamied this year te repre-

. sent the Christian family, Jose and Lax
ve criticited the bourgeois t;::

wide

. They reachéd Rome with piore than 25,000
answers “to a qnes’tibnn&e |
- and South Ameri¢a; Western Europe and
Africa. This concrete support for the .
opinions théy expreas has properly carried
great weight. - )

The answers reveal an extriordinarily
area of ‘intérest and concern
) nts. I r

on the

, from' North -
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